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Although ﬁmmre is eaﬂmﬁv chnsidar tereﬁect the culture from wh:eh

-~ it-has emerged, it is also true ﬁaﬂitﬂmwdsesa strong influenice on the
 national character of ‘i “peaple, @ it deals critically with its. social problems.
Literature, in general, and espécially prose, has often given society a mental impetus

| hﬁeabsneeofwhwhﬂ&hmycfawepbwwidhmbnndﬁfemtm\ \

‘cataclysmic upheavals in the history of Ein afa;nhe seventeenth century may be.
traced back partly, though usually. ndires y, to the writings of the then’
comcmpmwriters whachheiptdtommmophmand draw -
amnﬁonlowahsocidsmnﬁomvmi&!mdrmnﬁ. S S

lnviewofmeampertmtrobmdimﬂctqﬂ:mmhd\elifeofapeople
ﬂumanime the status of women' ~in the Titerature of mainly three countries -
 England, AmormandTurﬁeyisfobeduft :Yet before that the next step
woufdbetopomtnutﬂ\ezcmlpes&ﬁm ofwnmnmmm,upecaﬂym '
ﬂnnmeneenﬂ'tcenwry as this period; hfact,ﬁam%somofﬂtenminmmng
studies “in - ﬂ)ehbmryofﬂnanmmufwom in the three respective
countries. A . great many chafiges, - pelitical, veligious and, above all, economic, -
. affectmgastheydodeveryaspectufliﬁinﬁepeﬁeﬂmd,notlmt the status of
_“women makes this era particularly remarkable. There can be no serious doubt that
‘these changes have ﬂwirongmmthehmd famswhuchbemtommatm :
begmnhgofmeanmmdwhichmmmmwisdm ‘

 Of integral importance Is. the -French Revolistion, mcacmﬂymssedm”
ﬂedinnmmﬂ\mnutyEnglmdbyman"wom& Y fiterature -

U mdbyﬁnfwmmonofmyhmrpmwphdomdmmdm o |

on, remarkable for their énergy and aggressiveness. Following the French Revelution
came the conservative reaction in Endand-a noveme At:which*led;to;-ﬁle’imposiﬁon 7
ofcemerdnpandtoprmemfru’

— bringing maehammon of mdustry mm t apiid |
ermchmenttocer:am chmsaswelhsv Brty. i _
Thm forces, then, set up a chain of rmﬁom“ wb’;ch extmd thmughout

English society in the- nineteenth céntury. Tbe first link in the chain, the first
"mactor," s mdoubteay the trmmph of the rmdd:e dassu w:th their um of -

o= Ph D., - Professor. Deyartmmt of We;tam meges and L:ﬁaraturos. Haoett.epe
University.,
1. C.8. Dudiey, An Amlym ofthesymmofm Bsbu Socmy (Loutton R. wws,
1821). DA o R -




 view on the suhject thus:
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those of the upper classes, which pwavide the bas;c mmriai for the prebccupauon
_ofﬂieimellectualsofﬂ!eage ; S , -

"promotion" into a hlgher status and Mﬁrmiy—hetd mdards and ideals based on

1t is little wonder, therefore,"dm we ﬁnd wmers, economlsts, educationahsts R

and sociologists absorbed . by the problems attached to the status of women.’
Autobiographies, biographies, memoiu, pumals and other books written on the
“subject. give us revealing zcooun:s of the. mﬁsfacmry position then held by women. -
A few extracts from various impressions of the status of the "lady" of the time
and from demands for a reform i in that status may be !“"m*ﬂﬂﬂs : -

~ In 1853, Margarette Gmy wmes in her diary

A lady, to be sueh, must be a mcre fady, and nothmg else, She must not

o waork for profit, or engnga in any occupat,mn that money can command lest
. she invade the rights of the wm‘kmg classes, who live by their labour. Men.in
want of ‘employment have. p | theit way mto nearly -all the shoppmg and
retail business that in my eaﬁy years ‘were managed in whole, or part by -
~women, The conventional barrier that pronounces. it ungenteel to be behind - -
8 counter; or serving the public in any mercantile capacity, is.greatly extended,
. The same in hoiisehotd ecouomy Servants must be up ‘to their offices, which
-~ .18 very well, but ladies; dismissed from the dairy, ‘the confectionary, the store-
- xoom, the sﬁll-room, the poultxy yard, the kitchen-garden and the orchard,
. have hnd!y yet found themseives A& spm equally use
' :_,',thepursultottmdeandartto whjcktea,pplytheira unda

