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TARIHSEL OLARAK KADIN SiFACILIK VE TIBBIN DEGERLERI

Hafize Oztiirk Tiirkmen?

1Assist. Prof., Akdeniz University Medical Faculty, Dept. of Medical History and Ethics

Bir uygulamali bilim alani olarak tibbin tarihsel siirecte erkek egemen bir bakis acisina, isleyis yapisina ve
soyleme sahip oldugu; bu eril niteligin insan acisini dindirmeye yonelik biyisel pratiklerden geleneksel halk
hekimligi uygulamalarina, tapinak tibbindan bilimsel-deneysel yonteme dayal klinik uygulamalara kadar
genis bir yelpazede yasama gegirildigi gdzlenmektedir. Tarihsel sire¢ antik kiltirlerin hastaliklari sagaltici
“bilge kadinlar”inin ve “hekim kraligeler”inin Ortagag’da “avlanan cadilar”a ve bastan gikarici “sari kizlar”a
donustarialduginin tanigidir.

XIX. yuzyilda tibbin bilimsellesmesiyle baslayan siireg ise, profesyonellesen “hemsireler” ve “kadin hekimler”e
yonelik bir dizi uygulama, geleneksel sifaciligl siirdiiren “ebeler”in dislanmasi tibbin ve tedavi etme isinin
eril niteligini saglamlastirmistir. Clnk{ olgusal gercekligin bir parcasi olarak insan bedenine yonelik tibbi
uygulamalar, bilimsel yéntemin temel nitelikleri olan akilcilik, nesnellik, siniflandirma, evrensellik, genelleyici-
lik gibi kavramlar esliginde ele alinmakta; bu nitelikler eril karakterle 6zdeslestirilmekte, insanin ayni zamanda
bir anlam ve degerler biitiini oldugu, dolayisiyla hekimligin moral degerleri de iceren bir meslek oldugu ger-
cegi gbzden irak tutulmaktadir. Son donemde glindeme getirilen kanita dayali tip paradigmasi, klinik deneyimi
deyim yerindeyse ikinci plana alan yaklasimiyla bilimsel tibbin giderek insancilliktan uzaklasmasina katkida
bulunmaya aday bir gériiniim sergilemektedir.

Bu calismada bilimsel tibbin yapisal 6zellikleri ve eril karakterinin degerlendirilmesi, tibbin cinsiyetci yapi-
sindan kaynaklanan deger sorunlarinin ele alinmasi ve insancil bir tip uygulamasinin yasama gecirilmesinde
kadin bakis agisinin saglayabilecegi olanaklarin tartisiilmasi amaglanmistir.
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HISTORICAL WOMEN HEALING AND VALUES OF MEDICINE

As an applied science it is known that medicine has a masculine point of view, operation structure and disco-
urse in within historical process; and these masculine characteristics have been performed in a wide range
from spiritual practices to traditional folk medicine; from temple medicine to clinic practices based on sci-
entific — experimental methods. Historical process is the witness of transformation from therapeutic “wise”
women of ancient cultures and “physician” queens to “witch” hunts of Middle Age and seductive “blond girl”.

The process which begins with the medicine becoming science in the 19th century; a series of practices to-
wards professional “nurses” and “women physicians”, exclusion of “midwives” who sustain traditional hea-
ling reinforced masculine characteristics of medicine and treatment. It is because, medical practices towards
human body are regarded together with concepts such as rationalism, objectivity, classification, universality,
generalization as a part of conceptual reality; these characteristics are identified with masculine characters,
and the fact that human is a set of cohesion and values, therefore medicine is an occupation which also inclu-
des moral values should not be ignored. Evidence- based medicine paradigm which has been the issue in the
recent years contributes scientific medicine become alienated from humaneness by taking clinic practices to
background.

In this study, it was aimed to discuss the evaluation of structural and masculine characteristics of scientific
medicine, consideration of other problems caused by gendered structure of medicine and potentials that can
be provided by female point of view in the actualization of humanistic medical practice.
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