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GELENEKSEL VE MODERN TIP TARiIHINiIN ORTAK KONUSU: KURTAJ

Hafize Oztiirk Tiirkmen?

Assist. Prof. Dr., Akdeniz University School of Medicine, Dept. of Medical History and Ethics, deonto@akdeniz.edu.tr

Uremenin ve/veya dogurganhgin kontrolii amaciyla, insanligin baslangicindan beri varligini siirdiiren
kiirtaj uygulamasi, tarihin her déneminde tartismalara konu olmustur. Kadin bedenine yonelik bu
tarihsel uygulama, yalnizca tibbin ve sagligin konusu olmakla kalmamis; toplumun sirekliligine
yonelik sosyal, siyasal, hukuksal, dinsel ve ahlaksal sistemlerin temel ilgi alaninda yer almistir.

On dokuzuncu ylzyila kadar yaygin olarak geleneksel halk hekimligi cercevesinde ebeler ve kadin
sifacilar tarafindan yapilan kirtaj, tibbin bilimsellesmesi ve uzmanlasma ile birlikte modern tibbin
erkek egemen alanina girmistir. Caglar boyunca kadinlarin istenmeyen gebeliklerine son vermek
amaciyla basvurduklari kadin sifacilar, bu donemden itibaren diinyanin cesitli cografyalarinda
cocuk dislrtme uygulamalarindan rasyonel gerekgeler ve yasal diizenlemelerle men edilmisler ya
da cezalandiriimislardir. Modern tipla birlikte ortaya cikan ve uygulayicilar agisindan bir tir iktidar
degisiminin yasandigi kiirtaj pratigi, glinimizde kadinlar agisindan icerdigi farkl boyutlar yani sira bu
yoniyle de feminist politikanin temel tartisma konularindan birini olusturmaktadir.

Bu ¢alismada erkek egemen patriyarkanin dogrudan kadin bedenini hedef aldigi bir uygulama olarak
kirtajin tarihi, glincel feminist politika acisindan tartisilacak; bu baglamda antik uygarliklar, Ortacag
“cadi avlar”, modern toplumda niifus politikalari, bu tarihsel donemlere eslik eden siyasal ve dinsel
yaklasimlar analiz edilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kiirtaj

COMMON ISSUE OF TRADITIONAL AND MODERN HISTORY OF MEDICINE:
ABORTION

Application of abortion which has been carried out since the beginning of humanity for controlling
productivity and/or fertility has been issue for discussion in every period of history. This historical
practice for woman body is not only the issue of medicine and health but also has been included in
the main interest area of social, political, legal, religious and moral systems for the sustainability of
society.

Abortion which had been carried out commonly by midwives and woman healers within the frame of
traditional folk medicine until 19* century got into male domination area of medicine together with
medicine becoming scientific and specialized. Women healers who had been consulted by women
in order to cease undesired pregnancy for centuries were forbidden from abortion practices due
to rational reasons and legal regulations in various geographies throughout the world or they were
punished for these practices from then. Abortion practice which emerged together with modern
medicine and was experienced as a change of power has been one of the issues of main discussions
of feminist policy with this aspect apart from various aspects it includes from the perspective of
women.

In this study, the history of abortion as a practice in which the male dominant patriarchy aims
directly female body will be discussed in the frame of current feminist policy; in this frame ancient
civilizations, Medieval “witch-hunts”, population policies in modern society, political and religious
approaches co-existing with these historical periods will be analyzed.
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