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I t w i l l be useful f r o m the sociological po in t o f v iew to pay at­
tent ion to the re lat ionship between the social changes and. the lea­
dership or social classes i n M . K.'s Turkey . 

I f one wants to explain the process of social changes i n Turkey 
f o r m the po int of a theory of causal i ty one has t o take into consi-^ 
derat ion two types of fac tors : 

I — Ind iv idua l i s t i c factor (Leadership) 1 

I I — Social factor (Group, body, class, collective bodies) 

1 — I N D I V I D U A L I S T I C FACTOR 

I n the chapter deal ing w i t h the de f in i t ion of social changes and 
especially at the end of the historical preface, we have shown t h a t 
M. K.'s Turkey is closely related to M. K. h imsel f and t h a t i f i t 
were not f o r t h a t re lat ionship the changes i n question would not 
perhaps have taken place, i n the same direct ion and at the same 
speed. Therefore, there exists one undeniable l i nk between the Tur ­
k i s h social change and the leadership o f M . K. [*] . 

B u t as i t has been shown a t the in t roduct ion , t h i s re lat ionship 
m u i t be considered i n the l i g h t o f a chain of events occuring i n a 
cer ta in society at a cer ta in t ime i n the X I X t h century. M . K. being 

[1 ] and [2 ] See: Speech, by Musta fa Kema l , 1927, F r e n c h , German and 
E n g l ' s h translation. T h e memories of other leaders a rn ' t publ isher until now. 
F o r this point see: C. Sheri l l , T ro i s hommes, Roosvelt-Mussolini , Kema l , F r e n c h 
translat ion, Pa r i s , F l o n 1936. See our bibliography in : E s s a i sur l a transfor­
mat ion de code fami l ia l on Turquie, 1935, Pa r i s . 
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one of the l i nks of the chain, has served a complat ing job. I n other 
words, we are con f ront ing a l e a d e r i n a chain of leaders. 

i 

The re la t ion between an ind iv idua l l ike M. K. who plays the 
pr inc ipa l role and the social changes has been strengthend by the 
assistance to t h a t ind iv idual is t ic factor, of the influence of a group 
of indiv iduals . A t the beginning and d u r i n g the continuance o f the 
changes, some o f these indiv iduals have deserted or have been made 
to desert the leader, because of the differences of op in ion as to 
wha t d i rec t ion should be given to social changes. This phase con­
cerns those who wan t to investigate the po l i t i ca l parties, not u s [ 2 ] . 

Bo th the nat iona l and the fore ign researchers who have dealt 
w i t h social changes, so f a r have focused the i r a t tent ion on the 
leader only. The group of indiv iduals who have assisted the leader, 
and the i r par t i c ipa t i on i n the social changes have not yet been i n ­
vestigated. A n Amer ican Professor has conducted some research i n 
th i s f ie ld, b u t th i s has not been adequate also [ 3 ] . 

We wan t to po int ou t t h a t there has been an inte l lectual group 
consist ing of c i v i l servants who now and then have supplied M. K . 
w i t h inte l lectual assistance and support h i m i n the social changes 
of Kemal is t Turkey . Th is group is the he ir o f these persons who 
have worked a t the experiments of w e s t e r n i z a t i o n wh i ch 
has been go ing too f a r back, i f one takes into account only the f i r s t 
two decades o f the 20 th centuryone f inds who is the dominat ing 
leader of the t h i r d and f o r t u h decades of the same century. I n th i s 
connection one of the problems stressed bo th by nat ional and by 
fore ign th inkers is the re la t ion between Z. Gokalp and M. K., f i r s t 
a sociologist, second a soldier and a po l i t ic ian. W h a t is the i r rela­
t i on and t h e i r influence as to the real izat ion of the goal o f w e s ­
t e r n i z a t i o n as compared to each other ? This question has 
been answered i n two ways : 

1 — M . K, is much more far-s ighted i n w e s t e r n i z a t i o n 
processes and surpasses Z. Gokalp i n t h i s f ie ld, 

2 — Though Z. Gokalp has planned the process of w e s t e r ­
n i z a t i o n better, the decades (1920-30 ) and (1930-38 ) led by 

[3] See Donald E v e r e t t "Webster: T h e T u r k e y of Ataturlt , 1939, Ph i l a ­
delphia, p. 103. 
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M. K., where the radica l changes have taken place, have been fu l l y 
in t e rna l and external events wh i ch have made t h a t radical ism ne­
cessary. B u t the second M. K. period (1938-57) has caused some 
social changes, espacially those concerning ra l ig ious culture 
policy [*] . 