John Stuzrt Mill, one of the advamu of women s suffnge,vv expresses his

Hnrdly any. decent educated ooeupmon save one, ié open to ﬂl_em. 'I’he/y -
, ,neeithergovememmmthim, .fn, e '
3 HB book Tbe Sub]eetzon of %mm. is Gntirely deMOtcd 0 thls subject. He. ,
 says: )
O Thc govenment of women over. m, oqu:lity buren the two and sueh
. mixed and divided modes of gavcmmm as might be invented, it-has been

-decided, on the testimony-of experience, that the mode in which women are
wholly concerned, and each i private: being mrdv the “legal obligation of =~

. -obedience to the manwiﬂtwlwmthe hu,naoeiutedherdntiny ‘was the .

; ,arrange;nent mont conducive to' the hmpim and we!-bamg of both.* 4

2, J E. Butler Memom ot John Gny (E&inbu:gh Edmondston and Douglas,
1969), p. 326, : :

N 3. JohnStumMﬂl SpeechmthaﬂomatCommons,Mayzo 1867

4, John Stuart Mill. Thv Sub:ecaoa of Wamm (London E\m’ymm s Libmy, IM.
Dent and Som, Ltd 1929), p. 222 ) .




, ,Thenhemds toshowthe mmpomy pomaon nfwomen

" Meanichile, ‘the wife is the actual bond servant of her husband; no les so, as

: tnash@yloblmﬁongoes,mw‘ only so called.. She vows 2 lifelong
obedience to him at the altar," eld to it all through her life by law.
Causists may say that obtigation: of ‘obedience’ 'stops short of participation in
crime, but It certainly extends to ﬂwym ‘else. She can do no-act whatever
but bg; his, pennisﬁon, at laut taeit ﬂm etn aequite no propexty but for
him. o :

" Even children be!ong to fam oaly.

They dre by law his children. ﬂe ltmlhsany leal rlghts over them. Not
* one act can she do towards or' in relation to them, except bydelegaﬁon&om
him, Evenafterhelsdeadsheisnottmktepl gumlhn unless he by will
- has made her so. He could ‘even send them away from her, and deprive her of - -
' themunsofseeingorcorremendlntwﬁhm ‘until this power was in some
: dmereﬂrichedbySerthomdshet Thkisherlegalshte &

Therefore, }.S. Milt appeais for dmr fmedm ty,mg to prove their ablhnes A

....-women and not a few memly, but many wamen, have proved themselves
. capable of everything, pethaps without a single exception, which is done by
~ men, and of doing it sueeaufully and aﬂihbly

‘ l.ater,one comes across } W. Adamson who tells us that: | B
The demand for a gmﬁ adv:me in the- educatmn of women, ‘which was 5o

- mnarked in the 'seventies', ‘and early ’dghﬁes ; was w phase of the question

' then known as 'Womeit's Riglm ‘This feminist movement began in the United
" States of America and ipread to thk couni:y (England) about 1840, but it
made little progress here until the exténsion of the Parliamentary franchise
‘was ‘mooted. In aiﬁnmowthmmmtmeconomic Thedispuitym
the numbers of. the two sexes and the" imtabimy of fortune experlenced by
" ‘many families during the !ﬁsthalfbf thecanhn‘y enusedan increase. in the

- number of women who were .in ‘whole or in part self-supporting. This state
of things was in contradiction of middie-class traditions and sentiment: but
- economie facts could not be’ glinsnyed ‘Out-of a total population of eighteen

