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Hadis Metinlerinin Te’vilinde Karinelerin Onemi ve Yanlis Anlama ve
Uygulamanin Giderilmesine Etkisi

At1f/©: Karabelli, M. Kamel, Hadis Metinlerinin Te’vilinde Karinelerin Onemi ve
Yanlis Anlama ve Uygulamanin Giderilmesine Etkisi, Artuklu Akademi 2019/6
(1), 145-169.

Oz: Bu calisma hadis ulemasmmin hadis serhlerinde ve miiskilii'l-hadis
literatiiriinde hadisleri tevil ederken kullandiklar1 yontemi ve delilleri
incelemektedir. Ozellikle, nassin zahiri anlami, nassin siyaki, nass sahibinin icinde
bulundugu durum, nassin zaman ve baglamla baglantili degiskenleri dikkate
almmistir. Bu yontem ayni zamanda hadisin manasmin belirlenmesini, ihtiyag
halinde viictih ve nezair literatiiriine basvurulmasin ve gerektiginde nassin zahiri
manasini terk etmeyi icerir. Hadisin zahiri anlami seriatin kabul etmeyecegi
hususlari icerdiginde ya da hadisin birden fazla manaya isaret etmesi sebebiyle
kesin bir mana secilemediginde s6zii edilen yonteme basvurulmaktadir. Calisma
ayni zamanda hadisleri tevil etme yonteminden bahsettikten sonra, bu yontem
dikkate alinmadan hadislerin tevil edilmesinden kaynaklanan tehlikelere de
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ayrica deginmistir. Bu tehlikeler; seriatin muradini tespit edememek, hadisi isaret
ettigi mananin disinda kullanmak, hadisin isaret ettigi has yani ©zel olan bir
hiikmiin genellestirilmesi (dmm) ya da tam tersi &mm olan hiikmii has olarak
degerlendirmek ve birden fazla manaya isaret eden veya ¢ok yonlii olan hadisi tek
bir mana tizerinden yorumlamaktir .

Anahtar Kelimeler: Karine, Miiskil, Zahir, Tevil, Hadis

The Importance of Qarina (Evidence) in Understanding the Hadith and the
Impact of Qarina on the Prevention of Misunderstanding and Misapplication

Citation/©: Karabelli, M. Kamel, The Importance of Qarina (Evidence) in
Understanding the Hadith and the Impact of Qarina on the Prevention of
Misunderstanding and Misapplication, Artuklu Akademi 2019/6 (1), 145-169.

Abstract: This paper focuses on the methodology and how the concept of qarina
(circumstantial evidence) were used by the Muslim scholars in order to interpret
hadith in the mushkil al-hadith and annotations to hadith works. In particular, the
subjects of what the apparent meaning (zahir) of the hadith text (nass) or
statement gives, the composition of the text (siyaq al-nass), the contextual
indications of the text (time frame and other contextual indications), and the
condition of the text are taken into consideration. This method also includes
qualifying the meaning of the statement, and if it is necessary, to refer to al-wujih
wa al-nazair, and to digress from the apparent indications of the statement. Qarina
is used as a means when the literal meaning of the statement contradicts with the
SharT’a, or if the statement indicates multiple meanings and thus a particular
meaning cannot be ascertain. After explaining these interpretation methods, the
pitfalls of interpreting (ta'wil) the statement without taken into consideration the
above mentioned indications are also separately stated. They are: the
misapplication of the text resulting from misunderstanding the intention of the
Shar’’a and employing the statement beyond its meaning, or extending the
influence area of a text which is specific (khas), or vice versa limiting the meaning
of the text, or prioritising only one meaning over other meanings when the
statement indicates multiple meanings.

