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Introduction

Mock trial is commonly used as an in-class and out-of-class activity in citizenship
education. Theoretically rooted in experiential learning (Glancy, 2016), mock trial can
be defined as a method in which students simulate a real-life situation about an issue
by acting out the roles of judge, prosecutor, lawyer, witness in a classroom decorated
like a real courtroom (Arthur & Wright, 2001). Simulations should be done based on
the experiences in a setting arranged in a realistic way. Since the simulation aims to let
students experience a situation in real life, the skills learned and improved can be
transferred into students’ real life afterwards (Bradley, 2006). Suggesting a learning
model in the form of ‘watch, learn and do’, this simulation technique enables the
students to evaluate the different perspectives of the problems faced, to make a
decision choosing among different opinions for solution, to see the effect of different
strategies on the decisions they have made and trace the consequences of their own
acts (Wales & Clarke, 2005).

With the Mock trial method, students learn how court system works and they
comprehend the significance of such juridical and democratic principles as justice,
impartiality, prescription, freedom of speech, importance of evidence, presumption of
innocence (Cassidy & Yates, 2005). Moreover, students learn the philosophical and
historical basis of constitution, thus contemplate and discuss on the current practices
within the context of past and now (Strickland, 2016). Beside enhancing students’
awareness of and involvement with issues about citizenship-related issues
(Smagorinsky, 1994), this method also improves students’ skills of conflict resolution,
problem solving, decision making, critical thinking, communication, cooperation and
empty and senses of justice and social responsibility. It also builds up learners” self-
confidence by supporting their social development (Ahmadov, 2011; Cassidy & Yates,
2005).

The efficacy of Mock trial depends on planning and structuring it properly. Mock
trail is usually constructed on a fictional situation. This fictional situation is given to
students before the court trial and students get prepared for the court issue and for
their roles (Roe, 1987). It is important that a realistic courtroom setting is built and
students work concentrating on their roles before the Mock trial (Glancy, 2006).
Besides, the students who are going to take part in the trial should be selected by
matching properly their skills and sophistication with trial roles. Apart from the
defendant and defending team, high participation can be sustained during the court
by giving students some roles such as reporter judge, witnesses and media groups
(Roe, 1987). The trial should be run just like a real one, roles should be acted
respectively, and teacher should play the role of observer and just take notes. The
teacher should also be a facilitator, guide, task manager and should support the weak
party in discussions (Ringel, 2004). During the trial, sufficient time should be allocated
for the inquiry process. This is one of the most important processes of the trial (Roe,
1987). After the trial, class should make a discussion to examine the trial process. The
teacher and other students should give feedback to the students taking role in the trial
about the indicators of a good performance and goals (Glancy, 2006). The evaluation
should be done in a holistic way, and the critical thinking, questioning, presentation
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and participation performances displayed by each student should be assessed as a
whole (Bengtson & Sifferd, 2010).

The use of Mock trials in education began with law education in 1970s. Mock trial
activities have been commonly used in law education to train lawyers (Kravetz, 2001;
Knerr & Sommerman, 2001). Mock trial activities have an important place in teaching
constitutional law (Fliter, 2009), international laws (Ambrosio, 2006), global policy
(Ambrosio, 2006; Jefferson, 1999), and politics (Ahmadov, 2011; Asal & Blake, 2006).
Moreover, this method has been recently used in teaching economics law (Carlson &
Skaggs, 2000; Hersch & Viscusi, 1998), and health rules and legislature (Smith, 1992).
An analysis of the relevant literature reveals that Mock trial is used in social studies
and history education (Patrick, 1991; Weiner, 2010), science education (Beck &
Czerniak, 2005; Wheeler, Maeng & Smetana, 2014). Mock trial has been used as an
active teaching method to teach candidate teachers discussion, questioning and
argumentation skills (Helgeson, Hoover & Sheehan, 2002). It is seen that previous
studies have been conducted mostly at tertiary or high school level, and trials were
run about fictive or current global issues. The literature revealed no studies which uses
Mock trials directly about classroom or school problems. The present study mainly
discusses how Mock trial method should be used when it is employed directly to solve
classroom problems such as behavior problems like violence and violation of
classroom rules through a case study.

Mock trial is used in education because it is grounded on experiential learning and
it is a method for simulation. Constructivist approach in education has been adopted
in Turkey since 2005 and learning outcomes and activities have been integrated into
all curricula in primary school as per cross-curriculum approach. However, many
research findings suggest that citizenship education is conducted in accordance with
a traditional teacher-centered approach (Bagli, 2013; Ersoy, 2007; Toraman, 2012). In
the present study, it is aimed to examine the Mock trial method used by a primary
school teacher in Turkey to solve the problems she faced in her class. In this regard,
answers to following research questions were sought:

1. How is mock trial method applied to solve the classroom problems?

2. What knowledge, skills, and values are taught to the students with mock trial
method?

3.  What are the attitudes and behavious of students towards mock trial?
4. What is the role of the teacher in the implementation of mock trial?

5. What are the challenges faced during the implementation of mock trial?
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Method
Research Design

This research is an intrinsic case study which involves the use of Mock trials to
resolve the classroom problems. Intrinsic case study is defined as the detailed
exploration of a particular and extraordinary case (Stake, 1995). This study draws on
intrinsic case study method since it examines an original and different situation. In this
design, which involves an exploratory process in its natural environment, the
researcher takes the intrinsic case as his/her guide rather a theory or generalization
and he/she is bounded to the context. Since the researcher reconstructs the experiences
of participants and readers, it is based on a constructivist philosophy (Mills, Durepos
& Wiebe, 2010). Theories can partly be beneficial in intrinsic cases which examine such
kind of specific situations because theories involve broader situations. Therefore,
intrinsic case is a situation which develops in its own context. The researcher interprete
the situation depending on the context just like an explorer. At the same time, the
readers understand the situation and make meanings within the context. In this study,
the practice of use of Mock trial method by a primary school teacher in Turkey to teach
Human Rights, Ctizenship and Democracy lesson was considered as an intrinsic case.

