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Simerler, Akadlar, Babiller ve Asurlar basta olmak tizere, Eski Diinya olarak tanimlanan cografi alanda
yasamis olan insan topluluklarinin bircogu, hastaliklarin prognozunun belirlenmesinde karaciger
falini kullanmislardi. Hepatoskopi olarak adlandirilan bu fal tiird, tanriya ya da tanrilara kurban edilen
koyunun karacigerindeki sekillerin yorumlanmasi esasina dayanmaktaydi. inanisa gére, koyun kutsal
bir hayvandi. Koyunun karacigeri ise yasamin merkezi oldugu icin gelecek bilgisi tasimaktaydi.

insanlik tarihinin binlerce yillik bdliimiinde kullanilmis olan bu teknik, biyoloji ve tip alanindaki
bilimsel gelismelere bagh olarak, yerini zamanla rasyonel uygulamalara birakip yok olmustur. Ancak,
insanoglunun gelecegi 6grenme meraki asla yok olmayacak gibi gériinmektedir. Nitekim karaciger
falinin tirevi niteligindeki falcilik uygulamalarinin glinimizdeki yasayan orneklerinin, bu iddiayi
destekledigi duslinilebilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ug vakte kadar, Evrim

A FIVE-THOUSAND YEAR EVOLUTION OF FORTUNE-TELLING

The majority of the communities that have dwelled in the geographical region referred to as the
Old World, like the Sumerians, Akkadians, Babylonians and Assyrians, used liver reading as a tool
to determine disease prognosis. This type of fortune-telling, also referred to as hepatoscopy, was
based on the reading of the figures in the liver of a sheep sacrificed for the god(s). The sheep was
believed to be a sacred animal, while, on the other hand, the liver of the sheep, was believed to hold
information of the future, as it was considered the core of life.

This technique of fortune-telling, which was used for thousands of years throughout the history of
mankind, was replaced by rational applications in the course of time and in parallel with scientific
developments achieved in the fields of biology and medicine, and eventually disappeared.However, it
appears that the curiosity of mankind in the future will never end. As a matter of fact, it is considered
that today’s fortune-telling practices, which have derived from hepatoscopy, are in support of this
claim.
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