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Abstract 

This article argues that there is a growing recognition that 
peace -largely, the absence of internal and external violence- enhances 
economic activity, while conflict has the opposite effects. Nations 
experiencing such disorder cannot abandon economic activity until 
violence subsides. Nevertheless, obstacles to conducting commerce 
exist in conflict zones more so than elsewhere. Even in countries where 
conflict is extensive, some positive economic activity is exhibited. As 
such, it is vital to discuss which policies, activities, and organizations 
tend to contribute to economic activity in conflict zones. Consequently, 
governments, industry, nongovernmental organizations, and the 
populace can emphasize these productive efforts in the economic 
arena, and, thereby, offer some helpful variables in conflict zones. 

Keywords: Conflict zones, violence, commerce, business, 
economic development.  

 

Öz 

Bu makale, barışın, yani büyük bir ölçüde dâhilî ve harici 
şiddetin yokluğunun, ekonomik faaliyeti arttırırken çatışmanın ise tersi 
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etkileri olduğunun giderek kabul gördüğünü savunmaktadır. Bu 
düzensizliği yaşayan uluslar, şiddet sona erene kadar ekonomik 
faaliyetten vazgeçmemektedir. Yine de, ticareti yönetme engelleri, 
çatışma bölgesi içinde diğer yerlerden daha fazla bulunmaktadır. 
Çatışmanın yoğun olduğu ülkelerde bile, bazı pozitif ekonomik 
faaliyetler ortaya konulmuştur. Dolayısıyla hangi politikaların, 
eylemlerin ve teşkilatların çatışma bölgelerindeki ekonomik faaliyete 
katkıda bulunma eğiliminde olduğunun tartışılması büyük bir önem arz 
etmektedir. Sonuç olarak, hükümetler, sanayi, sivil toplum örgütleri ve 
halk bu üretken çabaları ekonomik arenada vurgulayıp çatışma 
bölgelerinde bazı faydalı değişkenler sunabilmektedir. 

Anahtar Kelimeler: Çatışma bölgeleri, şiddet, ticaret, iş, 
ekonomik gelişme. 

 

Introduction 

There is a growing recognition that peace -largely, the absence 
of internal and external violence- enhances economic activity, while 
conflict has the opposite effects. Countries suffering conflict cannot 
abandon economic activity until violence subsides. Still, impediments 
to doing business exist in conflict zones more so than elsewhere. Even 
in countries where conflict is pervasive, some positive economic 
activity is engendered. Against this backdrop, it is critical to highlight 
which policies, activities, and organizations tend to contribute to 
economic activity in conflict zones. In doing so, governments, 
industry, nongovernmental organizations, and the populace can focus 
on such productive efforts in the economic arena, and, thereby, inject 
some positive features in conflict zones. 

Enhancing and Undermining Economic Activity 

Peace contributes to economic development and conflict has 
negative effects. Business investment benefits from security and 
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stability.1 During peacetime, economies prosper and business becomes 
efficient.2 Moreover, “businesses can help prevent conflicts, primarily 
by facilitating communication and creating interdependencies in 
society, across the entire spectra of ethnicity, religion or other 
potentially dividing factors.”3 Additionally, “companies can add other 
values that may help prevent conflict by reducing various 
intercommunal tensions and creating economic opportunities for 
marginalized groups.”4 

In contrast, conflict impinges upon traditional business activities 
and pushes businesses into otherwise less transparent and competitive 
settings. With fewer opportunities, private sector activity is stifled. In 
such milieus, businesses also become targets of kidnappings and 
extortion, further undermining private sector activities.5  

Likewise, conflict situations can contribute to macroeconomic 
weakness, ultimately undermining monetary and fiscal activities. So 
too, the demand and supply sides of the economy are exacerbated by 
conflict.6 In fact, the costs of conflict globally are estimated at $100 
billion annually.7 “On average, a country that experienced major 
violence over the period from 1981 to 2005 has a poverty rate 21 
percentage points higher than a country that saw no violence.”8 

