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Abstract

Communication of countries with each other was very
difficult due to geographic reasons. globalization, even
those distant from each other, are interlinked and inf-
luence each other, the effect of which is to produce a
change in the structure of the economy, various cultures
and societies of the world. Technologies used to com-
municate and its effects have been felt across the planet.
In a nutshell, communicating globally means sending
and receiving information all around the Earth. From
a different perspective, globalization merely implies the
coalescence of different societies in matters of culture,
politics, ethics, ideas and other areas fundamental to
human societies. Multinational communication has
become easier and thus seems to develop closer bonds.
The theory of cultural hybridization proposes that inte-
racting cultures take from and absorb each other’s fea-
tures, resulting in a hybrid form based on synergy. The
case appears strongest when examining popular music.
This viewpoint focuses on the exchange of cultural fea-
tures and their absorption into another culture’s way of
doing things. Analogously to hybrid formation in natu-
re, which involves the exchange of genetic material, so,
the theory goes, society’s practices are formed from a fu-
sion of elements taken from multiple different cultures.
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Oz

Ulkelerin birbirleriyle iletisim kurmasi, gecmis donem-
lerde, cografi nedenlerle biiyiik zorluklar gostermek-
teydi. Kiiresellesme, diinyamn birbirinden uzak kita-

larinda olanlarin bile, birbiriyle baglant: kurmasini
saglamistir. Bu baglantilar, toplumlar: ekonomik ve
kiiltiirel olarak etkilemekte ve benzerlik yaratmaktadir.
Son dénemlerde iletisim kurmak igin kullamilan tek-
nolojilerde biiyiik degisiklikler oldugu icin, tiim diinya
iletisim icine girdi ve kiiresellesme gerceklesti. Ozetle,
diinya capinda iletisim kurmak, yiizlerce yildir devam
eden bir stirectir. Giiniimiizde gelisen iletisim araglari
sayesinde, tiim diinyaya bilgi gonderip almak miimkiin
olmustur. Bu da globallesmeyi saglanstr.

Diger bir agidan bakildiginda, kiiresellesme, yalnizca
farkly toplumlarin kiiltiir, siyaset, etik, fikir ve insan
topluluklar: icin temel olan alanlardaki birlikteligi
anlamina gelir. Boylece, kiiresellesmenin, sonugta kiil-
tiirler arasindaki farkhiliklar: etkileyecegi ortaya ¢ik-
maktadir. Bununla birlikte, bu tiir konularda ortak
bir zemin bulmak, insanlarm genel olarak kiiltiirlerini
paylasmalarina olanak sagladi. Kiiresellesme, cografi
konumlarina ragmen, kiiltiirel farkliliklarin, zamanin
gecisiyle nicin biiytidiigiinii de aciklamaktadir. Giinii-
miizde ¢ok uluslu iletisim daha kolay hale geldi. Bu
nedenle mesafeler kisalmasa da, kurulan baglar gelisti
ve tilkeler adeta yakinlast. Kiiltiirel hibridizasyon te-
orisi, etkilesimli kiiltiirlerin, birbirlerinin ozelliklerini
alp, biitiinlestigini ve birlesime dayanan bir melez for-
mun ortaya ¢ikacagini 6ngoriir. Buna en giiclii 6rnek
popiiler miiziktir. Dogada melez olusumuna benzer se-
kilde, toplumda da genetik materyalin degisimini ice-
ren, farkl kiiltiirlerden alinan unsurlarim kaynasmasi
gerceklesir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: [letisim, Kiiresellesme, Teknoloji,
Birlesmek
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The Globalization of Communication

Introduction

The way countries communicate with each other is
subject to a change so profound that it could not have
been envisaged in the past. In parallel with the ri-
sing tempo the urgency of assessing how cultures and
societies are being affected by this transformation is
increasing. International Communication and Glo-
balization supplies a much needed and well-timed
overview, with its writers examining how communi-
cation between countries has developed and laying
out new ways to approach the study of the expanding
media and communication studies area. The writers
assess how much of an impact market relation, a
deregulated milieu and technological progress have
been having on Developing Countries whilst also in-
vestigating ethical practices in the companies respon-
sible for worldwide communication. The collection
provides valuable input into contemporary discussi-
on of the media, technological progress and societal
transformation through its varying viewpoints on
how globalization and transnational communication
interact. It is a collection that should be in the hands
of anyone studying communication, the media and
international relations (Mohammadi, 1997).

