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POLITICIANS SHARE LOCAL ISSUES THROUGH TWITTER: A SAMPLE 
OF THE POLITICIANS OF EASTERN ANATOLIA REGION 

Nural İMİK TANYILDIZI*, Gökhan ALPTEKİN** 

 
Abstract  

As a new media product, the Internet has great implications for the political sphere.The main purpose of the 
study is to determine whether the members of the Parliament use Twitter as a social media tool.Content analysis method 
was applied. In the research conducted between the dates of 01-31 May 2018, 48deputies of the Eastern Anatolia 
Region shared their personal accounts through Twitter application. Accordingly, it was determined that the daily share 
rate of 48 deputies belonging to the Eastern Anatolia Region is 3.60 Tweets-Retweet.The province with the highest 
daily share is Erzurum. The minimum percentage of daily sharing is in Ardahan.“The development, environment and 
infrastructure” categories have a share ratio of 1.19 in total, while it is 2.55 in the “spore” category in the topics dealt 
with by parliamentarians in the tweets. As a result of the analyzes, it was seen that the application of Twitter did not use 
enough level by the deputies of Eastern Anatolia Region in order to inform the public and transfer the regional 
developments. However, it was found that the usage practices had more national sharing than the shares that they 
represent. 
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SİYASİLERİN YEREL KONULARI TWİTTER ÜZERİNDEN 
AKTARIMI:DOĞU ANADOLU BÖLGESİ MİLLETVEKİLLERİ ÖRNEĞİ 

Öz 

İnternetin bir yeni medya ürünü olarak siyasal alana uzanan büyük etkileri bulunmaktadır. Çalışmanın 
temel amacı TBMM üyelerinin bir sosyal medya aracı olan Twitter’ı aktif şekilde kullanıp kullanmadığını tespit 
etmektir. İçerik analizi yöntemine başvurulmuştur. Yapılan araştırmada 2018 yılının 01-31 Mayıs tarihleri arasında 
Doğu Anadolu Bölgesi’ne mensup 48 miletvekilininTwitter uygulaması aracılığıyla şahsi hesaplarından yaptıkları 
paylaşımlar incelenmiştir.  Buna göre Doğu Anadolu Bölgesi’ne mensup olan 48 milletvekilinin günlük paylaşım 
oranının 3.60 Tweet-Retweet olduğu saptanmıştır. Bölge illeri arasında en fazla günlük paylaşım oranına sahip il 
Erzurum’dur. En az günlük paylaşım yüzdesi ise Ardahan ilindedir. Milletvekillerinin tweetlerde ele aldığı konular 
içinde “imar, çevre ve altyapı” kategorisi toplamda 1.19’luk paylaşım oranına sahipken, “spor” kategorisinde ise bu 
oranın 2.55 olduğu görülmüştür. Yapılan analizler sonucunda Twitter uygulamasının kamuoyunu bilgilendirmek, 
bölgesel gelişmeleri aktarmak gibi amaçlarla, Doğu Anadolu Bölgesi milletvekilleri tarafından yeterli derece de 
kullanılmadığı görülmüştür. Kullanım pratiklerinin ise temsil ettikleri bölgelerle ilgili paylaşımlar dışında daha çok 
ulusal çapta paylaşımlar olduğu saptanmıştır.  

Anahtar Kelimeler: Siyasal İletişim, Sosyal Medya, Twitter, Demokrasi 

 

لوضانلأاقرشةقطنمنمةلاح :رتیوتىلعةسایسلانمةیلحمایاضق  
فطتقم  

 .يعامتجلالاصاوتللةادأكرتیوتنومدختسیناملربلاءاضعأناكاذإامدیدحتوھةساردلانمیسیئرلافدھلا .يسایسللااجملاىلعریبكریثأتاھلتنرتنلإانإف ، دیدجیملاعإجتنمك
 2014 ویام 31-01 نیب ، ةیقرشللاوضانلأاةقطنمیفءاضعأمھنیذلا ، لوضانلأاقرشةقطنمءاضعأنم 48 ةصحلیلحتمت ، ةساردلایف .ىوتحمللایلحتةقیرطقیبطتمت

