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Kiymetli okurlarimizla ve arastirmacilarimizla bir kez daha bir araya
gelmenin heyecani icindeyiz. Ancak bu siirecte Mardin’in zengin birikimini
akademik platformlarda temsil ederken, bilimsel standartlarimizi ve yayin
kalitesi taahhiitlerimizi de sizlerle paylasmak isteriz. Ozellikle yerel 6lcekli
calismalarin evrensel akademik standartlarla nasil bulusturulacagi ve verinin
dijitallesen diinyada nasil daha goriiniir kilinacagi, dergimizin gelecegine
yonelik hassasiyetlerimizin merkezinde yer almaktadir.

Bu vesileyle, dergimizin kapsamina dair siklikla karsilastigimiz
bir yanlis anlamay1 da acikliga kavusturmak istiyoruz: International
Journal of Mardin Studies, adinda “Mardin” gecen bir dergi olmasindan
otiirii yalnizca Mardin’i konu alan g¢alismalara agik bir yayin degildir.
Mardin, dergimiz ic¢in giiclii bir odak noktasidir. Bolgenin derin arsiv
birikimi, katmanli kentsel dokusu ve cok dilli sosyal yapisi, boyle bir
odaklanmayi hakli kilmaktadir. Ancak dergimiz, tarih, teknoloji ve
tasarim alanlarinin kesisim kiimesinde yer alan, farkli cografyalardan,
donemlerden ve malzeme tiirlerinden beslenen tim titiz calismalara
kapisini acmaktadir. Bir makalenin Mardin hakkinda olup olmamasi tek
basina degerlendirme 06l¢iitii degildir; birincil kaynak titizligi, kuramsal
derinlik ve metodolojik seffaflik, asil 6l¢litlerimizdir.

Bu ilkenin somut bir yansimasini, elinizdeki sayinin kendisinde
gormek mimkiindiir. Sayida yer alan calismadan {i¢ii dog§rudan Mardin
ve cevresine odaklanirken -Derik’teki tarihsel bir konut yapisinin
yapisal incelemesi, Osmanli tasrasinda bir avukat sinifinin sosyo-hukuk
tarihi analizi ve Mardin Dijital Bibliyografyasi- ilk makale, Kat’il-
Amare Zaferi gibi Mardin cografyasinin disinda kalan ama bélgenin de
icinde yer aldig1 ulusal hafiza cografyasini dogrudan ilgilendiren bir
konuyu ele almaktadir. Bu bilesim, dergimizin yalnizca yerel bir mecra
olmadigini; tarihsel, toplumsal ve kiiltiirel sorgulamalari, cografi
sinirlarin 6tesinde de karsilayan bir platform oldugunu acgik¢a ortaya
koymaktadir.

Bubaglamdadergimiz, yalnizca bir akademik yayin organi degil; ayni
zamanda bolgesel ve bolge-6tesi hafizayi titiz bir elestirel siizgecten
geciren, disiplinleraras1 bir koprii kurmayi hedeflemektedir. Yayin
politikamizin temelinde, cift-kor hakemlik siireciyle desteklenen nesnel
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bir degerlendirme anlayisi ile birincil kaynak temelli calismalarin
metodolojik titizlikle desteklenmesi yatmaktadir. Bu dogrultuda,
disiplinler arasi etkilesimi 6nceleyen editoryel yaklasimimiz, sadece
yerelin izlerini takip etmekle kalmayip ayni zamanda giincel teorik
cerceveleri saha verileriyle sentezleyen 6zgilin calismalar:i tesvik
etmektedir.

Elinizdeki sayi, kiiltiirel siireklilik ile toplumsal doniisiim arasindaki
diyalektikiliskiyi merkeze alarak, farklicografivetematik diizlemlerdeki
malzemelerin kesisim kiimesinde nasil okunabilece8ini gOstermeyi
amaclamaktadir. Bu kapsamda bir araya getirilen metinler, birincil
kaynak temelli olarak kolektif hafizanin somut nesneler tizerinde nasil
yeniden iiretildigine, fiziksel mekan araciligiyla nasil belgelendigine ve
toplumsal pratiklerin tarihsel siireklilik i¢cinde nasil kurumsallastigina
odaklanmaktadir.