- millions in 1851 threeandahdtmmimotnbmenwm working for a
" subsistance, of whom fivesevenths were unmarried Within the next ten -
yearsthethenumbuofsew-mpporﬁng wmenemedodtwmtypereentot -
the - total population; which mumbered - twenty millions. The middle-class
prejudices against the paid. employinent-of ‘women, their inferior’ ‘education
-and the disabilities under which. they suffered before the law, all tended to
 lower the rate of renumexiﬁoniot women's wotk & ‘ ‘

5. Ibid, p,247. e

6. Thid., p. 248. »

4. Ibid,, p. 267,

8. 4. W. Adamson, Englwh Edwcaaen !7&9*1 902 (Cambnd'e Umversity

- Press, 1980), pp 323 324

- '/7




Itwuthe mmﬁonvmeh j rd.
ltagalninspiteoftheprouots : ige m&nl&gl}eﬂworsnelemd
Addison, ‘and the pretensions of the blne-stocking. though Mrs. Montagu
must be given credit for haﬂng n 1776 pmpoaed to found and endow a
" eollege for women:but-let the pmdfep when Mrs, Btrbka 'Y 'bntalllng

novelist of reacuomry opinions, uM the post of superintendent.., ®

'Swhwuﬂresmwofwminﬁwlynﬁwmnﬁumurym&ﬂmd

- and even in America. It is possible to select various dates for the true beginnings =
«,ofmeWomn'sMovemt,butwhaumMommydwm as has already been

pointed out, it is impossible to isolate &aﬁapﬂmfmuﬂ\emtswmchprewded :
it. Like every oﬂwrdeveiopmtofmmmiew it was the result of amwuiltitude
ofcausesmditmidubeboﬂtpmﬂabhmdmmngmwchmemoutm

~ even more detail: Yet for the present purpose, it would be proper to be confined to.

two Victorian novelists who, indeed, cmwm&m\memetyto the arousing public

opmionforﬂteameafwm mmwm«pmm The first, bom

" as Mary Ann Evans, hadtohaveapmwmesomw works would not faee.

reaction framtﬁecomnnﬁtywhichcohﬁﬁq" in Blackstone's words that''The
d&bihtles a women lies under are for the most part intended for her protection
and benefit, so great a favourite is the female sex in- the laws of England."1° Yet
“the fact was that these lawsmécmmputwataumdiadmhge."ay

marriage,".Blackstone goes ofi to say, *'the very being or legal existance of a wornan -

s suspended, or at least it is incor ,.,A:f,loreunsali&udmﬁmofmemm
unde whoae wmg, protecﬁm andcowrfha everything, and she is
Thist,im phhertanslns meant that

v , _Wlemeofzwrfeallbdmgd,
to- her husband, as ddahoﬂmmﬂdmﬂu'm@uhep The incorporation and -
consofidation were complete. “My’ wife and | are one, and | am he,” was what a .
husband believed ;n,mdam&mmsmmmﬂtfwawom befa:e

. 1857, t!wemnowayefmpenvém

, Into such a socuetymbomeyAmEvaM(ﬁeorgeEﬁot),mdwhenshe
" loved and then started to. live with the ienowss philosopher, thinker and writer
.GemgeHmems,whowamhgmmﬁtonﬁ'ommswm.wsmymmdmd
George Eliot an-outcast. Even Oueen Victoa would not accept her at court. Despite
this sad experience, &orgeﬂmdwwwtwm _never scorns masriage. On
the. contrary, Mpralsesntoﬂremdpeﬂ&aaofﬂummmdofaﬂhum :
.rehtmn:hip zsacrament, ) bfmedmfdtbutofwuimehumfelbwﬁip h .