3.60 لوضانلأاقرشةقطنمنمابئان 48 نمةیمویلاةكراشمللادعمناك ، اذھلاقفو .رتیوتىلعمھقیبطتربع  Tweet-Retweet. 
 1.19 ةصحھلةیتحتلاةینبلاوةئیبلافینصتنأنیحیف .ناھادرأیفةیمویلاةكراشملاةبسنلىندلأادحلا .مورضرأیھیمویلامھسلللدعمىلعأاھیدلیتلاةعطاقملا
 ، تلایلحتللةجیتن ."نخدلاةضایرلا" ةئفیف 2.55 يھةبسنلاھذھنأحضاولانمف ، تادیرغتلایفناملربلاءاضعأاھشقانیتلاعیضاوملایف
 ، كلذعمو .ةیمیلقلإاتاروطتللاقنوروھمجلاملاعلإجأنملوضانلأاقرشمیلقإباونلبقنمفٍاكىوتسممدختسیملرتیوتقیبطتنأىلإرظنیناك

اھلثمتیتلاتاكراشملانمرثكأةینطوةكراشماھیدلمادختسلااتاسراممنأدجودقف . 
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ةیطارقمیدلا ، رتیوت ، يعامتجلالاصاوتللائاسو ، ةیسایسلاتلااصتلاا :ةیحاتفملاتاملكلا  

1. INTRODUCTION 

Politicalcommunication is theexpression of individuals as a special form of struggle of 
poweramongthecommunities. It is a conceptthatcoversallcommunicativeactivitiesforpoliticalpurposes in a 
verywidearea. (Çankaya, 2015: 13).However, it is not easyto limit thisareato a specificframework. (Mutlu, 
2005: 363). Politicalcommunicationstudies define bothpoliticalcommunicationandpoliticalcommunication. 
(Tokgöz, 2010: 27). Big data has dramaticallychangedthestudy of politicalcommunications online as 
researchersaccessmassivefeeds of data on socialmediabehavior, networks, andlanguage. However, 
thenaturepoliticalcommunicationremainsinherentlymessage-driven, wherethecomposition, timing, 
andmetaphorarenecessarycomponents of theoverallmessage (Pal veGonavela, 2017: 97). As a 
newmediaproduct, the Internet has a greatimpact on thepoliticalsphere. 
Socialmediaapplicationsprovidedinstantaccesstothemasses. Thus, 
politicianscommunicatemoreeasilywiththeirvoters. 

Whentheliterature on thesubject is considered, it is seenthattherearemanystudies in thefield. It has 
reachedthepoliticalpartiesandtheleadersdiscussedtheusetwitterfieldworkduringtheelectionperiod in 
Turkey(Genel, 2012; Bayraktutan vd. 2014; Keskin ve Sönmez, 2015). Inothercountries, studies on theuse of 
socialmedia in politicshavebeenfound. (Lutz, 2009; O’Donnel,2011; Shirky, 2011; Vitak, vd, 2011, Momoc, 
2013; Kasmanivd, 2014; Pal veGonavela, 2017; Weavervd, 2018).Inthisstudy, theuse of socialmedia, one of 
thenewmediaelements, in democraticpoliticalsystems is examined. It has beenmoved a sample of 
thedeputiesfromtheEastern Anatolia Region. Inpreviousstudies, theuse of Twitter on politicalpartyleaders has 
beenexamined. Inthisstudy, a detailedanalysiswasmadebyusingthesample of thedeputies of Eastern Anatolia 
Region. Data wasreceivedover a morecomprehensive time frame. Therefore, thestudy is important. 

 

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

Political communication is as old as political activities (Lilleker, 2013: 15). The concept of political 
communication began to develop and develop in the United States after the Second World War. It was 
widely used in Western European countries after the 1960s (Topuz, 1991: 7). Political communication is an 
interactive process concerning the transmission of information among politicians, the news media, and the 
public. The process operates downward from governing institutions toward citizens, horizontally in linkages 
among political actors, and also upward from public opinion toward authorities. Political communication has 
always been central to the electoral and policymaking process but since the early 1990s certain important 
developments have fundamentally altered this process, particularly postwar trends in the mass media moving 
from the traditional world of newspapers, radio, and television broadcasting toward the Internet (Norris, 
2015: 342). 

