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DOKTOR LEO KANNER’IN DIS FOLKLORU CALISMALARI
Funda Kadioglu?

'Assist. Prof., Cukurova University School of Medicine, Dept. of Medical History and Ethics, fgkadioglu@cu.edu.tr

Otizm ile ilgili calismalariyla taninan ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’'nin ilk cocuk psikiyatri olan Dr.
Leo Kanner’in (1894—-1981) az bilinen yéni, onun amator bir ruhla ve fakat profesyonel bir titizlikle
“Dislerin Folkloru” isimli bir kitabi kaleme almis olmasidir.

Aslinda, “rilyada dislerin kaybedilmesi ne anlama gelmektedir” sorusundan yola ¢ikmis; bu sorunun
yanitini arastirirken yaklasik 300 referans taramis ve calismasinin sonunda Avrupa’da, Asya’da,
Afrika ve Gliney Amerika’da dis-agiz hijyeni, dis slirmesi, dis sayisi, dis agrisi, dis kaybi, dise yonelik
bitkisel ve hayvansal ilaclar, dis cekimi gibi konularda siiregelen inanglar/batil inanglar, aliskanliklar,
gelenekler, siirler, tekerlemeler hakkinda genis 6lgekte bilgi biriktirmistir.

Bubilgiler Dental Cosmosisimlidergide 1925’den 1928’e kadar bir makale serisi halinde yayimlanmistir.
Dr. Leo Kanner yillara yayilan bu kapsamh ¢alismasini nihayet 1928 yilinda 316 sayfadan olusan ve
New York’da basilan bir kitaba donistirmistir: “Dislerin Folkloru”.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dr. Leo Kanner, Dis Folkloru

DR. LEO KANNER’S STUDIES ON THE FOLKLORE OF THE TEETH

Dr. Leo Kanner (1894-1981) was the first child psychiatrics in USA and famous with his studies on
autism. Based on the question of “the meaning of a dream about getting the teeth pulled”, he
made a detailed research in folklore literature, reviewed nearly 300 references and collected a
comprehensive information about ongoing beliefs, superstitions, habits, traditions, poems, rhymes
etc. in European, Asian, African and South American cultures. This information was published in the
Journal of Dental Cosmos between 1925 and 1928 as serial articles. Finally, Dr. Leo Kanner published
his studies in a book. This book has 316 pages and was published in New York in 1928, and its name
was: “The Folklore of the Teeth”.
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