9. Rosahe Glynn Grylls Existing Edmﬁos for Womcn, O:ueenc Collep 1848- ‘
1943 (London: George Rutherford & Sons, 19483, p. 11. : :

10. Sir Wlm-m thkstom. ‘Commentary on ﬁc Lcwt of England (London 17865).
11y There was a theenticd possibility .of diva'e- by ‘Act of Parliment, but only in
two eases:was this ever obtained at' ﬁawuawe,mm omwouid
requizeaforhlmtoapplyfo!thuAct L
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~ almost all her novels nﬁreﬂemda mhaly, pﬂm, bmﬁngueandsacredobhgtm
‘Her life with Lewis was an example of this ideal; she was true and faithful to him, -
to their bond, tothe end md was an aﬁecﬂonatemoﬂmer to his children fromh;s :
first wrfe ‘ ‘
Homver wibh these emﬁma, bath sad and aﬂwermse, lymginber"
backgrouud she found it only natural te build asound the characters of her heroes

_and-heroines, smrmreﬂeeﬁnghumfnﬁyﬁﬁ She derived almost all the major-

- characters and situations of her novels:from real fife. Her views of ‘promotion’ in

the. social classes are interwoven around acqminunces and members of her family.
Her own aunts' advancement. had left its traces in her mind, but their experiences
serve as a-basis for event. Her novel z‘ke Mill on the Floss is considered to be her
own biography.  The tragic-life of ‘the peetic; sensitive, independent-minded and
intelligent Maggie Tulliver is based on that of her creator. Maggie defies the rigid, -

strict social laws. which would - impede her from. ‘behaving naturally. She thinks

. independently and acts mdependmﬁy. Yet the Victorian society with its  utmost
adherence to ' the notions of "decorum,”: “"ladylike" conventions and customs
_ tries to crush Maggie's liberal social - behavior, just as it tried with Georgé Eliot’
herself. The heroines of Adam Bede and The Middiemarch, the Methodist preacher
_ Dinah Morris and the intelligent Dorathea Brooke, are also female characters through
~whom George Eliot explores the dmdmmgews status. of _ women then and- thus
mulcawstethemdinapuhlwherommadﬂngs : R \

- lust fike George Ehot, Enjand sm major \ﬁctorm noveiists, such as Charlés
Dickens, William Makepeace Thzctaray ad Geome Meredith, ~ dedicated their
enormous talents to an éxploration er‘tcmankm which: by ‘the sheerfactuf. :
‘assuming_its inescapability, complicated and enviched it It waS their treatment
of their subject, not their subject, that dlsdmtﬁ\ed them from other less talented
* English writers. Even today they restore for us the context and posab!e seriousness -
of what are now more or less abondoned Tmrarv themes: feminine purity; feminine
_ innocence; the sancity of the childish. heart; and, ‘above all; themuhgofreligwus- A
conformity. Emily, Dofa and Agnes of Dickens' David Copperfield are but true and
concrete examples for feminine purity and innocence. His other novel, Great
Expeciations, or Thackeray's Vanity Fair, ae but reflections of various social issues
* of the time, and, not least of which, is the posmon of women. George Meredith,

' . who is generally considered to. ‘be an obscure writer, is. another Victorian advocate - ’

for. the cause of women. All Msheromesmdwmeofthemmorfmle characters
in his novels The Egoist, Digna of the Crossieays, Evan Harrington, and Sandra Belloni
- are but his mouthpieces for the emancipation of women. As a general rule, novelists
- usually ‘base their fiction on their own.-experiences. The interest lies in what
‘experiences they select to present in their fiction and how these expeﬂences are
moulded. ‘In the instance of George Mercdiiﬁ fotexample,even the casual reader
- is struck by his treatment of women chirm, their importance .in his fiction, and -
the attitude of their auﬂ:ortnward them: Ahoﬂter pofntabout Meredith, just as it
is with -George Eliot, is that incidents in his - novels are almost: alt psychological
/actm,descrmed notasthey wuﬁdm':keonohsm butfmm themwpointof-
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. the actor. Heseldom smsafmonmamﬁmpb heseathesuwe complexity

of life too clearly; hence, he tnes
 surroundings. ‘

e

Another point which is again founaboth in George Ehot and Merednth is that r
their standard of values is largely different ﬁ'bm that of the ordinary-man, They see