Inthetimes of theprintingmachineand of thewritteninformationproduction, 
informationconsumersweremorethantheinformationconsumers, but todaythenumber of 
thosewhogeneratenews/eventsanddisseminatesthem online 
forthelargemassestendstobecomeequaltothenumber of thosewhoconsumenews/events. Inthesocialmediaage, 
eachcitizenhavingaccessto an onlinecommunication platform turnsinto an informationproducer (Momoc, 
2013: 117). The debate about the role of social media in supporting or discouraging exposure to various 
perspectives is pertinent to the argument of vigorous democracy. This relates to the potential of Internet-
based media to create a vibrant public sphere, which is a key concept in contemporary political 
communication(Kasmani vd. , 2014:348). 
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Socialmedia is defined as a participantand a more mobile mediatype, which has 
itsownspecificrulesandforms of communication (Büyükaslan et al. 2013: 137). Theelectioncampaigns, 
whicharebased on communication, havestartedtochange in recentyearsduetochanges in digitaltechnologies 
(Chadwick, 2014; Tanyıldızı& Ateş, 2018: 49). Socialmediasites, in particular, 
arebecomingincreasinglyimportant as communicationplatformsthatshould be takenintoaccount in theprocess 
of politicalcommunicationbecause of theincreasingnumber of usermembers (Bayraktutan et al., 2014: 59-96). 

 

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The main purpose of thisstudy is todeterminewhetherthemembers of the TBMM activelyuseTwitter 
as a socialmediatool. Theaim of thecourse is todetermine how 
oftenthedeputiessharethedevelopmentsabouttheregionstheyrepresent in theirsocialmediaaccounts. 
Thestudycoverstheshare of 48 deputies of theEastern Anatolia Region on Twitteraccountswhich has a 
Twitteraccountbetween May 01-31. 

Content analysismethodwasused in theresearch. Content analysis is an observationtechniqueused in 
socialorsociologicalresearch (Aziz, 2017: 129).  It has beenusedextensively since thelast 40-50 years. 
Thedeputiesweredeterminedwiththehelp of a computer. 
Itwasdeterminedwhetherthedeputiesidentifiedwereactiveparticipants on Twitter. 
Accordingtotheprovincialandpoliticalparties, it waswritten on thecodingchartwhichwasarranged on 
thecomputer in theperiod of 01-31 May. Thetweet-retweetsharing data part of 
thestudywascountedbyfollowingtheday. It is marked on thecodingchartbetweenthespecifieddaterange. A 
secondcodingtablewascreatedforthecategoriescreatedforthestudy. The data collected here is 
systematicallycategorized. All data collected in 
thestudyweredividedintoseveralslicesbyusingmathematicalproportions. Itwasthenturnedinto a table. 

Intheresearch, thetopicexamined in thecontentanalysiscoding form is dividedintoseveralcategories. 
Thesecategoriesaregivenbelow: 

Zoning, environmentandinfrastructureissues / sharingwithculture, art andhistoricalcontent / 
education, / economic, / sporets / publicorder, health / Sharesotherthanregionalissues. 

Thesharesotherthanregionalissuesareincluded in thefollowingsubheadings:sharesmade on a 
nationalscale, headquartersshares, personalvisitsthatare not withintheconstituency, allkinds of 
contentandspecialdaysharesthatare not relatedtotheprovincestheyrepresentandallthesharesoutsidethelocal. 

Thehypotheses of theresearcharegivenbelow: 

  H0.Deputies fromtheEastern Anatolia RegionareactivelyusingTwitter, andthereasonfortheuse of 
Twitterbydeputies is toinformthepublicaboutlocalissues. 

   H1.Thedeputies of theEastern Anatolia 
Regionconveythedevelopmentsabouttheprovincetheyrepresenttothepublicadequatelythroughtheirpersonalacc
ounts. 

  H2. InEastern Anatolia, governmentpartydeputiesaresharedmost on Twitter. 

 H3.Deputies  oftheEastern Anatolia Regionmakethemostshares on localissuesabout “Reconstruction 
Environment andInfrastructure”  category. 
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4. FINDINGS 

Table 1. The Rate of the Daily Tweet-RetweetSharingDeputies of Eastern Anatolia Region 

Eastern Anatolia 
Region 

Number of   

Deputies 

Total Daily 
Tweet- 

RetweetCount 

 

% 

Ağrı 3 236 2.53 

Ardahan 2 58 0.93 

Bingöl 3 288 3.09 

Bitlis 3 151 1.62 

Elazığ 4 274 2.20 

Erzurum 6 1243 6.68 

Erzincan 2 65 1.04 

Hakkâri 3 104 1.11 

Iğdır 2 165 2.66 

Kars 3 613 6.59 

Malatya 6 922 4.95 

Muş 3 176 1.89 

Tunceli 2 80 1.29 

Van 6 989 5.31 

Total 48 5364 3.60 

 