Participants

The studied school was a state school located in the center of Newcity (codename)
province in Turkey, which had a capacity of 800 students coming to school half of the
day mostly from families of middle socio-economic status. The study was conducted
with a classroom teacher and his/her students. This teacher, who has a creative and
sensitive character and uses different instructional methods, applies Mock trial in her
“human Rights, Citizenship and Democracy” course at fourth grade. With 20 years of
total professional experience and she has been using Mock trial in her lessons for 8
years. A total of 20 fourth grade students attending her class participated in the study
after their parents’ consent was granted. Since the participating students started the
primary school at their 5.5, they were 9 to 9.5 years old when the study was conducted.
Participants were generally born and grown up in the same city. Students” mothers
were generally elementary school graduates and unemployed. Their fathers were
generally high school graduates and work as tradesman or worker.

Data Collection and Analysis

In this study, the data were collected through participant observations during
classes and semi-structured interviews with the teacher and her students. Thus,
triangulation was achieved in terms of both data and participants. The Mock trial
processes conducted by the teacher was observed by the resarchers during her Human
Rights, Citizenship and Democracy classes. The researchers collected the data
accompanied with field notes as participant observers. Observations lasted about 6
months. Observations took a total of 24 lessons, with one hour each week at Human
Rights, Citizenship and Democracy lesson. Following every Mock trial, individual
interviews were conducted with each of the 20 students to get their general views
about Mock trial sessions, which lasted about 15-20 minutes. After each trial, students
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were asked about the roles they acted during Mock trial process, and after the
implementation of Mock trials they were asked about their opinions on Mock trial as
a method in general. The teacher was interviewed twice, first at the beginning of the
observation and second after the analysis of the data collected through classroom
observations and student interviews. During the first interview, the teacher was asked
general questions about the purpose, reasons, and procedure of using Mock trial in her
classes. After the trials ended, the data obtained from student interviews, classroom
observations and initial interview with the teacher were analyzed and second
interview with the teacher was conducted. During the second interview, the teacher
was asked questions about why the trials were conducted, how the students were
chosen and the problems faced regarding each Mock trial.

In this design, the data analysis focuses on interpretation of meanings and makes
an effort to grasp the richness and complicatedness of the case. Research report is
driven by the experiences and stories (Mills, Durepos & Wiebe, 2010). In this study,
the data were analyzed using inductive thematic analysis approach via MAXQDA
qualitative data analysis program. Data collected through observation and interview
were comparatively analyzed focusing on experiences and meanings.

Trustworthiness and Ethical Issues

Trustworthiness in qualitative research can be enhanced through participant
checks, participant consent, triangulation and peer examination (Merriam, 2013). In
the present research triangulation was achieved collecting data through both
observation and interviews with students and the teacher. Thus, the observation and
interview data together with teacher-student statements were compared providing the
opportunity to collect rich and detailed data. In this way, the agreeing or disagreeing
aspects of the data could be revealed. In qualitative analysis, expert opinions are
sought to ensure that data are interpreted truly (Glesne, 2014). During the analysis of
this research, two experts were consulted for their examination of the analysis.
Another method to enhance the trustworthiness is to examine the consistency between
the analyst’s interpretations of the participants’ statements and participants’ opinions,
i.e. participant checks (Lincoln & Guba 1985). Following the analysis of the data the
teacher was negotiated about the accuracy of the meanings extracted from the data.
Additionally, we granted the participants” written and verbal consent to take part in
the research. Moreover, students” parents were asked for their consent and only those
students with parental permission were involved in the study. All participants were
given nicknames during all phases of the research, and confidentiality of personal
information about the school, class, the teacher and the students were preserved.
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Results
Mock Trial Procedure

The goal of trials. Teacher Sevgi explained how she spontaneously began running
trials in her class: “One of my students told me. I link the content I teach to real life. I
said them they would be put on trial if they committed that crime. One of my students
offered: ‘Let’s do then teacher! Let’s set a court. I will be lawyer”. This is how the idea came
out.” It is understood that with the practice of Mock trial teacher Sevgi intended to
involve the students while solving students’ behavioral problems in the classroom, to
enable them solve their own problems, to develop their self-control skills and thus to
minimize the undesired behaviors in the classroom: “When they see their faults on their
own with the testimony, they realize the issue better and learn more effectively. When I make
the decisions, they have to abide with the decision. However, they mistakenly believe that a
higher authority gave an unnecessarily...But through it [Mock trial] they are better
convinced.”

It seems that Mock trials were run mostly based on an example scenario made up
by the teacher. When asked her opinion about using the actual classroom problems in
trials instead of fictitious scenarios, teacher Sevgi asserted that fictitious problems
would be less effective explaining as follows: “I myself might have given a topic. However,
the problems are solved more sustainably when I do it in this way... What can it ever work for
us if we solve in the classroom a problem which do not even experience? Yes, they could learn
the trial procedure, however they would not embrace the point since the topic is irrelevant, and
the injustice they suffer could not be revealed.”