                                                      
1 Rob Mills and Qimiao Fan, “The investment climate in post-conflict situations”, 
Policy research working papers, World Bank, 2006 November. 
2 Ulrike Joras, “Motivating and impeding factors for corporate engagement in peace-
building”, Working paper, Swiss Peace Foundation, 2009 August. 
3 Tobias Evers, “Doing business and making peace?” Occasional UIpapers, No: 3, 16. 
Utrikepolitiska Institutet (Swedish Institute of International Affairs), 2010 December 6. 
4 Ibid, p, 17. 
5 Rob Mills and Qimiao Fan, Ibid, p. 7. 
6 Ibid, p. 8. 
7 Lisa Katayama, “Investing in post-conflict zone startups just might save the world”, 
Fast Company, 2010, October 15. Retrieved from: http://www.fastcompany.com/ 
1695121/investing-post-conflict-zone-startups-just-might-save-world (Access date: 12 
September 2012). 
8 The World Bank Development Report 2011, World Bank, Retrieved from 
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“Persistent effects of violence on outputs are likely to come 
from the destruction of current assets and falls in investment which 
reduces future asset creation.”9 Moreover, “a decline in investment is 
the main channel through which conflict affects output and growth.”10 
Globally, companies tend to eschew investments in conflict zones, as 
the physical and financial risks are viewed as outweighing the benefits 
of such high-risk venues.11  

As conflict interferes with traditional payment systems and 
financial intermediaries, business deals increasingly occur in cash with 
limited access to credit markets. Conflict enhances infrastructure 
degradation as transport links, energy and fuel facilities, and trade 
facilities are often targeted. In weakening economic activity, conflict 
also undermines workers and labor markets as underemployment 
ascends. In fracturing governance and industry capacities, conflict 
likewise diminishes social capital as trust among individuals, groups, 
and organizations are stymied.12 

To reiterate, “[a]rmed conflict represents a major challenge to 
job creation. Conflict destroys communities, institutions, infrastructure 
and human capital.”13 The severity of conflict in weakening economies 
rests on the geographical scope (nationwide or localized) as well as the 
stage (ongoing or has ended) of the conflict. Inadequate infrastructure 

                                                                                                                    
http://www.scribd.com/doc/56133164/World-Development-Report-2011 (Access date: 
12 September 2012). 
9 Tim Besley, Hannes Mueller and Prakarsh Singh, “Conflict and investment”, 1. IGC 
Workshop on Fragile States, St. Anne’s College, Oxford (2011 July 6-7). 
10 Ibid, p. 2. 
11 “Business in conflict zones: India Inc and government have to pay”, The Economic 
Times, 2010 May 16. 
12 Rob Mills and Qimiao Fan, Ibid, p. 9. 
13 Lakshimi Iyer and Indhira Santos, “Creating jobs in South Asia's conflict zones”, 
Policy research working papers, World Bank, 2012 June. Retrieved from 
http://econ.worldbank.org/external/default/main?pagePK=64165259&theSitePK=4693
72&piPK=64165421&menuPK=64166093&entityID=000158349_20120625094609 
(Access date: 14 September 2012). 
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and the absence of functioning markets, along with the lack of security 
and displaced populations, are often endemic in armed conflicts. 
Likewise, growth domestic product rates are generally lower in conflict 
zones than elsewhere.14 

Impediments to Doing Business, Particularly in Conflict Zones  

Impediments to doing business comprise political instability, 
traditional crime, inadequate infrastructure, taxes, policy uncertainty, 
and corruption.15 Other obstacles for conducting business include 
limited entrepreneurship skills, such as customer service and 
accounting. In addition, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), 
which are among the main drivers of job growth worldwide, 
unfortunately suffer from a number of impediments, encompassing: 
access to financing, networks, and business skills.16 

The lack of strong and predictable business regulatory 
environment, like difficulties with registering business and the 
enforcement of contracts, foment an increasingly informal business 
framework -often found in conflict zones- with higher levels of 
inefficiencies. In markets dominated by few competitors, market 
domineers often utilize price manipulation, political influence, and 
vertical integration.17 

