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XX. YOZYILIN iLK CEYREGINDE GURCiISTAN'DAKI SiYASAL
BASKILAR
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ABSTRACT

On February 25, 1921 the Soviet Russia had occupied Georgia. After the establishment of
the Soviet rule, the country had undergone massive repressions, as the Bolshevik’s had
persecuted all the individuals with different political ideas. This was expressed in forms of
taking citizens rights of voting away from them (Sosiashvili, 2011:49), making them exile
or in certain occasions their physical liquidation. The Bolshevik terror has had struck upon
the higher circles of the society. The citizens, who had been deprived of the belongings,
were punished on the grounds of being "a nobleman and an enemy of the working class",
they were deprived of any property, houses, livestock, etc., The sources kept at the archives
gives us heavy and unvarnished information about the situation in Georgia. The Bolsheviks
took away the property of the Georgian noblemen and gave it to the state.The bolshevik
government also attacked the Orthodox Church along with other religious minorities
(Sosiashvili, 2014:224). During the 20s of the XX century more than 1000 churches had
been closed. Prior to the repressions in the country there had been approximately 1350
churches, where 1700 priests, 1527 monks and 280 nuns had served. The number had
decreased to couple of dozens (Japaridze, 2009:115).The presented sources allows us to see
the clear-cut picture about the repressions in the country during the | quarter of the XX
century, which had had an astonishing blow on the Georgian society. Unfortunately, the
Bolshevik terror had not stopped there, as it became regular to persecute citizens in the later
years, whereas the “Red Terror” took away the lives of many other innocent people.
Keywords:Georgia, occupation, Bolshevik government, Shida Kartli, repressions.

oz
25 Subat 1921°de Sovyet Rusya, Giircistan't isgal etti. Giircistan Demokratik Cumhuriyeti
Hiikiimeti tilkeyi terk etmek zorunda kaldi. Sovyet iktidarmin kurulmasindan sonra
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Bolsevikler tarafindan farkli siyasi diislincelerinden dolayr insanlara siddetli baskilar
uygulandi. Bundan sonra vatandaslarin oy kullanma haklari ellerinden alindi (Sosiashvili,
2011: 49). Insanlar siirgiin ve benzeri olaylarla da katledildiler. Bolsevik terdrii toplumun
en yiiksek c¢evrelerine kadar ulasti. Miilkiyetten yoksun birakilmis vatandaslar “iggi
siifinin  diismanlar’” ilan edildiler ve cezalandirildilar. Bunlar biitiin miilklerinden,
evlerden, hayvanlardan vb. mahrum edildiler. Arsivlerde muhafaza edilen kaynaklardan
donemin Giircistan’inda ne kadar zor bir durumun var oldugu ¢ok net anlagilmaktadir.
Bolsevikler, Giircii soylularin miilklerine el koydular ve bu mallar1 hazineye devrettiler.
Ayrica, Bolsevik Hiikiimeti, diger dini azinliklarin yani1 sira Ortodoks Kilisesine de saldirdi
(Sosiashvili, 2014: 224). 1920'lerde 1000'den fazla kilise kapatildi. Baskilardan once,
iilkede 1700 papaz, 1527 rahip ve 280 rahibenin hizmet verdigi 1350 kilise vardi ve
bunlarm biiyiik kismi1 kapatildi (Dzhaparidze, 2009: 115). Sunulan kaynaklar, 20. yiizyilin
ilk ¢eyreginde tlkedeki baskilarin Giircistan toplumuna ne kadar carpici bir darbe
vurdugunu net bir sekilde gostermektedir. Ne yazik ki, Bolsevik terorii bu noktada durmadi
ve sonraki yillarda vatandaslara yapilan ziilim daha fazla yayginlasti, “Kizil Ter6r” birgok
masum insanin hayat hakkini elinden aldi. Bolsevik ter6rii Giircli toplumunun yetismis
insan giiclinil yok etti. Dénemin yaralar1 birgok ailenin hayatini tamamen etkiledi.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Giircistan, Isgal, Bolsevik hiikiimeti, Sida Kartli, Baski.