Therate of thedailytweet-retweetsharingdeputies of Eastern Anatolia Regionaregiven in Table 1. 
Accordingtothis data, theprovincewiththehighestsharepercentagewas Erzurum. Kars wassecond in 
theregionwith 6.59 andthird in Van with 5.31. Malatya wasfourthwith a rate of 4.95 and Bingöl 
wasthefifthwith a ratio of 3.09. Iğdır wasthesixth in the 2.66s and Ağrı wastheseventh in the 2.53. 
Elazığwastheeighth in theratio of 2.20 and Muş was in theninth in theratio of 1.89. Bitlis 
wastenthcomparedto 1.62. Tunceli wastheeleventh in 1.29, and Hakkâri in the 12 th. Erzincan ranked 13th 
with a rate of 1.04, while Ardahan, with a 0.93 dailyTweet-Retweetsharing rate, rankedlast. In total, 
thedailysharing rate of 48 members of theParliamentwas 3.60. 
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Table 2. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Ağrı” Deputies on Twitter 

 

Deputy 

 

Berdan Öztürk 

 

Cesim Gökçe 

Dirayet 
Taşdemir 

 

Total 

Politicalparty Halkların 
Demokratik 
Party 

Adalet Ve 
Kalkınma 
Party 

Halkların 
Demokratik 
Party 

 

Development, 
Environment 
andInfrastructur
e 

0 0 1 1 

Culture, art 
andhistorical 

2 1 7 10 

Education 0 0 3 3 

Ekonomi 0 0 5 5 

Spore 0 0 0 0 

Asayiş 0 1 3 4 

Health 0 1 1 2 

Sharesotherthan
regionalissues 

36 14 161 211 

Total 38 17 181 236 

 

InTable 2, thedistribution of localissues of thedeputies of Ağrı province on Twitter is given. 
Inthelight of theinformationobtained, it is seenthat” Sharesotherthanregionalissues” 
aremorethantheothercategoriesandtheyrankfirst in terms of numericalmultiplicity. 
Accordingtothisinformation, thesporecategory is thelast. Accordingtothedeputies of Ağrı province, Dirayet 
Taşdemir sharedregionalissuesmorefrequentlythantheotherdeputies. 

Table 3. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Ardahan” Deputies on Twitter 

Deputy Orhan Atalay Öztürk Yılmaz Total 

PoliticalParty AdaletVe 
Kalkınma Party 

Cumhuriyet Halk 
Party 

 

Development, 
Environment 
andInfrastructur
e 

0 0 0 
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Culture,art 
andhistorical 
andhistorical  

0 2 2 

Education 0 0 0 

Economic 0 0 0 

Spore 0 0 0 

Security 0 0 0 

Health 0 1 1 

Sharesotherthan
regionalissues 

18 37 55 

Total 18 40 58 

 

Accordingtothetable, it is 
seenthatSharesotherthanregionalissuesaremorethanothercategoriesandtheyarerankedfirst in terms of 
numericalmultiplicity. Ardahan DeputyOzturkYilmaz'sshare of 
localcontentcomparedtotheotherregionaldeputy Orhan Atalay'da seenmoresharing. 

 

Table 4. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Bingöl” Deputies on Twitter 

Deputy Cevdet 
Yılmaz 

Enver 
Fehmioğlu 

Hişyar Özsoy  

Total 

PoliticalParty Adalet Ve 
Kalkınma 
Party 

Adalet Ve 
Kalkınma 
Party 

Halkların 
Demokratik 
Party 

 

Development, 
Environment 
andInfrastructu
re 

2 1 0 3 

Culture, art 
andhistorical 

10 0 0 10 

Education 2 0 0 2 

Economic 3 0 1 4 

Spore 0 3 0 3 
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Accordingtothetable, thefirstorder in terms of numericalmultiplicity is 
“Sharesotherthanregionalissues”. Adalet ve Kalkınma Party’sdeputyCevdet Yilmaz has 
beenfoundtosharemoreregionaldirectionsthantheotherBingoldeputies. Out of all 
“Sharesotherthanregionalissues”, it is concludedthatmost of theculture, art 
andhistoricalcategoriesweresubmitted. Accordingtothetable, the minimum transmission is in 
thesecuritycategory 

 

Table 5. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Bitlis” Deputies on Twitter 