I I — SOCIAL FACTOR 

Wh i l e examining the factors of social change i n Turkey , one 
has to take in to consideration besides the ind iv idual is t ic factor , i n ­
ter - ind iv idua l i s t : c elements who assisting M . K „ the social factor 
wh ich consists of assisting indiv iduals . 

The s tat is t i ca l f igures wh ich help to enl ighten the T u r k i s h 
social s t ra t i f i ca t i on a t the t ime of the beg inning of M . K.'s Turkey , 
can be obtained 1 f r o m the 1927 census wh ich f igures T u r k i s h popu­
la t i on as 13 m i l l i on and f r o m other var ious sources : 

The table below is an experiment made f o r t h a t , purpose [ 5 ] : 

Population 
Social groups percentacp 

Peasants 81,6 % 
W o r k e r s 3,5 » 
Indust r i a l i s t s -Marchants -Ar t i sans 9 » 
C i v i l Servants ( M i L t a r y and Administ rat ive ) 4,89 » 

100 % 

A n y sociological de f in i t ions-concerning those f igures has t o 
consider these social groups : 

1 — Peasants, 2 — Bourgeoisie, 3 — C iv i l servants, 4 — Workers . 

[4 ] See U r i e l Heyd : Foundat ion of T u r k i s h National ism, 1950 London. 
F o r a general bibl iography about Z, Gi ikalp see: p. 174 of this ve ry interesting 
book. See : N. Berkes , Z. Gi ikalp, H i s contribution to T u r k i s h national ism, in 
«The Middle E a s t Journal», 1954, N. 4, p. 375. One can also see our: Z. Gokalp 
et sa sociologie, 1935, Pa r i s . 

I 

[5 ] See, Annua i re statistique, 1927, A n k a r a ( T u r k i s h ) . 
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Can the social groups wh i ch are included i n the process of so­
c ia l change i n Turkey be regarded as unit ies? I n other words, are 
these social classes related to social changes and i f so how can t h a t 
re lat ionship be established ? 

I n a l l social evolutions occur ing i n the Moslem countries of the 
Middle East i t is a social mistake to t a l k about we l l organised dif-
ferenciated and concious classes. Neverthless i t is possible to men­
t i on certains groups which show the tendency t o t rans form into a 
class. 

I — The Peasënt class and the social change : 

The T u r k i s h peasant class w h i c h is impo r t an t f r o m the point 
o f quant i t y , has importance not because o f class interests, but 
because of the p a r t i t played i n the struggle f o r l i f e and death. A l l 
the way down i n h is tory , inc lud ing the F i r s t W o r l d War , thé Tur ­
k i s h peasant has never shown the close interest to the T u r k i s h Na­
t i ona l Movement i n the years 1919-23. The peasant class wh ich had 
been used as a force i n the f o rmat i on o f the Empi re weakened and 
became smaller under the influence of external and in terna l factors 
and when these factors threatened the boundries o f the Homeland, 
Anato l ia , the Turk i sh peasant began as a u n i t y te feel the danger 
of existance very at hand. 

Tha t is w h y d u r i n g the t ime of the war of Indépendance (1919¬
23) and af terwards i n (1923 - 38) (1938 - 57) bo th M . K. and h is 
assistant leaders and the i r fol lowers used to have ta lks w i t h pea­
sants and had been fotographed w i t h them. This was something i m ­
possible to see i n Turkey before M. K, The expression used since 
1919 as «Peasant is the master o f the country» must not be regar­
ded mere ly as a phrase o f t en heard i n po l i t i ca l l i t e ra ture [*] . 

A s we have been exp la in ing every T u r k i s h social change holds 
as i t s a im the economic and cu l tura l interests of thé peasant t o ta l -
i t i y B u t there are also certa in changes wh i ch regard t h e i r a im the 
T u r k i s h peasant as a social class. These are : 

[6] See, The T imes ( T u r k i s h number ) , 9 August , 1938, See, "Webster's 
A ta tu rk , p. 133. 
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a) Change m fmcmciat policy : 

Before M . K. the peasant i n Turkey had to pay a t ax called 
«A'sar - The T i the Tax» under the Moslev Law. The T i the Tax had 
two characterist ics : 

1 — I t was collected by a tax-collector not by the state, 

2 — I t was pa id i n k i n d f r o m the agr i cu l tura l product. 