Timing. Teacher Sevgi stated that as the learners’ level of maturity increases, she
uses the method more effectively. Teacher Sevgi states that she expects the method to
improve inquiry skills and certain moral and democratic values such as respect,
affection, trust and empathy among learners. She further explains that she makes an
effort to develop these skills and values during the first three years of primary school
and begins to use the method by the fourth class: “I use trials only after things are
established and students know about me. I used the method after they knew, believe, and trust
me and their classmates...” Another aspect of timing that teacher Sevgi considers is the
“frequency of trials”. Mock trials were run in the classroom once every 45-60 days.
Sevgi ran four Mock trials during the 6 months of study. As she explains below, she
runs the trials not so frequently, because otherwise the impact of decisions taken in the
trials may fade away, it may be at the center of students’ lives or they may feel fed up
with the trials: “I'm in favor of running it rarely. I don’t want it to be the focal point their
lives... In order to prevent such concerns, I try to run trials duly and when very important
events happen.” It was observed that Sevgi runs the trials generally in the last classes
and during the last 15-20 minutes. Sevgi explained that the reason for running the trials
towards the end of the lessons was to prevent the decisions given during the trials and
the statements of the students who took roles from affecting negatively the other
students and the friendship between students: “When I run it during the last 20 minutes,
they can't reflect it to the class. The next day they forget it”.
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Introduction to the trial. At the beginning of the trial, the subject of the trial emerges
and it is determined after being discussed by the class. Since the problem incidents
occur during the break time, they are submitted to the court generally after the
students tell the teacher about the problem and sometimes through teacher’s
observations in and out of the class. The teacher and students decide together the issue
to be handled in the trial. Trials are generally run on common problems that concern
all students, but individual problems are not handled in the court. Trials are run
especially in the case of violent acts such as hitting the friends, giving harm to the
classroom equipment (e.g. class register or the lamp etc.), misbehaving the peers (using
bad language, mocking or excluding from the game etc.) and acting against the
classroom rules (using the IWB without permission, playing with a ball in the corridor
or classroom).

Rules of the trials. Teacher Sevgi set some rules with the students in order to run the
trials effectively and to prevent possible negative attitudes. It is understood that she
set these rules as a precaution not to affect the relationship between students
negatively. These rules are as follows: listening to his/her friends respectfully during
the trials, learning and applying precisely the decision of the court, deciding the
subject of the trial together, being honest during the court, telling the events as they
are, respecting the decision made by the judge, giving responsibilities especially about
education at the end of the trial, performing the responsibility taken, caring about not
to resend others, solving the problems with affection, respect and cooperation, and not
ridiculing any issue after the trial. When any of them is breached the teacher reminds
the students of the rules during and after the trial.

Running the trial. After the teacher decides with the students to run a trial, the trial
procedure begins, which includes these steps: first, the teacher associates the problem
with the topics of the course (democracy and human rights); second, the students are
cast their roles; third, the classroom is set into the court arrangement; finally, the trial
is held and the court decision is announced. In this study, a total of four trials were
run about the issues of “Throwing chalks”, “Running in the Classroom”, “Excluding
a Friend off a Game”, and “Soaking the Class Register”.

The teacher associates the issue with the lesson content sometimes before the trial
and sometimes after the trial. Teacher Sevgi stated that while using the Mock trial she
associates the trials with the topics of 3rd grade World Knowledge course such as

a7

“Abiding the rules of collective life and performing the responsibilities”, “Getting on

”ou

well with people around” “Being in solidarity and cooperation”, “Felling affection and
respect to people”, “ Abiding the class rules”, “Using the school equipment carefully”,
and with the concepts in the 4th grade Social Studies and Human Rights, Citizenship and

Democracy courses such as right, justice, laws, equality, human rights and freedoms.

After the teacher associates the subject of the trial with lesson, she casts the roles to
the students. She generally runs the Mock trials with 6-10 students. While the roles of
judge, prosecutor, lawyer and defendant are played by only one student, there are two
witnesses in some trials and four in others. However, it was observed that those
students who do not have any roles in Mock trials generally do not watch the trial and
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they get occupied with something else. For these students who do not take part in
Mock trials, teacher Sevgi states that “They somehow react for not being selected. They feel
offended since the teacher hasn’t chosen them. They get bored and, thus, they try disrupting the
class.” Teacher Sevgi believes that she can solve this problem by selecting the students
for the trial by turns. Moreover, she selects the students from voluntary students,
whom she only declares the roles. It was observed that students are generally willing
to take part in Mock trial, and they are especially more willing while teacher selects
the judge. Teacher Sevgi explains below how she selects the students by matching their
personal traits and the roles, the context of the incident to be handled in the trial
(whether the students stay in or out of the event) and the situation:

I choose the witnesses from among the students who directly saw the event, can
really tell the truth, won’t falsify the event, can tell what she/he actually saw. I
try to select an objective kid as the lawyer... As for the prosecutor role, I try to
select a kid who can tell the truth and represent strong opposition. As for the
judge role, I generally try to select a kid who is wise... relatively reasonable, and
impartial.

After roles are cast, the classroom is arranged for the Mock trial. The trial is run in
the small space between the IWB and desks in the classroom with a capacity of 30
students. While the Mock trial is run, students stand next to each other in front of the
board generally facing their friends. The teacher does not make any special
arrangement for the court and students act out their roles with their routine school
uniforms. Teacher Sevgi explains below why she does not arrange the classroom so as
to simulate a real court: “I was concerned that students could have been nervous if I had
asked them to wear special costumes looking more serious? Thus, I preferred it to happen in a
more improvised way, solving such small problems among us. I arranged the students in a
circle. I wanted them to be equal in rank.”

The student who acts out the judge in the Mock trial listens to the other students
who play the roles of defender, offender, witnesses, lawyer, and prosecutor first, then
makes a decision and declares it. Since there is no jury in Turkish courts, only the
student in judge role makes a decision. When making decisions, students abide by the
decisions and instructions designated by the teacher before. Some of the decisions
made by the students included physical sanctions such as squatting, standing up for a
while, imitating animals; educational sanctions such as not participating the physical
education and sports lesson, reading books, doing extra tests, doing calculation
homework; artistic sanctions such as bringing flowers to the class, singing, writing a
poem; or other preventive sanctions like writing ‘I apologize” or ‘I will not do it again’.
Teacher Sevgi does not intervene in the court’s decision-making process and just
makes sure that court decisions impose sanctions that will be beneficial for the
students. Teacher Sevgi believes that what matters is not the sanctions imposed by the
court, but to have the students notice their misbehaviors and not to repeat again. Thus,
teacher Sevgi said that the sanctions given by the court are “Symbolic” and continued
“The important point is to judge the student in this process, i.e. to get aware of the misdeed.
The decision is not very important”.
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After the trial. After the Mock trial, the teacher does not make any evaluation or
comment about the trial procedure, but just follows the changes in students” post-trial
attitudes and behaviors. The effect of the court decisions on students’ behaviors varies
from student to student. Although most students do not repeat the same misdeed, a
few of them continue to display the same negative attitude or behaviors. For example,
Ceren admits that she hesitates to do acts that end up with certain sanctions in the
Mock trials, saying “I mean ‘I say... if I do the same I am going to have the same sanction...
so I shouldn’t behave in that way but should behave in this way.” Teacher Sevgi explained
that the court decisions are really effective on students except for a few kids who are
generally neglected in families and are especially diagnosed with attention deficit
disorder and hyperactivity. On the other hand, students stated that the courts are not
effective since the sanctions are not very deterrent, the same decisions are made,
sanctions are applied at home, the punishments are not controlled, the sanctions are
not imposed, not enough punishment is applied and it is not known who executes the
sanction. One of the students, Ceren, indicated that the imposed sanctions are easy by
saying “If it [the punishment] is easy, one does it in five or ten minutes.” Additionally, Seda,
another student, asked the sanctions to be more effective saying “They should be given
unforgettable punishment”. Teacher Sevgi explains how the court decisions do not affect
their friendship negatively based on their developmental characteristics as follows:
“Students generally leave the event behind... They take it like entertainment. I haven't seen
them feel unhappy because they are punished. The student who is punished easily gets used to
the situation. Since their friends make the punishment decision, it doesn’t matter so much.”