Limited electricity and transport capacities undermine economic 
development, including job growth, while simultaneously raising the 
costs of doing business.18 For instance, infrastructure needs for “rural 
farming communities include transport and communication services, 
energy, water and irrigational facilities and extension services.”19  

                                                      
14 Ibid. 
15 Ibid, p. 16. 
16 Gayle Tzemach Lemmon, “Entrepreneurship in postconflict zones”, Working paper, 
Council of Foreign Relations, 2012 May. 
17 Rob Mills and Qimiao Fan, Ibid, p. 1. 
18 Lakshimi Iyer and Indhira Santos, Ibid, p. 13. 
19 “Unlocking the African Moment – Rural Infrastructure in Africa” DSM paper series, 
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The enabling environment of business -fluid “governmental, 
regulatory, legislative and judicial processes”- is weakened in conflict 
zones as institutional fragility runs rampant, which also hastens 
corruption.20 In some countries, warlords, often buttressed by political 
power players, are able to accumulate sizeable businesses and create 
monopolistic businesses.21 Therefore, companies should try not to 
assist corrupt government officials, insurgents, or terrorists, as 
sometimes occurs with some extract industries, such as conflict 
diamonds in Angola or timber in Thailand and Cambodia.22 

Overview of Market Sectors 

There are a various ways to categorize economic sectors even in 
conflict zones. One approach includes separating industry sectors 
accordingly: basic materials, conglomerates, consumer goods, 
financial, healthcare, industrial goods, services, technology, and 
utilities.23 In another approach, the International Labor Organization 
delineates economic activities as follows: agriculture, non-agriculture, 
industry, manufacturing, construction, services, and self-employed.24  

According to the International Standard Industrial Classification 
of all Economic Activities, business sectors are set out as such as: 

                                                                                                                    
Development Support Monitor, 2012, Retrieved from http://www.africanmonitor.org/ 
am_dsm.html (Access date: 17 September 2012). 
20 Rob Mills and Qimiao Fan, Ibid, p. 15. 
21 Ibid 
22 Juliette Bennett, “Business in zones of conflict - the role of the multinationals in 
promoting regional stability”, UN global compact policy dialogues, 2001 January, 
Retrieved from http://www.unglobalcompact.org/issues/conflict_prevention/ meetings 
_and_workshops/Reg_stability.html (Access date: 17 September 2012). See also Ingrid 
Samset, (n.d.) “Natural resource wealth, conflict, and peace-building”, Ralph Bunche 
Institute for International Studies, City University of New York. 
23 Industry Center, Yahoo! Finance. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://biz.yahoo.com/ic/ 
(Access date: 17 September 2012). 
24 “ILO Department of Statistics - Short term indicators of the labour market”, 
International Labor Organization, Department of Statistics. (n.d.). Retrieved from 
http://laborsta.ilo.org/sti/sti_E.html (Access date: 17 September 2012). 
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• Agriculture, forestry, hunting and fishing 

• Mining and quarrying  

• Manufacturing 

• Construction 

• Electricity, gas, water and sanitary services 

• Commerce 

• Transport, storage and communication 

• Services 

• Activities not adequately described25 

As the levels of informal economies can be significant in certain 
countries, the breadth and dynamism of economies are sometimes 
underestimated. For instance, in Africa, “the average size of the 
informal sector as a percentage of GDP was 42% in 2000.”26 In 
Zimbabwe and Tanzania, those figures reached 59.4% and 58.3%, 
respectively. Businesses in informal economies often characterized by 
small, labor-intensive firms. Notwithstanding, participants in informal 
economies often fail to pay their full share of taxes, which denies 
governments of much needed revenues.27 

Business in Conflict Zones 

The private sector creates wealth, promotes socio-economic 
development, and contributes to preventing and resolving conflict.28 