This t ax system wh ich placed the peasant i n a very d i f f i cu l t 
posit ion has been abolished i n Kemal is t Turkey [ T ] , A n d taxes d i ­
rected to u rban populat ion have saved the peasant f r o m a heavy 
tax burden. 

b) Change m admm&strative policy .', 

T u r k i s h vi l lages wh ich number over f o r t h y thousand, received 
an admin is t ra t i ve Statute f o r the f i r s t t ime and the f i r s t Vi l lage 
Code was published i n 1924. Since then the problems of t r a i n i n g 
admin is t ra t i ve elements i n the proper sense as an administrator , 
needed fo r the appl icat ion o f the «Village Code» has been empha­
sized qui te often. A f t e r the Second W o r l d War the establishment of 
an ^ Ins t i tu te o f Public Admin i s t ra t i ons attached to the Un ive rs i t y 
o f A n k a r a m i g h t be considered i n the l i gh t of t h a t change of 
opinion [*] . 

c) Cultural change : 

The greatest change wh i ch involves the peasant can be found 
i n the f i e ld o f «illiteracy». One of the ma in reasons of the changes 
connected w i t h the ins t i tu t ions of language and alphabet was t o 
provide an easy way of l earn ing t o read and wr i t e . I n the second 
M. K. period, a f ter 1939 vi l lage education has been handled sepa­
rate ly f r o m urban education, w i t h a l l the charasteristics, i n s t i t u ­
t i o n of education called «Village Ins t i tu t es * have been established 
t o t r a i n Students to conduct education i n the vil lages. Solely, these 

[7] See, E . Bisbee, T h e New T u r k i s h , Phi ladelphia, 1951. 
[8] T h i s institute is founded w i th the U . N. help, attached to the F a ­

culty of Po l i t ica l Sciences of the Un ive r s i t y of A n k a r a and is now indépen­
dant. See especia l ly : Studies in T u r k i s h local Government, 1955, published by 
the «Public adm. Ins . for T u r k e y and the Middle East». 
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ins t i tu t i ons are undergoing certain modi f icat ions w i t h i n the un i t y 
o f v i l lage an t o w n [ 8 ] , 

d) Economical change : 

Kemal is t Turkey, f o r the f i r s t t ime, has dealt w i t h vi l lage econ­
omy f r o m the po int o f v iew of a credi t pol icy and has established 
a cooperative system wh i ch aims to provide ag r i cu l tura l credi t and 
the sale of the ag r i cu l tura l export products [ 1 0 ] . The product ion 
pol icy wh ich had been ra ther neglected i n the f i r s t M . K. 's period, 
has been handled w i t h great, care i n the period 1938 - 57 and the use 
of machinery at ag r i cu l tura l product ion has been emphasized 
I n both periods the economical pol icy deal ing w i t h the peasant has 
brought the vi l lage i n touch w i t h the t own , la ter w i t h the nat ional 
economy and th rough the export products even w i t h the world 's 
economy [ 1 2 ] . I t has also changed the vi l lage bar ter system to a 
monetary exchange system. Many nat ional and fo re ign economist 
and sociologist have been observing and s tudy ing t h i s change of 
s t ruc ture and menta l i t y wh ich the Turk i sh vi l lage and the peasant 
are undergoing at the presant. 

e) Change m property rights : 

The feodal system which was practiced i n the west and i n ge­
neral i n the Eas t before the 19 t h century has always been unfa­
m i l i a r to the T u r k i s h social s t ructure . However Turkey had a t y ­
p ica l land regime, s imi lar to feodalism wh i ch could be called «The 
great landholder system». Peasants i n general used to cult ivate by 
way of lean o r changing system, the land the owners of wh ich l ived 
i n towns o r b i g cities. In, addi t ion to th i s the t i thes t ax wh i ch was 
po inted out above p u t the peasants i n a d i f f i cu l t posit ion. M . K.'s 

[9] See, L . W. Thomas : Pre face of «A . vi l lage in Anato l i a * , 1954, p. I X . 
[10] See: M. Colombain: Rappor t et avant projets des lois concernant 

l a cooperation en Turquie, 1950, A n k a r a (Publ icat ion du Ministère de I 'Eco- . 
nomie et du Commerce ) , p. 74. 

[11] See: R i c h a r d D. Robinson, T rac to r s in the vi l lage ( A study in 
T u r k e y ) , Jou rna l of f a r m economies', 1952, See too: H . Nichol ls : Agr icu l tura l 
investment in underdeveloped countries, 1955 in «American economic Review», 
N. 2. 