:myﬂtmg in: the full eontextuf s

. life as.a complex of emotions, with ‘pdssionas its thrust and highest reality. Their -

thoughts mave on a highier plane than that of mwday life. To understand them,
the reader-has to climb of to be lifted tup-to their altitude, for only then their view
becomes. mtell;gnble since: matters which, !oo’ked at from the dead-level of everyday
. life, appear .to . be - mounlzus, are then seen 'to be only hills with the true peaks

revealed above and behind them. This-is, Ik faﬁ what malas Meredith in partwular
" more obscure which is also hls arigmahxy :

e /Commgback tothe main lweam onecm see matthe :mpactofmese,
novelists ont the ‘public as far as the emﬁpaﬁon bfwemen is-concerned, is indeed,
'no less than that of Mary Wollstonecraft, who was inspired by thoughts of “Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity," and wrote andpublshad her great book, A Vindication of
- the Rights of Woman. On the surface things were unaltered; but across the apparently . -
“immutable state of ‘society there flowed the searchlight :of the philanthropic
movement, and this. mumﬁon Mtbehmit not only mavemems to improve the -
social and material cdncliums of the: pebpie,but also a-great awakznng of conscience. ‘
" The young women who lived.under its influence saw that the world was unsatis-
factory in a great many ways; they saw: that old peaple were poor and hungry, that.
children were: wild and ragged, and. that rain came in thfough’ the cottage roofs;
-and then they realized that themselves, being "only women,” were powerless to do-
any substantnal good And from ﬂm atuminiﬁon, the anen s Movemnt sprang.

_ ‘Yeét, as far as the ordmary women- was oamemed the state of affanrs was not:
grievous.: By “law  women: - were heavily  handicapped, and none of fhegriew)us
disabilities which had been fastened upon thein in. the ancient’ past had yet been
removed. But the ordinary women = thought: niothing of their legal status, and cared-
not at alt for their “rights."" Life, as they knew it, was a mixture of pleasures and
pains, and the proportions were not controllable by law. They- adjusted themselves

- to the world in which they found themselves; and if they were fortunate in their
family surroundings, as weil as being irmlhpnt, or beautifut, their - lives passed

_pleasantly enough. ‘But their - prosperity. was built on precuious foundations, and

~serious dangers lurked bmth it; If their fm or their husbands; were “ ifl-
disposed, the whole course of their’ kvu might be shattered through no fault-of
thenr own For women were. relaﬁw ea mea, mdhad no real standmgnfthewown

These were mdeed thc stzk fac;smmingﬂn posmon of women mthe -

mlddle of the nineteenth century, and pubtic.opinion fully supported them. It was
,xenerally agreed to be one of the nlf-mﬁmtlawsof nature that-men were superior
‘to women - mentally, physmﬂy, and morally.. Eéucaﬁon, therefore, as already has
been eXphmed at the outset, .wwld he Wasted upon them _responsibility . would
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overwhelm tbem, and work: wouid malﬁe them m. Tlny must be shelured, protected,
and indulged -soﬂ\etheoryrm.'l'_heywen ‘the wives, or the mothers;, -or the
daughters of some man; that was their description and the real justification of their
_ existence. And the virtues and aﬁammems which it was right and preper for_them
to cultivate were those which would be MI in these capacities. Men differed as
~ “to what-they wanted from women: ‘SOfme Wery
“wholesome stupidity, others hoped for intelligent companionship and a dash of |
sympathy; but all were  united in fedhg that ambition, achievement, and -
independence were. unfemmne attﬁbnms and that obed;ence, hmmhty and
unseiﬁshness were what was reaily requwed : .

. The women Who were brought up m this convention grew accustomed to it,
* and loved it. They sheltered’ ‘under the irresponisibility. it gave them, and they hugged
the “chains" which seemed so protective; and in their turn they brought up their
 daughiters in the good old way, S0 maaﬂsemdfairmdsrmoﬂ:.lnﬂzemsddie .
_and .upper_classes, women wha ‘were- exup‘ﬁomﬂy energetic. might carve out for
" themseives a round -of "dutles," but the others would sink back into a soft sdtenes,
: and men despssed ﬂ\em, and women - didk notmmd. ' :

