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Moment Dergi’'nin “Zamanin Ruhu ve Duygular” sayisinda, i¢inden gectigimiz zamani duygu ve duygulanim
calismalari ekseninde anlamlandirmaya ve kavramaya calistik. Duygular ¢ok ¢esitli disiplinlerin konusu
olmakla birlikte, bu sayida duygulara sosyolojik ve kiiltiirel perspektiften yaklasan, duygularin ne oldugundan
ziyade onlar etkilesimsel ve elestirel bakis agisiyla irdeleyen 6zgiin ampirik ve kuramsal ¢caligmalara yer

verdik. Sadece tema kapsaminda basvuru aldigimiz bu sayida; alti makale, iki soylesi, iki kitap incelemesi ve

iki degini yer aliyor.

iginden gectigimiz zamanlari; yasamlarimizi kusatan savaslar, katliamlar, travmalar, ekonomik krizler,
glivencesizlik, iklim degisikligi gibi kriz anlari ve alanlariyla birlikte diisiindiigiimiizde, bizi cevreleyen bu
diinyay! ve parcasi oldugumuz zamani anlamlandirabilmek, tim bunlarla neler yapabilecegimizi gormek icin
duygularin merkezi onemde oldugunu diisiiniiyoruz. Nitekim tiim diinyada daralan demokratik siyaset
alaniyla birlikte baski aygitlar ve giiglii lider retoriginin politik hayata egemen olmasini; toplumsal hayatta
yiikselen hosnutsuzlugun hedef gosterilen “Oteki”lere ve yaratilan “glinah kegileri”"ne kanalize edilmesini;
tlim diinyada giin gegtikge yiikselen toplumsal cinsiyet karsiti hareketleri, azinlik ve gogmen karsithginda
cisimlesen milliyetcilik ve irkgihdr korku, ofke, nefret, hing, giivensizlik gibi duygulardan bagimsiz diisiinmek
glic. Elbette tiim bunlarin karsisinda biiyliyen toplumsal hareketleri, direnis pratiklerini de... “Duygulanimsal
topluluklar®, “duygulanimsal kamular” gibi kavramsallastirmalarda yansima buldugu gibi duygular, kolektif

hareketlili§in ve dayanigmanin orgiitlenmesinde de merkezi rolde.

Duygular ayni zamanda neoliberal kapitalizmin emek siireglerinin ayrilmaz bir parcasi. “Gayri-maddi emek”,
“duygusal emek”, “duygulanimsal emek”, “bakim emegi”, “zihinsel yiik” tartigmalarinin gesitli baglamlarda
bize gosterdigi gibi; bireylerin yalnizca bedensel ve biligsel kapasiteleriyle degil, tiim kisilikleri ve
duygulariyla liretim siirecine dahil olmalari bekleniyor. Duygular “yonetilen ve metalastirilan” bir emek

alanina doniisiyor, “duygusal kapitalizm” gergevesinde baghlik ve yakinlik iliskileri piyasa mantigiyla yeniden
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yapilandiriiyor. Bu mantik ayni zamanda bireylerden tiim hayatlarini ve benliklerini rekabetci ve girisimci bir
ruhla yogurmalarini, siirekli daha iyi bir siirlimlerini yaratmalarini bekliyor. Mutlulugu ve hazzi yakalamayi bir
mecburiyet, saglikli yagami bir diistur haline getiriyor. Basarinin, basarisizigin sorumlulugu bireysellesiyor.
Sonug; bireylerin kayg, yetersizlik, tiikenmislik ile bas basa kalmalari, depresyonun ¢agin hastaligi olarak

yayginlasmasi oluyor.

Bu dogrultuda, geleneksel medya aracglarindan dijital platformlara uzanan farkli form ve deneyim alanlariyla
medya, kiiltirel tretim ve tiiketim alanlari, bugiin giindelik hayatin ayrilmaz pargasini olusturuyor. Duygularin
dolagima girdigi, insanlarin ortak duyguda bulusabildigi, ayni zamanda duygularin deger iirettigi ve
yonetilebildigi bu deneyim alanlarinin dinamikleri; algoritmalar ve biiyiik veri tartismalari ile gittikce
karmasiklasiyor. Duygularin ayni zamanda olgiilen, siralanan ve ekonomik degere doniistiiriilen, gozetlenen
unsurlar haline geldigi bu tabloda, her gegen giin yasamin farkli alanlarina daha fazla entegre olan yapay

zeka, baska yeni deneyim ve tartigsma alanlari agiyor.