[12] See: R i cha rd D. Robinson, Report en T u r k i s h Economy, 1952, ( Tu r ­
k i s h t rans lat ion in «Türk Ekonomisi»). 
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. Turkey by abol ishing t h a t t a x l ightened the heavy burden of 
the peasant. B u t the pr inc ipa l problem a proper land re form started 
later i n 1945 by the po l i t i ca l pa r t y formed by M . K. and a «Toprak 
Kanunu - L a n d Law» was published. A s a land re form cannot be 
solved only by land d i s t r ibut i on , and the rush f r o m vi l lage to t own 
cannot be stopped, the most impo r t an t problem a t the present is 
centered around the necessity of equipping the peasant who has 
been given land w i t h protect ion means some way or agr i cu l tura l 
credit [ " ] . 

I n shor t the peasant has served i n the salvation and f o rmat i on 
of the nat iona l state : and new state i n exchange has fol lowed a 
policy o f social and economical changes directed towards vi l lage 
and peasant. 

Before M . K. 's period, many social re forms have been already 
realized, bu t none o f them was related d i rec t ly w i t h the vi l lage and 
espacially w i t h the psychological a t t i tude o f the vi l lagers. F i r s t i n 
the T u r k i s h social h i s to ry we see t h a t such interest appeared i n 
M. K.'s Turkey . A l l the pictures and monuments wh ich show us 
M . K. together w i t h v i l lagers who wear fes or abwvyu ( t i l l 1928) 
or ha t and cap (a f ter 1928) mean something t o us. 

This re la t ion between the social changes and the v i l lager class 
have two aspects. F i r s t posit ive. A l l the ju r id i ca l , economical and 
f inanc ia l re forms are realized under the motoe o f being a v i l lager 
or w o r k i n g fo r the vi l lagers. The v i l lagers have had the i r p ro f i t o f 
them, especially o f the f inanc ia l and adminis trat ive measures (Ab­
rogat ion o f a l l the heavy taxes, promulgat ion o f a law of v i l lage. . . 
etc.) Baside th is , there are negative relat ions wh ich appear i n the 
open o r hidden resistances against some ju r i d i ca l and rel ig ious re­
forms. The interest ing p a r t o f these two aspects of changes has 
been the object o f several publ icat ions wh ich represent i n the same 
t ime the trends o f though t of t h i s per iod [ 1 4 ] . 

@ 

[13] W. H . Mchoîls: Ag r i c . invest, in underd. Coun. ( T u r k i s h t rans la ­
tion in «İstanbul T i ca re t Odası Mecmuası, 1956, N. I ) , p. 57. 

[14] I n fact the problem of v i l lagers and that of vi l lages in general has 
started to be a social cause or question f irst under the new regime-. A l l the 
publications about this point t ake into account the distance between ideas 
wh i ch have oriented the leaders and the public administrators of the above 
mentioned changes and social real ity. Sec M. M a k a l : A vi l lage in Anatol ia , 
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IB — Social changes and the Turkish Bourgeaisie : 

F i r s t let us consider i f one can t a l k about a T u r k i s h bourgeoisie 
before or a f ter the f o rma t i on of M . K.'s Turkey. I n i t s Western 
conception a bourgeoisie has never been present i n Turkey. The 
T u r k i s h smal l enterpreuneurs and the art isans who nUight have 
give rise to a bourgeoisie class were not present. 

The Western Powers who had the Capitulat ions a t the i r 
disposal [ " ] . The Non-Moslem minor i t i es who had been act ing as 
middle-men f o r the extension w i t h East and the Middle East, o f the 
Western indus t r i a l and commerc ia l capi ta l ism since the 18th cen­
t u r y , began to f o r m a commercial bourgeoisie d u r i n g the 19th cen­
t u r y [ » ] . 

However th i s bourgeoisie has never played a posit ive par t i n 
Turkey either before M . K. or la ter i n the processes of T u r k i s h 
social t rans format ion . On the cont rary i t s role has been rather ne­
gative. The bourgeois minor i t i es have acted almost as the represen­
tat ives of the western countries who were always af ter «The sick 
M a n o f Europe» and t r i ed to prepare the heritage of t h a t Sick Man. 

Neverthless there existed some T u r k i s h art isans and small 
merchants groups who worked i n the in te r i o r o f Tu rkey and com-
plated the commercial w o r k o f the bourgeois minor i t i es dealing i n 
the b i g T u r k i s h cit ies l ike 8elamdca, ïzmkr, îstanbwï, Samstm, îsk&n-
derxm w i t h impor ts f r o m Europe. A f t e r these minor i t i es were sent 
away f r o m Anato l ia , these two groups — the art isans and the small 
local merchants — hav ing the tendancy to develop, were welcomed 
as the corner stones of a new T u r k i s h bourgeois class at the be­
g inn ing of Kemal is t Turkey [ " ] . A bourgeois class wh i ch wou ld be 
understood i n th i s sense has assisted i n the social changes. B u t t h i s 
assistance is not the k i n d of social and po l i t i ca l help of a new so-

E n g l i s h ( 1 9 5 4 - F o r the negative aspect of socia l changes ) , See Donald E . 
Webster : T h e T u r k e y of A ta turk , Phi lade lphia ( 1 9 3 9 - F o r the positive aspect 
of social changes ) . 

