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VI. MEHMET VAHDETTIN IN THE NATIONAL STRUGGLE MOVEMENT 

 
Abstract 

 Sultan Vahideddin ascended the throne in the 3th July 1918. Certainly the term that he came the throne 
was the hard period of Ottoman Empire. A new era began in which several chain of events took place consecutively 
like the signing of the Armistice of Mondros on 30 October 1918 and the seizure of the Ottoman lands by the 
occupying forces, the extermination of Enver, Cemal and Talat Pashas, the dissolution of the Committee of Union 
and Progress, and the signing of Sevres Treaty on 5 November 1918. In this period new names took over the 
Ittihadist men. Sultan Vahideddin assigned the people he trust to the important positions of the state. And he 
desired to work with them.  He started to work with Tevfik and Damat Ferit Pashas who were his relatives.. 
Meanwhile in Anatolia  The National Struggle Movement and Anatolian people started to search salvation cures 

s, and was taken to 
Malta. Because of the policy of Sultan Vahideddin who remained between external powers and Anatolian people  
and becoming the last sultan of Ottoman Empire he was sometimes criticised sometimes praised and at the end he 
substited the position in the history. The main subject of our article is the attitude, policy and point of view of 
Sultan Vahiddedin to Anatolian movement.  
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EXTENDED SUMMARY 

On 3 July 1918, Sultan Vahideddin inherited the Ottoman throne. The country was 
invaded by the Mondros Armistice on 30 October 1918. The Sultan stayed with the British in 
foreign policy because he thought that he and his friends had always had friendship with the 
Ottomans. He followed a peaceful policy. In domestic politics, he implemented a policy against 
the Unionists whom he considered to be responsible for the events. He looked at the movement 
against the occupations in Anatolia as a Unionist movement. At the state level, he wanted to 
secure himself by giving his office of chances to the relatives in general like Tevfik Pasha and 
Damat Ferit Pasha. With the support of the Freedom and Entente Party, he developed a policy 
against the Anatolian Movement. His role in the steppes rebellions, the death fatal against the 

tablishment of an army such as the military 
forces and so many tried to destroy the movement of Anatolia. By the end of 1922, the Anatolian 
movement had succeeded. As the occupying forces slowly began to evacuate the country, some 
non-Muslim elements helped them and their lives were endangered in some Turks. Grand 

Entente were among them. 1 Turkey Grand National Assembly in November 1922. Dr. The 
ruling was abolishe
Beyoglu and lynched several days later, the events became even more frightening. Sultan 
Vahidedin'de face this situation on November 17, 1922, the British took refuge on the grounds 
that his life was in danger. These events both in Turkey has caused great sadness in the Islamic 
community. The people of Anatolia, in the face of all kinds of helplessness and despair, had 
won a victory by all kinds of difficulties. At the same time, a person who represented the 
Ottomans and millions of Muslims was taking refuge in a foreign country as the caliph of Islam. 
Moreover, there was no peace agreement with this country. This event in the Islamic world and 
of course the sultan's own country has produced great reactions. 

The departure of Sultan Vahdideddin was met with negative reaction. When we look at 

opposed the Anatolian movement in the end of 1922, fell into their own lives at the same time. 
Therefore, they withdrew from broadcasting life. On this date, the publication of this struggle 
by the National Struggle newspapers continued to be broadcast and the struggle of the victory 
of the period and the pride of the victory was written. Therefore, the last sultan also suffered 
negative reactions. In addition, it is seen that most of the news reports of foreign news agencies 
are conveyed to the periodicals. 

The situation of the Ottoman Empire, which Sultan Vahideddin took over the throne, 
was undoubtedly bad. He was not responsible for the events until then. However, his attitude 
towards the freedom struggle of the people and his search for emancipation in a pro-British 
politics have created discontent among the people. After all, the last Ottoman sultan left the 
country by getting on a British ship and opened a deep wound. Both and formed a common 
reaction in the Islamic world in Turkey. In addition to this, the issue of caliphate has also caused 
controversy. With Vahideddin going abroad, who went along with it, how it happened, and the 
question of the sacred relics has always been the subject of controversy. In addition, a person 
who represents the Ottoman dynasty is not seen in the Ottoman history. Therefore his ancestors, 

 
When Sultan Vahideddin left Istanbul, he declared to the English representatives that he 

did not give up the sultanate and the caliph. In the face of this situation, the issue of the Caliphate 
came up, especially the ideas of the Indian Muslims. Turkey Grand National Assembly reduced 
by another Vahideddin the caliphate has been declared caliph Abdulmecit Lord on November 
18, 1922. This was well received in the Islamic world. 
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Wahideddin's most Muslim population, the British to seek refuge and leave the Istanbul 
question was asked about the British. In particular, the question of what the Caliphate is going 
to be British officials to discuss political issues in the Islamic world will discuss this issue is 
seen. However, the sadness of this event has been so great that perhaps this is the discussion of 
this issue. it is known that even though there was a war against the Greeks on the front, the 
main battle was against the British who held them as tongs. When this situation is considered, 
the reactions to the separation of Vahideddin from the caliphate over Istanbul become even 
more meaningful. 

 
 

 
   
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