For humans to co-exist, communication fulfils an es-
sential function, as indeed has always been the case. A
person cannot go on living unless he or she can com-
municate. No evidence for speaking or written com-
munication predates the coming of Man, and in fact
humans existed for an extensive period before verbal
communication finally arose. The earliest communi-
cation was a person talking to him or herself, known
as intrapersonal communication. Afterwards, by vir-
tue of different people interacting more and more, we
can identify an interpersonal communication stage.
However, the inadequacies of this phase led man to
think more broadly, expanding communication into
group, organizational and mass communication cate-
gories (Mohammadi, 1997).

The ubiquity of communication ensures its perpetual
impact on human affairs. Indeed, in its absence, hu-
mans would need to be self-sufficient and could ne-
ither transmit nor receive others” ideas and civilized
life as we know it would cease to exist. So far has com-
munication progressed in the last few years, so greatly
have international trade, investment and migration
multiplied, that many now speak of a single, global
village, the “one world”. The way in which people are
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coalescing into a unitary society where collaboration
is the norm is the phenomenon of globalization (Mo-
hammadi, 1997).

We observe firstly that participation in this phenome-
non is not voluntary but rather influenced in form by
the prevailing socio-cultural, political and economic
situation. The multi-layered interactions between is-
sues affecting one region and those affecting the who-
le world, which are by their very nature composed of
communicative exchange, look set to alter both the
settings in which such communication occurs and
indeed how such communication across cultures can
occur. What does it mean to talk of a place for com-
munication between cultures? The answer is far from
clear. (Shokhina & Nishchev, 2009).

What is globalizations?

Globalization can be seen as a situation in which
parts of the world, even those distant from each other,
are interlinked and influence each other, the effect of
which is to produce a change in the structure of the
economy, various cultures and societies of the world.
It has been a feature of the last half-century. The deve-
loping digital landscape and its omnipresence has un-
doubtedly facilitated the movement and distribution
of information on a worldwide scale. Education, too,
has been shaped by globalization, with the models
to which educational institutions adhere becoming
more similar, the assessment of educational compe-
tence being a transnational matter and the widesp-
read adoption of standardized student performance
outcome measures (e.g. PISA-OECD). These are just
some amongst many examples, which could be offe-
red (Cornalia & Tirocchib, 2012, p.2060-2069).

Scholte (Scholte, 1997, p.427-452) mentions three
ways to envisage what globalization actually means.
First, we can see it as meaning increased interactions
on national borders, in other words, globalization
and internationalization are identical. The frequency
of movement of goods, individuals, money, messages
and intellectual content is greater. A second concep-
tion invokes the notion of reduced impediments to
mass trade, travel, communicative and financial in-
teractions. In the first case, globalization is the mo-
ver of change; in the second it is a result of the other
changes. Before globalization, societal relationships
are seen as intimately related to particular locales, but
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after globalization, transnational social phenomena
can shrink the differences imposed by geography.
The role of the media and of technology in engen-
dering these changes in a wider sense has been the
object of study of several scholars working on mass
media and in the sociological field. Here, faced with
the vast literature on the problem, we can only high-
light a portion of those theories which stand out as
most worthy of discussion. In a nutshell, the media
have participated in at least two phases in the reali-
zation of globalization. The first phase depended on
the arrival of television and other electronic media.
The second phase grew from the development of tele-
matics networks and the Internet - the beginnings of
an era of digitalized media. Viewed as a phenomenon
involving communication, globalization as a can be
seen to date from Marshall McLuhan’s seminal work
describing the Global Village, one in which highly
evolved media communication, and in particular the
deployment of orbiting satellite transmitters, have led
to instantaneous communication even at a vast dis-
tance and this has given the whole world the charac-
teristics more traditionally associated with a village.
The Earth has become a single worldwide community
(McLuhan, 1964).

The expression, “global village” dates from the sixties
and was invented by Marshall Mcluhan (who spear-
headed much of the research into media) to discuss
how electronic media affected society. Nowadays, the
interpretation of globalization is a polarized issue,
with multiple viewpoints stemming from different
theoretical orientations. However, the common the-
mes within each view of globalization are of a move-
ment towards greater closeness between nations on
an economic, societal and political level and a view
by nations of themselves not simply as a sovereign na-
tion but as working within a world framework (Mo-
hammadi, 1997).

