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TWO HELLENISTIC WEIGHTS OF CYZICUS FROM
DASCYLIUM
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Abstract: The article deals with two lead weights found during the 1954 campaign of excavations at
Dascylium under the direction of Ekrem Akurgal. The first weight measures 48 x 46 x 13 mm and
weighs 246.28 g; it is square in form with rounded corners (Fig. 1). On the obverse is a dolphin in
relief; there is no inscription. The reverse is plain. It is a hemimnaion. The second weight, also square
in form, measures 22 x 22 x 3 mm and weighs 8.93 g with slightly rounded corners (Fig. 2). On the
obverse, there is a dolphin too, to right, holding a small fish in its mouth; the dolphin is flanked by
the words of KYZI(knv@v) and HMIZ(tdtnpov), all in relief. The reverse of the weight is blank. It
is a bemistateron, i.e. “half-stater”. Both weights belong to Cyzicus and date back to the Hellenistic
Period.

DASKYLEION’DAN iKi HELLENISTIK KYZIKOS AGIRLIGI

Anahtar Kelimeler: Agirlik * Kyzikos © Cyzicus © Daskyleion * Mna © Hemistateron

Ozet: Makalede, 1954 yilinda Ekrem Akurgal baskanhiginda Daskyleion’da yiriitilen arkeolojik
kazilarda bulunan iki adet kursun agirlik ele alinmaktadir. Ilk agirlik 48 x 46 x 13 mm boyutlarinda ve
246.28 g agitliginda olup késeleri yuvarlaklastirilmis yaklasik kare bir forma sahiptir (Fig. 1). On
yuzde kabartma olarak islenmis bir yunus yer almaktadir; agithigin tUzerinde etnik veya birim adina
isaret eden bir yazt bulunmamaktadir; arka yiizii diiz olan agithgin birimi hemimnaion’dur. Tkinci agirlik
yine kare formunda olup 22 x 22 x 3 mm boyutlarinda ve 8.93 g agirligindadir; késeleri ¢ok az
yuvarlaklastirlmustir (Fig. 2). On yiizde, agzinda ufak bir balik tutan yunus yer almaktadir; yukarida ve
asagida KYZI(knvav) ve HMIZ(tdtnpov) yazilari yer alir timi kabartma islenmistir. Agiehgin arka
yizi bostur; birimi hemistateron yani yarim-stater’dir. Her iki agirlik da Kyzikos’a ait olup Hellenistik
Doéneme tarihlendirilmektedir.

’_ﬁ Prof. Dr. Oguz, Tekin, Lstanbul Universitesi, Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Eskizag Taribhi Anabilim Daly, 34459, Beyazet /
Lstanbul, e-mail: tekinotekin@yahoo.com
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Two Hellenistic Weights of Cyzicus from Dascylium

Dascylium (today Ergili-Hisartepe)
was an important satrapal centre in
Northwestern Anatolia, where Ekrem
Akurgal carried out excavations during
1950°s". Numerous archaeological
artefacts from the Achaemenid period
were unearthed and most of them are
now kept in the Bandirma Museum.
Dascylium continued its presence for a
while after Alexander the Great defeated
the Persians but lost its importance in
time. During the Hellenistic Period,
Dascylium lived in the shadow of Cyzicus
and stayed wunder its control. The
Cyzicene weights found at Dascylium
show the impact of Cyzicus at the site”,
The present article deals with two lead
weights, which were
Akurgal’s  excavations in 1954  at
Dascylium and then kept at some length
at the Faculty of Languages, History and
Geography of Ankara University’.

found during

The first weight which was found as
a surface find at the Trench of Ergili C
measures 48 x 46 x 13 mm and weighs
246.28 g; it is nearly square in form with
rounded corners; there is a depression on
the left bottom corner; it is worn (Fig. 1).
On the obverse is a fish in relief placed
horizontally, to left;
inscription or mark indicating the ethnic
or its denomination; Although the fish
with its plain anatomy resembles a tuna
fish, it should be a dolphin since it has a