Bu cercevede zamanin ruhunu kavramaya calistigimiz Moment Dergi'nin bu sayisinda duygulara bireysel
tezahiirlerden ¢ok toplumsal fenomenler olarak yaklasarak su sorulardan yola giktik: Gliniimiizii anlamaya
¢ahisirken duygulara dikkat kesilmek neden onemlidir? Toplumsal, politik ve kiiltiirel olarak hangi duygularla
temas halindeyiz? Bugiinii hangi duygular etrafinda konusabiliriz? Bu duygularin dolagima girdigi, bizim
etkilesim halinde oldugumuz temel mecralar ve araglar neler? Bu duygular nasil 6znelliklere yol agiyor?

Kolektivitelerin olusmasinda duygularin nasil bir yeri var? Ozneler olarak bizler tiim bunlarla neler yapiyoruz?

Sayimizda ilk olarak bu sorularla farkl baglamlarda iliskilendigini diistindiigiimiiz ve iginden gegtigimiz
zamani anlamlandirmamiza 6nemli katkilar sunan iki kapsamli s6ylesi gerceklestirdik. ik sdylesimizde;
disiplinler arasi ¢caligmalari Tiirkiye'de ilgiyle takip edilen, Tiirkge'deki kiilliyatina kisa zaman dnce Kabalik
Cagi (2026) kitabi da eklenen filozof ve sosyolog Renata Salecl ile bulustuk. Cevrim igi olarak
gerceklestirdigimiz bu sdylesimizde, ¢agin duygulanimsal atmosferini kayg, 6fke, kabalik, cehalet,

miitkemmeliyetgilik, tikenmislik, kayitsizlik gibi fenomenler lizerinden konustuk.

Salecl'in ¢izdigi derinlikli toplumsal panoramayi dijital teknolojilerin dinamikleriyle birlestiren ikinci
soylesimizde ise kiiltiirel caligmalar ve medya teorisyeni olan Carolyn Pedwell ile bir araya geldik. Pedwell
ile bu duygulanimsal atmosferin dijital teknolojiler ve yapay zeka ekseninde yarattigi doniisiimii ve bunun
duygulanim ile iliskisini tartigmaya agtik. Ayni zamanda duygu tartigmalarinin gelecege dair tasidigi imkan
ve potansiyellerini diistindigiimiiz bu iki soylesinin, Tiirkiye'de son yillarda filizlenen, duygulara dijital

teknolojiler ve yapay zeka baglaminda bakan literatiire de dikkate deger bir katki sunduguna inaniyoruz.

Sayimizin makale ¢agrisina, farkh ¢alisma alanlarindan gelen doksan makale ile tema editorleri olarak

ongordiigiimiizden ¢ok daha yogun bir karsilik bulduk. Basvurudaki bu yogun ilgiyi dncelikle sosyal



bilimciler olarak bugiinii anlama ve kavramlastirma ihtiyacimizin ve bu baglamda sosyal bilimlerin yiiziini
duygulara donmesinin bir yansimasi olarak okuyoruz. Gelen ¢alismalarin tematik agirhgini inceledigimizde
ise dzellikle yeni medya literatiiriiyle kesigen, ¢cevrimici topluluklar ve dijital karsilagmalari odaga alan
yazilarin belirgin bir yogunluk olusturdugunu gordiik. Bu durumun, Tiirkiye'de sosyal bilimler ve kiiltiirel
¢alismalar alaninda 6zellikle dijital teknolojilerin dinamiklerini duygular tizerinden okumaya yonelik yiikselen

ilginin gostergesi oldugunu diisiiniiyoruz.