A particularly usable definition of globalization has
come from the work of Lubbers and Koorevar (Lub-
bers & Koorevaar, 2000, p.7-24). They see the impor-
tance of geographical separation on how internati-
onal economic, political and socio-cultural ties are
formed as decreasing in a globalized system.

When a certain point is reached, the essential natu-
re of the relationships thus formed has changed such
that observers note a difference. This trans nationa-

lization of the relationships and mutual influences is
a source of both beneficial openings and frightened
resistance, a call to action and a call to arms.

Proponents of globalization suggest the following be-
nefits (Mohammadi, 1997):

- A reduction in the number of poor people ac-
ross the world

- Technology becomes available in developing
nations

- Peace is fostered

- The rights of juveniles and females are better
respected

- People live longer

Globalization and Communication
Globalization has brought in its wake a profound
change in the technologies used to communicate
and its effects have been felt across the planet. In a
nutshell, communicating globally means sending
and receiving information all over the Earth, a pro-
cess which has been underway for hundreds of years
(Lubbers & Koorevaar, 2000, p.7-24). Ekeanyanwu
(Ekeanyanwu, 2005) observed how communicating
worldwide entails collecting, spreading and exami-
ning analytically the news and knowledge produced
across the whole globe. Technological progress has
gone hand in hand with simpler, quicker, clearer and
more effective communications. (Lubbers & Koore-
vaar, 2000, p.7-24) A synergy is observed between
communication and technological development,
such that new inventions, such as the Internet, which
are constantly emerging and, indeed, often conver-
ging, too, lead to entirely new ways for people to inte-
ract (Nelson, 2010, p.1-7).

Thus, although the way we envisage globalization
may differ, one vital point in common to many ac-
counts is that enlarged communications are behind
many of the changes of a social nature occurring bet-
ween nations. (Greig, 2002, p.225- 243) The abundant
technologies (fax, telephones, civil aviation, televisi-
on and the Internet) have added to the ways in which
individuals can communicate both at a local and
cross-cultural level. (Greig, 2002, p.225- 243; Holton,
2000, p.140-152)

shd.anadolu.edu.tr 91



The Globalization of Communication

This change cannot be undone. The age of globali-
zation is characterized by two underlying directions
in which cultures are being drawn. One is towards
the alteration of customary ways of living for people.
The other, by contrast, is towards the development of
ways in which a culture can adapt to protect its es-
sence. Globalization engenders vast controversy as a
result. Where cultures talk to each other, on occasions
consensus may be reached on such matters as mutual
understanding, valuing each other equally, right con-
duct and where our duties lie, but this is by no means
always the case and such agreement may be hard to
reach. An area of such disagreement occurs regarding
human rights, thought by occidental academics to be
a fundamental cornerstone of our system of values, in
fact appear quite inconsistent with how many eastern
countries operate on a cultural and political level.
Avoiding such issues means needing to find areas of
common interest where one of the cultures will not be
threatened in its customs and traditions by globaliza-
tion. Thus, we advocate the identification of so-called
“mutual contact” points. If such interactive nodes
seemingly do not exist, mutual understanding and
allowance must take their place. Humanity’s future
existence hinges on how we manage to co-exist, our
behavior as it affects all of us. To flourish in peaceful
harmony, this principle is just the essential first step
(Shokhina & Nishchev, 2009).

How does globalization affect the contemporary
world? From a personal perspective, globalization
merely implies the coalescence of different societies
in matters of culture, politics, ethics, ideas and other
areas fundamental to human societies. Thus, I con-
cur with the view that globalization will ultimately
efface the differences between cultures. Nonetheless,
one result has been to find a common ground in such
matters and thus allow people to promote the well-
being of cultures in general. Globalization benefits
nations, which seek to expand their influence, and
yet also explains why cultural differences seem to
grow with the passage of time. While multinational
communication has become easier and thus seems to
develop closer bonds, in fact the very opposite is the
case (Shokhina & Nishchev, 2009).