[15] See, Enge lha rd t : L a Turqu ie et le Tanz imat , 1882, Par is , p. 72. 
[16] See, G. Ke s s l e r : D ie soziale c lassen in E u r o p a und in Orient, in 

«Revue Turque de sociologie: is-Action», 1936, N. 5. 
[17] See D. Ta f t : Internat iona l Migration, 1955 New -York , p. 120. 
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c ia l class hav ing a class conciousness. I t only consists o f inspired 
elements submerged i n the un i t y o f T u r k i s h people as a whole. 

B u t between the f i r s t congress o f Economy (1923) and the se­
cond one i n 1930 pr ivate sector d i d not show any s ign of improve­
ment [ 1 8 ] , ^ . n d for 1 the problems of the capita l f o rmat i on and i n ­
dus t r i a l investment a l l hopes were centered around the presence of 
one enterprenneur, namely the State. I n 1930 economical etat ism 
and state capita l ism were born not as a resul t o f a po l i t i ca l or eco-
namical doctr ine, but, because of the preva i l ing condit ions i n the 
country and the lack of possibil it ies [ 1 9 ] . The economical etat ist 
policy of the f i r s t M . K. period brought about results wh i ch m i g h t 
be considered educational f o r the second M. K. period. The g row ing 
up of a class of pr ivate enterprenneurs wh ich capi ta l o r w i t h the 
convict ion o f the necessity of capi ta l f o rmat i on and hav ing econo­
mica l dr ives and notions, can be said to be one of these educational 
results. 

I n short , a bourgeoisis i n the western sense wh i ch could i n f l u ­
ence social changes, has not been present i n Turkey . B u t there has 
been a cer ta in k i n d o f bourgeoisie w h i c h formed the cornerstones 
of a nat ion f i g h t i n g a l i f e and death batt le . Th i s weak bourgeoisie 
has strengthened between the years 1923 - 46 and begun to help 
the l ibera l economy of a new po l i t i ca l p a r t y e.g. Democratic Par ty , 
r e l y ing o n t h a t class since 1946 [ a ° ] , 

HI — The civil servants class and social changes: 

I n general c i v i l servant i n the East is not merely a public ad­
min i s t ra to r and a member of a group who per forms publ ic services, 
but i t also f o rms the intellectual-class of the country i n q u e s t i o n ^ 1 ] . 
I t can be said t h a t an elite group besides c i v i l servants is non-exis¬
tant . Th i s is also t rue fo r Turkey before M . K. 

[18] See, A . H . Hanson, Report on the T u r k i s h state enterprises. . . , 
1954, ( T u r k i s h translat ion by the Inst i tute of Pub l ic Administ rat ion of A n k a r a ) 

[19] See, Orhan Conker : Redressement économique et industrial isation 
de l a nouvelle Turquie, 1937, p. 95. 

[20] See, T a n k Z' T u n a y a : Pol i t ica l parties in T u r k e y (Tt t rk ish ) , 1952. 
[21] See, M. Khaddur i : The role of the Mi l i ta ry in Middle Eastpol i t ics , 

in «The A m e r i c a n Pol i t ica l Science Review», 1953, June. See S. F . p. 
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C i v i l servant when considered w i t h th i s characterist ics occu­
pies a very impor tan t place i n the process of social evolut ion i n 
Turkey. When the a r m y whose role we have pointed out a t the be­
g inn ing of our paper, wou ld be included i n the c i v i l servant group 
i n a broader sense, one could r i g h t l y t a l k about a c i v i l servant class-
consisting o f t w o secondary groups, one m i l i t a r y , the o ther c iv i l . 
M. K. born i n 1881 i n Selonica in to a f am i l y hav ing an army of f ic ier 
as a grand-father and a custom's o f f i c ia l as a father, is a t yp i ca l 
representative of the T u r k i s h c i v i l servants class composed of m i ­
l i t a r y and c i v i l elements [ 2 a ] . 

