®

Hacettepe Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi RS e

Hacettepe University Journal of Faculty of Letters

li(lclﬁyﬂl Fakiiltesi Dergisi

Juunml of ]::l(‘llll_\‘ of Letters

doi: 10.32600/huefd.469147

Hakemli Makaleler — Refereed Articles
Gelis tarihi / Received: 10.10.2018 Kabul tarihi / Accepted: 06.12.2018

Shakespeare'in Hamlet Oyununda Ciiriimiisliik ve
Hastalik Izlekleri ve Imgeleri

The Themes and Images of Decay and Disease in Shakespeare’s Hamlet

A. Deniz BOZER®
Oz

Bu ¢alismanin amaci William Shakespeare’in on dordiincii yiizyilda Danimarka’da gecen Hamlet trajedisinde yazarin
vurguladigr ¢iirlimislilk ve hastalik izlekleri yaninda gorsel ve kokuyla ilgili imgeler yoluyla basta devlet olmak
lizere, bireylerdeki ve dogadaki ¢iiriimiigliik ve hastalik imgelerini ele almaktir. Body politic (deviet) ve body natural
(insan bedeni) arasindaki iligki ortaya konup, devletteki yozlasmanin kral olan agabeyini 6ldiiriip, basa gegen ve onun
karisiyla evlenen Kral Claudius’daki ahlaki yozlagmayla ne denli ilintili oldugu saptanmaktadir. Bunun yani sira
Hamlet, Gertrude, Polonius, Laertes ve Ophelia karakterlerindeki bedensel, ruhsal ve ahlaki yozlasmaizlekleri
¢lirimiiglik ve hastalik imgeleri yoluyla tartigilmaktadir. Oyundaki tiim ¢lirimiisliik ve kokusmusluga karsin bir
cicek olarak betimlenen Ophelia’nin saraydakilere dagittigi ¢igeklerin simgesel anlamu {izerinde durulmaktadir.
Ayrica, devletteki ve bireylerdeki yozlasmanin dogadaki yansimalari drneklenmektedir. Yakin okuma ydntemiyle
anilan tiyatro oyunu metni s6z konusu izlekler ve imgeler baglaminda yorumlanmakta ve Hamlet’in on yedinci
ylizyilin basinda Kralige 1. Elizabeth’in iktidarmin son zamanlarinda Ingiltere’deki sosyo-politik ortami bir &lgiide
yansittig1 ortaya konmaktadir.
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Abstract

The setting of William Shakespeare’s Hamlet is fourteenth-century Denmark where the dramatist foregrounds themes
and images of decay and disease through visual and olfactory imagery in the state itself, the king’s court and nature.
Establishing the relationship between body politic and body natural, how the moral corruption of King Claudius, who
has murdered his brother, usurped the throne and married his wife, reflects upon the state of Denmark. In addition,
the physical, mental and moral corruption in characters such as Hamlet, Gertrude, Polonius, Laertes and Ophelia will
be examined in relation to the above-mentioned themes and images. Despite all the decay and corruption throughout
the play, the symbolic significance of the flowers Ophelia appropriately gives to the members of the court will be
analysed. Furthermore, how decay and disease in the state and in individuals impact nature will be posited.
Applying close reading, the play will be interpreted in relation to themes and images of decay and disease with the
aim of establishing how all these reflect upon the the socio-political condition of the court of Elizabeth | in the
very early years of the seventeenth century.
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