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MERSIN’iN CESMELERi VE ANIT AGACLARI
Ayse Everest” Ali Murat Merzeci

*Assoc. Prof., Mersin University Faculty of Science and Letters, Dept. of Biology, ayseeverest@mersin.edu.tr

Mersin’ de 2008-2010 yillari arasinda yaklasik 150 lokalitede cesme ve anit aga¢ arastirmasi yapilmis ve sunlar
saptanmistir:

Mersin’ de saptanan ¢esmeler icinde Osmanli ya da Roma yapimi olsun, asli gibi korunan ¢esmeleri izleyebi-
lecegimiz en glizel ilge Gilnar’ dir. Cesmeleri bugline tasiyabilmis ilceler siralamasinda Mut ve Erdemli, Silifke
ve Tarsus’ da ardi sira gelirler.

Mersin’ de XIV. ile XX. ylzyillar arasindaki slirecte yapilan ve bugiine gelen han, hamam, camii gibi tarihi eser-
lerin civarindaki cesmeler, mesire yerlerinde halen kullanilanlari disinda bakimsiz veya onarim gormus olanlari
ise fayansla kaplanmis ve 6zgiin sekli bozulmustur. Kitabeleri genelde kaybolmustur. Silifke: Mukaddem Dede
disinda tirbe civarlarinda cesme bulunmamaktadir. Bazilari, lizerinden karayolu gegcmesiyle kaybolmus ya da
topraga gomiili durumda bulunmaktadirlar. 1950'li yillara iliskin cesmeler, kismen Osmanl ¢esme mimarisini
andirmaktadirlar ve sik kullanim géren bazilari oldukca bakimsizdir ve onlari biitiinleyen agaclari kesilmistir.

Mersin’deki tarihi eserlerin yakininda yasayan agaclar ise, bulunma siklik sirasiyla ¢inar, Platanus orientalis
(Sogucak; Findikpinari, Aslankoy; Mut, Karaeksi; Erdemli, MGgli, Dogu Sandal; Silifke, Demircili; Gllnar, Zeyne
ve Pinarbasi gibi), mese tirleri (Quercus infectoria, Q. robur, Q. petrae, Q. cerris, Q. coccifera; Aladag; Camli-
yayla; Erdemli, Okiizl{i; Sarikoyak gibi ), ceviz, Juglans regia (Giilek; Dagpazari), selvi, Cupressus sempervirens
(Tarsus; Zeyne), zeytin, Olea europea (Mut; Tarsus), harnup, Ceratonia siliqua (Ciftlikkéy, Erdemli) ve sakiz,
Pistacia terebinthus olup yiksek kesimlerde ise ardictir (Juniperus excelsa, Silifke, Pelitpinari). Nehir kenarla-
rinda okaliptus, Eucalptus camaldulensis (Tarsus), so6glt, Salix (Yanpar; Sariaydin) ile kizilagag, Alnus glutinosa
(Sirag; Camliyayla; Kizilgegit) ve kanyonlarda kizilgam, Pinus brutia (Mut, Yerkopri), harabe ev kalintilari ara-
sinda arikovan, Ailanthus altitissima (Silifke) ve zamzalak, Melia azaderach (Erdemli, Ayas) bulunmaktadir. Bu
agaclar genellikle 1-3 metre gévde caphidir.
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MONUMENTAL TREES AND FOUNTAINS OF MERSIN

In this research, monumental trees and fountains in Mersin are described. According to our fieldwork conduc-
ted among 160 villages of Mersin between 2008 and 2010, conserved fountains were mainly stated in Giilnar,
and then in Mut, Silifke, Tarsus and Erdemli.

Between 14th and 20th Centuries, the fountains in Mersin were mainly built around the caravanserai, baths,
mosques and recreation areas. Except those which have been still in use, the original forms of the neglegted
or repaired ones have been deteriorated. The inscriptions are mostly lost.

Silifke: Except the Mukaddem Dede Mausoleum, there is no other fountain around the shrine vicinity. The
fountains, that were built between 1950-54, preserve traces of Ottoman architecture.

According to the level of density, the monumental trees around the historic areas are; sycamore (Platanus
orientalis), oak (Quercus infectoria, Q. petrae, Q. cerris, Q. coccifera), walnut Juglans regia), cypress (Cupressus
sempervirens, C. arizonica),olive (Olea europea), carob (Ceratonia siliqua), gum (Pistacia terebinthus) and
juniper (Juniperus excelsa), at high altitutes. The trunks of these trees are around 1-3 m in diameter and up
to 25 min height.
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