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ASAGI FIRAT HAVZASI FOLKLORUNDA HAYVANLAR iLE iLGILi INANISLAR

Erhan Yiiksel', Rahsan Ozen?
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Bilindigi gibi halk inanislari, halk arasinda yaygin bir sekilde yasatilarak sonraki nesillere aktarilan
degerlerdir. Inanislarda; insanoglunun hayatinda ayrilmaz bir parga olan hayvanlar 6nemli yer tutmakta,
ayni zamanda bu inaniglar veteriner hekimligi folklorunun da 6nemli bir kismini olusturmaktadir.

Bu arastirmada, bilinen tarihin 6nemli yerlesim merkezlerinin basinda gelen ve bir¢cok uygarliga ev
sahipligi yaptigi icin halk bilimi agisindan biyik 6nem tasiyan Asag Firat Havzasinda, hayvanlar ile
ilgili inanislarin derlenerek literatiire kazandirilmasi amaglandi. Bu amagla Asagi Firat Havzasinda yer
alan Adiyaman, Elazig, Malatya, Sanliurfa illeri ile Gaziantep’in Nizip ilgesinde toplam 123 kisiyle yiiz
ylze goérisme yapildi. Elde edilen bulgular “igerik analizi” yontemiyle degerlendirildi.

Calismada, Asagi Firat Havzasinda horoz, glvercin, koyun, leylek ve kir atin ugurlu; keci, kedi, alaca
sigir, siyah katir, esek ve tavsaninin ugursuz; kopek, baykus ve tilkinin de kimi zaman ugurlu kimi
zaman da ugursuz hayvanlar olarak kabul edildigi saptandi. Ayrica, yeni dogum yapan hayvanlarin
esinin (plasenta), hayvanin sitlinin bol olacagi inanciyla incir agacina asildigl veya ayni beklentiyle
akarsuya atildigl; nazardan korunmak igin ev ve ahirlara, at, biyilkbas ve kiiglikbas hayvanlarin
kafatasi ile kaplumbaga kabugunun asildig1 seklinde bulgulara ulasild.

Sonugolarak, Asagi Firat Havzasinda, hayvanlarlailgiliinanislar agisindan zengin folklorik uygulamalara
rastlandigl ve yorede saptanan inanislarin bircogunun Anadolu’nun farkl bélgelerindekilere benzer
oldugu saptanmistir.
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FOLK BELIEFS ON ANIMALS IN THE LOWER EUPHRATES BASIN

As is known, folk beliefs encompasses values that are widely maintained by the folk and passed down
to future generations. Animals, as an inseparable part of the life of mankind, have earned an important
place in folk beliefs, and these beliefs also constitute a major component of veterinary folklore.

This study was aimed at the compilation and introduction to scientific literature of the folk beliefs on
animals in the lower Euphrates basin, a major settlement area of common history, which has been
home to several civilizations, and thus, is an area of great significance for folklore. For this purpose,
in total 123 persons, residing in the lower Euphrates basin in the Adiyaman, Elazig, Malatya and
Sanhurfa provinces and the Nizip district of Gaziantep province, were interviewed in person. The
findings obtained were assessed using the “content analysis” method.

The study revealed that, in the lower Euphrates basin, the rooster, pigeon, sheep, stork and dapple-
grey horse are considered to bring good luck; whilst the goat, cat, multi-colored cattle, black mule,
donkey and rabbit are considered to bring bad luck. On the other hand, the findings obtained
demonstrated that the dog, owl and fox are sometimes considered to bring good luck and sometimes
to bring bad luck. Furthermore, it was determined that the placenta of newly giving birth animals is
either hung on the branch of a fig tree or thrown into the river, in the belief that this would increase
the milk yield of lactating animals, and it was ascertained that the skull of horses, cattle, sheep and
goats as well as tortoise shells are hung on the walls of houses and stables, in the belief that this
would protect the people and animals from the evil eye.

In conclusion, rich folkloric elements related to folk beliefs on animals were observed in the lower
Euphrates basin and the beliefs of this region were found to be similar to those maintained in the
different regions of Anatolia.
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