AHHOTAIIUA

25 despans 1921 roma Coerckas Poccusi okkynupoana I'pysuto.Ilocie ycraHoBneHus
COBETCKOH BJAcTH CTpaHa MOABEPIVIACH MAaCCOBBIM  PEHPECCHUsIM,  OOJBIIEBUKU
IIpeciIeIOBaIM BCEX JIIOJEH C pa3iIMYHBIMU MOIMTHYECKUMH HAEIMH.DTO BBIPaXajaoch B
¢dopmax numieHus rpaxaan mpasa ronoca (CocuamBwmim, 2011: 49), u3rHanus wiu B
HEKOTOPBIX CIIydasx UX (U3MYEeCKON JIMKBUIAIMU. BONbIIEBUCTCKUIT TEppOp OOPYIIUICS Ha
BBICHIME KpYyrd ooOuiecTBa. [paxkaaHe, KOTOpble ObUIM JIMIIEHBI HMYILIECTBA, OBLIH
HaKa3aHbl 33 TO, YTO OHU SIBJSUIMCH “‘IBOPSHAMH M Bparamu pabouero kiacca’”, OHH ObLIH
JIMLICHBl BCSIKOW COOCTBEHHOCTH, JOMOB, CKOTa W T. O. McTouHMKH, XpaHsmuecs B
apxuBax, JalT HaMm uHpopmanuio o Tsokénol curyarmu B ['py3un.bonbineBuku 3abpanu
HMYILECTBO TPY3UHCKUX JIBOPSIH M HALMOHATM3UPOBAIH. BONBIIEBUCTCKOE NMPABUTEIHCTBO
Takke Hanano Ha IIpaBocnaBHyro ILlepkoBb Hapsamy C JpYyrUMH  PEIMTHO3HBIMU
menpmmHcTBaMU (CocuamBunu, 2014: 224). B teuenne 20-x rogoB XX Beka OBLIO
3akpeiTo Ooee 1000 mepkseii.JJo penpeccuii B cTpaHe HacUMTBHIBAIOCH OKoio 1350
nepkseit, rae cayxmna 1700 cBsamenHukoB, 1527 monaxoB n 280 MOHaXWHB, UX HYHCIIO
COKPaTHJIOCh O HECKOmbKHX jgecatkoB ([xamapumse, 2009:115). IlpencraBieHHbIe
WCTOYHMKHU TIO3BOJIIOT HaM YBHJETh YETKYIO KapTHHY PEIpEecCHil B CTpaHe B TeueHHE |
kBapTana XX Beka, KOTOpble HaHECH MOPa3UTENbHBINA yaap 1Mo rpy3suHcKoMy obmectBy. K
COXKAJICHUIO, OOJIBIIEBUCTCKUA TEPpOp Ha OTOM HE OCTAaHOBHWICS, IIOCKONBKY B
TIOCJIEAYIONINE TOAbI CTAaJO OOBIYHBIM JEJIOM IIPECIEAOBATh T'PaXJaH, B TO BPEMS Kak
“KpacHBIN Teppop”’ YHEC JKU3HM MHOTHX JPYTUX HU B YEM HE MIOBHHHBIX JIOICH.
KuroueBsie ciioBa: I'py3us, OKKymanusi, OONBIIEBUCTCKOE MPpaBUTENbCTBO, [nma Kaptim,
pernpeccuy.

Introduction

On February 25, 1921 the Soviet Russia had occupied Georgia. After the
establishment of the Soviet rule, the country had undergone massive repressions, as
the Bolshevik’s had persecuted all the individuals with different political ideas.
This was expressed in forms of taking citizens rights of voting away from them
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(Sosiashvili, 2011:49), making them exile or in certain occasions their physical
liquidation. The Bolshevik terror has had struck upon the higher circles of the
society. The citizens, who had been deprived of the belongings, were punished on
the grounds of being "a nobleman and an enemy of the working class", they were
deprived of any property, houses, livestock, etc., The sources kept at the archives
gives us heavy and unvarnished information about the situation in Georgia. The
Bolsheviks took away the property of the Georgian noblemen and gave it to the
state. This could be imagined on the example of village Akhalkalaki, located in one
of the regions of Georgia, Shida Kartli. On March 3, 1923 there had been a meeting
in Akhalkalaki community, where citizen Liza Tarkhnishvili lost her house. Her
house had been described as a "work of art” and due to this "reason™ the house
became the state property. The previous owner of the house had been given one
room, in order to look after the building; however, she did not have any ownership
rights over the house (Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive,
Fund, N3; Case N 25, Description N1:22). It is paradoxical that Bolsheviks had
used to lease the buildings on previous owners. During the same meeting, Makine
and Petre Tsereteli’s had been deprived of the house. Their property had been
given to Akhalkalaki community (Regional body of Georgian National Archives,
Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Case N 25, Description N1: 68) The same decision had
been made in reference to Guramishvili’s house (Regional body of Georgian
National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Case N 25, Description N1:23).
Goglika Tarkhnishvili and his brothers had also been deprived of their house and
respectively it had become a property of the local community(Regional body of
Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Case N 25, Description
N1:54).