Ik calisma Serkan Aycil’in “Kit’iil-Amére Zaferi’nin Filatelik Tasarim
ve Hatira Paralardaki Temsili: Ikonolojik Bir Analiz” makalesi K{t’{il-Amére
Zaferi’nin 2016-2018 yillar1 arasinda iiretilen filatelik ve niimizmatik
nesneler aracilifiyla nasil temsil edildigini irdeliyor. Ikonolojik analiz
yontemi kullanarak yapilan calisma; Halil Pasa, yarali1 asker figiirleri,
deniz ve topcu birlikleri, Tiirk bayragi, catlamis toprak, dikenli tel ve
dikilmis anitlar gibi imgelerin yer aldig1 hatira pul ve paralarin yalnizca
birer koleksiyon nesnesi olmadigini; zaferin kolektif miicadele, liderlik
ve tarihsel siireklilik boyutlarini ortaya koyan temsil araclari islevi
gordiigiini géstermektedir.

Nursen Isik ve Ruken Karahan’in “Mardin/Derik’teki Geleneksel Tas
Yapilarda Taswyict Sistem Sorunlarinin Gozlemsel Tespitinin Ahmet Karahan
Evi Orneginde Dederlendirilmesi” baslikli makalesi tarihi evlerde zaman
icinde olusan yapisal sorunlara dikkat ¢ekiyor. Yapisal sistem, tasiyici
duvar Oriintiisi ve mekansal kurgu basliklar1 altinda sistematize
edilen gozlemsel tespitlerden elde edilen bulgular, bolgedeki benzer
yapilarin korunmasi ve saglamlastirilmasi ¢alismalarina bilimsel bir
althik olusturmaktadir. Ayni1 zamanda Ahmet Karahan Evi’nin Derik’in
geleneksel tas mimarisinin 6zgiin bir temsilcisi oldugu ve korunmasi
gereken bir kiiltiirel miras unsuru oldugu sonucuna ulasilmaktadair.

Mehmet Sabri Deniz ve Emre Akc¢e’nin “19. Yiizyilin Sonlarinda
Mardin’de Yeni Bir Toplumsal Tabaka: Avukat Sinift” isimli arastirma
makalesi Tanzimat doneminin Osmanli hukuk sistemine kazandirdig:
en 6nemli yapisal doniisiimlerden biri olan dava vekilligi kurumunun
tasra boyutunu incelemektedir. 185 numarali Mardin Ser>iyye Sicili
defterine dayanan arastirma, 450 mahkeme kaydini inceleyerek bir
argiman ortaya koymaktadir. Ampirik temellere dayanan bu argiiman,
1875 tarihli Dava Vekilleri Nizamnamesiile baslayan dontisimiin Mardin
gibi tasra kentlerinde sadece hukuki bir diizenleme olarak degil, ayni
zamanda yeni bir mesleki kimlik ve toplumsal tabaka olusumu olarak
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da karsilik buldugunu kanaitlar.

Muhammed Cuha ve Firat Allak’in “Mardin Dijital Bibliyografyast:
Mardin Arastirmalart Islevsel ve Iliskisel Bir Dijital Kaynak” baslikli
yazis1 Mardin Artuklu Universitesi biinyesinde gelistirilen ve bolge
arastirmalar i¢in biitiinlesik bir dijital altyap1 sunan platformun teknik
ve akademik incelemesini okuyucuya sunar. Metin, Mardin odakl
akademik birikimi dijital beseri bilimler aracglariyla goriiniir kilan ve
arastirmacilar icin fonksiyonel bir kesif ortami saglayan bir dijital
altyapi1 projesini kapsamli olarak tanitarak arastirmacilar i¢in yeni bir
yol haritasi1 6nermektedir.