Learning Outcomes

After the application of the court, the students raised awareness about the
problems in their neighborhood and made efforts to solve these problems. Teacher
Sevgi explained below how she observed that their students behaved differently from
the students in other classes and that they were more attentive towards their
neighborhood: “[Other] Children act very unconsciously... However, neither the child who is
disturbed nor the one who is disturbed is aware. Mine [my students] are quite aware of it. They
can immediately notice both the disturbing and disturbed person” . Selecting the issues to be
handled in the court from among the actual conflicts among students ensured that
students can find solutions to these conflicting situations in the court on their own and
negotiate. Teacher Sevgi explains below how students became aware of their wrong
attitudes and understand that conflicts are unnecessary:

There was a problem about excluding a student from a game... Students understood
that they should solve the problem using other ways but excluding their friends from
the game. They have heard from their own friends that it was not fair to exclude from
the game the kid defended by their friend playing the lawyer... As a result, when they
had problems with a friend during a physical education class, they preferred to
negotiate with him instead of taking him out of the game.

During the trials, students actively involved in the processes such as listening to
the claims, defensing, responding to questions, defending decisions, appealing, and
they used their listening and speaking skills. Thanks to the interaction and
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empathizing among students and collective decision-making during the course of
trials, any prejudices among students against each other can be removed. Teacher
Sevgi said that “diminishing the conflict environment among students improves their positive
communication skills such as listening to each other, understanding, finding solutions, and
building empathy... The students who did not communicate with a student called ”....” began
to communicate and get on well with him” and stated that after the court students began
to use daily communication such as ‘Good morning!’, “Thank you!, ‘I apologize!’,
‘Have a nice day!’, and ‘Get well soon!” more. Involving students especially with low
self-confidence in the court has strengthened their sense of self-worth and encouraged
them to become active in society. Teacher Sevgi explained this situation by saying
“When they make a decision in the court, they feel that they are valuable. Because they have the
authority and they are grad to be decision makers. This feeling affects them very much ... I have
observed that for the students who suffered problems and victimized to be listened and
considered by everyone in the court gives them a feeling of worthiness.” To illustrate the
situation, she also gave the example of a student: “For example, just as Taha felt very
worthless when he was excluded from the game, so he felt himself so valuable when
he was found right at the end of the trial. Her point is supported by some students,
who say such sentences as “I feel very important when the court is run and I take part in
it.” As the students’ self-confidence was enhanced, their ability to speak more
courageously and defend themselves also improved. For example, Ceren mentioned
about how she gained self-confidence saying “For example, 1 used to be shy doing
something in front of many people. But now I am used to, because I always act in the court. |
am not shy anymore.” Teacher Sevgi also emphasized that in addition to gaining self-
confidence; especially those students who play the judge role improved their
leadership skills.

Students learned to respect not only the different characteristics of their friends but
also different opinions and rights in the court. For example, when one of their friends
objected to a court decision, they listened without interrupting their friend’s opinions
and did not response disrespectfully. Teacher Sevgi explained this situation saying
“They have heard from their own friends that it was not fair to exclude from the game the kid
defended by their friend playing the lawyer... In this way they learn to be more respectful to
each other.” During the court procedure, the students tried to understand the feelings
of their victimized friends especially by putting themselves in their shoes. It was
observed that when the defendant is given a non-proportional punishment, some
students reduce the punishment empathizing with their friend and warn their non-
empathic friends. Teacher Sevgi explained how her students try to understand and
empathize with each other in the court saying “For example, I have seen that while
listening to their friend who was excluded from the game, both the students watching the court
and those acting in the court empathized with him and expressed that they understood his
feelings... I've seen that they did not repeat the same behavior again after they listened to what
the victim experienced and how he felt.”

While solving a class problem, students used their decision-making and critical
thinking skills. In the court, while the student in the prosecutor role explains why it is
a wrong behavior, the lawyer thinks about how to defend the defendant and the
student in the judge role comes to a decision. Besides, the students are encouraged to
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think critically while perceiving and explaining why a certain behavior is faulty before
the court, and while discussing the problematic behavior and its consequences during
the court.

Running the trial directly about their own misdeeds improved students” sense of
responsibility towards their social neighborhood. For the students to think on the
example scenario and to see its consequences was effective in preventing them from
displaying the same wrong behavior again, and this developed their self-control. At
the same time, students warned their friends about the misdeeds they observed. Since
some of the issues handled in courts were related with the classroom rules, students’
observance of the rules improved as they could better understand the classroom rules.
Teacher Sevgi explained below how courts improved students’ self-control skills:

In this way, a gentle warning system is developed among students when a student
displays a wrong behavior. They can observe that people can be Quilty but they can
regret the misdeed. They prefer not to do it again. I've understood that after they
understand their positive and negative aspects better, they do not repeat the same
faulty behavior. Their experiences through courts led them behave responsively to
their neighborhood, class, friends, school officials, teachers, families.

