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BYZANTINE PERIOD IN KEDREAI (SEDIR ISLAND): 
CHURCHES

	 Adnan	DİLER	–	Hatice	ÖZYURT	ÖZCAN*

ABSTRACT
Although	not	attested	by	written	sources,	the	archaeological	data	clearly	indi-

cate	 that	 the	Christian	 settlement	on	 the	 island	of	Kedreai	 gained	 importance	 in	
the	5th	 century	AD,	when	Christianity	gained	 importance	 in	Karia.	Even	 though	
representing	an	important	Byzantine	settlement	including	a	harbour,	storage	build-
ings,	baths,	churches,	houses	and	cisterns,	Kedreai	does	not	appear	in	the	bishopric	
lists.	Kedreai	has	been	known	for	a	long	time	by	published	materials	which	give	
general	information	about	the	remains.	While	the	first	detailed	study	by	Ruggieri	
lists	the	remains	of	only	three	churches,	a	recent	investigation	of	the	island	in	2008	
has	revealed	five	churches	and	a	baptisterium.	Four	of	these	churches	are	situated	
outside	the	Hellenistic	city	walls	which	surrounds	the	island.	Of	the	two	intraurban	
churches,	one	occupies	of	the	site	of	the	sanctuary	of	Apollon;	the	second	one	is	
located	on	the	northwestern	part	of	the	island.

Three	of	the	five	known	churches	on	the	island	are	basilical	and	the	other	two	
are	single	nave	planned.	Due	to	lacking	inscriptions	or	written	documents	mention-
ing	the	names	and	dates	of	these	churches,	they	are	named	according	to	their	sizes,	
locations	and	plans.

The	 three	 basilical	 planned	 churches	 demonstrate	 features	 not	 only	 of	 the	
Karian	but	also	of	 the	Aegean	and	Mediterranean	region	with	 their	architectural,	
liturgical	and	decorative	elements.	Observing	the	plan	typologies,	it	is	possible	to	
date	these	churches	to	the	5th and 6th	centuries.	

The	second	building	group	on	 the	Island	 is	 the	single	naved	halls.	Since	 this	
building	 type	existed	 throughout	Late	Antiquity	and	was	common	 in	 the	Middle	
and	Late	Byzantine	period,	a	 reliable	dating	of	 the	buildings	 faces	serious	prob-
lems.	Since	the	masonry	does	not	yield	data	for	the	dating,	other	findings	belonging	
to	the	structures	need	to	be	examined	to	support	this	data.	The	baptistery	belongs	
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to	the	same	period	as	the	basilical	structures	according	to	the	location	and	function	
of	the	building,	and	this	idea	is	supported	by	the	glass	lamps	found	in	the	remains.	
Due	to	lack	of	architectural	and	other	materials	found	during	the	survey,	no	exact	
date	is	suggested	for	the	single	naved	Isthmus	Church	of	the	Island.	To	appreciate	
the	importance	of	Kedreai	in	late	antique	and	byzantine	history,	future	excavations	
would	be	desirable.

Keywords: Kedreai,	Church,	Karia,	Kedreai,	Christianity.

ÖZET

Kedreai’nin Bizans Dönemi: Kiliseler
Hıristiyanlığın	Karia’da	 egemen	 olmaya	 başladığı	M.S	 5.	 yüzyıldan	 itibaren	

Kedreai	Adası’nda	bir	Hıristiyan	yerleşimin	varlığı	-tarihi	kaynaklarca	desteklen-
mese	de	-	mimari	kalıntılar	ve	diğer	buluntular	yardımıyla	açıkca	görülmektedir..	

Kedreai’de	kiliseler,	limanlar,	hamamlar,	bir	sokak	etrafında	dükkânlar,	konut-
lar	ve	sarnıçlardan	oluşan	önemli	bir	Bizans	yerleşimi	bulunmasına	karşın,	Bizans	
kent	 ve	 piskoposluk	 listelerinde	 adının	 geçmemiş	 olması	 şaşırtıcıdır.	 Kedreai	
uzun	 bir	 süre	 daha	 çok	 antik	 dönem	 eserleriyle	 önem	 kazanmış,	 Bizans	 döne-
mine	 ait	 yapıları,	 adayı	 inceleyen	 araştırmacıların	 yayınlarında	 kabaca	 yapılmış	
tanımlarla	 sınırlı	 kalmıştır.	Adadaki	Bizans	 yapılarıyla	 ilgili	 ilk	 ayrıntılı	 çalışma	
Ruggieri	tarafından	gerçekleştirilmiş	ancak	araştırmacı	sadece	üç	kilise	kalıntısını	
görmüş	 ve	 bunları	 değerlendirmiştir.	 Yoğun	 bitki	 dokusuna	 sahip	 olan	 adanın	
doğal	yapısı	birçok	eseri	gizlemektedir.	2008	yılı	yazında	adada	yaptığımız	yüzey	
temizliği	sırasında	bitki	dokusu	altında	gizlenmiş	yapıların	büyük	bir	bölümü	açığa	
çıkarılmıştır.	

Kedreai	adasında	bugün	için	tespit	edilmiş	beş	kilise	kalıntısı	ve	bir	vaftizhane	
bulunmaktadır.	Bunlardan	dördü	adayı	çevreleyen	Helenistik	kent	surlarının	dışında	
yer	alır.	Surların	dışında	kalan	dört	kiliseden	ikisi	adayı	ikiye	ayıran	kıstağın	batı	
tarafında	diğer	ikisi	ise	antik	yerleşimin	olduğu	kıstağın	doğu	tarafındadır.	Surların	
içinde	yer	 alan	kiliselerden	biri	Apollon	Kutsal	Alanı	 üzerinde	diğeri	 ise	 adanın	
kuzeybatısında	konumlanır.	

Ada’da	 şu	 an	 için	 bilinen	beş	 kilisenin	üçü	bazilikal,	 diğerleri	 tek	nefli	 plan	
özelliği	 göstermektedir.	 İsim	 ve	 tarihleri	 konusunda	 yardımcı	 olacak	 yazıt	 ve	
yazılı	kaynak	bulunmadığından	kiliselere	boyutları,	konumları	ve	planlarına	bağlı	
adlandırmalar	yapılmıştır.	

Ada	 üzerindeki	 üç	 bazilikal	 kilise	 mimari,	 litürjik	 ve	 dekoratif	 unsurlarıyla	
yalnızca	 Karia’da	 ve	 Anadolu’da	 değil	 aynı	 zamanda	 Ege	 ve	 Akdeniz	 çevres-
inde	de	çok	yaygın	olan	özelliklere	sahiptir.	Bu	kiliseleri	daha	belirleyici	veriler	
olmaksızın	bile,	plan	tipolojilerine	baklarak	kabaca	5-	6.	yüzyıl	içerisinde	herhangi	
bir	yere	yerleştirmek	yanlış	olmayacaktır.

Ada’daki	 ikinci	 yapı	 grubunu	 tek	nefli	 örnekler	oluşmaktadır.	Bu	plan	 tipin-
deki	 yapıların	Erken	Hıristiyanlıktaki	 varlıkları	 ile	 birlikte	 özellikle	Orta	Bizans	
dönemi	 içinde	yaygınlaştıkları	ve	son	Bizans	döneminde	de	kullanıldıkları	bilin-
mektedir.	Ancak	 bu	 olgunun	 adadaki	 örneklerin	 tarihlemesinde	 sorun	 yarattığını	
söylemeliyiz.	 Duvar	 dokularının	 tarihlemede	 kullanılamaması	 yapılara	 ait	 diğer	
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buluntulara	 yönelmeyi	 gerektirmiştir.	Vaftizhanenin,	 konumu	 ve	 işlevi	 açısından	
bazilikal	 yapılarla	 aynı	 dönemden	 olduğu,	 kalıntıların	 içinden	 çıkan	 cam	 kan-
dillerle	 de	 desteklenmiştir.	Ada’nın	 diğer	 tek	 nefli	 yapısı	 olan	Kıstak	Kilise’nin	
yüzey	buluntuları	arasında	tarihlemeye	yönelik	hiçbir	bezeme	unsura	rastlanmamış	
olması	yapının	değerlendirilmesini	güçleştirmektedir.	Sonuç	olarak	şunu	söyleye-
biririz	 ki	 birçok	 dini	 ve	 sivil	 yapıyı	 barındırmasına	 karşın	 Bizans	 tarihindeki	
yeri	 tam	olarak	bilinmeyen	bu	küçük	adada	yapılacak	kapsamlı	kazı	çalışmaları,	
yapıların	tanınmasına	ve	bilinmeyenlerin	aydınlatılmasına	yardımcı	olacaktır.	

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kedreai,	Kilise,	Karia,	Hıristiyanlık	

Kedreai1	 is	 an	 island	 settlement	 located	 on	 the	 east	 of	 the	 Keramos	
Bay,	in	the	Rhodian	Peraia.	According	to	the	documents,	ancient	Kedreai	
joined	the	Delian	Confederation	paying	half	talent	in	the	5th	century	BC.	
As	 indicated	 by	 inscriptions	 from	Rhodes	 even	 before	 188	BC	 the	 city	
was	 under	 the	 control	 of	Rhodes.	 In	 the	 first	 quarter	 of	 the	 2nd	 century	
BC,	Kedreai	together	with	a	big	part	of	Karia	was	under	Rhodian	control.	
In	129	BC	the	city	was	controlled	by	Rome	as	a	part	of	“Provincia	Asia”,	
the	first	Roman	state	established	in	Asia	Minor.	It	is	possible	to	claim	that	
the	city	has	never	been	 independent2	except	 for	short	periods	of	gaps	of	
authority	after	the	4th	century	BC.	While	these	historical	data	are	supported	
by	ancient	architectural	remains3	on	the	island,	it	is	difficult	to	assume	the	
same	suggestions	for	the	Byzantine	Period.	In	fact	the	information	about	
the	whole	of	Karia	 in	Byzantine	history	 is	not	adequate.	Procopius	does	
not	mention	any	of	the	Karian	cities	in	his	book	entitled	“De	Aedificiis”,	
which	mentions	the	cities	that	Justinian	included	in	his	building	program4.	
The	sources	only	show	that	Karia	was	in	the	Kibyrrhaotai	maritime	theme	
which	 included	 Lykia,	 Pamphylia	 and	 a	 part	 of	 Isauria5.	 Christianity	 in	
Karia	developed	rapidly	in	the	5th	and	6th	centuries	and	some	cities	such	as	
Iasos,	Knidos,	Anastasioupolis(?),	Bargilia,	Keramos,	Mylasa,	Stratonikeia	
and	 Kaunos	 were	 included	 in	 the	 bishopric	 lists6.	 Despite	 the	 fact	 that	

1	 Today	 the	 island	 is	known	as	Sedir	 Island.	The	name	Kedreai	comes	 from	Kedros	meaning	 the	
cedar	tree.	Kadreia	means	the	city	of	Kadra	people	and	the	name	changed	to	Kedreai.	See	Diler	
2007,	11.