Duygular alaninda akademik iiretimin niceliksel olarak bu denli yiiksek olmasi heyecan verici olmakla birlikte
Tiirkiye'de heniiz gelismekte olan bu arastirma alaninin éniinde katedilmesi gereken dnemli kuramsal ve
metodolojik mesafeler oldugunu da hatirlatmaktadir. Bu ¢ergevede, giiniimiiziin hiz odakl akademik iiretim
ekosisteminin beraberinde getirdigi yapisal kosullari akilda tutmamiz gerektigine inaniyoruz. Sonug olarak
tema editorleri olarak bu sayiya gelen yogun basvuruyu Tiirkiye'de sosyal bilimler alaninda duygu
tartismalarina bir katki olarak degerlendiriyor; bu niceliksel geniglemenin oniimiizdeki siirecte daha derin ve

o0zgiin kuramsal tartigmalara kapi aralayacak bir olgunlagma evresinin habercisi olmasini diliyoruz.

Duygular gok cesitli disiplinlerin konusu olmakla birlikte, bu sayida ¢agrimizin amacina uygun olarak
duygulara sosyolojik ve kiiltiirel perspektiften yaklasan, duygularin ne oldugundan ziyade onlari etkilesimsel
ve elestirel bakis agisiyla irdeleyen 6zgiin ampirik ve kuramsal ¢alismalara yer verdik. Bu gercevede tema
kapsaminda yer alan alti makaleden ilki olan “Sinirlarin Bedene Kazinmasi: Goriinirliik, Hissizlesme ve
Otekiligin Duyusal ingasi” baslikli calismasinda Ozgiir Soysal, cagdas sinir rejimlerinde tekiligin insasini
ahisilagelmis hukuksal statii ya da agik nefret soylemlerinin Gtesine tagiyarak bedensel ve duyusal bir
deneyim diizleminde ele aliyor. Gigmen bedenlerinin medyatik alandaki asin goriiniirligtinden hareketle

hissizlesmenin ve duyusal kayitsizhgin nasil politik bir iglev iistlendigini tartisiyor.

irem Atalay Seker, “2023 Genel Secim Reklam Filmlerinde Duygunun Retorigi: Sevgi ve Gurur” adli
makalesinde, siyasal reklamlari sadece se¢meni ikna etmeye yonelik birer stratejik arag olarak degil; duygu
ve duygulanim iireten, duygu atmosferleri yaratan ve politik aidiyetleri inga eden kurucu unsurlar olarak
inceliyor. Boylece duygulara, “duygusal reklam cekicilikleri” olarak yaklasan siyasal iletisim literatiriindeki
yaygin anlayisin disina ¢ikiyor. Duygularin medya araciligiyla nasil “diizenlendigini” 2023 Genel Se¢im
siirecinde AKP ve CHP’nin se¢im reklamlarinin retorik analiziyle ortaya koyarak makro-siyasetin

duygulanimsal haritasini ¢ikariyor.

Siyasal alandaki bu duygulanimsal diizenleme, ligiincii makalede yerini dijital kamusalligin dinamiklerine
birakiyor. “Zara Tartismasi Etrafinda Duygularin Dijital Dolagimi: Eksi Sozliik'te Duygulanimsal Kamular”
baslkli makalede Siiheyla Ayvaz, kiiresel bir moda markasinin kriz yaratan reklam kampanyasi etrafinda

sekillenen duygulanimsal tepkileri Eksi Sozliik'te paylasilan yorumlar lizerinden analiz ediyor. Bu



duygulanimsal tartigmalari yalnizca bireysel duygu digavurumlari degil, ayni zamanda politik ayrismalari ve

kolektif eylem yonelimlerini tireten birer kamusal siire¢ olarak ele aliyor.

“Yakinliga Dair Tedirginlik: Normal People Dizisi Uzerinden Romantik Karsilagsmalari ve Mesafeleri Yeniden
Diiginmek” baslikli makalede Nusret Tongarlak, popiiler bir kiiltiirel anlati iizerinden romantik yakinlig
odaga aliyor. iligkileri bireysel uyumsuzluk baglaminda aciklayan geleneksel yaklagimlarin sinirlarini
tartigmaya acan yazar; romantik karsilagmalar sinifsal kirilganlik, cinsiyetlendirilmis iktidar iliskileri ve

yabancilik deneyimlerinin i¢ ice gectigi politik bir iliskisellik hatti olarak tanimliyor.