Methods

The current article usesnot only on the empirical, but also on pure
theoretical methodology, such as generalization, analysis, synthesis, abstraction,
comparison, systemic approach. Comparative-historical method and causal-effect
analysis used in the research process combines all kinds of theoretical methodology
listed above.

Discussion

The presidium of Executive Committee of Akhalkalaki community
deprived former Colonel Estate Tarkhan-Mouravi (son of Dimitri) a house and a
two-stone windmill, which after a certain time had been returned to the owner. The
reasoning behind the return of the windmill to the owner was that, the ownder had
built it during the soviet period. Revaz Eeristavi’s house had been taken from him
and given to the local school in village Doesi (Regional body of Georgian National
Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Case N 25, Description N1:57). As according to
the decision of the of Executive Committee of Akhalkalaki community on March
23, 1923 Gigo Javakhishvili had been deprived of his property. In the text of the
decision, we read: “During the hearing, the Revolutionary Committee of village
Khovle had presented a transcript about Gigo Javakhishvili’s case, upon which a
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decision had been made by the presidium, to seize his property in favor of the
community and to leave only two rooms and a kitchen. Whereas, he had also been
deprived of a grand piano and windmills and respectively turn into the possession
of the Executive Committee, located in villages Tchkopiani and Zemi Khandaki in
order to strengthen the communal earnings (Regional body of Georgian National
Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Case N 25, Description N1:54).

The Bolshevik repressions put a hard mark on Georgian “Inteligentsia”, on
scholars, writers and statesmen. They had been deprived of their belongings
without any legal grounds. We have encountered an interesting document in
reference to lvane Javakhishvili, the founder of Georgian historical sciences and
Thilisi state University, whose belongings also had been confiscated. On March 3,
1923 the Executive Committee of village Akhalkalaki had deprived Ivane
Javakhishvili a house in his home village Khovle. In the transcripts of the decision
of the committee, we read: “A transcript of the Presidium of the Executive
Committee of Akhalkalaki Community of March 3, 1923 about the case of Ivane
and Giorgi Javakhishvili’s property. During the community hearing, the building of
the village Khovle school, which belonged to Javakhishvili family, represented an
utter necessity for the community and therefore, Javakhishvili’s had been deprived
of the building and it had, subsequently been given to Khovle school, under the
regulation of the Executive committee”.

The document was signed by the head of the Executive Committee
Chitiashvili and secretary Mezurnovi. As according to the document, the meeting,
where Ivane Javakhishvili had been deprived of his house took place on March 3,
1923, whereas the official transcript had been made on April 15, 1924 (Regional
body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Case N 25,
Description N1:21). We do not encounter any information about the persons, who
executed the decision of the committee, however, according to other sources, we
see that a special group of officials had been established, who was in charge of
developing transcripts about the deprived property of the citizens. We can imagine
such a situation, as according to the document, which is related to Nikoloz
Tarkhnishvili house and property in Garikula, where we see that the group of
officials, who had confiscated the property consisted of: the head of the Executive
Committee I. Chitiashvili (the very person, upon whose decision 1. Javakhishvili’s
property had been seized), also instructor of the community committee comrade
Arshakun, comrade Goginashvili, sent from the center of Land reform and head of
the “Milicia” Baramidze.