Ekeanyanwu (Ekeanyanwu, 2005) believes commu-
nications on a worldwide scale engender mutual un-
derstanding amongst members of different cultures.
He illustrated this by pointing to how a network of
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foreign correspondents hired by the leading news
outlets has brought a shared understanding of each
other’s ways of life across many of the world’s cultu-
res. Such communications, it must be remembered,
take on many different shapes and formats.

McQuail categorized the formats thus (McQuail,
2010):

1. Transfer and broadcasting/publication of me-
dia and written materials in their entirety from
one national audience to another.

2. Local media (cinema, music, television broad-
casts, news reporting) are supplemented with
imported items in those categories.

3. Foreign media are altered to better fit another
country’s audience preferences.

4. Ttems (e.g. sports reporting, advertisements
and pictures) either come from abroad or allu-
de to events/people etc. abroad.

5. News reports about another country.

6. Some media intended to be shown internatio-
nally, e.g. Music TV, CNN International, BBC
World, amongst others.

Intercultural Communication

A widely held viewpoint sees national and ethnic cul-
tures as together constituting global culture, by which
is meant that you cannot have a national without an
international culture. Even more pertinently, cultures
are being acted upon and modified through globali-
zation, so a culture becomes known beyond its ori-
ginal borders, so-called “cultural globalization” All
human societies possess culture, and culture is what
makes human life possible, but cultures differ in de-
tails. What culture means, though, has led workers in
different academic fields to reach different conclusi-
ons. (Nelson, 2010, p.1-7)

It is inherent in human societal evolution that cross-
cultural comparisons are made. No single nation,
even if it seems the strongest politically and econo-
mically, possesses the means to address cultural and
aesthetic needs on its own and without drawing on the
rich global cultural and spiritual patrimony handed
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down from other races and nations. Our contempo-
rary world moves steadily towards being globalized.
In this respect, the discussion and debate about the
how and why of communication between countries is
a part of life for both whole nations and their indivi-
dual citizens (Shokhina & Nishchev, 2009).

Yet how can intercultural communication be defi-
ned? Despite the intense and long-lasting worldwide
research effort focused on this area, definition rema-
ins at issue even now, and much remains debatable
and controversial. So, the following seem the most
pertinent issues to be addressed:

How does cross-cultural communication function as
a part of globalization? What effects on people can
we expect from globalization? Must cultural variati-
on be always in mind when we set out to participate
in globalization, or can it be achieved entirely per se?
(McLuhan, 1964)

The theory of cultural hybridization proposes that in-
teracting cultures take from and absorb each other’s
features, resulting in a hybrid form based on synergy.
The case appears strongest when examining religious
interaction and popular music. This viewpoint focu-
ses on the exchange of cultural features and their ab-
sorption into another culture’s way of doing things.
Analogously to hybrid formation in nature, which in-
volves the exchange of genetic material, so, the theory
goes, society’s practices are formed from a fusion of
elements taken from multiple different cultures (Hol-
ton, 2000, p.140-152).

Conclusion

After recent developments in communication tech-
nologies, far distances come closer with an interacti-
on of culture and cooperation. Intercultural interac-
tion usually doesn't affect local culture negatively but
enriches it. But the natural result of this interaction
is globalization. Nowadays almost all of the world is
connected with each other except some local primiti-
ve groups. The best and obvious globalization examp-
le is the food variety of countries. Pizza is not Italian
and sushi is not Japanese anymore. Initially Mediter-
ranean food, culture and traditions was a local uni-
formity, but now it is totally global.

TV shows and serials are also very important in cul-
tural globalization. As many serials are distributed all
over the world, they created a parallel cultural and
behavioral structure, a sort of uniformity.

The decrease of religion influence on societies, decre-
ased the efficacy of culture and religion special habits
and behaviors, which finalizes at cultural hybridizati-
on of the country. The theory of cultural hybridizati-
on is very obvious in our country in a smaller scale.
This is also another implement that leads to globali-
zation.

Although local music was very specific before; with
the effects of wide communication modalities, me-
lodies become common and similar in all over the
world. It is possible to reach any music of any country
from a mobile phone including the notes, composer
and singer information. The wide spread of music pi-
eces is another sample of globalization.

Very similar to hybridization of genes due to various
interactions, cultural hybridization will be both the
cause and result of globalization of communication.
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