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Ozet: Sanlrfa ili Siverek ilcesi siurlart icerisinde tespit edilmis olan Tasl Tepe, icinde “T”
seklinde payelerin yer aldigt Gobekli Tepe ve Nevali Cori gibi Canak Comleksiz Neolitik déne-
me ait bir merkezdir. Bolgenin, bugdayin ilk kiltire alindigi Karacadag volkanik daginin eteginde
yer almis olmast sebebiyle burada Neolitik déneme ait yerlesimlerin bulunacagi disinilmekteydi.
Yapilan kiltiirel envanter calismalari sirasinda Tasl Tepe Neolitik yerlesimi kesfedilmistir. Bu
calismada, Tash Tepe yetlesim yerinin konumu, tanimi ve hangi déneme ait oldugu tzerinde
durulmustut.
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Abstract: Tasl Tepe, which is located in Siverek district of Sanlurfa province, is a Pre-
Pottery Neolithic site with “T” shaped pillars similar to those in G6bekli Tepe and Nevali Cori.
Since the area lies on the slopes of the Karacadag Mountain where the einkorn wheat was first
domesticated it seemed highly plausible to come across new Neolithic sites in the territory. The
site has been discovered during the Cultural Inventory Studies carried out in the region. This
paper deals with the location and description of the settlement and its probable dating.
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Tiirkiye'nin Giineydogusunda Yeni Bir Canak Comleksiz Neolitik Yerlesin: Tasl Tepe

Taslt Tepe, Sanlurfa’nin yaklagik 65
km kuzeydogusunda, bugiinkii Siverek
ilee sinurlart icerisinde bulunan Basbuk
koyiunun yaklagtk 1 km kuzeyinde yer
alir. Bu yerlesim yeri ilk kez 2011 yilinda
yapilan ¢alismalarda kesfedilmistir.'

Taslt Tepe yerlesiminin deniz sevi-
yesinden yiksekligi 740 m olup yaklastk
12 dekarlik bir alana sahiptir. Ana kaya-
dan itibaren yaklastk 4 m yuksekliktedir.
Bugtin yerlesimin bulundugu alan tarim-
sal faaliyetler icin kullanilmaktadir (Re-
sim 1). Bolgenin jeolojik yapisi kalker-
den meydana gelmis olup en yakin ba-
zalt kaynag: yerlesimin 2 km glineyinde
yer almaktadir. Yerlesim yerinin 2 km
gineydogusunda yogun olarak ¢akmak-
tast yumrularina rastlanmustir. Tash Te-
pe yetlesiminin glneybatisinda, dogu-
sunda ve kuzeyinde ylksekligi yaklagik
800 ile 850 m arasinda degisen ytlksek
platolar bulunmaktadir. Yerlesimin gi-
neyi ve batist ise kismen diiz bir yapiya
sahiptir.

Taslt Tepe yerlesimi bolgede bulu-
nan Karahan Tepe, Gobekli Tepe, San-
lurfa-Yeni Mahalle, Sefer Tepe ve
Hamzan Tepe Canak Coémleksiz Neoli-
tik yerlesimleri gibi ana kaya tzerine
oturtulmus bir yerlesimdir. Tash Te-
pe’nin bolgede yer alan Canak Comlek-
siz Neolitik yerlesimlere kus ucumu
mesafesi, GO6bekli Tepe’ye yaklasik 35
km, Nevali Cor’ye 62 km, Karahan
Tepe’ye yaklastk 30 km, Sefer Tepe’ye
28 km, Sanlurfa- Yeni Mahalle’'ye 50

1 Cahsmalar “Sanlurfa Il ve Ilcelerindeki Taginmaz
Kiltir Varliklarinin Tespiti, Envanteri ve Deger-
lenditilmesi” isimli TUBITAK projesi kapsaminda
(No: 110K533) yapilmaktadir.

226

km ve Hamzan Tepe’ye ise yaklagik 52
km’dir.