Th is social group wh ich was born i n the 19th century w i t h the 
foundat ion of a modern state and government organizat ion, and 
always regarded by the mass as a representative of w e s t e r n i ­
z a t i o n can be said to p lay the par t o f a sole effector o f the 
changes wh ich took place d u r i n g the evolut ionary period fo l lowing 
the impor tan t dates l ike 1839 (Tanz imat ) , 1876 ( F i r s t Const i tu­
t i o n ) , 1908 (Second Const i tu t i on ) , 1923 (New regime) and has been 
the only center of support f o r these changes. B u t the importance of 
the role i t played between the years 1923-38 is beyond comparision. 
I t is th i s group who understood the meaning of the w e s t e r n i ­
z a t i o n processes undertaken and supported the leader i n th i s 
endeavour. D u r i n g t h a t t ime c i v i l servant group itself , too has un ­
dergone an evolution pecul iar to itself , wh i ch can be explained i n 
the fo l l owing way : 

a) A f t e r Turkey had regained peace by the Lausanne Treaty, 
some o f the h i gh and middle m i l i t a r y of f ic ia ls who were already 
per fo rming c i v i l duties became c i v i l i a n s as desired (The process of 
t r a i n i n g of the m i l i t a r y group in to c i v i l i ans ) . M . K. himsel f headed 
th i s group [ 2 3 ] , 

B ) Kemal is t Tu rkey as p a r t y and government t r y i n g to com­
pensate f o r the weakness o f pr ivate enterprise sector practiced a 
pol icy of economical e tat ism. 

A n d as a result, c i v i l servants who worked at the state enter­
prises gained an economical i n i t i a t i v e wh ich made possible the 

[22] See, G. Sheri l l , p. 50. 
[23] See, P . G. F r a n k , in S. P., p. 1 4 7 - 1 6 0 . 
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t r ans i t i on f r o m state economy to pr ivate enterprise when necessary 
(The process of prov id ing t r a i n i n g f o r pr ivate enterprise th rough 
etatism,) 

C) The f o rmat i on of the nucleus of a t yp i ca l bourgeois class 
i n Tu rkey where indus t r i a l and commercial bourgeois class was 
non-existant (The process of f o rmat i on of a bourgeois class th rough 
c i v i l servant) 

D ) The T u r k i s h Armenians who had cooperated w i t h Russia 
dur ing the f i r s t W o r l d War and the Turk i sh Greeks who had wor­
ked f o r .Greece d u r i n g the W a r of Independence (1919 -1923) were 
made to leave T u r k i s h towns, except Istanbul , A s a result , the i r 
place has been taken up by a developing T u r k i s h bourgeois class 
(The process of replacement of the non-Moslem bourgeois class by 
a new bourgeoisie g rowing ou t of c i v i l servants and sometimes of 
the great landholders) [ 2 5 ] . 

I n short, the c i v i l servants group who worked i n the adminis­
t r a t i on of governmental services together w i t h these who served i n 
the state economical sector, assisted i n a l l k inds o f westernizat ion 
undertakings. Sometimes th i s assistance consisted of services but 
at other t imes i t has been a l l sorts o f ef forts to t h a t effect. W i t h o u t 
these e f forts — b o t h a du ty and outside of d u t y — of the T u r k i s h 
c i v i l servants, the real izat ion of T u r k i s h social changes can be said, 
to have been impossible. Many of the re form operations were made 
to s t a r t f r o m c i v i l servants ( L i k e re forms i n a t t i r e and hat , change 
i n alphabet.. . etc. ) . These re forms were planned to be appear to the 
other groups th rough them. 

The' influence of the c i v i l servant group i n the social s t r a t i f i ­
cat ion of the present T u r k i s h society is a social event w o r t h inves­
t i g a t i n g separately as a very in teres t ing sociological problem. 

IV — Social change and Turkish working class : 

F i r s t o f a l l i t is necessary to po int out t h a t a T u r k i s h social 
evolution does no t require to take in to consideration organized so­
cial classes and the d i f f e rent ia l re lat ionship of d i f f e rent social clas-

[24.] See, Ch . I ssav i , in S. F., p. 117. 
[25] See, Repor t of A . H . Hansen, T u r k i s h translation, p. 13. 



T h e Socia l Strat i f icat ion in T u r k e y 385 

ses, so the presence o f a di f ferenciated w o r k i n g class and i t s i n f l u ­
ence on social change cannot be ta lked about. 

Fo r the. other classes, one m i g h t perhaps ta lk about an inspired 
disorganized dif ferentiations, 1 but even t h i s poss ib i l i ty does not 
exist f o r T u r k i s h worker class. 