there is no

1 Akurgal 1956, 20-24.

2 For the Cyzicene weights in the Bandirma
Museum see Tekin 2013d, 621-626, No. 1-4, 6.

3 I would like to thank Prof. Dr. Kutalmig Gérkay,
Head of the Archaeology Department, for
permitting me to publish the weights and Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Zeynep Cizmeli Ogiin for her help in
accessing the weights.
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beak or a marked nose and a large tail.
There is a depression on the side near the
head which gives an impression of a
pectoral fin but it is solely a depression.
The reverse of the weight is plain.
Although it does not bear its unit name,
its mass corresponds to a hemimnaion.
And although it does not bear the ethnic,
one may conclude that this weight
belongs to Cyzicus since it was found at
Dascylium, where Cyzicene weights are
found commonly. Besides, dolphin is a
symbol seen on the Cyzicene weights
although not so frequent. With this
example, a hbemimmnaion is added to the
units of the known examples with
dolphin device — distateron’, hemistateron’
and mnd’. The masses of the Cyzicene
hemimnaion are 280.87 g, 254.05 g°, 252
o, 2432 g 2348 g'' 227.85 g" and
22120 g"; they wusually bear the
abbreviation of ethnic (KYZI) and unit
name (HMI). When we consider the
masses listed above, we see that the
average mass of a Cyzicene hemimmnaion
was c. 245 g (see also Table). The mna
weights known to the author are 673.3
g, 506.80 g, 506.1 g'°, 493.7 g, 492.1
g'®, 480 g, 466 g, 465.10 g”'- and if the

4 Weiss 1990, 121, No. 11; Private Collection of G.
Kirkman, No. 09; CPAI Turkey 3, No. 18.

5 Tekin 2013b, 46-47 (second weight in this article).

6 Tekin 2013a, No. 15.

7 Tekin 2013c¢, No. 1.

8 CPAI Turkey 3, No. 007.

9 Tekin 2013d, No. 1.

10 Balikesir Museum, Iinv. No. 2282.

1 Tekin 20132, No. 18.

12 CPAI Turkey 3, No. 008.

13 Tekin 2013d, No. 2.

14 Tekin 20132, No. 15.

15 CNG 94, 874.

16 Tekin 20132, No. 16.

17 Tekin 20132, No. 17.

18 Balikesir Museum, Inv. No. 1712.
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first figure of 673.3 g, which is heavier
than the others, is excluded - we find an
average mass of c. 487 g (see also Table).
Thus, considering the average masses, it
appears that the mna and the hemimmnaion
of Cyzicus have nearly strict proportional
values to each other (¢. 487 ~2 =c. 244 ¢
or ¢. 245 g x 2 = 490 g). The varying
masses of the Cyzicene mma may be
explained with the rising quantity of
drachm in mna during the Classical and
Hellenistic periods. The present weight
dates back to the Hellenistic Period.

The second weight was also found in
a context near to surface during the 1954
campaign (Fig. 2)”. The weight measures
22 x 22 x 3 mm and weighs 8.93 g with
slightly rounded corners. On the obverse,
there is a dolphin, to right, holding a
small fish in its mouth; the dolphin is
flanked by the words of KYZI and
HMIX, all in relief. The tail of the
dolphin is taller than usual and curled.
Dolphins are rarely seen on the Cyzicene
weights as stated above; in fact, the civic
badges of Cyzicus were tuna fish and
torch”. The reverse of the weight is
blank. While KYZI denotes that the
weight belonged to Cyzicus or rather to
the people of Cyzicus (Kulunvdv);
HMIX denotes that it was a hemistateron
Mutotdtnpov) ie. a “half-stater”. The
surviving hemistateron weights of Cyzicus
vary from 8.65 g to 17.75 g (see the

19 Weiss 1990, 122, No. 18.

20 Weiss 1990, 122, No. 19.

2l CPAI Turkey 3, No. 006.

22 There is a short description in Kéker 2008. For a
revised and corrected commentary on the weight
see Tekin 2013b, 46-47.

2 For the Cyzicene weights see also Weiss 1990,
117-128.

O. Tekin

Table). This means that the average mass
was somewhere between 12 and 15 g
because the masses of the staters also vary
from 17.65 g to 30.52 g (see the Table).
Since the mass of the present weight is
8.93 g, it should be half of a sater of
17.86 g (8.93 g x 2). The varying masses
of the same units may be explained by
the change in the weight standard in
Cyzicus in time. Considering that the
standard was on the rise in time, the
present weight may be dated to the early
Hellenistic Period. In fact, on the present
weight, which was used to check the
masses of the coins of precious metal in
the market, it reads X instead of C in
HMIX and  this may indicate its
Hellenistic character, although it is not an
absolute criterion.

List of the Tables and Figures:

Table 1: Stater and hemistateron units of
Cyzicene Weights.
Table 2: Mna and hemimnaion units of

Cyzicene Weights.
Figure 1: Hemimnaion

Figure 2: Hemistateron
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Metal

STATER

Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Bronze
Lead
Lead
Lead

Mass

3052 ¢
30.18 g
2790 ¢
264 ¢g

2250 ¢g
221g

2113 g
210g

2075 g
2046 ¢
2025¢g
19.85¢
19.18 ¢
18.90 g
18.04 ¢
17.65 g

Two Hellenistic Weights of Cyzicus from Dascylium

Symbol

caduceus

torch

caduceus
winged caduceus
torch

torch

torch

torch

torch

torch

torch

winged caduceus
tuna fish

torch

torch

torch

HEMISTATERON (Half-statet)

Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead

Lead
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1775 ¢
1443 ¢
133 ¢
13.05 ¢
1255 ¢
1050 g
10.35 g
1030 g
9.85¢
940 g
89¢g

8.65g

5.66 g
(pierced)

tuna fish
torch
torch
torch
torch
torch

no symbol
torch
torch
torch
dolphin
torch

torch

Ethnic

KYZI(knvév)
KYZ(ixnvdv)
KYZI(knvdv)
KYZI(xnvdv)
KYZ(knvav)
KYZI(knvdv)
KYZI(xnvdv)
KYZI(knvav)
KYZI(xknvdv)
KYZI(xnvdv)
KYZ(xknvav)
KYZ(ixnvdv)
KYZI(xnvdv)
KYZI(xknvav)
KYZI(xnvdv)
KYZI(xnvdv)

KYZI(knvdv)
KY(Cunvav)
KYZI(xnvdv)
KYZI(knvdv)
KYZ(knvév)
KYZI(xnvdv)
KYZ(iknvdv)
KYZ(uxnvdv)
KYZI(knv@v)
KYZI(knvdv)
KYZI(xnvdv)
KYZ(1knvav)

KY(Ciknvdv)

Table 1

Unit Mark/Name

CTA(mp)
CTA(mp)
CTA(mp)
CTA(mp)
CTA(mp)
CTA(mp)
CTA(mp)
CTA(mp)
CTA(mp)
CTA(mp)
CTA(mp)?
CTA(mp)
CTA(mp)
CTA(mp)
CTA(tmp)
CTA(mp)

HMI(ctdtnpov)
HM(totdtnpov)
HMlI(ctétnpov)
HMI(ctdtnpov)
HM(totdtnpov)
HMIC(tdtnpov)
HMIC(tdtnpov)
HMI(ctdtnpov)
HMI(ctdtnpov)
HMIC(tdtnpov)
HMIZ(tdtnpov)
HMI(ctdtnpov)

H(u)C(tdtnpov)?

Reference

Weiss 1990, no. 9

JE 113, # 613

Weiss 1990, no. 8
Tekin 2013a, no. 11
CPAI Turkey 3, no. 19
Tekin 2013a, no. 12
Tekin 2013c, no. 6
Tekin 2013a, no. 13
CNG 94, # 878

CNG 94, # 879
CPAI Turkey 3, no. 20
CPAI Turkey 3, no. 21
Weiss 1990, no. 5
Weiss 1990, no. 7
Weiss 1990, no. 6
Tekin 2013d, no. 6

CPAI Turkey 3, no. 22
Weiss 1990, no. 4
Tekin 2013a, no. 14
CNG 94, # 880
CPAI Turkey 3, no. 24
CPAI Turkey 3, no. 25
CPAI Turkey 3, no. 28
CPAI Turkey 3, no. 27
CPAI Turkey 3, no. 23
CPAI Turkey 3, no. 26

Tekin 2013b (second weight here)

Tekin 2013d, no. 7

CPAI Turkey 2, no. 32



Metal

MNA

Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
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Mass

6733 g
506.80 g
506.1 g
4937 ¢
4921 g
480 g
466 g
465.10 g

Symbol

dolphin
torch
torch
torch
torch
torch
tuna fish

tuna fish

HEMIMNAION (Half-mna)

Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead
Lead

280.87 g
25405 g
252¢g
246.28 g
2432 g
2348 g
22785g
212¢

tuna fish
torch
tuna fish
dolphin
torch
torch
tuna fish

tuna fish

Ethnic

KYZIKH(vév)
KYZI(xnvdv)
KYZI(knvdv)
KYZI(xnvdv)
KYZI(knvav)
KYZI(knvdv)
KYZI(xnvdv)
KYZI(knvav)

no ethnic
KYZI(knvav)
KYZ(ixnvdv)
no ethnic
KYZI(knvav)
KYZ(ixnvdv)
no ethnic

KYZI(xnvdv)

Table 2

Unit Mark/Name

MNA
MNA
MNA
MNA
MNA
MNA
MNA
MNA

HMI(uvouov)
HMI(pvouov)
HMI(pvoiov)
no unit name

HMI(pvouov)
HMI(pvoiov)
no unit name

HMI(pvouov)

O. Tekin

Reference

Tekin 2013a, no. 15

CNG 94, # 874

Tekin 2013a, no. 16

Tekin 2013a, no. 17
Balikesir Mus. Inv. no. 1712
Weiss 1990, no. 18

Weiss 1990, no. 19

CPAI Turkey 3, no. 006

Tekin 2013c, no. 1

CPAI Turkey 3, no. 007
Tekin 2013d, no. 1

First weight here

Balikesir Mus. Inv. no. 2282
Tekin 2013a, no. 18

CPAI Turkey 3, no. 008
Tekin 2013d, no. 2
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Figure 1

Figure 2
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