During the practice of Mock trials, students mostly used the fundamental concepts
of "right, justice and punishment". Then, they started to use them in their daily lives.
Teacher Sevgi that the sense of right and justice in their students is more developed
than their peers. She also defined how her students learned the operation of a court
and the duties and responsibilities of the individuals in a court:

As my students learned, comprehended and used the concept of right, they began to respect
each other... Besides, they learned justice and to be fair. This [procedure] enabled them to
learn to be fair and just. They comprehended meanings of the terms judges, prosecutors,
lawyers, witnesses and applied their duties. I observed that they used these words more
frequently after the court.

Students’ Attitudes

It was observed that students displayed both positive and negative attitudes
towards Mock trial process. Whenever it is negotiated to run a Mock trial, most
students jump to their feet and cheerfully shout “hurray!” and so. And sometimes they
offer the teacher to run a Mock trial. Students expressed that the practice of Mock trial
had positive effects in terms of solving the problems in cooperation, learning lessons
from the misdeeds, having fun, choosing a profession, punishing the guilty people,
securing the justice, being an example to friends and not repeating the misdeeds. One
of the students, Ayla, said that “I think court is a correct option. This is because some
children feel themselves worse when they do something wrong and prefer not to do it again.”
Ceren also expressed that she is glad about running trials by saying “The court secures
both justice and equality. I think it is fine.” Most students just have fun assuming that the
trial procedure is just a game. Indeed, teacher Sevgi expressed that they handle a
classroom problem and they solve this problem through Mock trial in a funny way.
Teacher Sevgi emphasized that “although it is also possible to solve a problem more
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stressfully in the classroom, they manage to solve it in a funny way through drama method”
and continued: “Students solve classroom problems in cooperation on a democratic platform
with affection and respect through a trial. On a favorable platform of debate, they examine an
event from its good and bad aspects. The activity turns into a very enjoyable one for them.”

A few students told that they were not pleased with the court as they didn’t like
their friends to be punished. Some students also seem to feel sad and worried
depending on the role they are cast in the court. In addition to this, the students who
play the role of the defendant in court and the students who play the role of witness
and prosecutor feel uneasy. While the students playing the role of the defendant are
concerned to be punished, the students in the witness role are concerned about the
possibility of breaking up their relations with the students playing the defendant role.
Serhat, who played the role of defendant in the court about ‘chalk throwing” and the
role of witness in the court about ‘running in the classroom”, said that he felt very
different in both roles. When they are in the roles of witnesses or lawyers in the court,
students were generally uneasy about how their friends will think about them.
However, teacher Sevgi explained that the anxiety and sadness students feel during
the court is slight and temporary since the court is a fiction, saying “Students slightly
get nervous, but they are not afraid a lot. So far, no student has refused to take part or being
judged in the court.” Beren indicated that the court they run in the class is not realistic,
saying “It is not a big deal if one gets a harsh punishment. It is because we are not actually
doing something real. We are not in a real court or so”.

Teacher” Role

While implementing this method, the roles of the teacher changes depending on
the phase of the trial: before, during and after the court. Before the court, teacher is
supposed to prepare the students cognitively and emotionally, to establish a
democratic classroom environment, to set the rules to be followed during the court,
and to determine the time and subject of the court. Before the court, the teacher tries
to teach the students such values as affection, respect, trust, and to teach them how to
question intellectually. The teacher sets the rules during the first courts and makes sure
that these rules are applied during and after the court process. Moreover, the issues to
be handled in the court are negotiated with the students and they included the
common problems of the students in the school.

It was observed that while the trial was run, the teacher associated the subject of
the trial to the course, intervened in the student selection in accordance with the roles
in the trial, and guided the students in decision-making process, and reminded them
about their roles. During the decision-making process in the court, teacher Sevgi
guided the students in cases of reducing the punishment and running the trial. She
explained her intervention into the decision-making process of the court saying “Some
students don’t want to do [the sanction]. I reduce the punishment to their level or they can’t
think. They sometimes impose very harsh punishments like ‘squatting one hundred times’ or
‘not going out for the break one hundred times.”” It was observed that teacher Sevgi
intervened into the court decisions and changed the sanctions at the least. For example,
in the trial about excluding a student from the game, Taha, a student who took refuge
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from Iraq due to war and has just been learning Turkish, was first imposed the
‘squatting’ punishment. However, the teacher changed Taha’s punishment from
squatting to singing. When Taha did not sing, the teacher asked him to imitate three
animals. In addition to these, as a guide, teacher Sevgi reminded the students of their
roles. When students forgot their roles as a result of excitement during the trial, the
teacher told them what to do in their roles. Sometimes she prompted students” words
when they forgot what to say and got stuck. Teacher Sevgi states that she does not
intervene the court too much saying “While casting the roles, the kid assigned as the lawyer
suddenly gets excited. He doesn’t know what to say. I tell him that he will defend his friend. I
remind their roles”. After the court, teacher Sevgi does not score or assess students’
performances, but just observes the students’ attitudes and behaviors after the trial.
While observing the students’ attitudes and behaviors, she does not take any notes,
but just find out the repeated misbehaviors.

Problems Encountered

Problems caused by the students. When a Mock trial is run in the classroom, some
students cause problems such as feeling anxious or resentful, getting offended,
reflecting personal problems, trying to draw attention, resistance to abide with the
court decision, and repeating unwanted behavior, which causes problems on the part
of the teacher. It was noticed that especially certain students try to attract attention in
different ways or to repeat the unwanted behavior. Teacher Sevgi explained this
situation as follows: “A student threw a piece of chalk into his friend's eye. We judged him
in the court. The next lesson, to my surprise, Akif tied an eraser with a lace and he was swinging
it in his hand. So, he wanted to do the same thing. He wanted to attract attention”. In order
to prevent these problems caused from students, the teacher makes sure that personal
problems are not handled in the court, students with personal problems are not given
roles in the same court, she takes the relations between the students into consideration,
she does not bring together the conflicting students, and she does not give them any
roles that can put them into a new conflict. Teacher Sevgi further explained this
situation as follows: “For example, let's say there is a kid whom nobody loves. I try not to
give a role to him with a completely opposite student whom he doesn’t like. I pay attention. I
try to select a judge, closer to him, who can understand him or have no involvement in the
relevant event.” Additionally, the teacher said that she usually runs the Mock trials in
the last lessons and even in the last minutes of these lessons in order not to prolong
the activity.