2	 Diler	2007,	11.
3	 The	settlement	is	not	limited	to	the	island.	It	spread	to	the	Orata	Island	and	the	Little	Island	on	the	
north	and	the	mainland	that	has	the	necropolis	remains.	See	Diler	2007,	70-	81.

4	 Serin	2005a,	56.
5	 Pertusi	1952,	78-	79;	Ostrogorsky	1991,231,	map.	III.
6	 Schwarz	1927-1984,	I,1,2,	5;1,7,86;	II,	3,2,36;	Mansi	1901-1927,	XII,1106,	XIII,	393;	Darrouzes	

1981,	210;	Ruggieri	1996,	221-234;	Ruggieri	2005,	39-50.
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there	is	an	important	Byzantine	settlement	with	churches,	harbor	remains,	
baths,	stores	alongside	the	streets,	houses	and	cisterns	in	Kedreai,	the	city	
astonishingly	wasn’t	mentioned	in	the	bishopric	lists	and	Byzantine	cities.

The	archaeology	of	the	island	is	mostly	known	for	the	remains	from	the	
Hellenistic	 and	Roman	Periods.	The	 ancient	Byzantine	Period	of	 the	 is-
land,	on	the	other	hand,	is	included	in	the	general	definition	of	the	publica-
tions	written	by	the	researchers	such	as	Guidi7,	Bean-Cook8	and	Anabolu9.	
The	first	substantial	study	about	 the	Byzantine	buildings	of	Kedreai	was	
conducted	by	Ruggieri	but	the	researcher	determined	only	the	remains	of	
three	churches	and	evaluated	them10.

The	ancient	remains	of	Kedreai	are	located	on	the	Sedir	Island	on	the	
south	 shore	of	 the	Keramos	Bay.	However,	 the	 settlement	 is	not	 limited	
only	on	this	island;	it	is	scattered	on	the	Orata	Island,	the	Little	Island	and	
the	Mainland	which	covers	 the	necropolis	 remains.	Macro	vegetation	of	
the	island	hides	a	lot	of	the	remains.	During	the	excavation	that	we	con-
ducted	in	the	summer	of	2008,	a	great	portion	of	these	hidden	structures	
were	exposed11:	

1. The Great Basilica 
The	Great	Basilica12	is	one	of	the	two	churches13	located	on	the	west	of	

the	isthmus14.	There	aren’t	any	building	remains	found	around	the	basilica	
which	is	situated	on	a	flat	area.	During	the	survey	of	the	island	only	a	late	
dated	wall	and	a	“temenos	tomb”	from	the	Hellenistic	or	Roman	Periods,	
located	east	of	the	church	are	determined.	

		7	 Guidi	1921-1922,	378.
		8	 Bean	-	Cook	1957,	76-77.
		9	 Anabolu	1965,	245-255.
10	 The	researcher	saw	the	Great	Basilica,	Isthmus	Church	and	the	Church	with	Mosaics.	See	Ruggi-

eri	2003,	254-262.	The	Isthmus	and	the	Big	Church	were	mentioned	in	a	study	about	Southwest	
Anatolian	Christian	Buildings.	See	Zäh	2003,	59,	PL.2.0,	nr.	3,	Abb.16;	88,	PL.	2.0,	nr.26.	

11	 This	study	was	conducted	by	Prof.	Dr.	Adnan	Diler	on	the	island	with	the	permission	of	Ministry	
of	Culture	and	Tourism,	General	Directorate	of	Cultural	Assets	and	Museums,	financially	suppor-
ted	by	SMAP	III	European	Union	Gökova	Project.	The	other	structures	found	during	this	study	
will	also	be	published.

12	 Since	there	are	no	inscriptions	or	written	sources	related	to	the	churches	on	Kedreai,	the	structures	
are	named	according	to	their	sizes,	locations	and	plans.

13	 The	west	side	of	the	Isthmus	is	an	area	outside	the	Hellenistic	city	walls.	The	theatre,	late	period	
agora,	temenos	graves,	and	water	well	are	the	remains	found	in	this	area.	

14	 Ruggieri	2003,	254-256;	Zäh	2003,	59,	pl.2.0,	nr.3,	abb.16.	
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The	 Great	 Basilica	 is	 constructed	 in	 a	 rectangular	 plan	 measuring	
35.50	x	18.80	m,	with	three	naves,	one	apse	and	narthex	(fig.1a,	2,	3).	A	
rectangular	cistern	 is	 attached	on	 the	northwest	 side	of	 the	basilica.	The	
narthex,	not	preserved	on	the	north,	south	and	southwest	sides,	measures	
5.60	 x17.50	m.	 Stone	 blocks	 that	 constitute	 the	wall	 of	 the	 narthex	 are	
well	preserved	only	on	the	walking	level.	There	are	two	entrances	to	the	
narthex,	one	on	the	west	and	the	other	on	the	northwest.	However	the	lin-
tels	and	door	blocks	do	not	survive.	Only	three	rows	of	stones	on	each	side	
of	 the	entrances	are	well	preserved.	The	cistern	measuring	4.10	x	3.86m	
on	the	southwest	side	of	the	structure	remains	intact	up	to	the	beginning	of	
the	vault.	It	is	built	with	stones	and	bricks	and	is	covered	inside	with	pink	
colored	thick	plaster.	

Three	 doors	 provide	 access	 from	 the	 narthex	 area	 to	 the	 naos	 of	 the	
structure.	The	middle	one	is	larger	than	the	others.	Similar	to	the	narthex	
entrances,	there	are	two	rows	of	stone	blocks	that	have	survived	until	to-
day.	The	main	entrance	located	on	the	apse’s	axis	of	the	structure	is	not	on	
the	same	direction	as	the	narthex	entrance.	The	narthex	entrance	is	moved	
towards	the	north.

A	great	portion	of	 the	north	and	 south	walls	which	cover	 the	naos	 is	
at	 ground	 level	 measuring	 25.60	 m	 in	 length.	 The	 wall	 buttresses	 run-
ning	 from	 the	west	wall	 of	 the	 naos	measure	 24.60	m	 towards	 the	 apse	
and	 constitute	 the	 beginning	 rows	 of	 arcades	 separating	 the	 naves.	 The	
east	side	of	the	middle	nave	is	8.95	m	wide	which	ends	with	a	half	circle;	
the	apse	is	6.80	m	wide.	There	are	1.20m	wide	openings	on	both	sides	of	
the	apse.	These	openings	are	the	doors	of	the	side	naves	running	north	to	
south.	Another	opening	 is	observed	near	 the	west	 side	of	 the	north	wall	
of	the	naos.

The	materials	used	in	the	structure	are	reused	rubble	blocks	in	differ-
ent	 sizes,	 ashlar	 stones	 and	 brick	 pieces,	 used	 randomly	 in	 between	 the	
rectangular	blocks	especially	in	the	apse	circle.	The	rectangular	bossaged 
blocks	are	the	reused	materials	from	the	north	of	the	island	being	applied	
predominantly	in	the	apse	and	narthex	of	the	building.	Some	of	the	reused	
blocks	making	up	the	apse	side	were	reshaped	while	some	of	them	were	
reused	in	the	narthex	in	their	original	forms.	In	the	wall	remains	running	
north-south	which	survived	on	the	ground	level,	some	rubble	stones	were	
used	together	with	neatly	cut	blocks.
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Architectural sculpture 
There	are	a	number	of	architectural	pieces	found	in	the	naos	which	are	

related	to	the	plan	and	liturgy	of	the	structure.	5.40	m.	apart	from	the	begin-
ning	of	the	apse,	is	the	location	of	the	templon	stylobate	which	measures	
2.30	m	long	and	0.30	m.	wide.	Two	rectangular	bases	of	the	same	size15 
ornamented	with	 soffit	 are	 found	close	 to	 styobate16	 (fig.	4a).	The	other	
two	bases17	of	similar	size	located	in	the	area	have	grapevines	with	heart	
shaped	leaves	in	relief	decoration18(fig.	4b).	A	broken	piece	of	the	double	
column	is	found	in	the	apsis19.	

Two	Ionic-impost	capitals	of	similar	sizes	with	cross	motifs	cut	in	relief	
on	the	short	sides20	(fig.	4c,	d)	are	found	in	the	middle	nave	of	the	church.	
A	 column	 capital	 decorated	with	 a	 row	 of	 acanthus	 leaves21	 (fig.	 4e)	 is	
also	found	in	the	apse	of	the	building.	Another	architectural	piece	from	the	
church	is	the	first	type	attic	pedestal	consisting	of	plinthus,	torus	and	tro-
chilos	has	a	support	with	one	side	remaining	on	the	base	of	the	pedestal22 
(fig.4f).

Some	architectural	sculpture	that	belong	to	a	monolith	ambon	are	scat-
tered	near	centre	in	the	middle	nave.23 The	side	borders	of	the	piece	belong-
ing	to	the	two	step	staircase	of	the	ambon are	ornamented	with	reliefs	of	a	
series	of	eggs	and	spirals	(fig	4g).	On	the	other	pieces,	there	are	composi-
tions	of	grapes	and	grapevines24	(fig	4h).	All	of	the	architectural	sculptures	
of	basilica	are	carved	out	of	marble.

2. The Isthmus Church
The	 structure	 on	 the	 north	 of	 the	 harbor	 today	 is	 the	 second	 church	

on	 the	west	 side	 of	 the	 isthmus25.	There	 are	 no	 buildings	 or	 remains	 of	

15	 Height:	0.55	m.,	thickness:	032	m.
16	 Ruggieri	2003,	313,	photo	AA126-	127.
17 Height:	0.74	m.,	thickness:	0.26	m.;	height:	0	80	m,	thickness:	0.28	m.
18	 Ruggieri	2003,	314,	photo	AA	128-	129.	
19	 Ruggieri	2003,	312,	photo	AA	122.
20	 Diameter:	0.34	m.,	length	of	the	short	side:	0.50	m.,
21	 Height:	0.40	m.,	diameter:	0.13	m.
22	 Diameter:	0.34	m.,	height:	0.18	m.	
23	 Anabolu	1965,	54–57;	Ruggieri	v.d.	2002,	fig.	21;Ruggieri	2003,	314,	photo	AA	130-131.
24	 Ruggieri	2003,	315,	photo	AA132–133;	Diler	2007,	58.
25	 Ruggieri	2003,	259-260;	Zäh	2003,	88,	pl.2.0,	nr.27,	abb.16;	Diler	2007,	161-162.
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buildings	around	this	church	which	is	situated	on	a	flat	area.	The	church	
survived	until	today	with	a	wall	up	to	a	certain	level	apart	from	the	west	
side	of	the	north	wall	and	the	north	side	of	the	west	wall.