Ecem Arslanay ve Umut Sumnu ise “Staging Sleep: Contemporary Art and the Affective Politics of 24/7
Capitalism” baslikl makalelerinde uykunun fizyolojik bir ihtiyag olmanin dtesinde toplumsal olarak
diizenlendigini ve duygulanimsal agidan yiiklii oldugunu soyliiyorlar. Sosyolojik uyku ¢alismalari ile
duygulanim kuramini harmanlayan yazarlar, secili cagdas sanat yapitlari ve sergileme pratikleri iizerinden

uykunun nasil sahnelendigini neoliberal kapitalizmin zaman rejimi baglaminda inceliyorlar.

Sayimizin “Vaatsiz Duygusal Tarza Kargi Arzu imgeleri: Bloch'un Utopyaci-Gergekei Resim Elestirisinin
Giincelligi” bashkli son makalesinde Toros Giines Esgiin, iginden gegtigimiz vaatsiz ¢aga karsi sanatsal ve
diistinsel bir ¢ikis ufku sunuyor. Ernst Bloch’un felsefesini gorsel sanatlar ve estetik baglaminda ele alan bu
¢alisma, Bloch'un iitopyaci-gergekgi resim elestirisini glinlimiiziin karamsar felaket estetigine ve hazci

mutluluk endiistrisine bir panzehir olarak oneriyor.

Moment Dergi'nin bu sayisinda ayrica iki kitap incelemesi yer aliyor. Bu incelemelerden ilki, Hacettepe
Universitesi iletisim Fakiiltesi'nde duygular alanina iliskin ilginin olusmasinda kurucu bir role sahip olan
Aksu Bora'dan. Aksu Bora kendisinin Tiirkgeye kazandirdigs, uluslararasi literatiirde duygu ve duygulanim
¢alismalari agisindan onemli bir yere sahip olan Duygulanim Toplumlari (2024) derlemesi iizerine yazd.
Bora, akademisyenler ve ozellikle 6grenciler icin adeta bir “alet ¢antasi” islevi goren bu ¢alismanin, alandaki

karmasik sorulari sistemli bir sekilde ele alarak sosyal teoride 6nemli bir boslugu doldurdugunu vurguluyor.

irem Doganigik'in 2026 yilinda Tiirkge gevirisi yayimlanan Yiikiinii Atmuig Bedenler: Tiirkiye'de Siddet, Duygular
ve Yeni Kadin iizerine yazdi§i kitap incelemesi ise, yazar Esra Sarioglu'nun Yeni Kadin kavramsallastirmasi
ekseninde ortaya koydugu, yasal diizenlemeler ve neoliberal kiiresellesme sonucunda “mahcubiyet
yoklugunun” yarattigi kadin gliclenmesi tezini tartismaya acgiyor. Doganisik kitaptan hareketle sordugu

sorularla kitabin tartismasini genisletmeye katki sagliyor.

Sayimizda yer verdigimiz iki deginiden ilki, sosyal bilimlerde duygu ve duygulanima dair tartigsmalara yonelik
son yillarda giderek artan ilginin bir yansimasi olarak Hacettepe Universitesi iletisim Fakiiltesi'nde 2024

yihinin Ekim ayindan beri Burcu Senel Alpugan ve irem Doganisik’in girigsimleriyle gergeklestirilen “Zamanin



Duygular” Seminer Serisine odaklaniyor. Senel Alpugan ve Doganisik, sosyal bilimlerde duygulari nereye
koymak gerek, Tiirkiye'de yapilan arastirmalarda duygulara nasil yaklasilyor gibi sorularla yola giktiklari bu
bulusmalari, “Ayni Masa Etrafinda Bulugmak: ‘Zamanin Duygular’ Seminer Serisi” baslikli yazilariyla

sayimiza tasiyorlar.