Keywords: Qarina (circumstantial evidence), Mushkil, Zahir (Apparent meaning),
Ta'wil (Interpretation), Hadith
[The Extended Abstract is at the end of the article.]
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Extended Abstract

The Muslim scholars used a specific methodology and utilised from the concept of
qarina (circumstantial evidence) in order to interpret hadith relevant to Islamic
law in the mushkil al-hadith and annotations to hadith works. This study analyses
the reasoning employed in these sources while interpreting the hadith texts. To
restrain the subject, this study is confined with distinguished sources in the field.
The aim of this paper is not to focus on the notion of “ta’'wil” - in the most general
sense, but on the interpretation method of the hadith texts which seem to
contradict from various points to the Shari'a. The research object is to evaluate
neither tanaquz (contradiction among the hadith) nor tarjih (to give preference to
a text), because the concept of tanaquz and tarjth can operate if there is an
apparent contradiction among more than one text bearing legal provisions. There
are many usal al-figh, figh and hadith texts written in order to explain this
complex relationship.

This paper, first, reads the hadith texts from a general point of view. Then, it
analyses the questions raised while reading hadith. Finally, by relying on the legal
scholars” and hadith commentators’ views, this paper explains the means used in
those texts to interpret in compliance with Islamic methodology, rules and
principles.

These means are two:

a.The apparent meaning (zahir) of the text: There are three important issues to be
considered here. The first is to understand the composition of the text (siyaq al-
nass). Because, after understanding the composition of the text, it will be possible
to find out if the text is suitable to another composition. In some occasions, the
text can present features which can be applicable only in its composition. This
means also helps to engage the text properly. The second is the contextual
framework. This means assists to understand whether the legal rule in the text is
bounded by a specific time frame and context. If it is bounded, then the legal rule
cannot be easily transferred to another case. The contextual difference should be
taken into consideration while interpreting the text. The third means is to consider
the state of the person that is related to the text. If the text is related to a specific
person, the legal rule deduced from the text cannot be transferred to another
person.

b.The content of the text: There are three points to consider. First, if the text is
inconsistent with maqasid al-Shari’a and with the general principles of Islamic
law, the text should not be interpreted literally, but metaphorically. Second, if the
text indicates multiple meanings. One meaning cannot be chosen over the others
by claiming that the chosen meaning is the firm meaning, because all other
meanings share the same possibility to be accurate. Third one is to pay regard to
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other texts on the same subject. In some cases, to consult other texts can help to
expound the ambiguity. Explaining allegorical texts by utilising from other texts is
an accurate method.

The pitfalls to understand and interpret the ambiguity in the text without the
abovementioned means are explained in the conclusion.

First, without taken into consideration the intention of SharT, to impose a
meaning contradicting to Sharl’a is one of those pitfalls. The Muslim scholars
followed a precise methodology and principles while reading the text deeply.
During this process they noticed that the literal meaning of some texts could
indicate meanings contradicting to the principles of Shari‘a, good sense and
human nature. In this case, those texts have to be interpreted by utilising from
other indications.

Second, employing the text without understanding its purposes can cause to
misuse of the text. As an accurate practice is a result of understanding the text
correctly, naturally misunderstanding leads to misuse and wrong action. To reach
an accurate practice, it is necessary to utilise from the right means and to use the
right methodology while interpreting the text.

Third, enhancing or generalising the meaning or the indication of a text which is
specific (khas), or vice versa limiting the implication of the text without having
strong evidence is a serious methodological mistake. Ignoring the composition of
the text and the context is one of the reasons leading to this mistake. Another
methodological problem opens the road to this mistake is not to know the legal
and exegetical principle forbidding the generalisation of the meaning of the text
which is khas.

Lastly, another challenge is in interpreting a hadith text that has multiple
meanings. Obliging to interpret this type hadith by one meaning on the ground
that other possible meanings contradicts to the predecessor Muslim scholars
(salaf) and the four great Imams of the sunni legal schools. A competent scholar
does not follow an eclectic approach while analysing the text, but the one pays
regard to objective interpretation principles and implicit rules. There are also
some texts on which the Muslim scholars agree that the text has only one clear
meaning- those texts are named muhkam (decisive legislative). When the text has
the possibility to indicate more than one meaning, then it is named mutashabih
(allegorical).
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