Deputy Mahmut 
Gaydalı 

Mizgin Irgat Vedat Demiröz Total 

PoliticalParty Halkların 
Demokratik 
Party 

Halkların 
Demokratik 
Party 

Adalet Ve 
Kalkınma 
Party 

 

Development, 
Environment 
andInfrastructur
e 

0 0 2 2 

Culture, art 
andhistorical 

0 4 8 12 

Education 0 1 0 1 

Economic 0 0 0 0 

Spore 0 0 0 0 

Security 0 0 0 0 

Health 0 0 0 0 

Sharesotherthan
regionalissues 

0 33 103 136 

Total 0 38 113 151 

 

Security 0 1 0 1 

Health 0 4 0 4 

Sharesothertha
nregionalissues 

130 117 14 261 

Total 147 126 15 288 
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As a result of theanalysis, it is seenthat “Sharesotherthanregionalissues” 
aremorethantheothercategories. Adalet ve Kalkınma Partysdeputy Vedat Demiröz is a moreactiveparticipant 
on Twitterthantheother Bitlis deputies. Itwasalsofoundthat he mademorelocalcontent. 

 

Table 6. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Elazığ” Deputies on Twitter 

Deputy Ejder 
Açıkkapı 

Metin Bulut Ömer Serdar Tahir 
Öztürk 

Total 

PoliticalParty Adalet Ve 
Kalkınma 
Party 

Adalet Ve 
Kalkınma 
Party 

Adalet Ve 
Kalkınma 
Party 

Adalet Ve 
Kalkınma 
Party 

 

Development, Environment 
andInfrastructure 

0 0 0 0 0 

Culture, art andhistorical 2 2 1 2 7 

Education 0 1 0 0 1 

Economic 1 2 0 1 4 

Spore 1 0 0 0 1 

Security 2 0 0 0 2 

Health 1 1 3 2 7 

Sharesotherthanregionalissues 68 72 52 60 252 

Total 75 78 56 65 274 

 

Table 6 showsthedistribution of localissuesdiscussedbyElazığdeputieson Twitter. Accordingtothe 
data, “sharesotherthanregion” is morethanothercategories. ItwasfoundthatElazığdeputieswerelessinvolved in 
transferringlocalissues. Othermostsharedpostsweremade in “cultureandhealth” categories. 
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Table 7.Distribution of LocalIssues of “Erzurum” Deputies on Twitter 

Deputy İbrahim 
Aydemir 

Kami
l 
Aydı
n 

Mustafa 
Ilıcalı 

Orhan 
Deligöz 

Recep 
Akdağ 

Zehra 
Taşkesenlioğ
lu 

 

Tota
l 

PoliticalParty Adalet 
Ve 
Kalkınm
a Party 

Mhp Adalet 
Ve 
Kalkınm
a Party 

Adalet 
Ve 
Kalkınm
a Party 

Adalet 
Ve 
Kalkınm
a Party 

Adalet Ve 
Kalkınma 
Party 

 

Development, 
Environment 
andInfrastructure 

2 0 8 4 1 3 18 

Culture, art andhistorical 5 2 12 8 0 13 40 

Education 3 0 13 2 0 4 22 

Economic 4 0 9 1 1 8 23 

Spore 8 6 74 19 6 9 122 

Security 1 0 1 0 0 1 3 

Health 4 0 7 4 0 1 16 

Sharesotherthanregionaliss
ues 

 

154 

 

109 

 

221 

 

181 

 

31 

 

303 

 

999 

Total 181 117 345 219 39 342 1243 

 

Inthetable, it is seenthatexternalsharing is morecommonthanothercategories. Mustafa Ilıcalı from 
Adalet ve Kalkınma Partywasthe name thatsharedthemost of thelocalissues. “Sports” category is thefirstwith 
122 shares. The “safety” categorywith 3 shareswasthelast. 

 

 

 

 



ASSAM Uluslararası Hakemli Dergi (ASSAM-UHAD)-ASSAM International RefereedJournal 
Cilt: 6 Sayı: 13 Yıl: 2019 

 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Table8. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Erzincan” Deputies on Twitter 

Deputy Sebahattin Karakelle Serkan Bayram  

Total 

PoliticalParty Adalet Ve Kalkınma Party Adalet Ve Kalkınma 
Party 

 

Development, Environment 
andInfrastructure 

0 3 3 

Culture, art andhistorical 0 1 1 

Education 0 1 1 

Economic 0 2 2 

Spore 0 2 2 

Security 0 0 0 

Health 0 0 0 

Sharesotherthanregionalissues 0 56 56 

Total 0 65 65 

 