Son olarak, sizlerle Burcu Simsek ve Sengiil ince’'nin “Déniisiimler, izler, Diisler: Yirmi yillik fakiilte hikayesini
dijital hikayelerden dinlemek” baslikli deginisini paylasiyoruz. Bu yil Hacettepe Universitesi iletisim Fakiiltesi
yirminci yilini kutluyor. Simsek ve ince, bu kapsamda mezunlanimiz ile gergeklestirdigimiz Déniisimler, izler,
Diisler Dijital Hikaye Anlatimi Atolyesi iizerinden bu kiymetli yirmi yillik seriivenin hikayesine dair yazdilar.

Biz de fakiiltemizin yirminci yilini kutlayarak sayimizi bitirmek istedik.

Bu sayinin entelektiiel zeminini var eden degerli ¢alismalariyla yazarlarimiza, 6zenli ve titiz
degerlendirmeleriyle yazilarin sekillenmesine biiyiik katki sunan hakemlerimize ve sayinin okuyucuyla

bulusmasi icin destek saglayan Moment Dergi ekibine ¢ok tesekkiir ederiz.
Keyifli okumalar dileriz.

Gokge Zeybek Kabakci
Burcu $enel Alpugan
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Abstract

In “The Spirit of the Time and Emotions” issue of Moment Journal, we sought to make sense of and
understand our age through the lens of emotion and affect studies. While emotions are studied across a
wide range of disciplines, this issue features original empirical and theoretical works that approach
emotions from sociological and cultural perspectives, exploring them through an interactional and critical
lens rather than merely defining what they are. This theme-specific issue consists of six articles, two

interviews, two book reviews, and two commentaries.

When we consider the times we are living through -alongside moments and realms of crises such as wars,
massacres, traumas, economic crises, precarity, and climate change that engulf our lives- we believe that
emotions are of central importance in understanding the world around us and the times we are part of, and
in seeing what we can do about all of this. Indeed, it is difficult to consider the shrinking democratic political
space that dominates political life with repressive apparatuses and powerful leader rhetoric; the channeling
of rising social discontent towards targeted “others” and created “scapegoats”; the rising anti-gender
movements and the nationalism and racism embodied in anti-minority and anti-immigrant sentiments, all
independently of emotions such as fear, anger, hatred, resentment, and distrust. Of course, there are also
the growing social movements and practices of resistance in the face of all this... As reflected in
conceptualizations such as “affective communities” and “affective publics,” emotions also play a central

role in the organization of collective action and solidarity.

Emotions are also an integral part of the labor processes of neoliberal capitalism. As discussions of
“immaterial labor,” “emotional labor," “affective labor,” “care work,” and “mental load” demonstrate in various
contexts, individuals are expected to participate in the production process not only with their physical and
cognitive capacities, but with their entire personalities and emotions. Emotions are transforming into a

“managed and commaodified” field of labor, and relationships of commitment and intimacy are being
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restructured according to market logic within the framework of “emotional capitalism”. This logic also
expects individuals to mold their entire lives and selves with a competitive and entrepreneurial spirit,
constantly creating better versions of themselves. It turns the pursuit of happiness and pleasure into an
obligation, and healthy living into a principle. The responsibility for success and failure becomes
individualized. The result is that individuals are left alone with feelings of anxiety, inadequacy, and burnout,

and depression becomes widespread as the disease of the age.

In this context, media and the realms of cultural production and consumption, encompassing diverse forms
and experiences ranging from traditional media tools to digital platforms, now constitute an integral part of
everyday life. The dynamics of these experiential spaces, where emotions circulate, people can connect
through shared feelings, and emotions simultaneously generate value and can be managed, are becoming
increasingly complex amid discussions about algorithms and big data. In this scenario, where emotions are
also measured, ranked, converted into economic value, and monitored, artificial intelligence, which is
becoming increasingly integrated into different areas of everyday life, is opening up new areas of experience
and debate.

