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MATURIDI KELAM OKULUNDA INSAN HURRIYETI PROBLEMI

Oz

Insaru diger varliklardan ayiran en &nemli 6zelligi biling (akil) sahibi ve secme hiirriyetine sahip
olmasidir. Insanlik tarihi boyunca insamin hiirriyeti, bu hiirriyetin smnirlari, mahiyeti sorgulana
gelmistir. Insan 6zgiirliigii konusunda genellikle iki gesit yaklagim s6z konusudur: Bunlardan birincisi
filozoflarin getirmis olduklar1 yaklasim digeri ise dinlerin getirmis olduklar1 yaklasimdir. Hiirriyet
kavramui kati bir tarif/tanimlama kalibina kolayca sigabilen bir kavram degildir. Mantik¢ilarin “agyarini

i

mani’ efradim cami’” diye nitelendirdikleri tam ve tiimel bir tanim yapilamamustir. Dolayisiyla
filozoflar, bilginler kendi caglarmin diisiince ortamina, entelektiiel birikime gore hiirriyet kavramini
temellendirmeye calismislardir. Yukarida da ifade edildigi gibi hiirriyet meselesi ¢6ziimii zor bir
konudur. Bu nedenden dolay1 bu ¢alismamizda oncelikle hiirriyet kavraminin etimolojik tahlilini,
tanumimi yaptiktan sonra Matiiridi kelam diisiiniirlerinin hiirriyet problemine yaklagim tarzlari, ¢6ziim
Onerileri ve tamimlama bicimleri degerlendirilmeye calisilacaktir. Matiiridi kelam diisiintirleri derken
kastimiz spesifik anlamda Tmam Matiiridi ve onun en giiclii takipgisi olan Ebii'l-Muin en-Nesefi'nin

¢ozuim sekilleri tizerinde durulacaktir.
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THE PROBLEM OF HUMAN FREEDOM IN THE MATURIDI KALAM
SCHOOL

Abstract

The most important feature that distinguishes human beings from other beings is that they have
consciousness (intelligence) and freedom of choice. Throughout the history of mankind, human
freedom, the limits and nature of this freedom have come to question.There are usually two approaches
to human freedom: The first of these is the approach that the philosophers adopt, and the other is the
approach that religions bring.The concept of freedom is not a concept that can easily fit into a fixed
definition pattern. A complete and total definition could not be made, which the logicians described as
"including what is necessary while excluding those that are unnecessary". Therefore, philosophers and
scholars have tried to base their concept of freedom on the basis of intellectual accumulation and the
environment of thought of their own age. As mentioned above, the issue of freedom is a difficult subject
to solve. For this reason, in this study, we try to evaluate the approaches of Maturidite kalam thinkers to
the freedom problem, their solution offers and definitions after first analyzing the concept of freedom
from an etymological point of view and defining it. In this study, the types of solutions offered by Imam
Maturidi and his most powerful follower Ebii'l-Muin an-Nasafi, two of the Maturidite kalam thinkers,
will be emphasized.

Keywords: Human, Freedom, Maturidi, Ebii'l-Muin an-Nasafi, Maturidiyya.

Atif / Cite as: Ozden Mustafa. “Mes’eletii hiirriyeti’l-insan fi medreseti’l-kelamiyyeti’l-Mat{iridiyye”.
Kader 17/1 (Haziran 2019): 207-227.

Summary

The most important feature that distinguishes human beings from other beings is
that they have intelligence and freedom of choice. Throughout the history of
mankind, the freedom of human being, the limits and the nature of this freedom
have been questioned. Many different solutions have been sought for this problem.
There are generally two different approaches to human freedom. The first is the
approach of the philosophers and the other is the approach of the religions.