I n Kemal is t Turkey the workers consisted of peasants w i t h o u t 
lands, or w i t h a very l i t t l e land who went to w o r k seasonally i n the 
ag r i cu l tu ra l and rare ly i n the indus t r i a l areas and re turned to the i r 
vi l lages when the w o r k was f in ished Of these who worked i n 
E r e g l i c o a l m i n e s wh ich was then considered to be the only 
indus t r i a l area; and o f these who worked i n the b i g cit ies l ike Is­
tanbul , I z m i r a t streetcar and ra i lway companies, ag r i cu l tu ra l wor­
kers worked i n services of great landholders; coal miners and trans­
po r ta t i on workers worked fo r fore ign companies. There is no reason 
whatsoever t h a t a re lat ionship should be established between these 
workers and social changes. A t the most we may consider the sym­
pa thy of the new nat ional is t state f o r workers due to nat ianal ist ie 
ideology. 

Th i s one sided interest f r o m the top had s tar ted between the 
years 1919 - 23. A law of social policy was passed i n 1921 to protect 
the workers of E r e g l i c o a l mines who were being exploited 
by fore ign capital ists. 

Some preparat ions were done fo r a labor law i n a large prepa­
r a t i on wh i ch would include a l l k inds of workers. A s the result o f 
a l l these ef forts, the T u r k i s h labour law passed i n 1936 to­
wards the end of the f i r s t M . K. period [ 3 7 ] . A t one hand the former 
workers of fore ign ra i lway and streetcar and coal mine companies 
wh i ch were taken over by the state, on the other hand the new i n ­
dus t r i a l workers who sprang f o r t h t h r ough the movement of i n ­
dus t r i a l and economical etat ism emerging because of disorganized 
and ino f f i c ient pr ivate enterprise, indicate a tendancy to f o r m a 
di f ferenciated class. D u r i n g the second M. K. period nev labour and 

[26] See, our; «The workers of E r z u r u m , in Revue de l a Faculté des 
Sciences économiques», 1942. See, L e s problems du t rava i l en Turquie, 1950, 
Geneve, Publ icat ion du «Bureau international du travail». 

[27] See, G . Kess ler , Arbe i ts recht in der Türkei, 1936 in «t§-Action: 
Revue Turque de sociologie», N. 2. 
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labourer law fol lowed one another. I n 1946 a law fo r the etablish-
ment of a labour M i n i s t r y —someth ing a l t oge the r new fo r Tur ­
k e y — again i n 1945 an insurance law fo r labour accidents, occupi-
t i ona l disease and motherhood; i n 1946 labour and employment l aw ; 
1947 Workers and Employers Trade unions law were passed [ 2 8 ] . 

The last one is very s igni f icant f r o m the po int of v iew of re­
la t ion and influence between the T u r k i s h w o r k i n g class and social 
changes. The nat iona l state by i tse l f is prepar ing organizations and 
laws wh i ch o f an organizedand di f ferenciated w o r k i n g class, b u t 
f o r sat is fy ing the desires of the inte l lectual i n the endeavour of 
w e s t e r n i z a t i o n . However, d u r i n g the second M . K. period, 
specially since the end of the Second W o r l d War, labour unions 
the i r number suddenly increasing, passed in to an active state f r o m 
a passive one. I n t h i s way one-sided re la t ion is becomong ra ther 
two-sided. The i r number being ever four hundred, the Labour 
Unions at the present have a Na t i ona l Labour Confederation of 
the i r own and establish re la t ion w i t h s imi lar in ternat iona l organi­
zations. 

V — Intellectuals and social changes : 

The problem o f re la t ion between the social classes and the so­
cia l changes leads us to the f o l l ow ing sociological conclusions: i n a 
society of non-dif ferenciated classes nat ional changes result i n i n ­
f luencing the b i r t h and the development of classes wh ich tend to 
become dif ferenciated. The f i r s t and second Kemal is t Turkey pe­
r iods can be characterized by th i s point . The f i r s t M. K. period 
( 1 9 1 9 - 2 3 - 3 8 ) has prepared the way fo r a socially dif ferenciated, 
w e s t e r n i z e d Turkey o f the second period (1938 - 57) . I n th i s 
preparat ion w o r k T u r k i s h intel lectuals have the leading role. 

I t is possible to t a l k about the presence o f an inte l lectual group 
i n Turkey outside of a m i l i t a r y and c i v i l servants groups. I n a des­
cr ip t i on about the beginning of Kemal is t Turkey , groups wh ich can 
be qua l i f i ed as inte l lectual are the fo l l owing : 

1 — C i v i l servants dealing w i t h public adminis t rat ion, 

2 — Lawyers and doctors not employed i n state servics, 

[28] See, our: L e syndical isme en Turquie, Conférence fa te à F «Insti­
tut des sciences économiques appliquées» de Pa r i s en 1950 (Unpubl ished) . 
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3 — The Moslem clergy. 