S6z konusu calismalar, geleneksel olanin korunmasi ile toplumsal
donilisimiin yarattigi gerilimi analiz ederken, farkli malzeme tiirlerini -
imge, tas ve yazili belge, dijital ara¢lar- kuramsal bir biitiinsellik i¢inde
¢oziimlemeyi hedeflemektedir. Bu sayi, kiiltiirel siirekliligin salt fiziksel
bir koruma siireci degil, ayni1 zamanda toplumsal aidiyet ve kurumsal
kimlik insasinin temel bir unsuru oldugu gercegini disiplinlerarasi bir
zeminde tartismaya a¢maktadir. Sayinin bilesimi, dergimizin kapsam
gesitliligini de goriiniir kilmaktadir: Mardin ve c¢evresine odaklanan
makalelerin yani sira, ulusal hafiza cografyasinin baska bir muharebe
alanina uzanan bir ¢alisma, bu sayida yan yana yer almaktadair.

Elinizdeki sayi, birincil kaynak titizligini paylasan farklidisiplinlerin
-gorsel bellek calismalari, geleneksel yap1 analizi, sosyo-hukuk tarihi,
dijital beseri bilimler- ayni sayfalarda bulugsmasiyla miimkiin oldu. Bu
iiretimin her asamasinda ¢ift-kor hakemlik siirecimizin nesnelligini
koruyan hakemlerimize; dergimizin yayinilkelerine baglidegerlendirme
dongiisiini 6zveriyle yiriiten editoryel ekibimize ve her biri kendi
alaninda 6zgiin bir ses ortaya koyan yazarlarimiza tesekkiir ederiz.
Oniimiizdeki sayilarda, tarih, teknoloji ve tasarim ii¢liisiiniin kesisim
noktalarini daha da genisletmeyi; cografi olarak Mardin’le sinirli
kalmayip yapisal bir titizlikle iretilen calismalari ayni platformda
bulusturmay1 hedefliyoruz.

Mardin, Temmuz 2026
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We are delighted to welcome our valued readers and researchers once again.
While representing Mardin’s rich heritage on academic platforms, we also
wish to share the editorial principles and commitment to publication quality
that guide our journal. In particular, bringing local studies into dialogue with
universal academic standards and enhancing the visibility of scholarly data
in the digital world are central to our publication philosophy.

On this occasion, we would also like to clarify a common
misunderstanding regarding the scope of our journal. The International
Journal of Mardin Studies is not a publication open exclusively to studies
on Mardin simply because it bears the city’s name. Mardin undoubtedly
constitutes a major focus of our journal. Its rich archival heritage,
multilayered urban fabric, and multilingual social structure fully
justify such an emphasis. However, our journal welcomes all rigorous
studies situated at the intersection of history, technology, and design,
regardless of their geographical focus, historical period, or material
basis.

Whether an article concerns Mardin is not the sole criterion for
evaluation; rather, our primary criteria are rigorous primary source
analysis, theoretical depth, and methodological transparency. A
concrete reflection of this editorial principle can be seen in the present
issue. Of the four studies included, three focus directly on Mardin and
its surroundings -a structural investigation of a historic residential
building in Derik, a socio-legal historical analysis of the lawyer class
in the late Ottoman provinces and the Mardin Digital Bibliography-
whereas the first article examines the geography of national memory
beyond Mardin through the case of the Victory of Kut al-Amara. This
composition clearly demonstrates that our journal is not merely a local
platform; rather, it provides a venue for historical, social, and cultural
inquiry that extends beyond geographical boundaries.

In this respect, our journal seeks not only to serve as an academic
publication but also to build an interdisciplinary bridge through
which regional and transregional memory can be examined critically
and rigorously. At the heart of our publication policy lies an objective
evaluation process supported by double-blind peer review and a strong
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commitment to the methodological rigor expected of primary source-
based studies. Accordingly, our editorial approach encourages original
research that not only investigates local contexts but also synthesizes
contemporary theoretical frameworks with empirical and field-based
evidence. This issue demonstrates how materials drawn from different
geographical and thematic contexts can be interpreted through
the dialectical relationship between cultural continuity and social
transformation.