The mentioned committee gave Mikheil Tarkhnishvili two rooms in his
house due to his illness (Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori
Archive, Fund, N3; Case N 25, Description N1:58).1t is worth noting that in one of
the documents, which was a document containing information about the population
of Akhalkalaki, who had been deprived of their belongings, mentions Ivane and
Giorgi Javakhishvili’s, who as of the decision N 1923 I11-14, of the Executive
Committee had been deprived of their house. In the transcript, we read that the
house had been damaged, whereas, we suppose that this detail had been added in
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order to justify the seizure of the house from Javakhishvili’s. The state had adopted
a special regulation in order to seize such type of houses in particular, “An
instruction for the Internal Affairs and Justice Committees for the seizure and
municipalization of the buildings”. In the mentioned document we read, “As
according to the Georgian Social Soviet Republic People’s Committee’s 11 decrees
of June, 1923 and 15 published decrees in the “Communist N125” and according to
the Article 59 of Civil Code the municipalization of the buildings had been
prohibited as of June 15, 1923. The municipalization of the buildings had been
allowed as of the decree of the Central Georgian Executive Committee and
People’s Commissioner’s Council decree of September 26, 1923 about the
Housings, whereas only on instances, which were deemed necessary for the state’s
need, and as according to the regulation of requisition of the Civil Code, articles 69
and 70, the state’s need required the Housings, not be demolished and kept in good
conditions, in order not to cause a Housing crisis. Therefore, keeping the Housings
without proper care, leads to their deterioration, this subsequently becomes a basis
for their municipalization. However the municipalization of the Housings should
be closely monitored. We have to have a guarantee that the municipalization of the
Housings is reasonable and has a firm ground, thus the Control Apparatus
discovers the Housing to be unmonitored, which lead to its deterioration, an act
should be issued, where it would be mentioned, what type of damages it contains
and should later be notified to the legal owner of the housing. After the issue of the
act, the Communal Unit shall issue a written notice to the owner, informing them
about the conditions of the housing and also giving them certain time for the
restoration, but no more than one year; in case, the house is not restored in the
proposed dates, it would become an object for further municipalization. The
document, which had been issued on February 21, 1924, bears signatures of
People’s Commissioner for Justice K. Okudzhava and People’s Deputy
Commissioner for Internal Affairs Talakhadze (Regional body of Georgian
National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Case N 25, Description N1:82).

As it had been mentioned, Ivane Javakhishvili’s housing had been deemed
deteriorated, subsequently leading to its seizure. The above mentioned two
documents contradicts each other, as in the document issued by Akhalkalaki
regional executive committee deems Ivane Javakhishvili’s house as an “important”
housing and ask to transfer it to village Khovle’s school, whereas in the second
document, we read, that Javakhishvili’s housing is considered as deteriorated.
From our point of view, in the second document, which states about the
deterioration of Javakhishvili’s housing, the state officials deliberately indicated
that the housing was deteriorated, in order to justify the seizure of the building.
There exists one more document, where it is indicated that Javakhishvili’s housing
had been given to village Khovle school by the local authorities, whereas the
document has a text: “All the seized property under the regulation of the Gori
Regional Executive Committee”. In the mentioned document, we read, that Giorgi
Javakhishvili (younger brother of lvane Javakhishvili), residing in village Khovle,
had been deprived of his housing (the very housing, which the abovementioned
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two documents refer to), 2 windmills, 1 Vermorell Apparatus as according to the
decision N 14 of the Lands Revolutionary Committee; the document also had a
remark, that the Javakhishvili’s housing had been given to village Khovle
school(Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3;
Case N 101, Description N1:9).

The document is dated to 1924. The victims of the then Soviet repressions
mainly were the representatives of the upper class. The document of 1923, gives us
a clear picture about the Soviet repressions, which mainly affects the noblemen and
upper class representatives residing on Gori administrative unit. This is the list “of
the noblemen and owners from Gori administrative unit, who had been deprived of
their property”. We could realize the Soviet repression on the case of Ephemia
Machabeli, who belonged to an upper class family, residing in Gori Administrative
Unit. In the document related to Ephemia Machabeli, we read: Machabeli Ephemia,
Tkviavi Community, nobleman, had been deprived of 4 days work lands, 12 days
work “cultured” lands, 12 rooms, 1 basement, 3 windmills, reasoning — as a
landowner, enemy to the people and not a worker;

The document had been signed by the head of the Executive Committee of Gori
Administrative unit V. Kurdadze;

Head of the unit for the internal affairs S. Tskovrebashvili;

Head of the Instructional-Information unit I. Kancheli. Case N17 had been
submitted to the People’s Commission for Internal affairs on 12/V1 1923 (Regional
body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N26; Description N1,
document N416).

