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Abstract

The aim of this study is to determine elementary school students’
metaphorical perceptions of Social Studies Course. The study was surveyed in
Mehmetcik Elementary School in Elazig city center in 2010-2011 academic year. 70
students enrolled at 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th graders were included in the study.
Volunteer students were included in the study. The students completed the phrase of
“Social Studies Course is like .................. because ............. ”to indicate their
conceptualization of Social Studies Course. The metaphors and their common
features were identified by means of these forms. Content analysis method was used
to analyze the data. Students’ metaphors were collected under four categories. These

categories are “subject diversity and comprehensiveness”, “enjoying Social Studies

course”, “importance of the content of the course” and “guidance of the course”.
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Extended Summary

Problem Statement: Social Studies is the study of geography, history and philoso-
phy. In other words it is a mixture of social sciences. It is also a course that concen-
trates on the features of cultural heritage and its effects on the students. It aims to
educate students in social life by integrating theoretical and scientific developments
in the field of social sciences. In recent years, researches on metaphors have in-
creased. Metaphors help students build mental models to organize the knowledge
and transform abstract ideas into concrete forms. Students express their images of
several instructional concepts by using metaphors. Starting from that point, we
needed to determine the metaphorical perceptions of the elementary school students
toward Social Studies Course.

Purpose of the study: The main aim of this study is to determine metaphorical per-
ceptions of elementary school students toward Social Studies Course. Within this
framework, this study attempted to respond to the following questions: (1) What
metaphors do elementary schoolstudents have about Social Studies Course? (2)
What conceptual categories can elementary school students’ metaphors toward So-
cial Studies Course be classified, when their common features are taken into consid-
eration?

Methods: This research is based on qualitative research approach. The study was
carried out with the participation of 4th, 5th, 6" and 7th grade elementary school
students enrolled at an elementary school in Elazig city center in Spring term of
2011-2012 academic year. Convenience sampling was used in the research. Conven-
ience sampling allows the researcher to obtain basic data and trends regarding
his/her study without the complications of using a randomized sample. It also helps
to document a particular quality of a substance or pehnomenon within a given sam-
ple. These kinds of studies are useful to detect relationships among different phe-
nomena. Altogether 41 male (48,24%) 44 female (51,76%) students participated in
the study. Volunteer students were included in the study. To collect the data of the
study, the students were asked to complete the phrase “Social StudiesCourse is like
....... because ........” to express their mental image of Social Studies Course.They
were requested to generate a metaphor about Social Studies Course. In this sense,
they were told to provide a resemblance between Social Studies Course and some
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other phenomenon that they were familiar with. To analyze the data, content analy-
sis method was used. Students’ metaphors were listed and then they were groupped.
Students’ metaphors were collected under four categories, that is, they were catego-
rized by taking their reasons into consideration.

Results: In the current study we found that students produced 17 valid personal met-
aphors about Social Studies Course. These metaphors are life, flower, tree, science
field (history), rainbow, large and empty box, science box, book, Mustafa Kemal,
internet, Nasrettin Hodja, meal, honey, treasure, diamond, teacher and sun. Among
these metaphors, the most stressed ones are life, teacher and flower. Themetaphori-
cal categoriesare “subject diversity and comprehensiveness”, “enjoying Social Stud-
ies course”, “importance of the content of the course” and “guidance of the course”.
Discussion and Conclusions: This study clearly indicates that the metaphors pro-
duced by the studentsreflect the subjects chosen from the real life. For example, the
students produced the metaphors such as life, tree and flower. The reasons of resem-
blence indicate thatthe students stressed that Social Studies Course should be con-
nected with the subject areas of Daily life. This result is in line with the study sur-
veyed by Kilig and Giiven (2009). The students also expressed that the subjects deal-
ing with history have an important place in the content of Social Studies Course.
That is why they used the metaphor Mustafa Kemal. This supports the results of the
study by Yasar and Gilindogar-Bayir (2010). The metaphors in the category of “en-
joying Social Studies Course” are Nasrettin Hodja, meal and honey. By using those
metaphors the students emphasize that Social Studies Course is joyful. This finding
supports the result of the study by Ding (2008).

Recommendations: As metaphors can be used as effective tools in learning envi-
ronment, students should be given more opportunities to expose their mental images
more detailed to realize an effective and efficient Social Studies teaching. Similar
researches can be conducted on a larger sample groups at different geographical
regions. Students should be requested to generate metaphors for other courses. By
doing this, they have the opportunity of producing and explain mental images for
other courses. Students should share the metaphors they produced toward courses so
that they can see and understand different concepts and new point of views.
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