Tiirk Kitiiphaneciligi 30, 1 (2016), 143-146

Hilmi Celik's Contributions to the World of Parliamentary and Research
Librarianship: A Memorial Tribute from an American Colleague
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I first met Hilmi Celik when | went to Turkey in May 1981 on the invitation of the directors
of the American Libraries in Ankara and Istanbul to conduct seminars on the progress of the
automation program in the Library of Congress. While | was in Ankara, | had the opportunity
to visit several libraries, including the one in the Grand National Assembly of Turkey (the
Assembly), where the then 39-year-old Hilmi Celik was the director and, notably, was one of
the youngest parliamentary library directors in the world.

Turkey was under martial law, as a consequence of which the Assembly was closed.
However, the staff of the Assembly's secretariat continued to be employed, including the library
staff. With no Members of the Assembly to be served, Hilmi Bey saw this as an opportunity to
launch a program to automate the information resources of the Assembly, especially in regard to
the organization and work of the legislative committees. His aim was to have essential
parliamentary information services computerized and available to Members, once a new
democratic government was elected and the Grand National Assembly reconvened.

Automation in all sectors of government, commerce and academia was quite new in
Turkey at that time, and there were very few computer programmers available for hire. So
Hilmi Bey appealed for help to the martial law administration and succeeded in getting a
young qualified programmer, who was fulfilling his national service in the Turkish army,
assigned for one year to the Assembly Library to create the first legislative databases. This
was actually quite remarkable, because very few national parliamentary libraries outside of
the U.S., Canada and northern Europe were doing anything similar. In most cases, they were
beginning to automate their libraries' book catalogs and serial acquisition processes but not
the information resources produced by the legislatures themselves. So Hilmi Bey was in fact
one of the pioneers in this area of automating the world's parliaments.

Following my visit to Turkey, Hilmi Bey made to the Congressional Research Service
(CRYS) of the Library of Congress. Since the Library of Congress essentially is the national
library of the United States, it is CRS that is the counterpart of the library of the Grand
National Assembly of Turkey. At the time of Hilmi Bey's visit, the CRS director, Gilbert
Gude, was serving as chairman of the Parliamentary Libraries Section of the International
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Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA). Mr. Gude was committed to
expanding the membership of the Section to include the libraries of parliaments from other
parts of the world than the traditional membership of North America and northern Europe.
Impressed by the accomplishments Hilmi Bey was achieving in automating the Grand
National Assembly’s information resources, Mr. Gude invited Hilmi Bey to take a seat on the
Standing Committee (the Committee) of the Parliamentary Libraries Section (the Section).
Hilmi Bey continued to serve on the Committee until he retired from the Grand National
Assembly to assume the position of the founding director of the Information Center of
Sabanct University.

As a member of the Standing Committee, Hilmi Bey reached out to colleagues in
parliaments across southern Europe — especially Spain, Italy and Greece — as well as Asia and
North Africa and was instrumental in helping the Section to more than double the size of its
membership so that it was truly representative of the international community of
parliamentary librarians. He also provided opportunities for young librarians from parliaments
in developing countries to undertake in-service training programs and internships in the
Assembly Library. When Turkey hosted the annual conference of IFLA in August 1995,
Hilmi Bey hosted a special pre-conference seminar at the Assembly Library for the
Parliamentary Libraries Section. This program was broadly acclaimed by the Section
members as one of the best such events in the history of the Section.

By the time Hilmi Bey moved to Istanbul to create the Information Center for Sabanci
University, I was serving as director of the Suna Kirac Library of Koc University. Thus, it
was my privilege to work closely again with Hilmi Bey, although in a different area of
research librarianship. I am sure that others will pay tribute to the contributions Hilmi Bey
made to the Turkish university library community and, particularly, to ANKOS, so I will not
go into detail about that area of our collaboration. Suffice it to say that Hilmi Bey will long be
remembered internationally for the many personal friendships he forged among his IFLA
colleagues and for the wonderful ambassador he was for the Turkish library community in his
capacity as a member of the Standing Committee of the Parliamentary Libraries Section.

Certainly, my life was enriched immeasurably through the 35 years of personal
friendship and professional collaboration I shared with Hilmi Celik. I will always cherish fond
memories of the camaraderie we enjoyed with IFLA colleagues during meetings in some of
the world’s most fascinating cities and the fun we had with Turkish library colleagues at
ANKOS conferences during the years we served together on the ANKOS Board. Surely, he
left an indelible mark on the lives of everyone who knew him and worked with him, and he
will be greatly missed.

