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Oryantalist William Montgomery Wat'in “Islam’in Kisa Tarihi”
adl kitabindaki bazi tarihi analizlerin elestirel calismasi

Ozet:

Oryantalist William Montgomery Wat'in yazmis oldugu “Islam’'mn
Kisa Tarihi” adindaki kitap batihlara Islam’m pozitif yonlerini be-
lirlemek istemistir. Ancak, ne yazik ki kitabin sergiledigi bilgilerin
cogunun dogrulugu bir yana hi¢ bir bilimsel gercege de dayan-
mamistir. Buna karsin Musltiman tarihgiler tarafindan bugtine
kadar ciddi bir elestiriye de tabi tutulmamistir. Bu yazinin amaci,
Watt'in kitabinda gercege dayal olmayan bilgileri ortaya koymak
ve kitaptaki degerlendirmeleri detaylica inceleyip dogru olup ol-
madigim tespit etmektir. Bilindigi tizere Watt'in kitabinin batida
cok meshurdur. Bu nedenle islam, islam tarihi ve Hz. Muhammed
hakkinda icerdigi bilgiler cok iyi bilinmeli ve tartisiimalidir.

Stiphesiz oryantalistler Miisltimanlarin tarihi, uygarhg: ve akide-
leri hakkinda yazmay1 énemsediler. Ne var ki yazdiklarinin tama-
minin dogru oldugunu séylemek hakikaten cok zordur.

Oryantalistlerin ¢ogunlugunun hedefi islam1 karalamak, tahrif
etmek, yaralamak ve tarihi olaylar1 saptirmaktir. Bunlarin pek
az1 adil bilimsel arastirma kurallarma baglh kalmislardir. Miis-
limanlara ve tarihlerine adil davranarak olaylar1 adalet ve 6lct
mizaniyla tartmislardir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Montgomery Wat, Oryantalizm, oryantalist,
islam Tarihi, Hz. Muhammed'in Biyografisi.

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to uncover the historical infor-
mation presented by orientalist William Montgomery Watt in his
book “A Short History of Islam”, which aims to present his own
understanding and the conclusion of his experience in the study
of Islam and its history and beliefs as a Western reader. This study
is based on some of the precuations of this Orientalist regarding
the biography of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him), showing them and criticizing them in case.
Mia and respond to them on the statement of validity of falsity.

Here, it should be emphasized that, it is too hard to recognize the
validity of what Orientalists have written, especially those who
have been interested in writing about the history of the Muslims,
their culture and their faith, as the most common orientalists
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were their aim was to distort, slander the Misrepresentation of
historical facts and events. The few who are committed to the
rules of equitable scientific research, and these have been fair
Muslims and their history, and weighed the events and facts bal-
ance justice and equity.

Key words: Montgomery Wat, Orientalism, Orientalists, History
of Islam, Biography of the Prophet.
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“Mohammad was athoughtful persons and was in a habit of making
aretreat each year In a cave on Mount Hira, He presumbly meditated on
religious matters and on the social problems which increasing wealth was
creating in the Meccan community”!6.
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“The messenger mentioned here is the angel Gabriel, for in another
verse the worda are adressed to Mohammad: Say, who is enemy to Gabri-

el? It is who brought down this [ revelation | upon your heart confirming
what was present”* .
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“Muslim scholars made lists of the manners of revealation and found
several besides those mentioned in the verse, though their precise inter-
pretation of details is sometimes different .They held that in Muhammad,s
later years the revelation were normally brought by Gabriel. The first rev-
elation, however, as described above, seems to have been no more than
the hearing of a voice”?5.
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“Because of the Quran attacked some of the attitudes of the :&lls o J 52
wealthy merchants opposition to the new religion soon appeared among
them, ...one outward expression of this opposition was that some of the
wealthiest men made life difficult for junior members of their own clans

who had joined Muhammad”?.
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“It seems clear that one of the reasons for the emigration was to avoid
persecution”.
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“There are other reasons for the emigration. One such would be to en-
gage in trade "%,
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35 W, M, W, A Short history of Islam, p.n.20.

36 W, M, W, A Short history of Islam, p.n.23.
37 W, M, W, A Short history of Islam, p.n.23.
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“About April 624 a petty quarrel between a group of Muslims and Jews

of the clan of Qaynuqa became the ground for the expulsion of that clan
from Medina™*2.

41 W, M, W, A Short history of Islam, p.n.23.
42 W, M, W, A Short history of Islam, p.n.32.
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“Abu-Talib had also supported Muhammad by maintaining clan pro-
tection, but his brother Abu-Lahab, who succeeded him, had done well as
a merchant and had business assiciations with some of the very wealthy
men hostile to Muhammad. Under pressure from them, he seems to have

decided to withdraw clan protection. This is doubtless the reason for the
bitter attack on Abu- Lahab in Sura 111 of the Quran™®°.
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50 Watt, william montogomry, A short history of islam, p.n:23-24.
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