In this issue of Moment Journal, where we attempt to grasp the spirit of the time, we approach emotions as
social phenomena rather than individual manifestations, and we start with the following questions: Why is it
important to pay attention to emotions when trying to understand our present? Which emotions are we in
contact with socially, politically, and culturally? Around which emotions can we discuss the present? What
are the fundamental channels and tools through which these emotions circulate and with which we interact?
How do these emotions lead to subjectivities? What is the role of emotions in the formation of

collectivities? As subjects, what are we doing with all of this?

In this issue, first, we conducted two comprehensive interviews that engaged with these questions in
different contexts and offered significant contributions to making sense of our time. In the first interview,
we met with philosopher and sociologist Renata Salecl, whose interdisciplinary work is widely followed in
Tiirkiye and whose body of work, which was translated into Turkish, was recently expanded with her book
The Age of Rudeness (Kabalik Cagi, 2026). In this online interview, we discussed the affective atmosphere of
our age through phenomena such as anxiety, anger, rudeness, ignorance, perfectionism, burnout, and

apathy.

In the second interview, which merges the insightful social panorama drawn by Salecl with the dynamics of
digital technologies, we come together with cultural studies and media theorist Carolyn Pedwell. With
Pedwell, we opened a discussion on the transformation created by this affective atmosphere along the axis
of digital technologies and artificial intelligence, as well as its relationship with affect. We believe that these

two interviews, where we also reflect on the future possibilities and potentials of emotion discussions,



make a noteworthy contribution to the burgeoning literature in Tiirkiye that examines emotions within the

context of digital technologies and Al.

In response to our call for papers, we received ninety submissions from various fields of study, a response
far exceeding what we, as theme editors, had anticipated. We read this intense interest primarily as a
reflection of our need as social scientists to understand and conceptualize the present, and in this context,
as a sign of the social sciences turning their gaze toward emotions. When analyzing the thematic weight of
the submissions, we observed a distinct concentration of papers intersecting with new media literature,
focusing on online communities and digital encounters. We believe this indicates a rising interest in
Tirkiye's social sciences and cultural studies fields, specifically toward reading the dynamics of digital

technologies through the lens of emotions.

While such a quantitatively high academic output in the field of emotions is exciting, it also reminds us that
there is still significant theoretical and methodological ground to cover for this emerging research area in
Tiirkiye. Within this framework, we believe that it is essential to keep in mind the structural conditions
brought about by today's speed-oriented ecosystem of academic production. In conclusion, as the theme
editors, we evaluate the intense volume of submissions received for this issue as a contribution to the
discussions on emotions within the social sciences in Tiirkiye; we hope that this quantitative expansion
heralds a phase of maturation that will pave the way for deeper and more original theoretical debates in the

future.

While emotions are studied across a wide range of disciplines, in line with the purpose of our call, this issue
features original empirical and theoretical studies that approach emotions from sociological and cultural
perspectives, examining them through an interactional and critical lens rather than merely defining what
they are. Within this framework, in the first of the six articles included in the theme, titled “Inscribing
Borders in the Body: Visibility, Desensitization, and the Sensory Construction of Otherness,” Ozgiir Soysal
moves the construction of otherness in contemporary border regimes beyond conventional legal statuses or
overt hate speech, addressing it on the plane of bodily and sensory experience. Drawing upon the
hyper-visibility of migrant bodies in the media sphere, the author discusses how desensitization and

sensory apathy assume a political function.

In her article titled “The Rhetoric of Emotion in 2023 General Election Advertising Films: Love and Pride,’
irem Atalay Seker examines political advertisements not merely as strategic tools aimed at persuading
voters, but as foundational elements that generate emotions and affect, create emotional atmospheres, and
construct political belonging. In doing so, she moves beyond the prevalent understanding in political
communication literature that approaches emotions simply as “emotional advertising appeals.” By revealing

how emotions are “arranged” through the media via a rhetorical analysis of the AKP and CHP’s campaign



advertisements during the 2023 General Election process, she maps out the affective landscape of

macro-politics.