The f i r s t o f these groups has been considered before, the last 
group is impo r t an t f r o m the po int o f being able to fo l low the pro­
cess of social changes. 

a) D u r i n g the c r i t i ca l per iod j u s t before the changes had 
started bo th «Medrese - Moslem colleges* and «Ulemas - Moslem 
theologians» o r «Tekke - Convents o f Dervishes* and «Sheikhs -

» were included i n the nat ional un i t y . Some fotographs 
of 1919-1924 show M . K. together w i t h these two groups of r e l i ­
gions intel lectuals. 

b) When the f i r s t steps o f w e s t e r n i z a t i o n and secu­
lar i zat ion were taken after 1924, there started a conf l ict between 
«Medrese - Tekke» and M . K. On t h i s pomt is depending the closing 
up of Medrese, Tekke and the clearing of the f i r s t Na t i ona l As­
sembly "from these rel ig ious elements [ 2 9 ] . 

c) M . K. and his group o r p a r t y th rough a new Great Nat io ­
na l Assembly consist ing of elements wh ich d id not show any sign 
of resistance to social changes, w i l l apply social change measures 
to a l l mani festat ions of social l i fe . A t t h a t instance members of 
Medreses and Tekkes, and newly established progressive Republ i­
can Par t y wh i ch is presumed to cherish resistance w i l l be abolished 
and dissolved by var ioud laws and also opposit ion movements l ike 
Sheikh Sait Rebell ion (1925), the a t tempt assasinate to M.K. (1926), 
Menemen movement (1931) ; a l l these resistances have to be con­
sidered i n the l i g h t o f t h a t event [ 3 0 ] . 

Neverthless ulemas and sheikhs must no t be though t to oppose 
social change as a un i t y . A t M . K.'s mi l i eu , who knew how to ut i l ize 
mora l forces, one could f i n d people f r om the group of ulemas and 
sheikhs wear ing hats i n place of whi te , green, or black turbans and 
european a t t i r e i n place of re l ig ious rebes. So the f i r s t and second 
T u r k i s h inte l lectual group have supported the l e a d e r i n a l l so­
cia l shanges w h i c h took place i n Kemal is t Turkey. The names o f 
many of t h e m are involved i n the process of change [ 3 1 ] . 

[29] See. S. R . Sha fak : The c lergy in I s l am, in S. F . , p. 188. 
[30] F o r a l l these resistances See: Webster, p. 108 and Toynbee, p. 194. 
[31] T h i s group of Ulema and sheikh a re inspired f rom a philosophical 

conception of I s l a m i c religion. 
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Whi l e t a k i n g into consideration these groups w h i c h have i n ­
fluenced social changes, external ly o r together w i t h ind iv idua l fac­
tors and who later themselves were influenced by these changes is 
a po in t wh ich must be emphasized. Tha t these groups have to be 
handled not as i d e a l c l a s s e s defined by the sociology of so­
c ia l classes, b u t as a groups belonging to the T u r k i s h social struc­
ture and suitable f o r Turkey. Otherwise the characterist ics of 
s o c i a l r e a l i t y w i l l have been neglected by generalization, and 
as a resul t a w rong opinion w i l l be formed. These charasterist ics 
which we po in t ou t can be a s t a r t ing po in t f o r students and 
members o f the I . S. S. who m i g h t w i sh to formulate rat ional is t ic 
considerations. 

can say i n short t h a t each of a l l these changes have acqui­
red the character of an « S o c i a 1 i n s t i u t i o n », replacing 
the o ld ones. I f i t is r i g h t t h a t a social i n s t i t u t i o n i s «a funct iona l 
conf igurat ion of cu l tur patterns, inc lud ing actions, ideas, at t i tudes 
and cu l tu ra l equipment, wh ich possesses a certa in permanence and 
wh ich is intended to satisfy f e l t social needs, these changes are 
ge t t ing to be a pa r t o f th i s cul ture and penetrat ing into customs. 
However, any social change should not be regarded as a something 
done and accomplished, b u t as an occurance i n the process of t rans­
f o rmat i on viewed as a f rame or context. These frames are acquired 
contexts b u t t h e i r contents should be fol lowed w i t h the utmost at­
tent ion and sociological ins ight and modif icat ions, renevations have 
to be courageously undertaken when necessary. 