. Among_ the workmg populauon condtﬁem wm not tbe same, but the belief
in-the inferiority of women was equally firmly emblidxed. Although women toiled
with their hands as hard, and even more- incessaitly thm men, they had less reward
for what they did. If they went out to werk their rates of pay were pitifully low;
~ and if they did not goouttowork,thm were no rates of pay at all. Itwasgemrally :
believed that if 2 man was displeased with:the way his wife "worked:for him - or
with any ‘other aspect of her conduct - -he had a perfect right to beat her with a stick,
provided it was not thicker than his own’ thumb. ‘This-was all “natural.’ It was
woven into the very fabri¢ of the mim, which it would be ndlculous as well
, as\impmusto change :

 Such was the geneml beﬂef and the ml situation- of fema}e inhabitants

-~

content with good cookingand -

of the country when the English authors-were contributing to the emancipation of ‘

women through their portrzyals of the hfeﬁke mqams of comemporafy women.’

o Turmng to the U, S A at the very same tlme,éne is overwheimed by the almost
identical picture of the female inhabitants to. that of their sisters in England. One
need not therefore explore further all the social and economic handicaps set. around
the American Woman then. ‘Whiat is worth- mentimhg here is the difference in'the
" treatment of the subject by ‘American authors of the Victorian era such as James
' Fenimore Coopet, Nathaniel Hawﬂ\m, Hm:y David Thereau, Herman_ Melville,
~ and Walt_Whitman, who tumed their sights principally on values and scenes that
“Operated as alternatives to’ cultural norms, Their subjects, as well as-their styles,
. differed .even from those -of their American contemporaries. They wrote dramas
. of the forest, the “city, the sea. :Thcy:oujutobring their readers into. direct
,confrontatnon with the more brutal facts of America's explosive development.

Thoreau, Cooper, Melvdle and Whttmm wme prinwpaﬂy about men, not girls and




T B s A .
chnldren, and they ‘wrote about men aupgad W ecom:muﬂy and ecolopc:lly

Amerim economy into the most: powerfully:
‘world, American culture ‘seemed bent ¢ mbhgl\mg a _pe(petul Mother's Day
This period, mfact,mdndestha 0
the revolution in printing and the rise o
the Ladies’ Magazine, w!uch ‘had 2 ane ; e X ,
‘women's movement. It was in tms permd m, when Hawthorne wrote and when
centuries-old traditions and beliefs. concerning women, which had until then been -
unconditionally accepted as part of the cultiral heritage, were being examined and
“questioned. The force behind this new awarentss ‘was, it. séems, the attack on the -
system launched by the femininists, -Hawthorne's phrasings and rhetoric make it
clear that he was familiar mﬁandinﬂumcedbyﬁeifidea Almost all his women .
in greater or less degree are victims ‘of 'the ‘injustices of which-the. feminists
~ complainéd, and of deeper psychelogical injustices which did not figure in their
statements. ]'he dernands of the feminists, if achieved, were perfectly sbvious to him;
Hawthorm s four novels show a hatred of- the existing system as intense as that of -
any feminist, so hetould scarcely fault them' for their radicalism, But one should
remember that sharp differences - focus and ‘emphasis existed. (One must be
. careful, however, not to ‘confuse Hawﬂ'mmes personal animosm/ toward Margaret
Fuller, whom he did not take serieusfy as a feminist, with substantive disagreement),
. Thoroughly alienated as he was from the compmerical ethic, Hawthorne could hardly
be concerned with problems since he saw society as’ 30 devastatingly repressive of -
the. best in man - ‘since, i fact; the unending struggle between repression and
seifhood is his major. theme - he cowdseemﬁcpremady to woman’s ills in giving
her access to society's opportunities in equal measure with men. Work, in his view,
was a prison for man,;wtasmmwaaprimforwom He did not, however, .
use this conviction to rationalize problhttmg weomen from. entering traditionally
. ‘masculine fields; he exptmty states in The BW Romance that seciety should,
for itself and for women, open’ all avenues te- her..In The Scarlet Letter one can
. perceive in Hester's story, absmd from the fire- Symmws of the novel, a case
-study ‘in radicalization and the lrmitsof women’s freedom. The Blithedale Romance
- is the novel most explicitly concerned with- the women question, and the one whose
" rhetoric and ideas show . the most extensm feminist- influence. In Priscilla, the -
overworked - and underpald pro%eﬂﬁan who_alo incarnates maidenly purity,
Hawthorne combines the polar. extremes of culturai misogyny. The working girl
nmkty‘smtexp!oiwdanddemm,tbemdmmmofa
ruthless ecorfomic ethic. The ethereal female is society's most dearly held ideal,
whose impossible demands on women put them as effactively behind a veil as the
custom of purdah. To tombine Mtwaex#emmamdefm:stoexpm 4
 the. culture's hypoctisy. While real women are abused, an ideal of woman is exalted;
the ideal conceals the abuse; and |tsmmuinesfmabumww Xenobia's
legend of-the silvery veil shows the fears that have led men m place wommbehind
the veil, and thus expwesanoﬂwrievelnfhypnmcy o