The Bolshevik government had remorselessly remedyed not only against
the noblemen, but against the wealthy peasants too. A clear picture about this issue
is given in a document, a village gathering report of Tirdznisi and Tergvisi of 1926,
kept at Gori Regional Archive. One of the issues on the report was an expelling of
Shakro Egadze from the village. We read the following in the report: ,,Here, look at
his past, he used to be a whipmaster and a friend of the bandits, whereas with their
help he committed a murder of the members of A.L.K.K. Nika Zerakidze and Pavle
Goginashvili. He had an intent of murdering comrade Psitidze and even, nowadays
he is a provokator and represents an enemy to the peasants and government, and
therefore should be expelled from the village™ (Regional body of Georgian
National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N26; Reg. N3, Case N186). The
Bolsheviks had dekulakized a lot of peasants, while taking their property into state
possession. ,,They were taking not only livestock, but did not allow them to harvest
and used to take the lands in their possession® (The narration had been recorded
from VI. Mdzinarashvili, born 1915, Departed 1995). We have encountered many
interesting documents related to the ,,dekulakization process, which is in reference
to the village Ditsi inhabitants, Bolashvili family, who had been deprived of their
possessions. On November 27, 1930 the Tirdznisi Village Council had added a new
case of kulakized Bolashvili’s family to the ,blackilisted” in the election
commission report(Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive,
Fund, N4; Reg. N1, N101:4). During the mentioned period approximately 68
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peasants had been deprived of their property (Regional body of Georgian National
Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N4; Reg. N1, N95:24). The peasants ostracized by
the Bolsheviks had asked help on several occasions with the intent to return their
property. They had even asked the head of the CEC Filipp Makharadze for help,
but in vain( Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund,
N4; Reg. N1, N84:134).An ad-hoc commission had been sent to Ditsi to
investagate the case of Bolashvili family on behalf of Filipp Makharadze. The
commission had made an act, (Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori
Archive, Fund, N3; Case N 101, Description N1:113), but Bolashvili family was
not able to return their property. According to one of the documents, later on they
had addresses the State Prosecutor for Eastern Georgia, but that attaempt also went
in vain (Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3;
Case N 101, Description N1:51). The ,,kulakized” peasants had also addressed the
,Kolxoz Center” (Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive,
Fund, N3; Case N 101, Description N1:75). From this letter, we get a clear picture
that the local government had used the ,,poor* peasants against the ,kulakized“
peasants, subsequently flaring the civic confrontation. In the last document, we
encounter information that the government had returned part of the property to
Bolashvili family, in particular: 1. 1 building, 3 rooms and a basement, two oxes
along with the plough, approximately 3 hectares of the land, also one cartload and
35 kg-s of grain per person. (Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori
Archive, Fund, N3; Case N101, Description N1:117).During the Bolshevik era in
Georgia, the rights of the citizens had been trampled, as the elections for executive
councils of villages had been hold under constant governmental pressure. In one of
the documents kep at Gori archives, which referes to the elections in one of the
villages, we read: ,, about the importance and obligations of the council members,
comrade N. Archuaze maderemarks and reminds his colleagues about the
importance of the elections, on how they should mobilize only those comrades,
who are trully interested in the development of the working class* (Regional body
of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Case N 101, Description
N1:117). The bolshevik government also attacked the Orthodox Church along with
other religious minorities (Sosiashvili, 2014:224). During the 20s of the XX
century more than 1000 churches had been closed. Prior to the repressions in the
country there had been approximately 1350 churches, where 1700 priests, 1527
monks and 280 nuns had served. The number had decreased to couple of dozens
(Japaridze. 2009:115).The Revolutionary Committee of Georgia had adopted a
decree on April 15, 1921, whereas as according to its articles 14 and 15: ,,No
ecclesiastic and religious societies have a right to own property. They do not
possess a right of a legal entity, whereas the whole property of the religious
societies in Georgia is declared to be a state property‘(Vardosanidze. 2009:71). The
Bolsheviks had left the church without any righst, consequently prohibiting
religious societies to have a legal status. The activists of the communist part had
begun to loot the Orthodox church, whereas the Bolsheviks also proceeded with
persecuting the ecclesistic officials. In 1922 the Catolicos-Patriarche Ambrosi
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Khelaia had addressed the Geona Conference, where 29 states and British
dominions had participated. In his address, the patriarche had informed the
conference participants, the civilized world, about the abominations that the Soviet
government had done in Georgia, whereas also mentioning the awful state in which
the church and in whole the Georgian society had been (History of Georgian
Diplomacy, 2004:547-550). The Bolshevik government had arrested the Catolicos
for a certain period of time.