We know that the preeminent scientists and intellectuals educated by humanity for
centuries have focused on this issue. In spite of all efforts on this issue, a precise
and universal definition of freedom that has been reached through the filtering of
reason and experience and that has been agreed upon, also that is referred as
“excluding what is unnecessary while including those that are necessary” by
logicians has yet to be made. The question of what freedom is, therefore, remains
up to date. What is the reason for this? There is no doubt that the reason for this is
the fact that freedom is not a one-sided, but a many-sided concept. Freedom is like
a prism that is exposed to the light and whose light is divided into colors.
Everyone looks at it and imagines the color or colors they see. For some, freedom
means independence above all. Or, it means one's self-determination of his fate
without any kind of coercion, restriction and external pressure.

For some, the prominent aspect of freedom is that it expresses one's exclusiveness
and privacy. Through this aspect one lives in his or her small world without the
intervention of others (and government). For some, freedom is equality of
opportunity or just equality alone. The reason for all these different views and
understandings is that the concept of freedom belongs to the field of emotions. As
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it is known, a full definition of the concepts within the field of emotions cannot be
made as it is made about the concepts belonging the fields of senses. For things
pertaining to the field of emotions are dynamic, variable, particular, that is to say,
subjective. Therefore, a definition of freedom that can be accepted for everyone has
not been made to this day. In this study, we will first try to examine the concept of
freedom from the etymological point of view. We will then explain the framework
of terminological connotations acquired by the concept of freedom in the historical
process. Finally, we will focus on the understandings of philosophers and
Maturidite theologians (specifically Imam Maturidi and Abu’l-Muin Nesefi) of
human freedom and on their analyses methods as well as the question how they
grounded the problem of human freedom.

Maturidite theologians have dealt with the issue of freedom in terms of human
actions. Whether people are free in their actions or obligated is always discussed. If
they are free, is this freedom infinite or limited? If they are not free, what or who is
the force that keeps people under pressure? Or is it because of human
psychological structure? Or is it a necessary result of the laws of nature? Is the man
with God or by himself in fulfilling what he wants? Does the will and volition
belong to the man and the act belongs to Allah? Does Allah have a role in human
actions? If Allah has an influence on human actions, what kind of influence is this?
Is the human being a prisoner in this world? If human’s route is already set why
does he still have the will and the mind? What processes do people go through
until they perform their actions? Have Allah created a human being as a toy in His
own hands or as a free and responsible being? If one is on a predetermined path,
and if “everything that occurs in the universe is determined by Allah” there will be
no need for God to intervene in the universe and for making a distinction between
volitional and non-volitional acts in terms of human beings because “something
that is determined by Allah cannot happen otherwise.”

In this study, the analysis of the human actions will be carried out in the light of
the above questions, and the role and effect of the human will on their actions will
be determined. Accordingly, we will try to give an answer to the question what is
understood from the human action? What we mean by action is any work, action,
and behavior that a person wills to perform. In other words, everything that a
person does using his will is included in the concept of action. Non-voluntary
actions, that is, the shaking movement and similar actions that are not in the power
of man, will be excluded from our study.

Even if it is accepted that Maturidite theologians' approach to human freedom and
their explanations are in strict compliance with the fundamental views of Islam, it
cannot be said that these explanations are completely convincing. In Islam, every
kind of absoluteness belongs to Allah. The attributes of absolute power, absolute
knowledge, absolute creation, and absolute will belong to Allah alone. Human
beings have power, will, and knowledge. However, their power, will and
knowledge are limited and vary from person to person. Allah's knowledge and
power, however, are absolute.
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Since all things belong to Allah, of course, one cannot imagine that people are
absolutely free. As explained above, a partial freedom is given to man in Islamic
thought. Human beings have limited freedom within a certain area assigned to
them. God has given this freedom to man. The use of this power for good or evil is
in human hands. Therefore, people are responsible for their management of this
power.

In conclusion, philosophers and scholars tried to base the problem of freedom
according to the political culture and the thought environment of their era. Each
philosopher has defended the solution of his own understanding. Some have
considered freedom a human experience and some have regarded it as the ability
to perform certain acts as well as the ability to choose, while others have denied
God to establish human freedom.
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