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 It is a well-known fact that child labor continues to exist in different forms all 

over the world, regardless of the level of development. Poverty, neediness, 

unemployment, asylum seeker migration, inter-regional migration, urbanization 

process directly or indirectly affect all population groups of the world. One of 

these effects is the activities that enable the child to perform income generating 

activities on the street. The child is exposed to many risks when performing 

income-generating activities on the street. Working on the streets, children spend 

most of their daily life in streets, streets, parks, mosque courtyards, shopping 

center exits, restaurant exits. This situation adversely affects the health levels of 

the child biologically, physically and spiritually causes the risk of community-

acquired diseases. The aim of this review is to determine the health problems 

encountered in children working in the streets, attitudes of nurses towards these 

children and the roles they play in the provision of health services. 
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Introduction 

 
It is a well-known fact that child labor continues to exist in different forms all over the world, regardless of the level 

of development.1 In particular, it affects the health levels of children working on the streets negatively in biological, 

physical and mental terms and causes the risks of community-acquired diseases.2 It is known that there are many 

factors affecting the health problems of children working on the streets.2 These factors are; exposure to adverse weather 

conditions, crime, unusual sleeping places, poor hygiene, nutritional status, alcoholism and drug use.3 Skin problems 

caused by upper respiratory tract infections, dirt, pollution and extreme weather conditions, the risk of children 

working in the vicinity of alcoholic beverages turning to alcohol and drug use, the risk of exposure to paint and varnish 

substances in shoe-dying children, and the inclination to garbage collection and sorting health problems were higher.4 

In particular, the fact that children working on the streets are frequently in adverse health conditions increases the risk 

of developing infectious diseases.5 Nutritional deficiencies, feeding in unhealthy environments, garbage, and the food 

they provide from restaurant entrances invite diseases.6 Whether the environment is hygienic, lack of adequate and 

clean water, wastes and similar reasons are the factors that threaten child health. Contact of children working in the 
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street with street animals, before and after the toilet, when it comes to the house from outside, touching an object from 

the street and neglecting the cleaning conditions after bringing it home increases the risk of disease.5 

 

Objectives 

 
The aim of this study is to determine the role of nurses on child labor and children working on the streets in the 

provision of health services for nurses in the context of health problems, infectious diseases, access to health services. 

 

Subject of Study 

 
This study covers the role of the nurse to determine and maintain the health level of children working on the streets. 

With this study, it will contribute to increase the health level of children working on the streets, which are the most 

frequent and victims in the society, and to ensure that the utilization rate of children's right is at the highest level. 

 

Discussion 

 
In Suleymaniye, Istanbul, it was found that children who earn money by working on the streets are at risk. it was 

determined that the rate of disease incidence in terms of health risks was 60% -70% and they could not benefit from 

health services sufficiently.7 According to the results of the interviews and surveys conducted with 510 children 

working on the streets of Mersin, the parents of the children working in the streets have low educational levels and 

have limited access to educational services. In Mersin, 30 children working in the streets were identified in September 

and November 2019. It is seen that the number of children working in the streets decreases by years and it can be said 

that the Ministry of Family, Labor and Social Services and the Social Assistance and Solidarity Foundation are 

effective in providing this situation. Thanks to the mobile teams established in the provinces for the children working 

in the streets, the Ministry of Family, Labor and Social Services is conducting audits and controls to reduce the number 

of children working in the streets.7 

In the survey conducted in Adana, Diyarbakır and İstanbul, 188 children and 65 families interviewed face-to-face to 

determine the working and living conditions of the children working in the streets and their socio-demographic 

characteristics. It was concluded that they sell products such as handkerchiefs, gum and chewing gum and collect 

garbage on the streets in general. The average age of children working in the streets is 12, 13% do not go to school, 

25% drop out of school, few of them continue their lives in difficult conditions, they experience health problems due 

to long and irregular working hours on the street, socio-economic level. it is concluded that they come from poor 

families.8 

Nurses play an active role in assessing families and individuals in the community and helping them improve their 

health.9 Studies conducted in Turkey emphasized the importance of implementing interventions to keep the location 

of the nursing and children off the streets.10 Nurses should make service planning for children working on the streets 

by getting to know their families, going to the places they live and seeing their environments and evaluating them 

together with the living environment.11 

 

Conclusion 

 
Children working in streets of the neighborhood where lived intensely in the field of nurses be directed to your health 

care provider about families detected during scans, the provision of periodic health checks will support the functioning 

of protective and preventive services. 
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