AccordingtoTable 8, “sharesotherthanregion” is morecommonthanothershares. Itwasfoundthat 
Serkan Bayram fromthe Adalet ve Kalkınma Partymademoreregionalcontentthantheotherdeputy. 
“thedevelopment, environmentandınfrastructure” categorywasthemostcommonlyusedcategoriesafter 
“Sharesotherthanregionalissues”. 
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Table 9. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Hakkari” Deputies on Twitter 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 9 showsthedistribution of localissuesdiscussedbyHakkarideputies on Twitter. Based on 
theavailable data, it is understoodthat “sharesotherthanregionalissues” aremorenumerical. Nihat Akdoğan, 
deputy of the Halkların Demokratik Party, sharedthemostlocalcontent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deputy Abdullah Zeydan Nihat Akdoğan Selma Irmak  

Total 

PoliticalParty Halkların 
Demokratik 
Party 

Halkların 
Demokratik 
Party 

Halkların 
Demokratik 
Party 

 

Development, Environment 
andInfrastructure 

0 0 0 0 

Culture, art andhistorical 0 1 0 1 

Education 0 0 0 0 

Economic 0 1 0 1 

Spore 0 0 0 0 

Security 0 2 0 2 

Health 0 1 0 1 

Sharesotherthanregionalissues 0 96 3 99 

Total 0 101 3 104 
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Table 10. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Iğdır” Deputies on Twitter 

 

Deputy 

 

Mehmet Emin Adıyaman 

 

Nurettin Aras 

 

Total 

PoliticalParty Halkların Demokratik 
Party 

Adalet Ve Kalkınma 
Party 

 

Development, Environment 
andInfrastructure 

0 0 0 

Culture, art andhistorical 2 0 2 

Education 0 0 0 

Economic 0 0 0 

Spore 0 0 0 

Security 7 0 7 

Health 2 0 2 

Sharesotherthanregionalissues 154 0 154 

Total 165 0 165 

 

Table 10 showsthedistribution of localissuesdiscussedby Iğdır deputies on Twitter. Withinthescope 
of theresearch, thenumber of “sharesotherthanregionalissues” is higherthan in 
othercategories.mostcategorieshaveneverbeenshared.Itwasdeterminedthatdeputy Mehmet Emin Adıyaman 
sharedmorelocalcontentthantheotherdistrictdeputy. The “security” 
categorywasthesecondmostcommonlyusedcategoryafter “Sharesotherthanregionalissues”. 
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Table 11. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Kars” Deputies on Twitter 

 

Deputy 

 

Ahmet Arslan 

 

Ayhan Bilgen 

Selahattin 
Beyribey 

 

Total 

PoliticalParty Adalet Ve 
Kalkınma Party 

Halkların 
Demokratik Party 

Adalet Ve 
Kalkınma Party 

 

Development, Environment 
andInfrastructure 

10 0 3 13 

Culture, art andhistorical 2 0 2 4 

Education 3 0 3 6 

Economic 0 1 0 1 

Spore 0 1 2 3 

Security 0 0 0 0 

Health 1 0 3 4 

Sharesotherthanregionalissues 246 216 120 582 

Total 262 218 133 613 

 

“Sharesotherthanregionalissue” havemoresharesthanothers. Ahmet Arslan, a member of the Adalet 
ve Kalkınma Party ,wasfoundtohave a highershare of localaffairsthanother Kars deputies. There is noshare in 
the “security” category. 
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Tablo 12. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Malatya” Deputies on Twitter 

Deputy Bülent 
Tüfenkci 

Mustafa 
Şahin 

Nurettin 
Yaşar 

Öznur 
Çalık 

Taha 
Özhan 

Veli 
Ağbaba 

 

Tota
l 

PoliticalParty Adalet 
Ve 
Kalkınm
a Party 

Adalet 
Ve 
Kalkınm
a Party 

Adalet 
Ve 
Kalkınm
a Party 

Adalet 
Ve 
Kalkınm
a Party 

Adalet 
Ve 
Kalkınm
a Party 

Cumhuriy
et Halk 
Party 

 

Development, 
Environment 
andInfrastructure 

6 1 0 5 0 0 12 

Culture, art andhistorical 2 2 0 5 0 5 14 

Education 5 0 0 1 0 2 8 

Economic 15 0 0 20 0 5 40 

Spore 0 0 0 4 0 2 6 

Security 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Health 4 1 0 5 0 0 10 