This	church	has	a	single	nave	and	a	single	apse	measuring	15.18	x	6.68	
m.	On	 the	northeast	 side,	 a	 rectangular	 cistern	 is	 attached	 to	 the	 church	
(fig.1b,	5,	6).	On	the	west	of	the	structure,	there	are	some	remains	of	walls	
measuring	1.68	m.	perpendicular	to	the	south	and	north	of	the	west	wall	
where	the	1.70	m.	opening	to	the	naos	is	located.	The	present	remains	show	
that	there	are	two	other	openings	on	the	south	wall	measuring	1m	and	0.85	
m.	in	width	and	another	one	on	the	north	east	wall	where	the	cistern	wall	
stands.	The	 remains	also	 show	 that	 there	 is	 a	window	on	 the	 south	wall	
that	is	1.90m	high.	Naos	measures	10.84	x	5.40	m.	till	the	apse.	The	apse	
of	the	structure	is	semicircular	from	the	inside	and	outside	measuring	3.60	
m.	wide	and	1.75m	deep.	In	the	middle	of	the	apse	half	circle,	there	is	a	
window	opening	measuring	1.40	m.	wide	(fig.7).	

Adjacent	 to	 the	 northeast	 wall	 of	 the	 building	 there	 is	 a	 rectangular	
cistern	with	walls	of	0.80	m.	 thickness.	The	structure	survived	up	 to	 the	
beginning	of	the	vault	level.	Stone	and	brick	pieces	containing	mortar	are	
used	for	the	construction	and	the	inside	is	covered	with	pinkish	plaster.

Along	with	rubbles	and	bricks,	big	stone	blocks	are	used	in	the	corners.	
It	is	observed	that	no	patterns	were	used	for	the	bricks	placed	in	between	
the	 rubbles.	Mortar	made	out	of	 lime,	 sand	and	brick	pieces	 is	used	be-
tween	 stones	 and	 bricks.	 The	wall	 surface	 is	 also	 covered	with	 colored	
plaster.	The	survey	findings	do	not	contain	any	piece	related	to	the	archi-
tectural	decoration	of	the	structure.

3. The Church with Mosaics
The	structure	located	outside	the	Hellenistic	city	walls	on	the	east	side	

of	the	isthmus	was	built	on	the	flat	area	between	the	fortification	walls	and	
the	 sea26.	On	 the	north	of	 the	 church,	 there	 are	 remains	of	 the	 city	wall	
from	the	Byzantine	Period	and	the	building	is	connected	to	this	wall	so	that	
there	are	some	rooms	leaning	on	the	wall	of	the	structure	on	the	south.	The	
function,	forms	and	the	connection	of	these	rooms	to	the	structure	are	not	
clear	because	of	the	stone	filling	on	the	remains.

26	 Ruggieri	2003,	257-258.
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The	south	and	north	walls	and	the	narthex	of	the	church	survived	to	a	
certain	level	however	the	apse	which	is	under	water	today	is	at	the	ground	
level.	The	church	with	three	naves	measuring	22.16	x	15	m.,	three	apse	and	
single	narthex,	and	has	a	basilical	plan	(fig.1c,	8,	9).	The	narthex	measur-
ing	12x	3.60	m.	on	the	west	of	the	church	is	filled	with	3	m.	high	rubble.	
Because	of	 the	existing	city	walls	on	 the	west	of	 the	narthex,	 the	access	
to	the	building	was	provided	through	the	doors	opened	on	the	north-south	
directions.

Three	doors	provided	entrance	from	the	narthex	to	the	naos	of	the	church	
one	opening	to	the	middle	and	the	others	to	the	side	naves.	The	naos	meas-
ured	14.16	m.	in	length,	13.60	m.	towards	the	apse.	The	difference	in	the	
width	of	the	naos	area	stems	from	the	fact	that	the	southwest	wall	is	drawn	
0.90	m.	inward.	While	the	west,	north	and	south	walls	measuring	0.70	m.	in	
thickness	surrounding	the	naos	survived	approximately	up	to	3.50	m.	high.	
The	three	sides	of	the	apse	and	a	part	of	the	northeast	wall	are	preserved	at	
ground	level.	There	are	door	openings	facing	each	other	measuring	1.40	m.	
wide	close	to	the	east	side	of	the	north	and	south	walls27	(fig.10).	

On	the	face	of	the	church’s	west	wall	looking	at	the	naos,	at	the	both	
side	of	the	main	entrance	there	are	plasters	where	an	arcade	sit.	The	middle	
nave	of	the	structure	measuring	5.40	m.	wide	is	separated	from	the	bema	
of	same	size	with	a	 templon	stylobate.	The	bema	leads	 to	 the	main	apse	
measuring	3.60	m.	wide	and	2.25	m.	deep.	The	apse	 is	preserved	at	 the	
ground	level	has	a	semicircular	shape	from	inside	and	outside.	

The	remains	of	mosaics	that	we	determined	on	the	south	side	apse	give	
information	for	floor	covering	of	the	structure	(fig.	12).	Although	the	front	
part	apse	is	close	to	the	sea,	the	broken	wall	of	the	south	side	apse	protected	
the	mosaics	on	the	ground	whereas	the	mosaics	of	the	unprotected	middle	
and	north	apse	have	been	destroyed	because	of	the	sea.

Even	though	the	structure	is	close	to	the	ancient	city	walls	and	build-
ings,	 very	 few	 reused	materials	 are	 visible	 in	 the	 structure.	 Rubble	 and	
bricks	are	used	in	the	walls	other	than	the	apse	and	narthex	side.

While	reused	big	blocks	are	used	in	the	corners	of	the	entrances	provid-
ing	access	 into	 the	naos,	big	ashlar	blocks	are	used	in	 the	apse	that	 is	at	

27	 On	the	plan	that	Ruggieri	drew	for	this	structure	does	not	show	the	doors	on	the	same	axis.	See	
Ruggieri	2003,	257,	pl.	48.
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the	ground	 level	similar	 to	 the	other	masonry.	This	material	 is	used	 to	a	
certain	level	and	turns	into	rubble	and	brick	in	the	broken	east	wall	of	the	
little	apse	in	the	south.

Architectural sculpture
During	the	surface	cleaning	in	the	church,	three	capitals,	one	pedestal	

and	a	double	column	were	found28.	On	the	southwest	of	the	middle	nave,	
0.40m	away	 from	 the	 stylobate	which	 seperates	 the	naves,	 two	partially	
buried	capitals	in	the	ground	were	found29	(fig.	11	a).	They	are	both	Ionic-
impost	 type.	 These	 capitals	 with	 a	 clamp	 hole	 in	 the	middle	 have	 latin	
crosses	in	relief	on	the	two	short	sides	of	the	impost.	Between	the	volutes	
there	is	a	single	ovolo	decoration.	The	capital	found	on	the	bema	area	is	
decorated	with	a	cross	motif30	(fig.	11b).	On	the	stylobate	at	the	southwest	
side	of	the	structure,	a	column	base31	was	also	found	(fig.11c).	This	piece	
belongs	to	the	second	type	of	attic	column	base	and	has	the	plinthus,	to-
rus	and	the	neck.	This	column	base	with	a	semicircular	torus	has	grooves	
where	the	parapets	would	sit	on	both	sides.	The	double	column32	existed	
in	the	main	apse	of	the	structure	is	partly	preserved.

4. Baptistery
As	being	one	of	the	four	Byzantine	religious	structures	of	Kedreai,	the	

baptistery	is	also	located	on	the	east	of	the	isthmus	on	a	flat	surface	close	
to	the	shore.	There	is	a	tower	belonging	to	the	Hellenistic	city	wall	on	the	
south	of	the	structure.	While	the	south	wall	of	the	Baptistery	runs	tangen-
tial	to	the	north	wall	of	the	tower	its	east	facade	extends	6.35	m.	from	the	
tower33.	

The	 Baptistery	 measuring	 13.76	 m.	 long	 and	 7.85	 m.	 wide	 has	 suf-
fered	extensive	damage.	The	structure	has	one	nave	and	one	apse	(fig.1d,	
13,	 14).	 Due	 to	 filling	 only	 the	 south	 and	 north	 walls	 of	 the	 building	
measuring	0.55	m.	 thick	 are	 visible	 at	 the	ground	 level.	The	 east	 of	 the	

28	 All	the	architectural	sculpture	works	were	found	during	the	surveys	carried	out	in	2008.	
29	 Diameter:	0.38	m.,	height:	0.14	m.
30	 Diameter:	0.16	m.,	height:	0.0	6	m.
31	 Diameter:	0.39	m.,	height:	0.22	m.
32	 Surviving	height:	0.68	m.,	width:	0.28	m.,	thickness:	0.18	m.
33	 Diler	v.d.	2010,	198.



Adnan	Diler	–	Hatice	Özyurt	Özcan462

building	 stands	 ca.	 1m	 high	 from	 outside	 however	 the	 outlines	 are	 not	
obvious	inside	because	of	the	rubble	filling.	The	apse	wall	measuring	4.65	
m.	wide,	2.30	m.	deep	and	0.85	m.	thick	has	a	semicircular	shape	from	in-
side	and	outside.	The	walls	extending	from	the	two	sides	measure	0.85	m.	
from	inside.	On	the	southwest	wall	of	the	building	there	is	a	door	opening	
measuring	1	m.	wide.	The	font	measuring	0.90	m.	deep	made	out	of	0.20	m.	
thick	reused	blocks	in	an	octagonal	form	sits	on	the	axis	of	the	semicircular	
apse	of	the	baptistery.	It	is	3.40	m.	away	from	the	apse	and	has	a	1.30	m.	
diameter	(fig.	15).

The	 northeast	 corner	wall	 of	 the	 building	 is	made	 out	 of	 big	 reused	
blocks.	The	apse	semicircle	is	made	out	of	rubble	with	bricks.	The	rubble	
and	brick	filling	around	the	south	and	north	walls	give	information	about	
the	material	used	in	baptistery	walls.

