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Abstract

A new stele base dedicated to the Storm God has been found at Haggoz (Yesilgat) village in the township
of Siverek, Sanlurfa. The base bears a Hittite hieroglyphic inscription on its rear side and this is the
second hieroglyphic inscription of the Late Hittite Period found in Sanlurfa province. It is generally
accepted among the scholars that the Siverek region had an important place in the Late Hittite geography.
It is thought that the decipherment of the inscription on this new find will contribute greatly to the

geography of the period.

Recent surveys in the province of
Sanliurfa and the works at the Sanlwrfa
Museum point to the fact that the Late Hittite
finds from the region are quite extensive'.

! “The Moveable and Immoveable Cultural Heritage
Inventory of East and Southeast Anatolia Project”
was conducted under the direction of Prof. Dr.
Abdiisselam Ulugam with the financial support of
Turkish Historical Society and State Planning
Organisation from 1999 to 2003. Within the frame
of the abovementioned project, the inventory
project of Sanliurfa was carried out by Asst. Prof.
Dr. Cihat Kiirk¢lioglu, Head of the Department of
Archaeology of Harran University, and Research
Asst. Bahattin Celik under the direction of Prof.
Ulugam. The inventory surveys brought to light
numerous new archaeological sites and the works of
art found were turned over to the Sanlurfa
Museum. During these surveys, a stele base, which
forms the scope of this article, was discovered in
the village of Hag¢g6z (Yesilgat) in the township of
Siverek. Besides, a survey on the Late Hittite Period
was conducted by Prof. Dr. Fikri Kulakoglu from
1998 to 2001. Prof. Kulakoglu also found new
works of art dating to the 1st millennium BC at sites
such as Golpmar, Kabahaydar-Edene/Giirpinar,
Kiilafli Tepe, town centre of Siverek, Mehmedihan-
Asag1 Seyek, Hilvan-Aslanli, town centre of
Sanlwurfa, Haggéz, Harran, Til Hinta and Kap
village. For more information on these finds, see

Some of the works in question had been sent
to the Museums of Adana, Istanbul and
Ankara prior to the establish-ment of the
Archaeological Museum at Sanlurfa in
1968°. The Siverek township of Sanlrfa as

Kulakoglu 1999: 167-181; 2000: 1-5; 2001a: 57-66;
2001b: 27-33; 2003: 65-87.

2 At Adana Museum, the provenance of the work with
Inv. Nr. 1646 is registered as an area between
Zeynep and Til Ambar (Telanbar / Ambartepe)
villages in the district of Yardimci near Sanlwurfa
town centre. This piece recalls the orthostats of
Carchemish and it bears a depiction of warrior
figures, riding a chariot and shooting an arrow. Kurt
Bittel mentions that another piece of the same item
was housed at the Directorate of Education at Urfa
at that time. For more information see Bittel 1949:
284-285, fn. 2; Orthmann 1971: 537; Ussishkih
1975: 88, PI. 16.1.

At Istanbul Archaeological Museums, the works
with Inv. Nr. 4788 and 4789 are registered with the
provenance as Tash village in the district of
Karakegi in the township of Siverek, Sanlurfa. One
of these works is a stele dedicated to the Storm God
and the other is a relief depicting a cone in the
middle flanked with a seated figure wearing a long
robe on each side. For more information see
Ongunsu 1943: 688-693, Fig.s 1-4; Seidl 1989: 456,
Fig.s 1-2,P1.132: 1, 2, 3.

At Arkara Museum of Anatolian Civilisations, the
work with Inv. Nr. 11242 is a stele dedicated to the
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not been surveyed extensively; however,
some works found at Tasli village of Siverek
were sent to Istanbul Archaeological
Museums in 1942 and these works were then
published’. Recent surveys by Kulakoglu
paved the way leading to interesting results
regarding the Late Hittite Period of the
region'. These surveys identified new
settlements like Siverek town centre and
Hacgoéz (Yesilgat) in Siverek township,
which might be dated to the Late Hittite
Period’.