Taslt Tepe yerlesim yerinde g6zlem-
lenen kii¢iik buluntularin pek ¢cogu ¢ak-
maktasindan yapilmis naviform ¢ekir-
dekler, yonga, dilgi ve tretim artiklarin-
dan olusmaktadir. Bu buluntular iceri-
sinde seramik yoktur. Yerlesim yerinde
obsidiyenden yapimis ¢ok az buluntu
vardir. Cakmaktasindan yapilmis bulun-
tular icerisinde okucu ve silikali orak-
dilgi tespit edilmistir. Obsidiyen bulun-
tular icerisinde ise sadece birka¢ dilgi
pargast tanimlanmstir. Cakmaktasindan
yapilmis aletlerin timune bakildiginda
tipolojik olarak Canak Comleksiz Neoli-
tik Dénem’e ait alet tipleri goriilmekte-
dir. Ozellikle ¢akmaktasindan yapilmis
saglam 1 adet ok ucuna bakildiginda
Byblos tipi u¢ oldugu goérilmektedir
(Resim 2). Bu uglarin benzetlerine G6-
bekli Tepe®, Sanlurfa-Yeni Mahalle’ ve
Karahan Tepe’de” rastlamak miimkiin-
dir.

Yerlesim yerinde tespit edilmis olan
diger tas buluntular; Gst ve alt ezgi tasla-
r1 (Resim 3), tas tabak ya da tas plaka
(Resim 4), cay tasindan yapilmis el balta-
st ve keskicik (Resim 5) seklindedir.
Taslt Tepe’de bulunan tas tabak, Kortik
Tepe’de 2006 yili kazi sezonunda A28
a¢masinda bulunan tas tabak ile buytik
benzerlik gostermektedir’. Bunlara ilave-
ten boga bast seklinde yesil dere tasin-
dan yapilmis bir boncuk da bulunmus-
tur (Resim 6).

2 Beile-Bohn ve dig. 1998, Abb. 23.3; Schmidt 1988,

Fig.8; Schmidt 2001, 52, Fig. 10/3, Fig. 11/5.
3 Celik 20004, Fig. 5.1, Celik 2007, Fig. 20/6.
* Celik 2011, Fig. 18 type I-1.
5 Bkz. Koértik Tepe resmi web sitesi:

http:/ /kortiktepe.com/?page_id=195
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Taslt Tepe yerlesiminde bulunmus
ve su anda koyln igindeki bir evin avlu-
sunda yer alan en ilging buluntular “T”
seklinde paye ve paye parcalaridir. Yer-
lesimin glineydogu yamacinda, sulama
icin yapilan bir hafriyat sirasinda, yak-
lastk 7x8 m boyutlarinda ve 1 m derinli-
gindeki bir ¢ukurdan 4 adet “T” sek-
linde paye, parcalar halinde ortaya ¢ikar-
tmustir. Payelerin timi kiregtasindan
yapilmistir. Pargalar halinde ele gegen
payelerden bir tanesi birlestirilmis olup
mevcut boyu 152 cm, bas kisminin ge-
nisligi 93 cm ve kalinligt ise 22 cm’dir
(Resim 7a ve Resim 7b). Bu ol¢tileriyle,
Gobekli Tepe II. tabaka stelleri, Nevali
Cori tapinak binast payeleri, Karahan
Tepe ve Sefer Tepe’nin yiizeyinde yer
alan in-sitn payeler ile buyik benzerlik
gostermektedir.’ Taslt Tepe payelerinin
tzerinde herhangi bir kabartma veya
kazima izine rastlanmamustir. Aynt yer-
den bir parca ferazzo taban 6rnegi de
bulunmustur (Resim 8). Neolitik do-
nemde pek c¢ok merkezde bulunmus
olan #erazzo tabanin benzerlerine bol-
gede yer alan Gobekli Tepe, Nevali Cori
ve Sanlurfa Yeni Mahalle hoytigunde de
rastlanmustir.”

Taslt Tepe yerlesiminin Sefer Tepe,
Karahan Tepe ve Go6bekli Tepe’ye yak-
lasik ayni mesafede olmast, “I” seklinde
payelerin yer aldigi yerlesimlerin arasin-
daki mesafenin belli bir mantiga dayan-
digin1 gostermektedir. Bu durum, belki
de yerlesimler arasindaki siurlari belir-

¢ Schmidt 2002, 8, Fig. 7. 1.10-71, 1.9-80, 1.9-55 ve
1.9-56 agmalarindaki payeler; Hauptmann 1991 /
1992, 28, Abb. 21; Celik 2000b, 6-7, Fig. 1; Celik
2006, 23-25, Fig.2.