                                                      
25 Detailed structure and explanatory notes, ISIC Rev.3.1, (International Standard 
Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities, Rev.3.1), United Nations 
Statistics Division, (n.d.). Retrieved from http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cr/registry/ 
regcst.asp?Cl=17&Lg=1 (Access date: 17 September 2012). 
26 “Africa: informal sector is a critical economic vessel, says report. (2011 November 9). 
All Africa . Retrieved from http://allafrica.com/stories/201111091470.html (Access 
date: 17 September 2012). 
27 Ibid 
28 Jane Nelson, “The business of peace: the private sector as a partner in conflict 
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For successful entrepreneurship, particularly in conflict-affected areas, 
partnerships “among governments, nonprofits, and corporations are 
critical.”29 Through their operations, firms can take advantage of first-
mover advantages, even in conflict zones. Still, companies should be 
cognizant of the unique business factors and risks -security, costs, 
insurance, contractual obligations, personnel- that exist in distinct 
conflict zones, as they are all not alike.30 

Despite various externalities inherent in doing business in 
conflict zones, some opportunities appear too attractive to dismiss. 
This is particularly true for companies working in extractive industries 
where business in inextricably tied to the host country, even one 
suffering the ailments of conflict. For instance, in 2010, it was revealed 
that Afghanistan “may be sitting on an estimated $1 trillion (U.S.) in 
untapped mineral deposits including huge veins of iron, copper, cobalt, 
gold and lithium.”31 Unfortunately, there are also some indications that 
easily movable “commodities,” including diamonds and drugs, can 
contribute to non-separatist conflicts.32  

Some entrepreneurial successes in conflict zones are worth 

                                                                                                                    
prevention and resolution”, International Alert, Council on Economic Priorities, The 
Prince of Wales Business Leaders Forum, 2000 January 1. Retrieved from 
http://www.internationalalert.org/resources/publications/business-peace (Access date: 
17 September 2012). 
29 Gayle Tzemach Lemmon, Ibid, p. 15. 
30Marta Roberts, (n.d.). “Working in a war zone”, Security Management. Retrieved 
from http://www.securitymanagement.com/article/working-war-zone (Access date: 19 
September 2012). 
31 Brenda Bouw, “The risky business of resources in conflict zones”, The Globe and 
Mail , 2011 July 12. See also U.S. Department of Commerce, “Doing Business in 
Afghanistan: A Country Commercial Guide for U.S. Companies”, 2005; Abdullah 
Sarwary, (n.d.) “Opportunities for Economic Growth in Afghanistan”, Centre for 
Conflict and Peace Studies Afghanistan, U.S. Department of Commerce, “Doing 
Business in Iraq: A Country Commercial Guide for U.S. Companies”, 2012.  
32 Michael L. Ross, “Oil drug and barons: the varying role of natural resources in violent 
conflict”, in Karen Ballantine and Jake Sherman (eds). The Political Economy of Armed 
Conflict: Beyond Greed and Grievance, Lynne Reinner Publishers, London, 2003. 
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highlighting. Roshan is the largest mobile phone company, employer, 
and taxpayer in Afghanistan. Since 2003, the firm has invested more 
than $390 million, operates in all 34 provinces of Afghanistan with 
over 3,5 million subscribers. The company employs directly and 
indirectly (as dealers, distributors, contractors, and suppliers), 1,000 
and 25,000 persons, respectively, one-fifth of them women.33 

Unfortunately, Roshan has also suffered attacks against its cell 
network towers. As its security costs escalated to $14 million annually, 
Roshan adopted a new community-based security model, with the 
consultation of local councils (shuras). This proved to be somewhat 
effective, as the shuras quickly understood that damage to cell network 
towers would affect local employment and economic opportunities.34 

Women-owned businesses have succeeded in some conflict 
zones, as in the sewing business started by Kamila Sidiqi in Afghanistan, 
who was featured in the book, The Dressmaker of Khair Khana.35 
Likewise, Afghan women formed a business called DOTSI -connoting 
the term friendship in Dari- that successfully sells soccer balls.36 