Hacggoz village of Siverek is an already
identified settlement®. First informing’ came
to the Museum of Sanlwurfa in 1979 and a
basalt block of 3.10 x 2.26 x 0.54 meters
with an incomplete carving of a lion was
found at an Late Hittite sculpture workshop
identifed in this village®. The information on
this site was passed on to the scholars by

Storm God and brought from Anaz (Duru) village
in the district of Camlidere in the central township
of Sanlurfa. For more information see Cambel
1950: 251, Taf. XXIV, Abb. 29; Bittel 1949: 285,
fn.2; Bossert et al 1950: Abb. 156, 158; Alkim
1952: 244; Orthmann 1971: 479. Another stele
displayed in the courtyard of the museum bears a
Semitic inscription and was found by Pognon at the
same village. Pognon had the inscription deciphered
and identified the village of Anaz as ancient Duru.
See Pognon 1907: 106-107, Planche V; Forrer
1920: 22. Besides, the Yaylak stele with Inv. Nr.
11244 bearing a Semitic inscription and Aligor stele
are also housed at this museum. For more
information see Yagci 1995: 380, Fig. 3; Borker-
Kléhn 1982: 221-222, Abb, 240a — 240b; Kulagoglu
1992: 133, No. 153; Blochner 2001: 46-47, Taf. 5.
It is mentioned that both of these works were sent to
Istanbul by Ekrem Yalginkaya, the Deputy
Governor of the time on 10 July 1942. See Ongunsu
1942: 688, Fig.s 1 and 4; Ozgiiltekin et al 2003: 46.
* Kulakoglu 2003, 71-73. ; Koroglu 1998, 81-85.

5 Kulakoglu 2000, 3; 2001a, 58-59; 2001b, 31;
2003: 71, 73.

Hagg6z is a village in the district of Sekerli in the
township of Siverek. Also see Kulakoglu 2003: 3,
Fig. 13.

Private interview with Asst. Prof. Dr. Cihat
Kiirk¢iioglu.

8 Kulakoglu 2000: 3.
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Eyylip Bucak, the director of Sanlurfa
Museum, during their surveys covering the
1st millennium BC of the region’.

The stele base to be introduced here was
uncovered during foundation excavations to
build a house about 30 meters northeast of
the mound (hoyiik) in Haggoz village'®. The
stele measures 0.72 m in height by 0.82 m in
width and 1.11 m in length. It is decorated
with bull depictions in relief. The heads of
both bulls and the bull on the left were
entirely destroyed. The bull on the right and
the five-line hieroglyphic inscription on the
rear side — though its upper left corner
broken — have survived partially (Figure 1).
Only the hooves of the bull on the left can be
discerned from the front (Figure 2). The hole
on the top of the stele, where probably a
statue was mounted, has been preserved
partially and measures 0.24 m long as
preserved and ca. 0.15 m deep (Figure 3).
The better-preserved bull figure on the right
has a hole of 0.30 m x 0.20 m and 0.25 m
deep in its belly indicating a second phase of
use (Figure 4). The author is of the opinion
that most of the missing parts originate from
the second phase of use.

The carving on the base is separated from
the ground with a platform of ca. 1 — 1.5 cm
in thickness. The better-preserved bull figure
was carved in low-relief technique and its
fore-limb joins the body outlined with a
molding in the shape of a kidney. Its tail
ends in a guilloche motif whereas its hind
legs’ muscles are outlined with a long
groove along the rear side. The testicles are
depicted almost round while the genital
organ is given linearly. The hooves of the
bull are depicted together with the proximal

°  Kulakoglu 2000: 3; 2001a: 58.
1 Interview with ibrahim Alpan, a native of Hacgdz
village.
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sesamoid bones''. The proximal sesamoid
bones are in profile on the right side, but
they are again depicted in profile on the front
side of the base; however, all the other
organs are given in frontal view on the front
side of the base (Figure 2). On the front side,
there are four legs, clearly discemnible,
belonging to two bulls. One leg of each bull
is given stepping forward. The hooves of the
fore-limbs stepping forward are outlined
clearly with a groove.

As mentioned above, the foremost eye-
catching feature of the bull depiction is the
muscle group joining the fore-leg to the
body. Parallel examples are found at
Golpmar in Sanlwrfa'?, Arslantas” and
Zincirli'*. Based on the stylistic parallelism
with these examples, it is possible to date the
Hacgdz stele base to the Late Hittite II
phase'.

