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Anahtar kelimeler:
 

The Role and Use of Silk in the Byzantine Empire

Abstract

In the Middle Ages, silk, which was sometimes the subject of the war or the peace, and from time to time 
seen as the rationale for international cooperations and rapprochements, had a vital importance for the 
Byzantines than for the other states. In addition to their symbolic meanings, silk and silk garments were 
used in many places from daily life to military, political and diplomatic relations in the Byzantine world. 
At the beginning, however, the procurement of this product, which could be achieved fully by import, was 
quite expensive. Later on, the Byzantines, who achieved the ability to produce silk, had a monopoly power 
in silk trade in their region in a short time, and used this power frequently to attain their foreign policy 
goals. In this study, it is discussed the formation of the Byzantine silk industry, the role of the silk and its 
use for various purposes by the Byzantines. 
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