In providing training in relation to entrepreneurship, it is 
important to find partners with track records of success as well as 
catering training in relation to local requirements. For instance, the 
“most popular sectors that Liberian women are seeking skills training 
in are restaurants, catering, retail, agribusiness, and tailoring.”37 “In 

                                                      
33 Lakshimi Iyer and Indhira Santos, Ibid, p. 19. 
34 Ibid 
35 “In Kabul a ‘dressmaker’ sows entrepreneurial seeds”, Morning edition, National 
public radio, 2011, March 11. Retrieved from http://www.npr.org/2011/03/15 
/134533995/in-kabul-a-dressmaker-sows-entrepreneurial-seeds (Access date: 20 
September 2012). 
36 “Fair trade soccer ball”, (n.d.). Global good partners. Retrieved from 
http://www.globalgoodspartners.org/cart/details.cfm?prodid=628. (Access date: 20 
September 2012). See also “The DOTSI soccer ball story”, Bpeace Blog, 2010, 
November 26. Retrieved from http://blog.bpeace.org/?p=1371 (Access date: 21 
September 2012). 
37 Gayle Tzemach Lemmon, Ibid, p. 12. 
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Afghanistan, the [10,000 women program] is administered through the 
Thunderbird School of Global Management and the American 
University of Afghanistan (AUAF). The most popular sectors among 
women entrepreneurs are construction, food production, and 
handicrafts (i.e., woodworking and silk). The program aims to train 
300 women in 5 years.”38 

Tourism, while obviously a stronger contributor to growth 
during peacetime has some dimensions of peace building -reconciliation 
and socio-economic foundations- that has attractiveness as a conflict 
wanes. For instance, in post-conflict Rwanda, the tourism sector 
quickly became the country’s leading foreign exchange earner.39 Still, 
“revenues gained in tourism typically decrease in the event of an 
armed conflict, for the simple reason that tourists are not inclined to 
spend their leisure time in a dangerous and potentially life-threatening 
environment.”40 

Entities Promoting Business in Conflict Zones 

There are various activities companies that operate in conflict 
zones can commence in order contribute to promoting business,      
such as: 

• Undertake an extensive assessment of the needs and risks 
inherent in such areas of operation 

• Resolve disputes within communities constructively and 
rapidly 

• Adopt international best practices in relation to the hiring of 
security professionals 

                                                      
38 Ibid 
39 Rina M. Alluri, “The role of tourism in post-conflict peace-building in Rwanda”, 
Swiss Peace Foundation, 2009 December. Retrieved from http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/ 
Digital-Library/Publications/Detail/?ots591=0c54e3b3-1e9c-be1e-2c24-
a6a8c7060233&lng=en&id=111583 (Access date: 22 September 2012). 
40 Ulrike Joras, Ibid, p. 2. 
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• Shun providing funds or assistance to armed groups 

• Avoid be complicit with human rights violators 

• Prohibit participation in bribery and corrupt actions 

• Consult and communicate with local communities 

• Ensure that actions take into consideration the operating 
environment 

• Promote collaboration with civil society and international 
organizations41 

Special economic safe zones, modeled after special economic 
zones (SEZs), offer duty-free imports, solid infrastructure, with a goal 
of encouraging exports.42 “SEZs have been established in several post-
conflict countries, including Cambodia and Mozambique, where they 
have helped attract foreign investors and spur job creation. In 
Cambodia, for example, export processing zones have been associated 
with the country’s impressive job creation performance after the war, 
especially among women”.43  

There are a number of governmental organizations that aid in 
contributing economic vitality, such as: 

The U.S. Department of Defense’s Task Force for Business and 
Stability Operations (TFBSO or Task Force), which seeks “to reduce 
violence, enhance stability, and restore economic normalcy in areas 
where unrest and insurgency have created a synchronous downward 
spiral of economic hardship and violence. TFBSO creates stabilization 
by developing economic opportunities through a range of efforts, 
including encouraging investment by U.S. and international businesses, 