®
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: %playmgthas meaphet .on: the Ved palhaps it tsarcpc time to turn to
Turkey, where this "sign‘" {the- velt)-of feminine purity, innocenice, and mobility of
status was-in its most. mﬂmt&dphaich ﬂae hismcy ‘of that nation in themnementh

o Strangely enough, t@e earlsy writm: htstory ‘of Anatolia goes back to 3000
B.C. and all written decuments prave the Jofty status and equality women had with
men. There was a strict practice of- monogamy and adultery was forbidden. Yet
women’s wages were Iessﬂaanmensmgafer the same work. The practice of -
"Baghk' was first introduced then. Shamanism was the Turk's first official religion
before Istam. In this the. Mother goddess was - given the first place among the

" Shamanistic gods and goddesses. ttis also interesting that.In-Shamanism everything
that 'was pleasant, such as birth, love, thegood the right was associated with a
goddess and everyﬂnng that was unpleasant such as death, dssease,andwar was
associated with a god. Shamanism was based on egalitarian concepts. The woman was

. su-ong,mﬂuemulandpowfufmdsmd&sidewhmbmd -

: Later the Turks acesptcd Istani; almmt mmmﬁes after it had appeared.
_The ultimate goal of Islam is paradise; and Muhamimed teaches that those who serve
" their - mothers well - m -achieve their goals. To a large extent this: explains why
' nmportance is' given to women and mothers in islam. But as Islam appeared in
_ different ‘fegions, certain moral tenets  could be moognized The practice of
murdering daughters was prohibited; mareover, laws for masriage and divorce were
* introduced. Women, for the first time, could win and inherit properties in Istam.
3 Women had to obey their husbands, and, in retum, ‘husbands had to treat their
- wives well The Koran comders wife zndhmbmd, moﬂlerand fathereqnl

N Lmr, however Turkash wmnsmhtsas practised in Islam came to be
compietely changed, cspecaally under Persian and Byzantine influences. Ajong with~ -
chanps in social structure came dmges in reﬁg;ous beliefs, and the social status of -
women was downgraded with the intreduction into Turkish society of the Persian

- . patriarchal system and the mischievous woman image of Zarathustra, In the fifteenth

- century, the "Harem" was mstitumuahzed in accordance ‘with Byzzntme and
- Persian styles. In the 18" century which is also the period of the Ottoman states

regression, the Tlﬂ'k}Sh woman lost many of her rights: her fights in marriage and - |

divorce, inheritance and ownership and m her right to bear testimony in a court -
of Taw. She was shut up- in" the house and - her ltfewasreducedtoakmdof'
mprisonment. :