Other ecclesistic officials had also become targets of repressions. On July
29, 1023 Catolicos-Patriarche had had a meeting with the Secretary-general of the
Committee of Workers of England “Hands of the Soviet Russia”, Cotes, where
Catolicos had openly expressed that:”I do not consider my situation that important,
I worry about the state of the nation, church and the society in general, as because
of my fault the memebrs of the council and other officials had been tormented in
jail for 7 months and as a result the Administrative-governing apparatus is
dismantled. All this torments me and does not give me any peace” (Shiolashvili.
2012:289-290). The mentioned interview fully describes the terror in Georgia,
which the Soviet Russia had conducted against the orthodox church and their
followers. The campaigh that had started against the Georgian Orthodox church
had hysterical appearance.

With the establishment of the “Union of Godless” the Bolsheviks had
started a vicious fight against the Orthodox Church and ecclesiastic officials. The
heads of the regional administrative units and representatives of revolutionary
committees had acted harmoniously with the government in terms of discrediting
the church and seizing its property. The people’s Committee for Internal Affairs
had submitted a special circular to stop the actions of the party activists
(Sosiashvili. 2013:451). The anti-religious politics had left a hard mark on one of
the regions of Georgia-Shida Kartli. One of the documents, kept at Gori archive
refers to the terror against the ecclesiastic officials: “To the executive committee of
the Gori administrative unit. As of your circular of May 22 N 3/39, we hereby
inform you that in the entire community 3 priests have been haved upon their will,
6 of them left the position as according to their written notice, all the churches are
closed in the villages and respectively no religious service is conducted” (Regional
body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Description. N1,
case N38, p. 22). In the upper circles of the government, there had been secret
letters about the conditions of the ecclesiastic officials and the future actions
against them (Sosiashvili, 2013:62).

The families of the ecclesistic officials were not allowed to own lands and
as a result the clergy had no option, other than to leave the churches(Sosiashvili,
2013:457). According to the sources at Gori Archive, we encounter information
about the vicious fights against the clergy on behalf of the representatives of the
regional executive committee in 1923. On November 23, 1923 the People’s
Commission of the Georgia Soviet Socialist Reepublic adopted a regulation,
whereas: “1. The property of the closed churches went into the state possession, in
particular to Executive Committee’s possession. 2.The treasure from the seized

367



Political Represionsin Georgia During The Iquartet Of The XX. Century

property that had histroical importance had been given into the possession of the
People’s Educational Museums. 3. The remaining part of the property shall be used
by the local executive committee for the needs of the locals” (Vardosanidze,
2009:105). It is evident in the report of the Commision for Ecclesistic Afafirs of
November 3, 1923 that the government allowed the preservance of the property on
behalf of the museums, whilst the rest of the property could be used for the local
needs (Sosiashvili, 2013:227). As we noted, the government had expressed violent
measures against the ecclesistic officials, whereas such bevaiour has changed over
the years, but the Bolshevik’s oppresiion of the clergy was still visible.