                                                      
41 “Guidance on responsible business in conflict-affected and high-risk areas: a 
resource for companies and investors”, United Nations global compact office, 2010. 
Retrieved from http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/issues_doc/Peace_and_ 
Business/Guidance_RB.pdf (Access date: 23 September 2012). 
42 Lakshimi Iyer and Indhira Santos, Ibid, p. 20. 
43 Ibid. 
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developing a country’s natural resources in a way that is economically 
sound and environmentally responsible, and assisting industrial 
development and agricultural revitalization.”44 “TFBSO had ample 
successes while it operated in Iraq, and, presently provides important 
economic development activities in Afghanistan. More specifically, 
TFBSO have been primarily concentrated in the minerals, energy, 
indigenous industries, agriculture, and information technology sectors 
of the Afghan economy.”45 

Non-governmental organizations that assist in economic 
development globally include: the World Bank, International Monetary 
Fund, International Finance Corporation, regional development banks 
(i.e., Asian Development Bank, African Development Bank, Latin 
American Development Bank), among others.46 Also, national finance 
and development institutions (i.e., Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation, U.S. Agency for International Development, DEG, and 
COFIDES) succor in economic development.47 

                                                      
44 Task Force of Business and Stability Operations, web site: http://tfbso.defense.gov/ 
www/index.aspx (Access date: 23 September 2012). 
45 Ibid. 
46 World Bank web site: http://www.worldbank.org/ (Access date: 24 September 
2012); International Monetary Fund, web site: http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm 
(Access date: 24 September 2012); International Finance Cooperation, web site: 
http://www1.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/corp_ext_content/ifc_external_corporate_site/h
ome (Access date: 24 September 2012); Inter-American Development Bank, web site: 
www.iadb.org (Access date: 24 September 2012); Asian Development Bank, web site: 
www.adb.org (Access date: 24 September 2012); African Development Bank Group, 
web site: www.afdb.org/en/ (Access date: 24 September 2012); Islamic Development 
Bank, web site: www.isdb.org (Access date: 24 September 2012). 
47 U.S. Agency for International Development, web site: http://www.usaid.gov/ 
(Access date: 25 September 2012); Overseas Private Investment Cooperation, web site: 
http://www.opic.gov/ (Access date: 26 September 2012); Deutsche Investitions- und 
Entwicklungsgesellschaft mbH (DEG), web site: http://www.deginvest.de/ 
EN_Home/About_DEG/index.jsp (Access date: 27 September 2012); Compañía 
Española de Financiación del Desarrollo, COFIDES S.A., web site: 
http://www.cofides.es/english/Default.aspx (Access date: 01 October 2012). 
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Also, there are various non-profit organizations that undertake 
economic development and business accelerator activities in conflict 
zones and developing countries including: 

• Mercy Corps - “Our economic development projects provide 
financing, equipment, training or technical support. These projects help 
people find jobs, build their businesses, supply their communities with 
the goods they need and improve their lives.”48 Also, “Mercy Corps-
sponsored microfinance institutions, savings and credit cooperatives, 
loan-guarantee programs, and technical support reach more than one 
million people in over a dozen countries.”49  

* Bpeace - “It is a non-profit coalition of business professionals 
offering pro-bono access to our expertise, technical assistance, 
networks and proven methodologies to help entrepreneurs expand their 
businesses into sustainable and profitable enterprises. We select 
motivated entrepreneurs we call Fast Runners to receive access to our 
services.” The organization operates in Afghanistan and Rwanda, and 
plans to initiate activities in Bosnia and El Salvador.50 

* Cherie Blair Foundation - “We invest in women entrepreneurs 
so they can build and expand their businesses - and in doing so benefit 
not only themselves but also their families and communities. The 
Foundation focuses its efforts on Africa, Asia and the Middle East in 
countries where women have made strides in education and have the 
potential to succeed in business but lack the necessary support.”51 

* The Small Enterprise Impact Investment Fund increases access 
of capital to small and medium-sized enterprises (SME) in developing 

                                                      
48 Mercy Corps, Economic Development, web site: http://www.mercycorps.org/ 
topics/economicdevelopment (Access date: 02 October 2012). 
49 Mercy Corps, Micro Enterprise, web site: http://www.mercycorps.org/ 
topics/microenterprise (Access date: 02 October 2012). 
50 The Bpeace Multiplier Effect, web site: http://www.bpeace.org/about-us/impact.html 
(Access date: 03 October 2012). 
51 Cherie Blair Foundation for Women, web site: http://www.cherieblair 
foundation.org/about-us (Access date: 03 October 2012). 