Architectural sculpture
A	column	base	existed	in	the	filling	of	font.	This	piece	belongs	to	the	

second	type	of	Attic	column	bases,	consisting	of	a	plinthus,	semicircular	
torus	and	the	neck34	(fig.	15).	Fragmentary	pieces	of	glass	lamps	of	striped	
type	on	the	corner	of	the	north	side	of	the	apse	also	determined	(fig.	16)	
during	the	surface	cleaning.	

5. Chapel
It	is	the	third	structure	located	on	the	east	side	of	the	isthmus.	The	build-

ing	is	situated	on	the	hill	southeast	of	the	church	with	mosaics.	There	are	
Byzantine	 period	 remains	 on	 the	 north	 and	 northeast	 of	 the	 structure	 of	
which	we	do	not	know	whether	they	are	connected	to	the	structure.	This	
chapel	with	its	single	nave	and	single	apse	measures	2.51	m.	long	including	
the	apse	and	6	m.	wide.	The	apse	stands	1m.	high,	3.40	m.	wide	and	1.70	
m.	deep	(fig.	1e,17,	18).	In	the	middle	of	the	apse	circle,	there	is	a	window	
and	on	the	south	there	is	a	square	niche.	A	similar	niche	of	smaller	size	is	
found	on	the	northeast	of	the	apse	wall.	The	north	and	south	walls	of	the	
chapel	are	1m	thick	and	1.30	m.	high.	They	run	toward	west	for	2	m	and	
end	to	constitute	an	opening.	From	that	point	they	continue	at	the	ground	
level	for	about	9	m.	and	disappear	on	the	surface.	This	is	why	the	west	side	
of	the	structure	is	not	determined.

34	 Diameter:	0.30	m.,	height:	0.20	m.
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6. Columned Basilica 
One	of	the	two	churches	inside	the	fortification	walls	are	located	on	the	

upper	side	of	the	island	on	the	northeast	of	the	Apollo	Sanctuary35	that	is	
built	on	a	central	area.	From	the	northeast	of	the	structure	which	was	built	
on	a	flat	terrace,	there	is	a	street	going	towards	the	shore	and	the	area	with	
stores	that	is	connected	to	the	inside	of	the	island.	On	the	southwest	of	the	
structure	there	is	a	cistern	belonging	to	the	Byzantine	period.	

This	 structure	 has	 three	 naves,	 three	 apses,	 a	 single	 narthex	 basilical	
plan	measuring	33x14.16	m.	and	is	the	second	biggest	basilica	of	the	island	
today.	In	addition	to	the	east	and	west	side	the	narthex	of	the	structure	is	
partly	preserved	while	the	north	and	south	walls	could	not	survive	(fig.	1f,	
19,	20).

The	narthex	on	the	west	of	the	basilica	measuring	11.70x	8.75	m.	does	
not	extend	along	the	facade	of	the	church.	The	north	wall	of	the	narthex	
goes	over	the	north	wall	of	the	structure	0.80m	while	it	ends	at	the	level	of	
the	middle	nave	on	the	south.	In	the	narthex	area	which	is	relatively	deep,	
there	is	a	room	measuring	3.85	x	3.75	m.	deep.	The	remaining	signs	show	
that	 a	 similar	 arrangement	 also	 exists	on	 the	northwest	 side	but	piles	of	
rubble	make	it	difficult	to	evaluate.	

The	wall	buttresses	on	the	north	and	south	of	the	opening	of	the	north	
wall	 to	 the	middle	nave	are	on	 the	same	axis	as	 the	walls	separating	 the	
rooms	in	the	narthex.	The	opening	on	the	north	side	of	the	narthex	is	the	
only	visible	entrance	of	the	structure.	Access	to	the	church’s	main	room	is	
provided	by	the	three	openings	on	the	north	that	are	completely	closed	by	
rubble	filling.	Only	the	north	door	jamb	opening	to	the	middle	nave	sur-
vived	whereas	the	south	door	is	intact.

The	main	room	of	the	church	measures	19	m.	long	to	the	apse	and	12.95	
m.	wide.	The	naos	 is	divided	 into	 three	naves	measuring	5.35	m.	on	 the	
middle	and	3.10	m.	wide	on	the	sides.	There	are	no	surviving	in-situ	build-
ing	elements	found	in	the	naos.	However	there	are	some	broken	columns	
and	pedestals	of	different	sizes.	Middle	nave	is	bordered	with	walls	at	east	
and	west	sides	measuring	4.90	and	4.00m	in	length.

35	 Diler	2007,	53-56.
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The	triple	apse	of	the	structure	is	semicircular	shaped	from	inside	and	
outside.	While	the	main	apse	measures	5.35	m.	wide	and	2.35	m.	deep	the	
side	apses	measure	at	2	m.	wide	and	1.10	m.	deep	(fig.21).	In	front	of	the	
north	 apse	 a	 small	 square	 room	 is	 built	 by	 buttresses	 extending	 inward	
from	north	and	south	walls.	On	 the	west	of	 this	 room,	 there	 is	a	 rectan-
gular	cistern	buried	in	the	earth	which	is	situated	in	north-south	direction	
(fig.22).	The	north	of	the	cistern	extends	out	of	the	north	wall	of	the	church	
whereas	the	south	wall	ends	in	front	of	the	inside	wall	separating	the	mid-
dle	and	north	naves.	Astonishingly	the	upper	part	of	the	cistern	is	higher	
than	the	original	walking	level	of	the	church.

Large	and	neatly	cut	rectangular	blocks	were	used	in	the	lower	wall	of	
the	apsis	and	rubble	was	used	on	the	higher	walls.	Also	on	the	west	side	
that	survived	up	to	a	certain	level,	big	blocks	were	used	with	rubble	stones.	
The	narthex	of	the	structure	is	different	from	the	other	walls	consisting	of	
stones	and	bricks.

Architectural sculpture
Some	column	fragments,	capitals,	column	bases	and	panels	are	found	

scattered	 in	 the	naos	of	 the	structure.	Two	of	 the	 four	panels	are	similar	
to	each	other.	On	one	of	 the	panels	which	 is	made	out	of	 limestone	and	
broken	on	right	and	left	sides,	there	is	a	decoration	of	a	latin	cross	inside	
a	medallion36	 (fig.23a).	The	 outer	 frame	 consists	 of	 two	 thick	moldings	
inside	each	other.	The	other	two	panels	have	the	decoration	of	a	latin	cross	
relief	 technique	 covering	 the	 whole	 surface	 (fig.23b).	 The	 outer	 frame	
again	 consists	 of	 three	 panels	with	 thick	moldings.	One	 of	 the	 panels37 
is	 intact	except	 for	a	 small	break	 in	 the	 right	corner	whereas	 the	other38 
survived	only	in	part	where	the	two	arms	of	the	cross	is	ornamented.	The	
fourth	panel39	 found	in	 the	area	has	an	“X”	motif	decorated	with	double	
contours	 in	 low	 relief	 technique	 (fig.23b).	There	 are	 three	 column	 frag-
ments	and	four	Ionic-impost	capital	type	found	inside	the	church.	The	half	
broken	capital40	is	not	ornamented.	On	the	other	capital	with	the	front	face	
broken,	 there	 are	 stylized	 long	 leaves	ornamented	on	 the	balustrades	on	

36	 No.	1	panel;	width	and	height:	0.	64	m.,	thickness:	0.20	m.
37	 No.	2	panel;	width:	0.57	m.,	height:	0.70	m.,	thickness	0.22	m.
38	 No.	3	panel;	width:	0.50	m.,	surviving	height:	0.33	m.,	thickness:	0.20	m
39	 No.	4	panel;	width:	0.33	m.	height:	without	broken	bottom	part:	0.57	m.,	thickness:	0.20	m
40	 No.1	capital;	surviving	length:	0.20	m.,	width:	0.58.	m.,	height:0.27	m.
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the	sides	(fig	23c).	The	Ionic-impost	capital	with	broken	sides	is	the	third	
example	of	this	type	(fig.23d.).	The	capital41	found	next	to	the	entrance	is	
composed	of	one	row	of	acanthus	leaves	(fig	23e).	There	are	also	two	col-
umn	bases	found	inside	the	rubble	filling,	one	of	them	is	simply	consisting	
of	a	plinthus42.	The	second	one	which	has	the	plinthus,	torus	and	neck43	is	
the	simple	formed	third	type	of	the	Attic	column	base	(fig.23f).	On	these,	
the	convex	profile	creates	a	single	leveled	square	form.	On	the	west	of	the	
middle	 nave	 of	 the	 building,	 there	 are	monolithic	 columns	 carrying	 the	
series	of	arches44.	Some	of	the	architectural	sculptures	are	made	of	marble	
while	some	of	them	are	made	of	limestone.	

Considerations and Conclusions
Five	churches	and	one	baptistery	were	determined	during	the	surveys	

conducted	 in	 the	Sedir	 Island.	Three	of	 these	 churches	 are	basilicas	 and	
the	 others	 are	 single	 naved.	 Some	 of	 the	 southwest	Anatolian	 basilicas	
are	built	in	small	settlements45	whereas	a	significant	number	of	them	are	
located	 in	 city	 scale	 settlements46.	 The	 early	 Christian	 period	 religious	
buildings	show	a	structuring	model	different	from	the	others.	This	happens	
in	 two	ways:	 the	 first	 one	 is	 transforming	 a	 religious	or	 public	 building	
belonging	to	 the	ancient	period	to	a	church	by	making	some	additions47.	
The	other	way	is	to	construct	a	new	building	with	gathered	material	from	
ancient	structures48.	Kedreai	is	an	important	settlement	of	costal	Karia	with	

41	 No.	1	colonnet	capital:	diameter:	0.14	m.
42	 No.	1	column	base;	diameter:	0.86	m.
43	 No.	2	column	base;	diameter:	0.38	m.
44	 Diameter	of	the	No.	1,	2,	3	column	fragments:	0.	30	m,	0.35	m,	0.37	m.,	surviving	length:	0.70	

m,	0.80	m,	0.50	m
45	 Osmaniye,	Alakışla,	 Simi,	 Torba,	Manastır	 Dağ,	 Gemiler	 Island,	 Sancaklı	 Liman,	 Kissebükü,	

Gölköy	are	important	Byzantine	settlements	in	the	area.	
46	 Knidos,	Iasos,	Bargilia,	Lagina,	Kaunos,	Stratonikeia,	Myndos	are	antique	cities	that	have	Byzan-

tine	settlements	in	the	area.
47	 C	Basilica	in	Knidos,	Priene	and	Acropolis	Basilica	in	Iasos	are	some	of	the	structures	that	were	

converted	from	sanctuary	to	a	church	in	southwest	Anatolia.	For	basilicas	that	are	converted	from	
antique	period	structures	in	west	Anatolia	see	Ceylan	2000;	For	structures	that	are	converted	from	
sanctuary	to	churches	in	Cilicia	and	Isauria	regions	see	Heberdey	-	Wilhelm	1896,	71f.;	Feld	-	
Weber	1967,	256vd.