Ozet

Hilmi Celik ile ilk defa 1981°de Ankara’ya yaptigim ziyaret sirasinda tamgmigtim. Bu ziyaretim
sirasinda, diinyadaki en geng¢ parlamento kitiiphane yoneticilerinden biri olan 39 yagindaki Hilmi
Celik’in baginda oldugu Tirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisi Kiitiiphanesi’ni de gérme firsattim olmustu.
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O donemde Tiurkiye’de sikiyonetim olmasina ragmen, Parlamento sekretaryasina
kitiphane de dahil olmak uzere personel alimina devam ediliyordu. Hizmet sunulacak
parlamento iyesi bulunmamasini firsat bilen Hilmi Celik, parlamento bilgi kaynaklarinin
otomasyona geg¢irilerek iiyelere sunulmasi igin ¢aligmalara baglamigti.

Tirkiye’de o zamanlar otomasyon devlet, ticaret ve akademik sektorler igin oldukca
yeniydi ve istthdam edilebilecek ¢ok az sayida bilgisayar programecist vardi. Hilmi Bey devlet
yoneticilerini ikna ederek ilk yasama veri tabanini hazirlamak tizere geng ve nitelikli bir
programcty1 kadrosuna katmay1 basarmistt. Bu oldukea dikkat ¢ekiciydi; zira Amerika, Kanada ve
Kuzey Avrupa disinda ¢ok az parlamento kiitiiphanesi benzeri bir is yapiyordu. Hilmi Bey aslinda
diinya parlamentolarinin otomasyona gegirilmesi konusunda dnciilerden biri olmustu.

Benim ziyaretim sonrast Hilmi Bey de Library of Congress’in Kongre Aragtirma
Servisi’ne bir iade-i ziyarette bulunmustu. O zamanlar bu Servis’in baginda bulunan Gilbert
Gude, IFLA Parlamento Kutiiphaneleri Bolumi’niin de bagkaniydi. Parlamentonun bilgi
kaynaklarin1 otomasyona gecirmedeki basarisindan etkilenen Mr. Gude, Bagkani oldugu
Bolumin Daimi Komitesi’'nde gorev almak tizere Hilmi Bey’i davet etmisti. Hilmi Bey
Sabanct  Universitesi kurucu direktorlugii  gorevini  {istlenmek iizere Parlamento
Kuttiphanesi’nden emekli olana kadar Komite’deki bu gorevine devam etmistir.

Daimi Komite iiyesi olarak Hilmi Bey, Giiney Avrupa - ézellikle de Ispanya, Italya ve
Yunanistan- Asya ve Kuzey Afrika’daki parlamento kiitiiphanecilerine ulagarak Komite nin
liye sayisinin artmasina ve boylece uluslararast parlamento kiitiiphanecileri toplulugunun
gergek bir temsilcisi olmasina yardimci olmustur. Ayrica gelismekte olan ilkelerin
parlamentolarindan gelen gen¢ kutiiphanecilere kendi kutiphanesinde hizmet i¢i egitim
programlarina ve stajlara katilmalari imkan1 saglamigtir. Hilmi Bey, 1995°de Turkiye’nin ev
sahipligi yaptigt IFLA Konferansi’'nda Parlamento Kitiiphaneleri Bolumi adina 6zel bir
seminer diizenlemistir. Bu seminer katilan tyeler tarafindan Bolim tarihinde o zamana kadar
yapilan en iyi program olarak takdirle kargilanmaigtir.

Hilmi Bey Sabanci Universitesi Bilgi Merkezi’ni kurmak tizere Istanbul’a geldiginde
ben de Kog Universitesi Suna Kirag Kiitiiphanesi direktoriiydiim. Boylelikle Hilmi Bey ile
tekrar yakinen c¢aligmak benim ig¢in bir ayricalik olmustur. Hilmi Bey’in Turk Universite
kitiphane topluluguna, ozellikle de ANKOS’a yaptigr katkilart diger meslektaglarimizin
anlatacagindan eminim. Bu nedenle bu konulardaki igbirligimizin detaylarina girmiyorum.
Hilmi Bey’in IFLA meslektaglar1 arasinda olusturdugu pek ¢ok kisisel dostluklariyla ve
Daimi Komite’nin bir tyesi sifatiyla Turk kutiiphane toplulugunun mitkemmel bir elgisi
olarak her zaman hatirlanacagini soylemek yeterli olacaktir.

Hilmi Celik ile 35 yil boyunca paylastigim kisisel dostlugumuz ve profesyonel
igbirligimiz kesinlikle hayatimi 6lgilemeyecek sekilde zenginlestirmigtir. Dinyanin en
etkileyici sehirlerindeki toplantilarimizda IFLA meslektaglarimizla severek paylastigimiz
dostlugumuzun ve ANKOS Kurulu’'nda birlikte calistigimiz yillarda yapilan ANKOS
konferanslarinda Turk meslektaglarimizla yasadigimiz zevkli anlarin hatiralarini her zaman
yasatacagim. Siphesiz onu taniyan ve onunla birlikte ¢aligmis herkesin hayatlari tizerinde
silinmez bir iz birakmistir ve ¢ok 6zlenecektir.
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