Dean C. ALEXANDER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
Security 

Strategies 

Year: 8 

Issue: 16 

countries.52 

* Business Edge, part of the International Finance Corporation, 
training seminars and self-study books for mangers and business 
owners of small and medium-size companies in developing countries.53  

A multitude of partnerships among and between government, 
business, business associations, and nongovernmental institutions have 
developed in promoting commerce and assuaging the levels of conflict. 
Such relationships have also fostered the development and adherence 
by many companies to voluntary codes of conduct connected with their 
business activities. Also, these “partnerships have helped businesses 
understand the role they play in areas like human rights, equity and 
violent conflict as well as helped setting standards of behavior.”54 

Conclusion 

While peace aids in nations in achieving economic prosperity, 
conflict undermines such efforts. Although obstacles exist for 
businesses to flourish, especially in conflict zones, industry manages to 
excel nevertheless. In fact, diverse entrepreneurial successes occur 
across a variety of sectors, even in conflict zones. There are many 
domestic, regional, and international governmental, non-governmental, 
and private sector entities that encourage and facilitate commerce in 
conflict zones. In order to ensure economic development is accelerated 
in conflict zones, it is imperative that such organizations are allowed to 
play a constructive role in transforming conflict zones into post-
conflict zones. 

                                                      
52 “SEIIF - Oxfam and Symbiotics target investment industry with new SME fund”, 
Press Release, Oxfam Press Office and Symbiotics Group, 2012 January 12. Retrieved 
from http://www.symbioticsgroup.com/news/latest-news/seiif-oxfam-and-symbiotics-
target-investment-industry-with-new-sme-fund (Access date: 03 October 2012). 
53 Business Edge (International Finance Cooperation), web site: 
http://www.businessedge-me.com/cms.php?id=about_be_what_is_business_edge 
(Access date: 03 October 2012). 
54 Tobias Evers, Ibid, p. 17. 
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ÖZET 

Barış, ulusların ekonomik kalkınmalarına yardımcı olurken 
çatışma ise kalkınma çabalarını olumsuz etkilemektedir. Ticari yatırım, 
güvence ve istikrardan fayda sağlamaktadır. Barış dönemi boyunca 
ekonomik refah düzeyi yükselmekte ve ticaret daha verimli bir hâle 
gelmektedir. Dahası, “ticaret, etnik farklılık, din veya diğer muhtemel 
bölücü faktörleri gözetmeden, toplum içinde iletişimi kolaylaştırıp 
dayanışma oluşturarak çatışmaları önlemeye yardımcı olabilmektedir.” 

Barış, devletlerin ekonomik refahı yakalamasına yardımcı 
olurken, çatışma ortamı bu tür çabaları baltalamaktadır. Özellikle 
çatışma bölgelerinde ticaretin gelişmesine yönelik engeller mevcut 
olmasına rağmen, sanayi çevresi bunların üstesinden gelmeyi 
başarmaktadır. Aslında, çatışma bölgesinde bile değişik sektörlerde 
girişimcilerin başarısı görülmektedir. Çatışma bölgelerindeki ticareti 
teşvik eden ve kolaylaştıran birçok yerli, bölgesel ve uluslararası 
resmi, gayrıresmî ve özel sektör kuruluşları mevcuttur. Çatışma 
bölgesindeki ekonomik gelişmenin hızlandırıldığından emin olmak 
maksadıyla, bu gibi kuruluşların çatışma bölgesini, çatışma sonrası 
bölgesine dönüştürmede yapıcı bir rol oynaması zorunludur. 
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