This affective arrangement in the political sphere gives way to the dynamics of the digital public sphere in
the third article. In the article titled “The Digital Circulation of Emotions around the Zara Controversy:
Affective Publics on Eksi Sozliik,” Siiheyla Ayvaz analyzes the affective reactions shaped by a global fashion
brand'’s crisis-inducing advertising campaign through the comments shared on Eksi Sozliik. She treats these
affective debates not merely as individual expressions of emotion, but as public processes that generate

political polarization and collective action orientations.

In the article titled “Disquiet about Intimacy: Rethinking Encounters and Distances in Series Normal People,”
Nusret Tongarlak brings romantic intimacy into focus through a popular cultural narrative. Challenging the
limitations of traditional approaches that explain relationships within the context of individual
incompatibility, the author defines romantic encounters as a line of political relationality where class

vulnerability, gendered power relations, and experiences of alienation intertwine.

In their article titled “Staging Sleep: Contemporary Art and the Affective Politics of 24/7 Capitalism,” Ecem
Arslanay and Umut Sumnu argue that sleep is not merely a physiological need but is socially regulated and
affectively charged. Blending sociology of sleep with affect theory, the authors examine how sleep is staged
through selected contemporary artworks and exhibition practices within the context of neoliberal

capitalism'’s time regime.

In the final article of our issue, titled “Wish-Images Against the Non-Promissory Emotional Style: The
Contemporary Relevance of Bloch’'s Utopian-Realist Critique of Painting,” Toros Giines Esgiin offers an
artistic and intellectual horizon of hope in the face of the non-promissory era we are passing through.
Examining Ernst Bloch’s philosophy within the context of the visual arts and aesthetics, this study proposes
Bloch’s “utopian-realistic art criticism” as an antidote to today’s pessimistic aesthetics of catastrophe and

the hedonistic happiness industry.

This issue of Moment Journal also features two book reviews. The first is contributed by Aksu Bora, who has
played a foundational role in fostering the scholarly interest in affect studies at Hacettepe University’s
Faculty of Communication. Bora reviews the edited book Affective Societies (Duygulanim Toplumlari, 2024),
a seminal work in international affect and emotion studies that she herself translated into Turkish. She
highlights that this book serves as an essential “toolbox” for researchers and students alike, addressing

complex questions in the field systematically while filling a significant gap in social theory.



The book review by Irem Doganisik on the book Body Unburdened: Violence, Emotions, and the New Woman in
Turkey -the Turkish translation of which was published in 2026- opens up for discussion the thesis
presented by the author, Esra Sarioglu, within the framework of her conceptualization of the “New Woman”
that women’s empowerment is a result of the “absence of shame” brought about by legal regulations and
neoliberal globalization. Through the questions she poses based on the book, Doganisik contributes to

broadening the discussion surrounding the work.

The first of the two commentaries featured in this issue focuses on the “The Emotions of Time" Seminar
Series, which has been held at Hacettepe University’s Faculty of Communication since October 2024
through the initiative of Burcu Senel Alpugan and irem Doganisik, reflecting the growing interest in
discussions on emotion and affect within the social sciences in recent years. Senel Alpugan and Doganisik,
who launched these gatherings by asking questions such as “Where do emotions fit in the social sciences?”
and “How are emotions approached in research conducted in Tiirkiye?”, present their reflections in our issue

through their commentary titled “Gathering Around the Same Table: ‘The Emotions of Time’ Seminar Series.”

Finally, we'd like to share with you the commentary titled “Transformations, Traces, Dreams: Listening to the
Faculty's Twenty-Year Story Through Digital Stories” by Burcu Simsek and Sengiil ince. This year, Hacettepe
University’s Faculty of Communication is celebrating its 20th anniversary. Based on the “Transformations,
Traces, Dreams” Digital Storytelling Workshop conducted as part of these celebrations with our alumni,
Simsek and ince revisited the story of this two-decade journey. As the editors, we wished to conclude this

issue by celebrating our faculty’s 20th anniversary.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to our authors for their valuable contributions that form the
intellectual foundation of this issue, to our reviewers for their careful and meticulous evaluations that
greatly contributed to shaping the articles, and to the Moment Journal team for their support in bringing this

issue to our readers.
We hope you enjoy the reading.

Gokce Zeybek Kabakei
Burcu Senel Alpugan
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