48	 In	 I.	 Constantinus	 (306-337)	 period	 the	 sanctuaries	 were	 kept	 intact	 however	 in	 435	 during	
II.	Theodosius	 period,	 a	 regulation	was	 issued	 about	 completely	 destroying	 the	 sanctuaries	 or	
converting	them	into	churches	Eastern	Roman	Empire	See,	Deichmann	1954,	1228;	Deichmann	
1982,	62	vd.	
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antique	remains	scattered	in	three	islands	and	the	main	land.	The	first	set-
tlements	of	the	Christian	necropolis	and	cult	areas	in	a	Roman	city	were	
the	peripheral	 areas	outside	 the	 city	walls.	 It	 is	 also	known	 that	 the	 last	
occupied	areas	were	the	city	center	and	the	agoras	inside	the	city	walls49.	
When	we	look	at	the	locations	of	the	churches	in	Kedreai,	it	is	seen	that	
they	are	in	accordance	with	the	dispersion	of	the	Christian	structures	in	the	
ancient	cities.	According	to	this,	the	biggest	church	of	the	island,	the	Great	
Basilica	with	its	location	away	from	the	settlement	center	and	outside	the	
city	walls	resemble	the	Balık	Pazarı	Basilica	in	Iasos50.	With	its	location,	
it	can	be	said	that	it	is	the	earliest	basilica	of	the	city	like	the	Balık	Pazarı	
Basilica.	Even	though	it	is	located	outside	the	city,	most	of	the	architectural	
material	is	reused	from	the	earlier	buildings.	The	big	ashlar	blocks	seen	in	
the	building	are	the	reused	materials	from	the	city	walls	and	monumental	
public	buildings	like	the	theatre	from	the	Hellenistic	and	Roman	periods.	
In	the	region,	the	tradition	of	using	the	ancient	material	in	new	buildings	
was	practised	in	the	Early	Byzantine	period	structures.	This	can	be	seen	in	
many	ancient	cities51.

Even	though	the	Great	Basilica	is	seen	as	the	one	for	which	the	most	
reused	material	was	applied,	we	can	also	see	the	contemporary	wall	tech-
nic,	the	apsis	arrangement	with	plaster	that	includes	bricks	and	rubble.	The	
cistern	on	the	northwest	of	the	basilica	demonstrates	completely	different	
features	from	the	general	structure	of	the	building	in	terms	of	material	and	
technique.	Its	masonry	with	bricks	and	rubble	resembles	the	church	with	
mosaics,	the	Isthmus	Church	and	the	cistern	next	to	it.	The	difference	of	
the	wall	 technique	 and	material	 shows	 that	 the	 cistern	was	 added	 to	 the	
building	at	a	later	period.

In	 general	 plan	 the	 Great	 Basilica	 with	 its	 narrow	 door	 open-
ings	 to	 the	 entrance	 of	 the	 naos	 reminds	 us	 of	 the	 Acheiropoietos	 
Basilica52	in	Thessalonica	dating	back	to	the	5th	century,	which	is	one	of	
the	most	 important	examples	of	 the	early	period.	The	arrangement	of	 its	

49	 Dagron	1977,	11.
50	 Serin	2005a,	57.	59,	fig.	1.	no.	2.
51	 E	 Basilica	 in	 Knidos,	A	 and	 B	 in	 Bargilia	 and	Acropolis	 Basilicas	 in	 Iasos	 are	 some	 of	 the	

examples	in	the	region.	For	Knidos	see	Özgümüş	1992,	5;	Love	1972,	417,	fig.	3.	For	Bargilia	
see	Castelfranchi	2005,	425-454;	for	Iasos	see	Serin	2005a,	59.

52	 Krautheimer	1986,	108,	pl.60.
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long	naves	is	comparable	with	the	structures	of	the	Mastikhori	Basilica	in	
Kos	and	C	Basilica	in	Knidos53.

There	are	pieces	of	architectural	sculpture	scattered	in	the	naos	of	the	
church.	Some	of	them	have	liturgical	function	and	some	of	them	give	con-
sideration	about	the	plan	of	the	building.	Although	it	is	not	known	which	
architectural	pieces	of	different	 sizes	were	used	 for	 the	arch	system;	 the	
capitals,	 columns	 bases	 and	 columns	 demonstrate	 the	 existence	 of	 arch	
series.	The	small	sized	bases	and	columns	should	have	supported	the	upper	
storey	gallery	of	the	structure.	However	since	the	naos	wall	did	not	survive,	
it	is	difficult	to	decide	whether	the	side	naves	had	galleries	or	not.

The	stylobate	blocks	seen	in	some	parts	on	the	east	side	of	the	church	
indicate	that	the	bema	was	separated	from	the	middle	nave	with	a	templon	
laid	on	a	straight	line54.	This	type	of	templon	arrangement	is	often	seen	in	
Iasos55,	Priene56,	Milet,	Letoon	and	Xanthos	Basilicas,	on	 the	 southwest	
Anatolian	cost	 line	and	 in	churches	on	 the	 islands	of	Kos	and	Samos	 in	
Aegean57.

There	are	ambone	pieces	of	various	sizes	found	in	the	middle	nave	of	
the	structure.	These	pieces	point	to	the	type	of	ambon	which	consisted	of	
monolith	stairs	and	an	octagonal	base58.	The	location	of	the	remains	shows	
that	Great	Basilica’s	ambone	was	originally	placed	on	the	central	axis	of	
the	middle	 nave.	The	 exact	 place	of	 the	 octagonal	 ambon	base	 is	 deter-
mined	on	the	central	axis	of	Great	Basilica	during	the	survey	of	2011(fig.	
24).	The	 rows	of	 eggs	on	 the	outside	borders	of	 the	ambon	pieces,	vine	

53	 For	Mastikhori	see	Orlandos	1966,	89,	fig.	89	;Krautheimer	1986,	99-100,	PL.	50.	for	C	Basilica	
see	Love	1972,	396,	fig.	2.

54	 Orlandos	1954,	510,	fig.1
55	 Serin	2005a,	64,	fig.8.
56	 Westphalen	2000,	277.
57	 Sodini	1984,	441-473.
58	 This	type	of	ambon	is	frequently	seen	in	Greece(cf.	Sodini	-	Kolokotsas	1984,	PL.	35-	36). and 

paralleled	in	Priene,	Didim,	Milet,	Bargilia,	Keramos,	Milas,	Labraunda,	Bodrum,	Izmir,	Kos	(see 

Ruggieri	2003,	314-	315,	AA130-	133;	for	Kos	example	see.,	Milistri	1997,	341-	350,	Ruggieri	
v.d.	2002,	37-	88,	photo	21.	For	Labraunda	(see	Mercangöz	1996,	91,	fig.	21.),	Iasos	(Ruggieri	
2005,	227-	241;	Ruggieri	v.d.	2002,	39.) and	Strobilos.	This	is	called	the	Priene	type	and	came	
out	of	the	first	half	of	the	6th.	century	and	it	is	commonly	used	on	the	central	axis	of	the	middle	
nave.	(cf.	Castelfranchi	1994,	49-52;	Westphalen	2000,	fig.	2-4).	There	are	only	two	examples	in	
Karia	that	have	ambons	moved	from	the	middle	nave’s	axis.	These	are	Basilica	A	in	Bargilia	and	
the	ambon	that	doesn’t	exist	today	in	Sinuri	Temple	near	Milas(See	Castelfranchi	1994,	50).
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branches	and	leaves	with	grapes	on	the	sides	show	similarities	to	the	am-
bones	in	the	Milas	Museum59.

The	Ionic	impost	capitals	in	the	building	are	run	across	in	every	region	
during	 the	4th	and	6th.	centuries.	There	are	many	close	examples	 found	
in	İstanbul60,	in	Anatolia61	in	the	Agora	Basilica	at	Iasos62,	in	the	Church	
with	Mosaics,	 in	 the	Columned	Basilica	on	the	island	and	in	some	other	
examples	 determined	 during	 the	 survey	 in	 Gölköy	 by	 Ruggieri	 63.	 Just	
like	 the	capitals,	 the	simplified	Attic	 type	column	bases	were	commonly	
used	in	the	same	centuries.	It	is	possible	to	see	similar	examples	in	Karia,	
Bithynia	and	Lykia64.	The	 templon	pier	decorated	with	soffit65	and	heart	
shaped	leaf	motifs66	are	the	common	forms	of	the	early	Byzantine	Period.	
The	 Great	 Basilica	 resembles	 the	 example	 in	 Alexandria,	 the	 No	 III	
Basilica	in	Gemiler	Island67	and	the	B	Basilica	in	Bargilia68.	However	in	
these	buildings	there	are	some	units	added	to	the	north	or	the	south	of	the	
apses.	These	additional	 structures	could	be	a	cistern	or	a	baptistery.	The	
only	known	additional	structure	to	the	Great	Basilica	is	the	cistern	located	
on	the	northwest	side.	There	are	attached	cisterns	 in	 the	Isthmus	Church	
and	 the	 Columned	 Church.	 The	 cistern	 is	 located	 under	 the	 north	 side	
nave	in	the	Columned	Church.	The	cisterns	that	are	necessary	to	provide	
water	which	is	the	important	problem	especially	on	the	island	settlements	

59	 Mercangöz	1996,	80-94.	
60	 There	are	many	publications	for	examples	in	İstanbul.	See	Kautzsch	1936,	kat.540/b	lev.33;Strube	

1984,	20,	lev.2/9;	Tezcan	1989,	photo.448;	Zollt	1994,	9,	kat.1;	Barsanti	1994,	870-871;	Yalçın	
2008,	301.

61	 Kautzsch	1936,	fig.	566f.;	Yegül	1974,	265-274;	Ötüken	1996,	taf.	37,	4,	5;	taf.	39,	1;	Pillinger	
-	Kresten	1999,	figs.35-40;	Parman	2002,	192,	lev.123,	photo.	164.	For	the	development	of	this	
type	of	capitals	in	Greece	see	Vemi	1989.