Problems related to learning environment. One of the problems the teacher Sevgi
experienced while running the Mock trials is the small size of the classroom. There are
30 students in the classroom and students cannot move around easily during the court.
Especially the teacher, who experience difficulty during role-play activities in the
classroom, also face the same problem of inadequate physical space during the practice
of Mock trial. This situation makes it difficult for students to effectively watch and
participate in the trials. Teacher Sevgi emphasized the inadequacy of physical setting
saying “I struggle to run the trials with the limited conditions of the classroom”.
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Problems related to teaching process. The teacher stated that the using Mock trials in
her class does not yield great benefits, on the contrary it imposed additional burden
on her. She expressed the problems she faces during the teaching process as follows:
“It takes time. I make a little more effort.” Teacher Sevgi stated that the practice of Mock
trial does not make any good to her, on the contrary, the students acting in the court
or watching the trial either speak loudly or wander around while the trial is run in the
classroom, which causes excessive noise. This problem was also observed by the
researchers during the study.

Problems caused from external agents. The teacher stated that she feels nervous,
although she has not received any negative reaction from the school management,
other teachers or the parents regarding the Mock trial. Teacher Sevgi explained her
concerns regarding the parents as follows: “From the parents’ perspective, I don’t know
what the parents would think when they heard about it. When the child tells at home about
setting a court, how would the parents take it... a question mark appears in side my head...”
Besides, teacher Sevgi pointed out that school management adopted a traditional
teaching approach and teachers are expected to lecture and do test-based exercises.

Teacher Sevgi explained her views about the school management as follows: “WWell,
if the management hears. .. generally there is no extra-curricular activities. Teachers generally
work on the coursebooks. They always do the same things. The subject is taught and then the
tests are done. When you do something different, you inform the management”. Teacher Sevgi
also told that she informed her colleagues about the Mock trial and her experiences;
however, she could not get enough support from them. Teacher Sevgi explained that
her colleagues had difficulty understanding this method, they thought she used the
trials for professional orientation and it worked only for professional orientation: “I
mentioned a few times about the method, but they couldn’t understand. They said “Then, most
students in your class will become judges and prosecutors in the future’. They supposed that I
used the method for professional orientation. In fact, I use it to solve the students’ problems.
They couldn’t understand...”

Discussion, Conclusion and Recommendations

Some of the results of this research differ from the Mock trial studies which handle
fictional issues. Handling authentic problems from students’ real lives instead of
fictional ones brings about some advantages and disadvantages. It is emphasized in
the relevant literature that, in trials about a fictive problem, learners develop such
competences as conflict resolution, problem solving, decision-making, critical
thinking, empathy, social responsibility, communication, effective listening and
speaking, self-confidence, and cooperation, and they learn the basic concepts and
functioning of the law system (Ambrosio, 2006; Cassidy & Yates, 2005; Smagorinsky,
1994). In the present study, it has been seen that students gained, in addition to the
ones mentioned above, different competencies such as self-control, solving one’s own
problems and conflicts, being sensitive to one’s problems, reflecting into one’s live,
responsibility, self-esteem and complying with class rules. First of all, for the students
to have a say in the solution of the problem thanks to the Mock trials run in their classes
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caused them to feel valuable and develop self-esteem. The fact that students tried to
solve their own problems in court helped them to understand better and be able to
solve their own problems and conflicts afterwards.

The students preferred to solve the problems on their own rather than having the
teacher and the disciplinary board of the school decide about them. For students to
solve classroom problems and their own conflicts was much more effective in
encouraging them to think more about the issue and to embrace the basic moral values
by reflecting them on their lives. Allowing the students to experience and contemplate
on the event discussed in Mock trial in the classroom has developed students’ self-
control to avoid doing the wrong behavior again and ensured that the students become
more aware of the problems in their neighborhood and warn their friends in order to
prevent or solve the possible problems. Besides, students have transferred what they
have learned into their real life. For example, after the trial on the exclusion of a kid
from the game, a similar problem has not been experienced anymore. While this
situation served in the long-run to encourage the adoption and implementation of
class rules among students, it also made positive contributions to classroom
management.

In the present study, students had more difficulty while working on their own
problems compared to talking and discussing a fictional event. Some students felt
nervous or sad with their emotions changing according to their roles. These findings
are comparable to the results of Mock trial studies which handled real life situations.
Especially if it involves conflicts, a realistic situation causes the participants to work
with strong emotions in the court and seems to be more difficult than working on a
fictive situation. Realistic situations also lead the participants to internalize their roles
(Asal & Blake, 2006). Moreover, when you work on a realistic issue in a court, kids can
be more sensitive with issues especially about human right violations. Some students
may approach to the defendant or the victim more emotionally, and they can evaluate
the subject of the court subjectively. This can prevent the students from acting
objectively during the trial process, while it also increases the student participation
and shed light to their lives (Ambrosio, 2006). In the present study, in order to prevent
the negative effects of using a real situation in the court on the students, the teacher
took some precautions such as pre-trial development of a democratic classroom
culture based on respect and trust, running the trials towards the end of the lessons,
setting rules before the trials in order not to affect the students’ relations negatively
before the trial, taking into consideration the friendship while casting roles, imposing
symbolical sanctions, running the court with a drama-based approach, avoiding a
formal procedure in terms of physical settings and costumes.

