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Turk insanina en yakin hayvanlardan biri olan kopek, Tirk folklorunda kutsal sayillan hayvanlar
grubundandir. Tirk c¢oban kodpeklerinden biri olan Kangallar, geleneksel ekonomisi tamamen
kliciikbas hayvan sirilerine bagli Oguz Boylarinin siirileri ile Anadolu’ya getirilmistir. Tirk Coban
Koépegi Kangal, diinyanin en eski, en yaygin dogal ¢coban kopegi irkinin, geleneklerine bagh Kangal
ilcesi halkinin benzersiz korumasi sayesinde tiim 6zellikleri ile gliniimiize kadar ulasabilmistir.

Calismada, Sivas Folkloru icerisinde yer alan Kangal Irki Tlirk coban képek yetistiriciligine ait folklorik
bilgilerin tespiti ile Turk Kiltlr hazinesine katki saglanmasi amagclandi.

Calismanin materyalini, Sivas yoresinde folklorik veteriner hekimligi ve hayvancilikla iliskili halktan
(halk hekimligi uygulayicilari, hayvan sahipleri ve diger kaynak kisiler) “bilgi derleme formu” yoluyla
09.04.2012 — 10.07.2012 tarihleri arasinda elde edilen folklorik bilgiler olusturdu.

Calismada, Sivas folklorunda yetistiricilerin kangal kdpeklerini genel irk 6zelliklerine, post renklerine
ve kuyruklarina gére siniflandirdiklari belirlendi. Genel irk o6zelliklerine gore “kurtcul”, “saf” ve
“kirma” kangallar; post renklerine gore, “alasi-boz”, “karayaka”, “sari yaka”, “boz yaka”, “killi” ve
“kircil”; kuyruk sekillerine gore ise “kilic kuyruk”, “kuyrugu egri” ve “kivrak kuyruk” kangallar olarak
siniflandirdiklar tespit edildi. Sivas folklorunda kangal képegi ile ilgili goriilen hastalik ve tedaviler,
genel irk standartlari (viicut yapisi, bas ve kafatasi, mizaci ve davranis ozellikleri vb), bakim ve
beslenme, kizginlik ve dogum bilgisi, kurt bogma olayi, kulak kesimi, hikayeler, inanislar ve deyimler

hakkinda bilgiler elde edildi.

Sonug olarak, kangal kopeklerinin bugline kadar neslini koruyabilmesinin en 6nemli nedenlerinden
birisinin merakli kisiler tarafindan, kangallarin kurt bogmasi, zekiligi, cesareti ve sadakatini anlatan
Sivas folkloruna 6zglin hikayelerin, inanislarin dilden dile aktarilmasi ile oldugu; folklorik veteriner
hekimligi ve yetistiricilik uygulamalarinda belirlenen bilgi eksikligi ve hatalarin hayvan haklari ve
refahi cercevesinde degerlendirilerek giderilmesinin gerekliligi ileri siiriilebilir. Ayrica, Sivas ili sinirlari
icinde kangal olarak bilinen bolge ve cevre illerde yetistirilen kangal kbpeklerine, binlerce yillik tarih,
kilturel ve cevresel sartlar ile kangallari nesiller boyu lreten insanlarin sekil verdigi séylenebilir.
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TURKISH SHEPHERD DOG KANGAL IN SIVAS FOLKLORE

As one of animals to which are approached with great sympathy by Turkish people, Kangal dogs
are among the animals accepted sacred in Turkish folklore. Kangals as shepherd dogs were brought
into Anatolia along with herds owned by Oghuz clans the traditional livelihood of which depends on
sheep herds. Being the oldest and most common race of natural shepherd dog, Turkish shepherd
dog, Kangal, has survived with all characteristics of it mostly thanks to the matchless protection of
local people of the town Kangal.

Throughout the study, the main objective is to determine the folkloric knowledge related with Kangal
raising within folklore of Sivas and to make some contribution to Turkish world of culture.

The research material has consisted of folkloric knowledge obtained between 9th April-10th
July, 2012 with “information review forms” applied to people associated with folkloric veterinary
medicine and animal husbandry in Sivas (e.g. medicine practitioners, animal owners, other resource
persons, etc.)

In the study, it has been determined that raisers in Sivas folklore classify the Kangals according to
general racial characteristics, color of their pelt and tails of them. They are grouped as “kurtgul”,
“saf’, “kirma”; and “alasi-boz”, “karayaka”, “sari yaka”, “boz yaka”, “kill’”, “kir¢cil”; and “kili¢ kuyruk”,
“kuyrugu egri”, “kivrak kuyruk”, based on racial characteristics, color of pelt and tails respectively.
Also, it has been gathered significant data on diseases and treatments on Kangals, general racial
standards (structure of the body, head and skull, etc.), care and nutrition, estrus, delivery information,

wolf choking incident, ear cut, stories, beliefs and idioms.

Consequently, it can be suggested that one of reasons why Kangals have managed to keep its
generation must be original stories and beliefs in Sivas, which cover the Kangal's wolf choke,
intelligence, courage and loyalty; that lack of knowledge and mistakes in folkloric veterinary medicine
and breeding applications be eliminated in animal rights and welfare terms.
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