The four studies brought together in this issue examine how
collective memory is reproduced through tangible objects, documented
in physical space, and institutionalized through historical continuity on
the basis of primary sources.

The first contribution, Serkan Aycil’s article, “The Representation
of the Kut al-Amara Victory in Philatelic Design and Commemorative Coins:
An Iconological Analysis,” examines how the Victory of Kut al-Amara
was represented through philatelic and numismatic objects produced
between 2016 and 2018. Using the iconological analysis method, the
study demonstrates that commemorative stamps and coins depicting
figures such as Halil Pasha, wounded soldiers, naval and artillery units,
the Turkish flag, cracked earth, barbed wire, and commemorative
monuments are not merely collectors’ items but also representational
media through which collective struggle, leadership, and historical
continuity are constructed and communicated.

Nursen Isik and Ruken Karahan’s article, “Evaluation of Observational
Detection of Structural System Problems in Traditional Stone Buildings in
Mardin/Derik Using the Ahmet Karahan House as an Example,” draws attention
to structural problems that have emerged over time in historic houses.
Thefindings, systematized through assessments of the structural system,
load-bearing wall configuration, and spatial organization, provide a
scientific basis for conservation and strengthening interventions in
similar buildings throughout the region. The study further concludes
that the Ahmet Karahan House represents a unique example of Derik’s
traditional stone architecture and constitutes an important element of
the region’s cultural heritage that deserves preservation.

Mehmet Sabri Deniz and Emre Akce’s article, “A New Social Stratum
in Mardin Towards the End of the 19th Century: The Lawyer Class,” examines
the provincial dimension of legal representation, one of the most
significant institutional transformations introduced into the Ottoman
legal system during the Tanzimat period. Based on Mardin Sharia Court
Register No. 185, the authors analyze 450 court records to demonstrate
that the institutional changes initiated by the 1875 Regulation on Legal
Representation manifested themselves in provincial cities such as
Mardin not merely as legal reforms but also through the emergence of
a new professional identity and social stratum.
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Muhammed Cuha and Firat Allak’s review, titled “Mardin Digital
Bibliography: A Functional and Relational Digital Resource for Mardin
Studies” presents a technical and academic analysis of a platform
developed at Mardin Artuklu University that offers an integrated digital
infrastructure for regional studies. The text provides a comprehensive
overview of this digital infrastructure project which makes the body of
academic work focused on Mardin visible through digital humanities
tools and offers a functional discovery environment for researchers
and proposes a roadmap for researchers.

Collectively, these studies explore the tension between the
preservation of tradition and processes of social transformation while
examining diverse forms of evidence—including visual materials,
architectural fabric, archival documents, and digital tools—within
a coherent theoretical framework. In doing so, this issue opens an
interdisciplinary discussion by demonstrating that cultural continuity
is not simply a matter of preserving physical heritage but also a
fundamental component in the construction of social belonging and
institutional identity.

The composition of this issue likewise reflects the breadth of our
journal’s scope. Alongside two studies focusing on Mardin and its
surroundings, readers will find an article examining another significant
landscape within the geography of national memory. Thus, this issue
brings together four distinct yet complementary fields—visual memory
studies, architectural conservation and structural analysis, and socio-
legal history—united by a shared commitment to rigorous primary
source research.

We extend our sincere gratitude to our reviewers, whose careful
evaluations ensured the objectivity and integrity of our double-blind
peer-review process; to our editorial team, whose dedicated efforts
sustained every stage of the publication process in accordance with
the journal’s editorial principles; and to our authors, whose original
contributions continue to enrich scholarly debate within their respective
disciplines.

In future issues, we aim to further strengthen the intersections of
history, technology, and design, extending beyond the geographical
boundaries of Mardin while continuing to bring together
methodologically rigorous and theoretically grounded studies on a
common academic platform.

Mardin, July 2026
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