In this study, the court procedures about classroom problems were carried out
differently from the Mock trial process. During the preparation period of the trials run
about fictional issues, the fictive event to be handled in the trial should be designated,
the purpose of the court should be declared, court setting and the costumes should be
prepared, the students to take roles in the court should be selected, the students should
get prepared; then the court should be run realistically, and an evaluation should be
done after the trial (Cassidy & Yates, 2005). In this study, since the subject of the court
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were selected from classroom problems, the process started with the distribution of
the students’ roles and rehearsal of the roles in cooperation. The teacher offered the
students to solve a problem about which students complained through a trial in the
classroom, then the roles were cast immediately in the classroom and the issue was
discussed in the court. No sitting arrangement or costume changing was done. The
trial process was carried out mostly in the form of role playing.

In the courts run with a restricted number of students, only a few victims,
defendants, witnesses, prosecutors, judges and lawyers took place. No cross-
examination or jury decision was involved in the trial process, which started with the
speech of the defendant followed by the other participants' talk and finished with the
decision of the judge. The trial was run based on the operation of the court system in
Turkey. Since there is no jury in Turkish courts, the teacher also did not play the role
of ajury. At the end of the court, there was no evaluation on the students’” performance
during the court, but only an observation was made so as to see whether the students
were displaying the wrong behaviors again. It was observed that the court process was
generally structured in a simplified form mostly in accordance with the developmental
level of the students.

While the teacher implements the trial method, some students displayed negative
behaviors such as reflecting their personal problems into the trial process, feeling
nervous to decide about their friends, feeling offended for not taking part in the court,
causing problems to be handled in the court just to attract attention, reluctance to
comply with the court decision, repeating the unfavorable behaviors. In response to
these, the teacher took some precautions such as giving roles to impartial students,
avoiding handling the personal problems in the trials, making sure that the judge gives
punishment according to the person. Moreover, the teacher had some difficulty due to
the lack of adequate space in the classroom and pressure of time limit to complete the
course content. It was indicated in the relevant literature that this method requires
extended time and teachers face problems with timing (Ahmadov, 2011). In addition
to this, the teacher thinks that this method has not been understood duly by her
colleagues, school management and parents since in the traditional education system
teachers are expected to lecture their lesson quite typically and do some test-based
exercises.

As a result, the Mock trial process used by the teacher to solve the classroom
problems achieved its goals and the students solved the problems themselves in court.
Based on the findings of the present study and the experiences of the teacher studied
here, the following precautions can be recommended for the practitioners who are to
apply Mock trial with realistic classroom problems: First, common problems from
students’ real lives can be handled in the trial. Before the court, teacher should
negotiate the rules to be applied during and after the trial to avoid the possibility of
breaking relationships among students, and a democratic classroom culture should be
established based on respect, love and trust. There is almost no research study on Mock
trial in Turkey. This method is not exclusive to law education, but it can also be used
in the education of various fields such as democracy and human rights, citizenship,
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controversial issues, Turkish and foreign languages. The need for experimental and
qualitative studies which will employ Mock trial method in these fields is obvious.

Limitations

Although it was initially planned to collect data with a video camera during
observations, we failed to do so since some of the parents did not allow video
recording. The data was collected with field notes during the observation process. In
a similar vein, since some parents did not allow us to interview their children, these
students did not take part in the trial process and interviews. This caused the teacher
to restrict her practice of the method in the class to some extent. In addition, the
observation process was limited to only Human Rights, Citizenship, and Democracy
course. Therefore, the emergence of the incident handled in the court before the trial
and the behavioral changes among students after the trial could not be observed. The
data analyzed in this study is limited to the opinions of students and their teacher.
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Sinif Sorunlarinin Coziimiinde Alternatif Bir Yontem Olarak Kurgusal
Mahkeme

Atif:

Ersoy, A.F., & Pehlivan Yilmaz, A. (2018). An alternative method to resolve the
classroom problems: Mock trial. Eurasian Journal of Educational Research, 78, 1-
22, DOI: 10.14689/ ejer.2018.78.1

Ozet

Problem Durumu: Kurgusal mahkeme (Mock trial), vatandaslik egitiminde smif ici ve
ders dis1 etkinlik olarak yayginlikla kullanilmaktadir. Kurgusal mahkeme vatandaslik
egitiminde kullanilan tdeneyimleyerek 6grenmeye dayanan bir benzetim teknigidir.
Kurgusal mahkeme, gercek mahkeme salonu seklinde diizenlenen bir sinifta,
ogrencilerin hakim, avukat, sahit, yargic gibi roller alarak bir konu hakkinda gergek
ortama iliskin benzetim yapmas: olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Kurgusal mahkeme ile
6grenciler, mahkeme sisteminin nasil ¢alistigini 6grenmekte, adalet, tarafsizlik, zaman
asimy, ifade hakki, kanitlarin 6nemi, birinin sucu isledigi kanitlanincaya kadar sugsuz
oldugu gibi yasal ve demokratik ilkelerin 6nemini anlar, anayasanin felsefi ve tarihsel
temellerini 6grenerek ge¢mis ve bugiin baglaminda giincel uygulamalar1 diistiniip
tartisir. Ogrencilerin vatandaslikla ilgili konulara duyarligin1 ve katilimini artiran,
ogrencilerde catisma ¢6zme, problem ¢ozme, karar verme, elestirel diisiinme, iletisim,
isbirligi ve empati gibi becerileri ve adalet ve sosyal sorumluluk gibi duygular1
gelistiren bir 8gretim yontemidir. Egitimde kurgusal mahkeme 6nce hukuk egitimiyle
baslamis daha sonra sosyal bilgiler, tarih, fen egitimi, diger disiplinleraras: alanlarda
ve dgretmen egitiminde kullanilmistir. Kurgusal mahkemeler genellikle bir kurgusal
olay {izerine yapilir. Ogretmen bir kurgusal olay olusturur, 6grencilere gorevlerini
dagitir, mahkeme siirecine hazirlanmalar1 i¢in rehberlik eder, mahkeme siirecini
kontrol eder ve degerlendirme yapar. Mahkemede gercek durumlardan ve kurgusal
olaylardan yararlanilir. Bu yontemde genellikle kurgusal olaylar kullanildig:
goriilmektedir. Alanyazinda dogrudan smif ve okul sorunlari tizerine kurgusal
mahkeme uygulanan bir ¢alismaya rastlanmamustir. Bu calismada dogrudan smif
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sorunlari tizerine mahkeme yontemi uygulandiginda, bu yontemin nasil ele alinmast
gerektigi bir 6rnek durum tizerinden tartistlmistir.