Besides, the tail ending in guilloche is a
feature unparalleled in the region, to the best
of the author’s knowledge. However, such
guilloche motifs are found extensively in
Anatolia and Mesopotamia and in the 1st
millennium BC, they are generally seen
along the upper or the lower borders of the
orthostats. Among similar examples can be
cited almost all the upper and lower border
decorations from the Carchemish
orthostats'®, the lower border of a stele
dedicated to the Storm God found at Till
Barsib'’, the lower border of a Lamassu

Proximal sesamoid bone is a small toe, atrophied,

right behind the hooves of the herbivorous animals.

Anatomical Atlas 1994: 19.

12 Kulakoglu 1999: P1.2.

'3 Thureau-Dangin et al 1931: PI. 11.3.

'* Orthmann 1971: Taf. 58b, 60b, 60e, 62a, 62c.

5 Orthmann 1971: 31, 504, 543; Kulakoglu 1999:
169.

' Orthmann 1971: Taf. 24a-d, 24f, 25d.

7 Thureau-Dangin ef al 1939: PLIIL
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recovered at Aslanh village of Siverek'®, and
the examples from Zincirli'’ and Sakca-
gozii™.

The so-called “Demirci Way” by Koroglu
is presented as an alternative way to the
present modern road between Urfa and
Siverek?'. This way was documented by
Matrak¢i Nasuh, who depicted the Iraqi
campaign route by Siilleyman the
Magnificent in the 16th century”. This
source shows us an alternative route starting
from Diyarbakir, passing through Karacadag,
Haggdz, Elmali, Cullap/Edene and reaching
Urfa. This route is 20-25 km shorter than the
present Urfa-Siverek road and it is thought
that it was in use during the Late Hittite
Period as inferred from the presence of
numerous mounds and several bridges dating
to the Antiquity in the region®.

Haggdz, Siverek town centre and Tash
settlements, all close to each other and in
Siverek township today, are likely to have
been cities of the /zala (Izalla) Land™. It is
known that the /zala Land paid taxes to
Ashurnasirpal II during his 2nd and 10th
campaigns, and it must be located between
the present-day Siverek and Karacadag
regions as claimed by Liverani®. It is also
known that there existed 8 settlements in the
Izala Land and some of these sites are
mentioned in the inscriptions™.

'8 Kulakoglu 2000: Fig. 12; 2001b, Fig. 10; 2003:
Fig.13.

' Orthmann 1971: Taf. 63g.

2 Orthmann 1971: Taf. 51b-e.

2l Kéroglu 1998: 81-85.

2 Yurdaydin 1976: 108-110.

2 Koroglu 1998: 75, 79, 81-85, Fig. 18.

2 Postgate 1976-1980: 225-226.

2 Liverani 1992: 34, 44, 81, Fig.s 3,9, 11.

% Forrer cites Anduli, Ashihi, Kashpi, ladi,
Barzanishta and Til Zani settlements in the Izala
Land (1920: 22) while Falkner adds Absijai and
Ispallure to them (1958: 15).
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The Haggoz stele base of the Storm God
should be dated as of the second quarter of
the 9th century BC in regards to the history
of the region®’. Such dating is also supported
with the decorative style’. Besides, the
hieroglyphic inscription on it, being the
second one from the region after the other
inscribed stele base from Kiilafli Tepesi ca. 5
km north of Sanlwrfa, further supports this
dating®. It is of great worth noting that these
two inscriptions are the first non-Semitic
ones from the region, other than the Semitic
inscriptions from Anaz and Yaylak®. The
present paper aims at only introducing this
important find to the academic world. All the
Late Hittite Period works and hieroglyphs
found in Sanlurfa region up to the present
will be evaluated and published together in
the near future.

27 Kulakoglu 2003: 75.

2 Orthmann 1971: 31, 504, 543.
2 Kulakoglu 2003: 70, 76.

See footnote 2.
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Figure 1: The rear side of the Haggoz stele
base bearing the hieroglyphic inscription.

Figure 2: Front side of the Ha¢goz stele base.
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base.

Figure 4: Right hand side of the Hacgoz stele
base.
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