7 Celik 2007, Fig. 16; Hauptmann 2007, 142, Fig. 7
ve 8a-b.
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lemek icin de kullanilmis olabilir. Sonug
olarak, “I” seklinde payeler ile karakte-
rize edilen bu tirde yerlesimlere G6bek-
li Tepe, Nevali Cori, Karahan Tepe,
Sefer Tepe ve Hamzan Tepe disinda
Taslt Tepe yerlesimi de eklenmelidir.

Bolgede yer alan Canak Comleksiz
Neolitik yerlesimler genel olarak yiiksek
platolarin ustiinde veya hemen yani ba-
sinda kurulmaktadir.” Bu sekilde yiiksek
platolarin bulundugu bélgelerde, gele-
cekte yapilacak sistematik yuzey arastir-
malart ile mevcut yerlesimlerin disinda
Canak Comleksiz Neolittk déneme ait
pek cok yerlesimin kesfedilme olasiligs
cok yuksektir. Tasl Tepe yerlesimi, Go-
bekli Tepe’nin II. tabakasi ile benzer
ozellikler tasidigr icin olasilikla Erken
veya Orta PPNB evresine tarihlendiril-
melidir.

Resim Listesi:

Resim 1. Tasli Tepe, dogudan gériinim.

Resim 2. Byblos tipi okucu.

Resim 3. Ezgi tast.

Resim 4. Tas tabak.

Resim 5. Keskicik.

Resim 6. Boga bast seklinde tas boncuk.

Resim 7a. “T” seklinde payenin cepheden
gorunumu.

Resim 7b. “T” seklinde payenin yandan
gorunimu.

Resim 8. Terazzo taban parcast.

¥ Ozdogan 2011, 229.
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Taslt Tepe is located approximately
1 km north of Bagbiik village within the
borders of Siverek district, approximate-
ly 65 km northeast of Sanlurfa city-
center. The site has been firstly discov-
ered during the Cultural Inventory Stu-
dies in 2011".

Taslt Tepe settlement lies at a 740
m altitude and expands on approximate-
ly 12-decare surface area. The settle-
ment extends for approximately 4 me-
ters height from the bedrock. The
whole area is currently used for agricul-
tural activities (Figure 1). The geologi-
cal structure of the region is formed
primarily by limestone and the closest
source of basalt is located 2 km south of
the settlement. Intensive flint chunks
have been encountered 2 km southeast
of the site. High plateaus up to 800- 850
m height surround Tasli Tepe settle-
ment on southwestern, eastern and
northern parts. The southern and west-
ern sides of the site, on the other hand,
extend as partially plain terrain.

Tash Tepe settlement is founded on
bedrock, as is the case for many other
Pre-Pottery Neolithic settlements such
as Karahan Tepe, Gobekli Tepe,
Sanlhurfa-Yeni Mahalle, Sefer Tepe and
Hamzan Tepe in the region. As the
crow flies the distance of Tash Tepe to
other Pre-Pottery Neolithic settlements
in the region are approximately 35 km
to Gobekli Tepe, 62 km to Nevali Cori,
approximately 30 km to Karahan Tepe,
28 km to Sefer Tepe, 50 km to Sanli-

1 The studies are carried out under the framework
of TUBITAK Project (No: 110K533) entitled
“Identification, Inventory and Assessment of Cul-
tural Heritage in Sanlurfa Province and Districts”.
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urfa- Yeni Mahalle and approximately
52 km to Hamzan Tepe.

The majority of the small finds
from Taghh Tepe comprises of flint
stone naviform cotes, flakes, blades and
waste products. No ceramics have been
encountered. Obsidian finds are very
rare. Flint tools consist of arrowheads
and silica containing sickle-blades. On
the other hand, only few blade frag-
ments have been identified among ob-
sidian finds. Typologically, all of the
flint tools represent characteristic fea-
tures of Pre-Pottery Neolithic period. A
Byblos-type arrowhead is noteworthy
(Figure 2). Identical arrowheads are also
encountered in Gobekli Tepe®, Sanli-
urfa-Yeni Mahalle’ and Karahan Tepe*.