Arastirmamin Amact: Bu calisma, Turkiye’de bir 6gretmenin, siifinda karsilasilan
sorunlarin  ¢éztimi icin uyguladifit mahkeme yontemini degerlendirmeyi
amaclamaktadir. Bu arastirmada kurgusal mahkeme yonteminin smif sorunlariin
¢oziimiinde nasil uygulandigi, 6gretmenin roltiniin, 6grenci kazanimlarinin, 6grenci
tutumlarinin ve yasanan sorunlarin neler oldugu anlasilmaya calisilmistir.

Arastirmamin Yontemi: Bu arastirma, kurgusal mahkemelerin smif sorunlarmin
¢oziimiinde kullanilmasini igeren 6zgiin/asil bir durumun (intrinsic case study)
calismasidir. Bu ¢alismada, 6zgiin ve farkli bir durumun incelenmesini temel aldigt
icin 6zgin durum calismas: deseni kullamilmistir. Arastirma Tiirkiye’de bir il
merkezinde, 800 6grenci kapasitesine sahip, yarim giin egitim veren ve sosyo-
ekonomik diizeyi orta sayilabilecek ailelerin cocuklarmin 6grenim gordiigii bir devlet
okuludur. Arastirmaya bu okulda gorev yapan yirmi yillik bir 8gretmen ile bu
ogretmenin smifinda 6grenim goren 20 dordiincti smif 6grencisi katilmistir. Bu
arastirmada, veriler smif ortaminda yapilan katilimeci gozlemler, 6gretmen ve
ogrencilerle yapilan yari-yapilandirilmis  goriismeler yoluyla toplanmustir.
Arastirmada 6 ay katilimci gozlem yapilmis, her mahkeme sonrasinda mahkemeye
katilan 6grenciler ile arastirma basinda ve sonunda Ogretmenle goriismeler
yapilmustir. Arastirma verileri, MAXQDA veri analizi programinda tiimevarimsal
analiz yaklasimi ile temalandirilarak analiz edilmistir. Gozlem ve goriisme verileri
karsilastirilarak analiz edilmis, deneyimler ve anlamlar tizerine odaklanilmistir.

Arastirmanmin Bulgulari: Mahkeme siireci simifta bir-iki ay ara ile derslerin son 15
dakikasinda gergeklestirilmektedir. Kurgusal mahkeme, kisa bir zaman igerisinde,
sinirli sayida 6grenci ile gerceklestirilmis ve sinif ortaminin tam bir mahkeme seklinde
diizenlenmemistir. Bu nedenle, benzetimden daha ¢ok drama seklinde uygulandig1
goriilmektedir. Mahkemede ele alinacak olay1r ¢grenciler ve 6gretmenler birlikte
konusarak karar veriyorlar. Mahkeme konular: daha ¢ok sinif kurallarinin ¢cignenmesi
gibi smif esyalariin zarar gormesi gibi 6grencilerin ortak sorunlari tizerine yapiliyor.
Ogrenciler mahkemede aldiklar1 rolleri uygulayarak smnif sorununu coziiyorlar.
Mahkemede uyulacak kurallar 6grenci ve 6gretmenler tarafindan birlikte mahkeme
oncesinde belirlenmis. Ogretmen mahkemede 6grencilerin gorev dagilimi, kismen de
mahkeme kararmin verilmesi konusunda ihtiya¢ oldugunda miidahalede bulunuyor.
Ogrencilerde elestirel diistinme, karar verme, sorumluluk, iletisim, empati, sorun
¢bzme, 6z kontrol, empati, katilim ve iletisim becerileri gelisiyor. Hak ve adalet
kavramlar: ile adalet sisteminin isleyisi konusun da bilgi ediniyorlar. Ogretmen
mahkeme sonrasinda herhangi bir degerlendirme yapmiyor sadece 6grencilerin tutum
ve davraniglarinda yasanan degisimleri gozlemliyor. Ogrenciler genellikle sinif
sorunlarint bu bigimde ¢6zmekten memnunlar. Ogretmen bu yontem ile 6grencilerde
davranus sorunlarinin azaldigin belirtiyor. Ogretmen bu yontemi uygularken, egitim
sisteminin isleyisinden, 6grencilerden ve cevreden kaynaklanan kimi sorunlarla
karsilastyor.
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Aragtirma Sonuglart ve Oneriler: Bu calismada sinif sorunlarmin ¢oziimiinde kurgusal
mahkeme yonteminden yararlanilabilecegi gortilmiistiir. Simif sorunlara iliskin
mahkeme uygulanacaginda oncelikle 6grencilerin ortak yasamindan sorunlar
mahkemede ele almabilir. Mahkeme 6ncesinde, mahkemede ve sonrasinda uyulacak
ilkeler belirlenmeli, demokratik, saygi, sevgi ve giiven iceren bir smif kilturi
olusturulmalidir. Tiirkiye’de kurgusal mahkeme tizerine ¢ok az calisma yapilmustir.
Bu yontem sadece hukuk egitimi degil, demokrasi ve insan haklar1 egitimi,
vatandaslhik egitimi, tartismali konularin egitimi, Tiirk¢e ve yabanci dil egitimi gibi
bircok alanda kullanilabilir. Bu alanlarda mock trial yonteminin kullanilarak yapilacak
deneysel ve nitel calismalara caligmalara gereksinim oldugu aciktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kurgusal mahkeme, insan haklari, sosyal bilgiler, vatandaslik
egitimi.
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