62	 Serin	2005a,	57,	figs.	38-40.
63	 Ruggieri	2005,	142,	III/41,	42.	For	Bodrum	Museum	see,	Özcan	2010,	348,	photo.	3
64	 For	Karia	see	Ruggieri	2003,	284,	AA33;	For	Bithynia	see	Ötüken	1996,	152-160,	taf.24,	26;	For	

Lykia	see	Ötüken	1994,	361–375;	Alpaslan	2001,	107-114.
65	 For	 Soffit	 ornamented	 examples	 cf.	 Farioli	 1968,	 III,	 figs.	 111-112;	Ötüken	 1996,	 taf.	 3,	 3-5;	

Westphalen	2000,	fig.	7;	Doğan	2004,	74,	fig.8;	Özcan	2010,	354,	photo.	14.
66	 It	is	possible	to	see	similar	examples	in	Priene	and	Didyma	Basilicas	and	among	the	survey	fin-

dings	in	Milas.	For	Priene	see	Westphalen	2000,	fig.11b;	For	Didyma	see	Peschlow	1975,	taf.41,	
fig.1;	For	Milas	see	Ruggieri	2003,	282,	fig.	AA	79–80.

67	 Tsuji	1995,	9-10,	72,	fig.	6,	11,	13.
68	 Castelfranchi	2005,	448,	fig.12.	Among	the	three	naved	and	single	apsis	structures	in	the	region,	

Agora	in	Iasos	and	the	basilica	of	the	Monastery	in	Bodrum	Torba	are	different	from	the	others	
because	their	main	apsis	are	angled	from	outside.	See	Serin	2004,	pl.5;	Özet	2008,	26,	fig.	38.	
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during	the	summer	time	are	attached	to	the	church	or	are	located	close	to	
the	 building	 in	 the	Gemiler	 Island	which	 is	 also	 an	 island	 settlement.	 It	
is	not	a	coincidence	that	the	cisterns	in	Kedreai	are	found	attached	to	the	
structures	of	the	Great	Basilica	and	the	Isthmus	Church.	This	is	aimed	for	
collecting	the	rain	water	from	the	large	roof	of	the	structure.	

There	are	single	door	openings	on	each	of	the	walls	running	north	and	
south	on	both	sides	of	the	apsis	on	the	east	of	the	structure.	These	doors	
open	to	rectangular	rooms	on	both	sides	of	the	apsis	in	D-C	Basilicas	in	
Knidos69,	 in	Marmaris	Orhaniye70	and	the	Basilicas	on	Gemiler	Island71.	
The	doors	providing	access	from	the	church	to	the	baptistery	is	seen	many	
of	the	churchs	in	Lykia72.	These	examples	make	us	think	that	such	types	of	
structures	could	have	existed	on	the	east	of	the	Great	Basilica.

The	 second	 basilical	 group	 of	 the	 Sedir	 Island	 consists	 of	 the	 three	
apsed	 ones.	 The	 difference	 between	 the	 Basilica	 with	 Mosaics	 and	 the	
other	basilical	structures	on	the	island	is	that	the	nearly	square	naos	is	made	
out	of	short	naves	similar	to	the	Studios	Basilica73	in	Istanbul.	The	Church	
with	Mosaics	has	 fewer	big	blocks	used	compared	 to	 the	Great	Basilica	
even	though	it	is	located	very	close	to	the	Hellenistic	city	walls.	Regarding	
to	the	present	masonry	it	is	easily	noticed	that	rectangular	ashlars	blocks	
were	used	on	the	gate	corners	only	on	the	west	side.	On	the	east	side	they	
were	used	in	the	apse,	as	indicated	by	the	block	around	the	area.	There	is	
an	irregular	masonry	displaying	local	features	in	the	structure	whose	main	
material	is	rubble	and	bricks.	

In	the	naos	area	of	the	building	at	the	level	of	the	wall	buttresses	laid	on	
both	sides	of	the	entrance	door	opening	to	the	middle	nave	on	the	west	and	
in	the	direction	of	the	apsis,	there	are	stylobate	blocks	of	different	widths	
and	 lengths	whose	 two	pieces	on	 the	north	and	four	pieces	on	 the	south	
have	survived	until	 today.	Also	 the	pedestals	and	 the	capitals	 that	match	
each	other	with	their	diameters	found	in	front	of	the	stylobates	support	the	
building’s	basilica	plan	made	out	of	a	series	of	columns.	

69	 Love	1972,	fig.2;	Love	1973,	419.
70	 Zäh	2003,	60,	pl.2.0,	nr.4.	
71	 Tsuji	1995,	fig.11-14.
72	 Niewöhner	2005/2006,	111,	abb.18-19.	21.	25.
73	 Millingen	1912,	35-54,	fig.12-13;	Mango	2006,	54,	fig.	45;	Freely	-	Çakmak	2005,	61,	fig.	32.
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In	 terms	 of	 church	 apsis	 arrangements,	 it	 shows	 similarities	 to	 the	
Acropolis	Basilica74	 in	 Iasos.	 It	 is	possible	 to	evaluate	 the	apsis	 form	of	
Doric	Stoa	Church75	in	Knidos	as	a	similar	example.	On	the	northeast	of	
the	structure	it	is	seen	that	the	present	templon	stylobate	surviving	0.70	m,	
surrounds	the	bema	in	the	shape	of	‘P’76.	This	type	of	arrangement	are	seen	
at	Basilica	III	on	Gemiler	Island77	and	at	the	East	Basilica	in	Xanthos78	in	
the	Karian-	Lycian	region79.

On	the	visible	part	of	the	mosaic	tiles,	of	which	only	a	very	small	part	is	
visible,	the	stones	are	laid	in	geometric	lines	and	consist	of	light	and	dark	
green,	navy	blue	and	white	colors.	The	floor	tiles	that	have	geometric,	figu-
rative	and	floral	decoration	were	used	commonly	in	the	Justinian	Period	in	
the	5th and 6th	centuries	in	the	Aegean,	Mediterranean,	and	the	Balkans80.	
There	 are	 some	 geometric	 designed	 floor	 tile	 examples	 in	 the	 region	 as	
in	 the	E	 and	Doric	 -	 Stoa	Basilica81	 in	Knidos,	 the	Acropolis	Basilica82 
in	 Iasos,	 in	No.	 I	 and	No.	 III	 churches83	 on	Gemiler	 Island,	 in	Xanthos	
Basilica84,	Monk’s	house	and	grave	structures85	at	the	Torba	Monastery86 
in	Bodrum.

The	column	bases	of	the	second	type	of	simplified	Attic	bases,	the	Ionic-	
impost	capitals	and	the	double	column	that	we	found	in	the	same	area	are	
the	common	architectural	elements	used	in	the	period87.	The	fact	that	the	

74	 Serin	2004,	pl.7.
75	 Özgümüş	1992,	pl.	5.	The	basilica	structures	on	Tavşan	Adası	in	Bodrum	and	on	Manastır	Dağ	

are	planned	with	three	apses	from	inside	and	outside.	However	the	nave	arrangements	inside	are	
different	from	the	Church	with	Mosaics.	See	Ruggieri	1990,	345	-73;	Ruggieri	vd.	2001,	5-	19;	
Ruggieri	2005,	144-147.158-159,162.

76	 Orlandos	1954,	510,	fig.	471-474.
77	 Asano	2010,	27,	fig.	24.	
78	 Raynaud	2009,	33,	pl.14.
79	 Outside	the	region	for	Studios	Basilica	see	Millingen	1912,	56,	fig.	12;	for	Acheiropoietos	Basi-

lica	see,	Krautheimer	1986,	100,	fig.	50-52;	For	Aliki	Basilica	see,	Sodini	-	Kolokotsas	1984,	pl.	
8,d.	9,	c.;	For	Kampanopetra	Basilica	see,	Megaw	2007,	170,	fig.	4-5.	

80	 Some	of	these	see,	Atzaka	1994,	33-	65;	Campbell	1991;	Poulsen	2006,	101-	110.	
81	 Love	1973,	418;	Yalçın	1996,	106-123,	fig.	15-19.
82	 Berti	1983,	235-246;	Serin	2004,	pl.	9
83	 Tsuji	1995,	75,	82,	pl.III.a-b,	figs.	18,	26,	52.
84	 Raynaud	2009.
85	 Özet	2008,	figs.	17-18,	26,	29-30,	40-43.	
86	 For	other	examples	in	the	region	see,	Ruggieri	2003,	323-343.
87	 For	the	bases	see,	Ötüken	1996,	153,	taf.	24,	fig.6,	Abb.33;	For	the	capitals	footnote	62-	66.	For	
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architectural	pieces	of	the	buildings	form	a	homogeneous	group	containing	
examples	of	the	same	structural	elements	is	important	for	dating.

The	Columned	Basilica	is	one	of	 the	two	buildings	located	inside	the	
ancient	city	walls.	Inside	the	naos	of	the	building	were	two	column	drums,	
column	bases,	postaments	and	a	stone	block	with	 inscriptions.	These	re-
mains	 and	 the	 location	of	 the	 area	 that	makes	 us	 think	 that	 the	Basilica	
could	have	been	built	on	 the	sacred	area	belonging	 to	 the	earlier	period.	
There	 are	 similar	 traditions	 in	 the	 Byzantine	 settlements	 of	 south-west	
Anatolia.	Among	them,	just	like	the	C	Basilica	in	Knidos88,	the	Acropolis	
Basilica	in	Iasos	is	thought	to	be	situated	on	a	sacred	area89.	The	Columned	
Basilica	however	differes	from	other	basilical	structures	with	its	arrange-
ment	of	naves.	The	plan	of	Iznik	(Nicea)	Hagia	Sophia90	after	its	restora-
tion	in	the	beginning	of	the	11th	century	can	be	shown	as	the	closest	exam-
ple	to	the	Kedreai	example	with	the	arrangement	of	its	columns91.	The	east	
side	of	the	Columned	Basilica	ends	with	three	apsis	just	like	in	the	Church	
with	Mosaics.	In	this	building	the	comparative	depth	of	the	main	apse	to	
the	sides,	the	smallness	of	the	side	apse	and	the	weakness	of	the	organic	
connection	give	the	impression	that	the	apsidioles	could	have	been	added	
to	the	structure	at	a	later	period	as	in	the	D	Church	in	Knidos92.