The ground stone finds is com-
posed of grinding stones (Figure3), a
stone dish or plate (Figure 4), a hand
axe and a small chisel, both manufac-
tured from pebble stone (Figure 5). The
stone plate discovered at Tasl Tepe is
very much similar to the one found at
Kortik Tepe® in Trench A28, excavated
during the 2006 campaign. Further-
more, a bucraninm shaped pendant made
of green pebble stone has been found
(Figure 0).

The most interesting finds discov-
ered at Taslt Tepe are “T”’-shaped pillars
and pillar fragments which are currently
located inside the courtyard of a house
in the village. Fragments of 4 “I”-

2 Beile-Bohn ¢/ al 1998, Abb. 23.3; Schmidt 1988,

Fig.8; Schmidt 2001, 52, Fig. 10/3, Fig. 11/5.
Celik 2000a, Fig. 5.1, Celik 2007, Fig. 20/6.
Celik 2011, Fig. 18 type I-1.
5 See. Kortik Tepe Official Web Site:

http:/ /kortiktepe.com/?page_id=195.
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shaped pillars have been recovered
from a ditch, with approximately 7x8 m
dimensions and 1 m depth, which was
opened during the excavations carried
out at the southeastern slope of the
settlement for irrigation purposes. All
pillars are manufactured from limes-
tone. One of the pillars has been res-
tored and reassembled with a present
length of 152 cm. The width of the cap-
ital section is 93 cm, while the thickness
is 22 cm (Figure 7a and Figure 7b).
With aforementioned dimensions, the
restored pillar demonstrates significant
similarity with the II. Level stelae of
Gobekli Tepe, the pillars of the temple
building in Nevali Cori and zn-situ pillars
located at the surface of Karahan Tepe
and Sefer Tepe®. No traces of any relief
or engravings are encountered on Taglt
Tepe pillars. A fragment of a ferrazzo
floor has been also recovered from the
same spot (Figure 8). Similar zerragzo
floors are discovered at numerous other
sites of the Neolithic period and are also
present at Gobekli Tepe, Nevali Cori
and Sanlurfa-Yeni Mahalle Hoyik in
the region’.

The fact that Taght Tepe lies at ap-
proximately same distant to Sefer Tepe,
Karahan Tepe and Goébekli Tepe indi-
cates that the distance in-between the
settlements with “I”-shaped pillars is
based on a predefined arrangement.
This might have been used for setting
the boundaries between settlement terri-

6 Schmidt 2002, 8, Fig. 7. Pillars at trenches L10-71,

1.9-80, .9-55 ve L9-56; Hauptmann 1991/1992,

28, Abb. 21; Celik 2000b, 6-7, Fig. 1; Celik 2006,
23-25, Fig.2.

Celik 2007, Fig. 16; Hauptmann 2007, 142, Fig. 7
and 8a-b.
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tories. Tasl Tepe represents the most
recent settlement characterized by “T”-
shaped pillars and should be added to
the list of Gobekli Tepe, Nevali Cori,
Karahan Tepe, Sefer Tepe and Hamzan
Tepe.

The Pre-Pottery Neolithic settle-
ments discovered in the region are gen-
erally founded on or immediately along-
side high plateaus®. Therefore, it is high-
ly plausible to discover numerous other
PPN sites by means of systematic sur-
veys to be carried out in the future at
areas where such high plateaus are
present. Since Tash Tepe represents
similar features with the II. Level of
Gobekli Tepe, it can be probably dated
to the Early or Middle PPNB period.

List of Figures:

Figure 1.  Tash Tepe, view from east.
Figure 2.  Byblos-type arrowhead.
Figure 3.  Grinding stone.

Figure 4.  Stone dish or plate.
Figure 5.  Small stone chisel.

Figure 6.  Bucraninm-shaped stone

pendant.
Figure 7a. “T” shaped pillar, front view.
Figure 7b. “T” shaped pillar, side view.

Figure 8.  Fragment of ferragzo floor.

8 (9zdogan 2011, 229.
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Resim / Figure 1

Resim / Figure 2
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Resim / Figure 3

Resim / Figure 4
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Resim / Figure 5

Resim / Figure 6
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Resim / Figure 7a
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Resim / Figure 7b

Resim / Figure 8
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