Sharesotherthanregionaliss
ues 

 

203 

 

27 

 

0 

 

362 

 

3 

 

36 

 

831 

Total 235 32 0 402 3 250 922 

 

Table 12 showsthedistribution of localissuesdiscussedby Malatya deputies on Twitter. Fromthetable 
data, it wasfoundthat “Sharesotherthanregionalissues” 
werehigherthanthesharenumbersmadeunderotherlocaltopics. Öznur Çalık, one of thedeputyof theAdalet ve 
Kalkınma Party, sharedthemostlocalcontent. Thesharesmade in thelocaltopicsweremostly in 
the“economy”andtheleast in the“security” category. 
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Table 13. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Muş” Deputies on Twitter 

Deputy Ahmet Yıldırım Burcu Çelik 
Özkan 

Mehmet Emin 
Şimşek 

 

Total 

PoliticalParty Halkların 
Demokratik Party 

Halkların 
Demokratik Party 

Adalet 
VeKalkınma 
Party 

 

Development, Environment 
andInfrastructure 

0 0 0 0 

Culture, art andhistorical 0 0 0 0 

Education 0 0 0 0 

Economic 0 0 0 0 

Spore 0 0 0 0 

Security 0 0 2 2 

Health 0 0 2 2 

Sharesotherthanregionalissues 127 0 45 172 

Total 127 0 49 176 

 

Table 13 showsthedistribution of localissuesdiscussedby Muş deputies on Twitter. Withinthescope of 
theresearch, thenumber of “sharesotherthanregionalissues” is higherthan in othercategories. 
Mostcategorieshaveneverbeenshared. Adalet ve Kalkınma Partydeputy Mehmet Emin Şimşek has 
morelocalcontentsharingthantheotherregionaldeputies. 
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Table 14. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Tunceli” Deputies on Twitter 

Deputy Alican Önlü Gürsel Erol  

Total 

PoliticalParty Halkların Demokratik 
Party 

Cumhuriyet Halk 
Party 

 

Development, Environment andInfrastructure 
Sorunları 

0 0 0 

Culture, art andhistorical 4 1 5 

Education 0 0 0 

Economic 0 0 0 

Spore 0 0 0 

Security 0 0 0 

Health 0 0 0 

Sharesotherthanregionalissues 40 35 75 

Total 44 36 80 

 

Fromthetable data, it wasfoundthat “Sharesotherthanregionalissues” 
werehigherthanthesharenumbersmadeunderotherlocaltopics as in otherregionalcities. Itwasfoundthat 
Halkların DepokratikPartydeputy Alican Önlü sharedmorelocal-basedcontentthan Gürsel Erol, 
whowastheotherregionaldeputy. Theothersharingwas done in” culture, art andhistorical” category. 
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Table 15. Distribution of LocalIssues of “Van” Deputies on Twitter 

Deputy AdemGe
veri 

Bedia 
Özgökçe 
Ertan 

Beşir 
Atalay 

Burha
n 
Kayatü
rk 

Lezgin 
Botan 

Nadir 
Yıldırım 

 

Tot
al 

PoliticalParty Halkları
n 
Demokra
tik Party 

Halkları
n 
Demokr
atik 
Party 

Adalet 
Ve 
Kalkın
ma 
Party 

Adalet 
Ve 
Kalkın
ma 
Party 

Halkları
n 
Demokr
atik 
Party 

Halkları
n 
Demokr
atik 
Party 

 

Development,EnvironmentandIn
frastructure 

0 8 0 4 0 0 12 

Culture, art andhistorical 8 5 0 8 2 0 23 

Education 0 0 0 2 1 0 3 

Economic 2 5 0 3 2 0 12 

Spore 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Security 5 0 0 0 1 0 6 

Health 1 1 0 1 7 0 10 

Sharesotherthanregionalissues 259 241 0 86 336 1 923 

Total 275 260 0 104 349 1 989 

 

Table 15 showsthedistribution of localissuesdiscussedby Van deputies on Twitter. Itwasfoundthat 
Halkların DepokratikPartydeputy Bedia Özgökçe Ertan and Adalet ve Kalkınma Partydeputy Burhan 
Kayatürksharedmorelocal-basedcontentthanotherdeputies. Theothersharingwas done in” culture, art 
andhistorical” category. 
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Table 16. ShareRatio of Deputieson TwitterbyCategory 