The	front	part	of	 the	north	absidole	of	 the	Columned	Basilica	 is	con-
verted	into	a	small	chamber.	The	remains	show	that	this	chamber	had	doors	
providing	a	connection	to	the	bema	and	the	north	nave.	A	similar	applica-
tion	 is	 seen	 in	 the	Ala	 Kilise93	 in	 Kissebükü	 (Anastasioupolis	 (?).	 The	
architectural	 pieces	 used	 in	 the	 building	 show	 features	 belonging	 to	 the	

the	double	column	examples	in	the	region	see,	Ruggieri	2005,	276-277.	For	examples	outside	the	
region	see	Ötüken	1996,	taf.	21-22.	

88	 Özgümüş	1992,	9;	Love	1972,	393.
89	 There	are	several	reasons	for	the	Early	Christianity	structures’	reusing	the	ancient	material	and	

their	areas	in	the	ancient	settlement.	One	of	the	reasons	is	that	there	is	a	shortage	of	areas	neces-
sary	for	new	buildings	in	the	city	centers.	There	is	also	the	tradition	of	maintaining	the	sanctity	of	
the	area	especially	in	early	structures.	We	should	also	consider	the	economic	reasons.	There	were	
some	laws	related	to	improving	the	economies	of	the	cities	in	the	5th	century.	See	Jones	1966,	
248;	Serin	2005a,	59.	The	limited	resources	for	the	building	of	new	churches	led	the	architects	to	
use	the	antique	structures	or	antique	building	materials.	

90	 Möllers	1994,	40-	42,	51-	56,	figs.8,	13-14.
91	 The	Castle	Church	in	Patara	is	another	example	of	this	arrangement	that	applied	to	a	small	church.	

See	Işık	1997,	67,	fig.	16,	17;	Ruggieri	2009,	fig.	4,	11-12
92	 Love	1973,420,	pl.4.
93	 Zäh	2003,	pl.2.0,	nr.1.	
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same	periods.	The	cross	motifs	on	the	marble	panels	are	the	common	or-
namentation	forms	used	in	5th and 6th	centuries94	just	like	the	Ionic-impost	
capitals	in	the	area.	The	column	bases	of	the	third	type	of	simplified	Attic	
bases	used	in	the	structure	are	also	seen	in	Iasos	95	in	Karia.

The	diameters	of	the	monolithic	columns	determined	in	the	naos	area	
are	the	same	as	the	column	bases	and	capitals	found	in	the	remains.	This	
shows	us	that	they	were	used	together	to	constitute	the	columned	galleries.	
The	cistern	 situated	 in	 the	north	nave	of	 the	 structure	 reminds	us	of	 the	
simple	formed	cistern	with	its	being	built	under	the	floor	and	its	vaulted	
ceiling96.	It	is	known	that	besides	collecting	water,	another	function	of	the	
cisterns	within	 the	Byzantine	period	 is	 to	constitute	building	 terraces	on	
rough	 terrains.	These	 types	 of	 cisterns	 providing	water	 to	 the	 structures	
can	be	seen	under	the	walking	floor	levels	of	some	churches97.	Bordering	
the	middle	nave	with	an	additional	wall	at	the	east	and	west	sides	and	the	
cistern	being	built	being	located	in	the	front	of	the	north	apsidol	may	also	
be	explained	as	a	later	arrangement.	

Single	nave	structures	were	also	common	in	the	Karian	region,	especial-
ly	in	the	Middle	Byzantine	Period98.	The	structures	with	single	nave	and	
apsis	 in	Milas,	Dermiciler	village,	 in	Datça	and	Keramos99	 resemble	 the	
arrangements	of	the	Isthmus	Church.	However,	the	single	naved	structures	
in	Knidos	Değirmen	Bükü,	Beçin	Castle	and	Yediler	Monastery100	 show	
different	 ceiling	 arrangements	 from	 the	 Isthmus	Church.	 In	 these	 single	
naved	 structures,	 the	 naos	 is	 covered	with	 domes	 and	 vaults,	 sitting	 on	
wall	buttresses	laying	in	north-south	directions101;	in	the	Isthmus	Church	
there	are	no	architectural	elements	carrying	the	upper	cover.	This	leads	us	
to	think	that	it	had	a	wooden	roof	cover.

94	 Parman	2002,	169,	photo.	120.
95	 Serin	2005a,	64.	See	for	examples	from	outside	the	region	Doğan	2004,	73.
96	 Kuppas	1892,	47-53;	Paluka	1895,	594-600;	Tezcan	1989,	87-195,	lev.	7-	9;	Eyice	1994,	469-472.	
97	 There	is	a	sunken	cistern	structure	in	Karacaören	Basilica’s	atrium	on	the	Karacaören	Island.	See,	

Tsuji	1995,	fig.	14.66;	For	the	cistern	of	Hagios	Georgios	Monastery	in	Manganlar	İstanbul	see,	
Tezcan	1989,	213,	PL.	2.2.	

98	 Zäh	2003,	90.	92-94,	PL.	2.0,	nr.	26-	39.	
99	 Zäh	2003,	PL.2.0,	nr.	25,	29-30.	
100	 Zäh	2003,	pl.2.0,	nr.	35-36,	38.
101	 Similar	applications	are	observed	on	the	top	cover	of	Panagia	Amasgou	Church	from	the	same	

period	in	Cyprus.	Boyd	-	Anderson	1974,	280,	pl.	II.
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The	two	door	openings	on	the	south	wall	of	the	structure	give	the	idea	
that	it	might	have	had	a	connection	to	the	side	rooms.	The	cistern	on	the	
northwest	of	the	Isthmus	Church	was	added	at	a	later	period	because	a	door	
on	the	side	of	the	cistern	was	closed	by	the	cistern	wall.	

The	Isthmus	Church	and	the	cistern	situated	outside	the	city	walls	re-
semble	the	Church	with	Mosaics	in	terms	of	material	but	here	we	see	more	
bricks	being	used.	The	fundamental	building	material	of	the	Byzantine	ar-
chitecture	was	the	masonry	made	out	of	bricks,	rubble	and	mortar.	Starting	
from	 the	early	periods	on,	 this	 texture	was	used	 in	 Istanbul,	 the	western	
shore	 of	Anatolia,	 Balkans	 and	 Italy102.	 The	 number	 of	 stone	 and	 brick	
rows,	the	length	and	thickness	of	the	bricks,	the	ratio	of	brick	to	mortar	all	
play	important	roles	in	the	dating	of	the	structures103.	In	regions	like	Karia	
where	local	elements	are	dominant,	it	is	difficult	to	see	masonry	with	these	
features.	However	 the	 framing	 technique	was	 used	 in	 several	 structures	
dated	especially	after	the	11th	-12th	century104	A.	D.

In	structures	like	the	Isthmus	Church,	the	East	Church	and	the	Church	
with	Mosaics	where	stones	and	bricks	were	used	irregularly,	it	is	quite	dif-
ficult	to	date	the	structures	only	according	to	the	wall	technique105.	

The	Baptistery	which	is	the	second	single	naved	structure	of	the	island	
is	constructed	adjusting	east	to	the	city	wall.	There	is	an	octagonal	formed	
arrangement	 looking	 like	a	sunken	 font	on	 the	same	axis	with	 the	semi-
circular	 apse	of	 the	 structure.	This	arrangement	 resembles	 the	baptistery	
font	 located	 in	 the	 side	 nave	 of	 the	 Zeus-Olbios	 Sanctuary	 Basilica	 in	
Diokaisareia106.	A	 similar	 octagonal	 form	 is	 also	 seen	 in	 the	 font	 of	 the	
baptisteries	of	the	Elaiussa	Sebaste	Church107.	These	types	of	font	usually	
have	stairs	leading	down	to	the	room.	Since	the	font	is	lower	than	the	floor	
level	 in	Diokaisareia,	 the	 stairs	with	 two	steps	 from	four	directions	 lead	

102	 Mango	2006,	10-11.
103	 Tunay	1984,	353	vd.
104	 The	fortification	walls	of	kastron	in	Strobilos	(Aspat)	Bodrum	are	the	most	important	examples	

in	the	region.	There	is	framing	technique	on	these	walls.	A	similar	technique	can	be	seen	on	the	
church	walls	outside	the	east	gate	in	Iasos.	See	Serin	2005a,	66;	Serin	2005b,	161.	The	walls	of	
the	single	naved	little	chapel	in	Beçin	Castle	were	done	in	a	similar	technique.	See	Zäh	2003,	
Abb.	201.

105	 Diler	2010,	325.
106 Elton	v.d.	2007,	23,	fig.14.
107	 Schneider	2008,	58.
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up	to	the	room108.	In	the	Basilica’s	baptistery	of	Elaiussa	Sebaste,	the	font	
on	the	ground	level	is	surrounded	on	four	sides	by	two	rows	of	stones	that	
form	a	crucifix	from	outside.	There	is	one	step	leading	down	to	the	font	
from	three	directions.	The	octagonal	 font	of	 the	Baptistery	of	Kedreai	 is	
at	the	ground	level.	This	gives	the	idea	that	it	had	the	crucifix	form	from	
the	outside	 just	 like	 the	Basilica’s	baptistery	 in	Elaiussa	Sebaste	but	 this	
arrangement	was	destroyed	over	time.	

Some	 of	 the	 examples	 in	 the	 nearby	 areas	 are	 the	 baptistery	 on	 the	
north	of	Church	I	on	the	Gemiler	Island,	close	to	narthex	of	the	Basilica	on	
Karacaören	Island109,	west	of	Ala	Kilise	in	Kissebükü 110,	near	the	church	
Göltürkbükü111,	Torba	Monastery112	in	Bodrum	and	Orhaniye	in	Marmaris.	
Although	 they	 are	 usually	 handled	 in	 a	 central	 arrangement,	 the	 single	
naved	and	apse	baptistery	were	seen	on	the	north	of	the	Karabel	Church	
in	Lykia113,	Church	I	on	the	Gemiler	Island114,	Dağpazarı	Church115,	Paros	
baptistery	 on	 Paros	 Island116.	 In	 contrast	 to	 these	 examples	 there	 is	 no	
church	built	close	to	the	baptistery	of	Kedreai,	whereas	in	these	examples,	
a	church	is	located	next	to	the	baptistery.	The	closest	church	to	the	Kedreai	
Baptistery	is	the	Church	with	Mosaics	which	is	ca.	200	m.	away	and	the	
the	Basilica	with	Columns.