Upmﬂmtumofﬂwcmmmpdmwreformamnafl&s anumberof

_ decrees which limited women's rights were Issued ene after the other. For example,.
during ‘the reign of Osman IlI, a decfeeaﬂowmg wamen to go out only four days
. a week was issued. Laterinthkpeﬁnd,wmnhadtoobeymhsadordenofme
sultans as forbade them to walk along’ the same street as their fathers and sons.
‘However; it is.a fact that these' deciees mguhw:ta woman's conduct only in certain
placesmdatcemm times. The Turkish’ women' mthemralpartsofd)ecounu'y ‘
lwedmuchm«efmlyttmdudwmmhismm o
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) But in 1839 with the Reformaﬁeam V,mﬂons and westemimion in the
country began. Women in this ztmeapm were granted new rights and privileges.
Also certain laws, like thosé concerning the lmdé-ow!ﬁng inheritance and marriage
taxes were restored to the advantage of ﬁae\wonm ‘Concubinage disappeared and

 schools for girls opened. Even the idea of a woman's working was advocated. Thus,

~ the women who always had a share In' the fighting its time of war wouldnot be shut .~

-~ in the house in time of peace A newepeeh forwm‘s emamipaﬁonwas opemng.

v In 1859 $mas| wrote his famossphy MM achaatm whu:h he suppomd :
. the idea that, in the arrangemmt ofa maﬂ'hp, it mnecassary for both sides to see
- and love each other. He also ridiculed and reproved the custom of “goriici' (visiting -

the proposed bride's house for brideseeing}: In 1868 the journal Terakki (Progress) -

brought forward the subjects of women's ﬁghuaad ‘elections for the- ﬂrst time, In
1872, the poet, prose. writer and journalist Narmuk. Kemal's writings in foret gave
wide publicity to the question of woman's emamipaﬂou and -her soclal status.

~ Another poet of the same era, Abduthak Hamit, stated that "'the measure of 2 -

country's progress was the women's Iegal,socwmd pmfessoolﬂ posmon in relatton
to that Of the man." . .

=T

n 1859 a hlgh school for glrls was apemd n 1869 it became. compulsoryl
for girls. between 6-11 years old to. amnd ‘primary- schools, ln 1870; a: teachers’

training -~ school for - girls ‘was opened in_ Istanbul, In 1959, 3 group of women -

poplished the Ladies’ Journal. Many .other. actm social, literary and: political,
~ supported women's nghtr But,,an mpomnt issue here is that in Turkey, in‘any
,penod of history, there were never . Movements of Emanc:patnon in the Westem
sense of the word. We had never had mnﬁt.\mmethads as was the case in England,
for example, to obtain. our rights fuuy Throughout: history Turkish women were
famous for their contributions to plulam!uoplc and educational works. However,
it was the foundation of the new Republic of Turkey in 1923, when the Civil Law -
replaced -the religious cede and a mtemmt concemmg women was lssued whuch'
can be summarized thus ' p >y : _

" — The custom of polygamy which'| 4__7:{;’:@4‘@ fMen centuries came to
~an end within Civil Law which allewed 2 man to marry one woman

vthrough a civil mamage relig}om oeumonies would not be recognized
- by law. , .

P

= The. mother was equally latteforﬁwe mdmdnpofchadunasm
father g - R

= For both womenand m,nwan[lewtommyunderacemhage(ls)
- ln marriage nqtherﬂm mannor.ﬂae womam couldberepresemdby i

someone ¢lse. A marriage could only be tegihzed when both sades gave
ageement befoc;e an authorized person




A married woman could own propcfty wnthout her husband's consent

Men and. women were equal ‘ fore the Iaw with remd to the nghts of

mherltance IR

" Before the Civil Law, two women wntnesses could refute a man's

testimony. ' Civil Law did not dnsmmnam _between the sexes and
considered everybody's wltness equal lt also did nat d:scrlmmate between

race, religion.or color.

In conclusion it mlght be’ pomted out. that the political and literary '

attempts. for the emancipation of women both in England and America on the one
hand, and in Turkey on the other began in"the later nineteenth century; however,
-unlike in Turkey where, this process was. realized peacefully, and Turkish women
“were given their full rights through the parliament of the Republic, in the other two
countnes it involved a great deal of: militancy and public reaction. Furthermore in
view. of the womén's hberatlon movements in the Sixties and seventies, one tends
to suggest that the process in these two countries has not yet 'been completed and
L 1/11e reaction to this movement in their literature has periodically been reflected.
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