City Developm
ent 
Environm
ent 
andInfras
tructure 

% 

Culture, 
art 
andhisto
rical 

% 

Educatio
n 

% 

Economi
c 

% 

Spor
e 

% 

Securit
y 

% 

Healt
h 

% 

Shares
otherth
anregio
nalissu
es 

% 

Tota
l 

% 

Ağrı 0.42 4.23 1.27 2.11 0 1.69 0.84 89.4 100 

Ardahan 0 3.44 0 0 0 0 1.72 94.8 100 

Bingöl 1.04 3.47 0.69 1.38 1.04 0.34 1.38 90.6 100 

Bitlis 1.32 7.94 0.66 0 0 0 0 90.0 100 

Elazığ 0 2.55 0.36 1.45 0.36 0.72 2.55 91.9 100 

Erzurum 1.44 3.21 1.76 1.85 9.81 0.24 1.28 80.3 100 

Erzincan 4.61 1.53 1.53 3.07 3.07 0 0 86.1 100 

Hakkâri 0 0.96 0 0.96 0 1.92 0.96 95.1 100 

Kars 2.12 0.65 0.97 0.16 0.48 0 0.65 94.9 100 

Iğdır 0 1.21 0 0 0 4.24 1.21 93.3 100 

Tunceli 0 6.25 0 0 0 0 0 93.7 100 

Malatya 1.30 1.51 0.86 4.33 0.65 0.10 1.08 90.1 100 

Muş 0 0 0 0 0 1.13 1.13 97.7 100 

Van 1.21 2.32 0.30 1.21 0 0.60 1.01 93.3 100 

Toplm 1.19 2.44 0.87 1.71 2.55 0.52 1.09 89.5 100 

 

Therates of sharing of theprovinces in theEastern Anatolia Regionbycategoryaregiven in Table 16. It 
is seenthatthe “Sharesotherthanregionalissues”isthefirst in allprovinces.Inthelight of thisinformation, 
whentheotherregionalcategorieswereevaluatedamongthemselves, themostsharewas in thecategory of “culture, 
art andhistorical” with a ratio of 7.94. Theleastsharewas in thesafetycategorywith a ratio of 0.52. 

 

Table 17. Top 10 Members of Parliamentby Total Share on Twitter 

Placement Names Of Deputies TotalSharing 

Number 

City Politicalparty 
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1 Öznur Çalık 402 Malatya Adalet Ve Kalkınma Party 

2 Lezgin Botan 349 Van Halkların Demokratik Party 

3 Mustafa Ilıcalı 345 Erzurum Adalet Ve Kalkınma Party 

4 Zehra Taşkesenlioğlu 342 Erzurum Adalet Ve Kalkınma Party 

5 AdemGeveri 275 Van Halkların Demokratik Party 

6 Ahmet Arslan 262 Kars Adalet Ve Kalkınma Party 

7 Bedia Özgökçe Ertan 260 Van Halkların Demokratik Party 

8 Veli Ağbaba 250 Malatya Cumhuriyet Halk Party 

9 Bülent Tüfenkci 235 Malatya Adalet Ve Kalkınma Party 

10 Orhan Deligöz 219 Erzurum Adalet Ve Kalkınma Party 

 

In Table 17, the list of the top 10 deputies who have shared most of their personal accounts is given. 
ÖznurÇalık is a deputy who is the most widely shared members. Lezgin Botan is the second. Mustafa Ilıcalı 
is third. In the first 10, it was seen that the most shares were made by the AdaletveKalınma Party deputies. 
From the Cumhuriyet Halk Party, only VeliAğbaba was able to take part in the table. 

5. CONCLUSION 

The results of this study are given below 

• As a result of the research, it was determined that deputies would not be able to adequately transfer 
the problems of the region they represent to their personal accounts. It is seen that deputies share 
more than.“sharesotherthanregionalissues” is higherthan in otherregionalissues. 
 

• This study showed that the deputies of the government party in the Eastern Anatolia Region have 
shared more than another party deputy on Twitter. 
 

• After “Sharesotherthanregionalissues” category, among the local issues, the most sharing was in the 
category of “culture, art andhistorical”  

One of the most important tasks of deputies is to express the problems of the province they represent. 
As a result of the research, the level of sharing the regional problems of the deputies of the Eastern Anatolia 
Region is low. Deputies share many twitter shares. But sharing is usually a daily political debate as content. 
It is recommended that new media technologies be used in place and frequently by politicians. 
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