Just	like	the	one	in	the	Kedreai	baptistery,	there	is	an	example	with	the	
font	located	in	the	main	nave	of	the	basilica	in	Crete	Gortina	Acropolis117.	
Another	similarity	of	this	structure	with	the	Kedreai	baptistery	is	the	con-
nection	it	has	to	a	tower	in	the	acropolis.	5	m.	away	from	the	1m.	wide	door	

108	 This	application	is	seen	in	many	baptisteries	structures.	The	font	from	the	5th	century	in	Amo-
rium	has	 a	 crucifix	 form.	See	Lightfoot	 -	Lightfoot	2007,	101.	We	 see	 the	 same	 form	 in	 the	
baptistery	in	Fethiye,	Karacaören	and	Gemiler	Island.	See	Tsuji	1995,	104,	III.1,	figs.	24,	25.	
For	other	examples	see,	Khatchatrian	1962,	figs.	39,	192.	

109	 For	Gemiler	see,	Tsuji	1995,	fig.	4.24;	for	Karacaören,	fig.	9.	70.	
110	 The	baptismal	structures	 in	Kissebükü	Ala	Kilise	and	Melanippe	Hagios	Stephanos	Churches	

were	constructed	as	clover	planned	with	a	dome	in	the	middle.	See	Zäh	2003,	pl.	2.0,	nr.	1,	6.	
111	 Ruggieri	2005,	138,	pl.	III/v.
112	 Özet	2008,	38.
113	 For	Karabel	see	Severin	-	Grossmann	2003,	abb.22.	
114	 Tsuji	1995,	fig.	4,	24,	25.	
115	 Ristow	1998,	244,	K.	Nr.	654.
116	 Khatchatrian	1962,	117,	fig.192;	Hasluck	1920,	53–62,	figs.	47-49,	51-52.
117	 The	first	phase	of	the	structure	was	single	naved	and	goes	back	to	the	4th	century.	In	the	structure	

an	old	bothros	was	used	as	a	font.	See	Testini	1980,	622-623,	fig.	301;	Rizza	-	Scrinari	1968,	68	
vd.;	Ruggieri	1995,	152-159,	fig.62c,	156
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opening	on	the	south	west	of	the	baptistery,	there	is	a	square	formed	tower	
belonging	to	the	fortification	walls.	The	tower	has	an	opening	in	the	same	
direction	as	the	baptistery	wall.	This	gives	the	idea	that	the	two	structures	
were	connected.	Besides,	 the	late	period	repairs	and	the	wall	separations	
inside	the	tower	walls	support	this	idea.	With	the	data	at	hand	today,	it	is	
difficult	to	determine	the	real	purpose	of	the	tower	without	excavations.

The	empty	lamps	with	stripes	found	in	the	northeast	corners	of	the	bap-
tistery	were	used	at	the	beginning	of	the	late	Roman	period,	and	became	
very	 common	 in	 the	 early	Byzantine	 period118.	 Similar	 examples	 to	 this	
type	of	 lamp	were	seen	 in	Demre	St.	Nicholas	Church119,	 in	 the	excava-
tions	 of	 the	Roman	Nicea	Theatre120	 and	 in	Cilicia121.	This	 type	 can	 be	
dated	back	to	the	5th	and	6th	centuries122.	

Conclusion
Two	of	 the	 three	basilical	 structures	on	 the	 Island,	 the	Great	Basilica	

and	 the	Basilica	with	Mozaics,	 demonstrate	 very	 common	 features	with	
not	 only	 the	basilicas	 in	 southwest	Anatolia	 but	 also	 the	 examples	 from	
the	Aegean	and	Mediterranean	regions	in	terms	of	architecture,	liturgy	and	
decoration.	Without	determining	data,	it	is	possible	to	date	these	structures	
between	 the	 5th and 6th	 centuries	 according	 to	 plan	 typologies.	 In	most	
of	the	Byzantine	cities	in	the	Karia,	the	coarse	masonry	sometimes	made	
out	of	rubble	and	sometimes	brick	was	used	throughout	centuries	without	
change.	That’s	why	it	 is	not	possible	 to	date	 the	structures	clearly	 in	 the	
area	according	to	masonry	techniques.	Also	because	of	the	lack	of	research	
on	 the	Byzantine	settlements	 in	Karia,	we	do	not	have	solid	 information	
about	the	existence	of	the	usage	of	different	materials	or	features	based	on	
traditions.	 In	 the	Halikarnassos	peninsula,	 the	 two	 important	 settlements	
of	the	Middle	Byzantine	Period,	the	usage	of	two	different	materials	like	
mud	and	limemortar	together	shows	that	the	dating	based	on	masonry	tech-
niques	can	be	misleading.	In	this	case,	the	decorative	features	of	architec-
tural	elements,	the	floor	mosaics,	small	findings	such	as	ceramics	or	wall	

118	 Saldern	1980,	49;	Olcay	2001,	57.
119 Ötüken	1998,	550,	fig.	3.
120	 Olcay	2001,	fig.	1
121	 Olcay	1998,	170.
122	 Saldern	1980,	51,	no.	274,	280,	fig.	274,	280;	Hayes	1992,	403,	no.37-38,	fig.	151/37–38.
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paintings	 become	 more	 determining	 factors.	 The	 architectural	 sculpture	
and	small	findings	that	we	discovered	in	and	around	the	structures	support	
the	dating	we	established	according	to	plan	typologies	of	these	structures;	
which	is	different	from	other	basilical	buildings.	The	third	basilical	struc-
ture,	The	Columned	Church,	went	through	several	changes	in	later	periods	
as	this	can	be	observed	from	the	interior	arrangements,	the	apsidiols,	that	
have	a	weak	organic	connection	to	the	structure.	However,	all	of	the	archi-
tectural	sculpture	which	we	found	in	the	remains	of	the	structure	show	an	
early	period.	This	might	mean	that	the	structure	was	renewed	by	using	the	
remains	belonging	to	the	first	phase	of	the	structure.	Looking	at	the	current	
data,	we	can	also	argue	that	the	cistern	located	in	the	north	nave	and	nartex	
might	be	reused	in	the	third	apse	addition.	

The	second	group	of	structures	on	the	island	are	the	single	naved	struc-
tures.	They	do	not	have	obvious	features	like	the	basilical	structures.	These	
types	of	 structures	were	used	 in	Early	Christianity	and	became	common	
especially	in	the	Middle	Byzantine	Period.	They	were	also	used	in	the	last	
period	of	Byzantine	time.	That’s	why	it	is	difficult	to	date	the	examples	on	
the	Sedir	Island.	The	wall	technique	does	not	yield	any	information	for	dat-
ing	the	structure.	This	makes	it	necessary	to	look	at	other	findings	for	the	
structure.	According	to	the	location	and	the	function,	the	structure	with	the	
baptistery	was	from	the	same	period	as	the	basilical	structures.	The	glass	
lamps	found	in	the	remains	also	support	this	idea.	

The	other	 single	naved	 structure	of	 the	 island	 is	 the	 Isthmus	Church.	
Since	there	aren’t	any	decorative	elements	among	the	remains	to	help	for	
the	dating	of	the	structure,	it	is	difficult	to	evaluate	it.	When	we	consider	
similar	 examples	 in	 terms	of	 function	based	on	plan,	 the	 location	of	 the	
structure	 that	 takes	 us	 back	 to	 the	 Middle	 Byzantine	 Period	 makes	 us	
ponder.	The	fact	 that	 it	was	built	outside	 the	city	walls	away	from	other	
Byzantine	structures	could	be	considered	as	an	early	period	 feature.	But	
there	are	still	question	marks	about	the	structure	because	of	the	idea	that	
it	might	have	had	a	connection	to	the	Orata	Island	since	it	has	a	different	
function	and	is	located	close	to	the	harbor.

When	we	look	at	all	of	the	data	including	the	plan	of	the	structures,	small	
findings,	architectural	elements	and	floor	mosaics,	it	becomes	obvious	that	
the	Kedreai	 Island	was	 inhabited	by	Christians	as	early	as	 the	middle	of	
the	5th	century	A.	D.	However,	apart	from	the	Basilica	with	Columns,	there	
are	no	masonry	and	findings	on	the	surface	that	point	to	the	usage	or	repair	
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in	a	period	other	than	the	period	in	which	these	structures	were	built.	This	
makes	it	difficult	to	determine	the	settlement	process	on	the	island.

It	 is	 interesting	 to	have	 this	many	churches	on	an	 island	 like	Kedreai	
which	 was	 mentioned	 neither	 in	 the	 Byzantine	 cities	 nor	 the	 bishopric	
lists.	Although	the	number	of	churches	in	a	city	can	be	perceived	as	a	sign	
of	the	magnitude	and	the	importance	of	the	Christian	community,	in	fact	
the	economic	factors	are	more	important123.	That’s	why	the	five	churches	
and	one	baptistery	located	on	the	island	can	be	interpreted	as	a	sign	of	the	
richness	of	Kedreai	 in	 the	Byzantine	period.	Although	Kedreai	houses	a	
number	of	religious	and	civic	structures,	its	place	in	Byzantine	history	is	
not	 completely	known.	A	comprehensive	 excavation	 in	 this	 small	 island	
will	shed	light	on	many	questions	waiting	to	be	answered.

123	 Dagron	1977,	6-10;	Spieser	1986,	52-53;	Serin	2005a,	67.
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Fig.	1
Kedreai	Island,	map

Fig.	2 
Great	Basilica,	plan
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Fig.	3		 Great	Basilica,	overview

Fig.	4	a-h			Great	Basilica,	architectural	sculpture
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e f g h
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Fig.	5
The	Isthmus	
Church,	plan

Fig.	6
The	Isthmus	
Church,	overview	
of	the	eastern	front

Fig.	7
The	Isthmus	
Church,	naos	 
Fig.	8	The	Church	
with	Mosaics,	plan
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Fig.	8
The	Church	with	
Mosaics,	plan

Fig.	9		
The	Church	with	Mosaics,	
overview	from	west	to	east

Fig.	10		
The	Church	with	Mosaics,	
the	west	wall
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Fig.	11a-c			The	Church	with	Mosaics,	architectural	sculpture
a b c

Fig.	12	 The	Church	with	Mosaics,	
mosaic	pavement

Fig.	13	 Baptistery,	plan

Fig.	14	 Baptistery,	apse
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Fig.	15
Baptistery,	
polygon	font

Fig.	16	 Baptistery,	glass	oil	lamp

Fig.	17		 Chapel,	plan
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Fig.	18	
Chapel,	 
the	inside	view	
of	the	apse

Fig.	19
Columned	
Basilica,	plan
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Fig.	20		
Columned	Basilica,	
overview

Fig.	21		
Columned	Basilica,	
apses

Fig.	22 
Columned	Basilica,	
cistern
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Fig.	23a-f
Columned	Basilica,	

architectural	
sclupture

Fig.	24
Octagonal	
ambon	base
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