The clergy had to agree with the government the movement of the
Episcopes, whereas this is described in the document kept at Gori Archive, which
is signed by Catolicos-Patriarche Kristefore (Tsitskishvili):” To the Gori Regional
Executive Committee, the governing Episcope of Urbnisi-Matskveri has been
released of his duties in Urbnisi Eparchy due to his transfer to Kutaisi-Genati
Eparchy, whereas Ephrem had become an acting Episcope at Urbnisi-Matskveri
Eparchy. The abovementioned shall be informed to the Executive Committee”.
Catolicos-Patriarche of Georgia, Kristefore (Tsitskishvili), 1930”(Regional body of
Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N4; Description. N1, Case
N10:105.). The Bolshevik government had tried to abolish Christian traditions
among the population and instead to install the communist rules. The Christian
christening had been replaced by a communist one, whereas the newspaper “Red
Kartli” presents us with an interesting information related to this matter. In the
letter of V. Kitskheli, we read about the communist christening in village Karaleti.
“On Novemeber 16, this year, the memebrs of the village council S. Beniashvili
and K. Davidovi had visited village Karaleti. They summoned a meeting, where the
entire population was present. Comrade benishvili explained to the locals in a plain
language, the difference between the past and present christenings. The population
listened to the presented with great attention and Iter on the christening has been
launched. In the beginning of the christyening the local youth band performed
“International”. Approximately 50 children have been christened, whereas most of
them have been named after communist leaders. One of the christened children was
named Varlenin, the second was named Spartak, afterwards the children were
given presents. We would like ti express our gratitude to the members of the
council and we hope that our bond would become strong. V. Kitskheli”(Newspaper
“Tsiteli Kartli”, N13, December 7, 1924:2). The repressions from the atheist
government had also affected Armenian and Catholic churches, part of the Jewish
Synagogues had also been closed.

It is a well-known fact that during the centuries memebrs of the different
religious minorities were able to freely express their religious beliefs and
consequently practice their religion. Georgian society never discrditied religious
minorities, however, this attitude has changed after the “sovietization” of Georgia.
All the religios confession had been deemed inapplicable to the soviet government.
The situation around the Orthodox church and other religious minorities had been
tabooed for a long period in Soviet historiography. Due to the communict
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ideology, research of this issue had been stopped(Sosiashvili, 2013:35). On
February, 1920 the earthquake in Gori had destroyed several churches. On March
10, 1923 the local government made a decision to destroy the churches affected
during the earthquake in Gori, whereas the materials left would be distributed to
the locals for building purposes.

In gori, only three churches were left: Okona, Armenian Church and
“French” Church. In the decree of the Executive Committee, the Catholic church in
Gori is mentioned as “French” church (Alimbarashvili. 2012:105). As, we
mentioned in the beginning, the Bolsheviks started to fight against the Catholic
church along with other religious confessions, whereas in 1923 the government had
closed the Catholic church in Gori due to sanitary violations in the church and also
for having lesser number of followers. The head of the Catholic church in Gori had
been named as the enemy to the Soviet state, whereas the Executive Committee
submitted a written notice to the People’s Commission for Internal Affairs with the
purpose of expelling cleric Konstantine Saparashvili from Georgia. In the report of
the meeting, we read: “Report N27, of the presidium meeting of the Executive
Committee of Gori Administrative unit.October 22, 1924. Present at the meeting:
comrades, Siamashvili, Badriashvili and Sakvarelidze, head of the commission V.
Kurdadze, secretary (could not be read — G.S.), point N17 — about the Catholic
Church. Due to the fact that the Executive Committee possesses evidence of the
ani-sanitary in the catholic church and that they have less number of followers and
also, that the leader of Catholic church is known for his contrrevolutionary actions,
we deem necessary to ask the Commission for Internal Affairs to close the church
and expel Sapariashvili from the country, as a non-subordinate to a communist
regime (Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3;
Description. N1, Case N23:157). As, it is indicated, the document dates back to
1924, and we read about closure of the Catholic church, however we have other
written sources, that attest the closure of the Catholic church took place in 1923.
Thi is attasted by the letter of Vatican City delegate dated to September 16, 1923,
which s addressed to Sasha Gegetchkori, People’s Commissioner for Internal
affairs, in the document we read:

“To the Commissioner for the Internal Affairs, Sasha Gegetchkori, in Thilisi
Mr. Commissioner!

I have adreesed you on tw instances. About the Catholic church in Gori,
which has been closed against the will of the parish, who on their behalf, submitted
a written notice about the issue.

After that | had to travel for two months in Russia. | had a hope that the
church would have been given back to the Catholic Church, while, this is not the
case, | hereby ask you again to reconsider and make a decision in favor of the
catholic parish of Gori.

Sincerely,
Adrianus Smets, delegate of the Vatican City. September 16, 1923 ( Regional body
of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Description. N1, Case
N23:18).
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“To the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the GSR,

a ccorrespondence of the head of the Gori Catholic Church, Konstantine
Saparashvili,

About three months ago, the representatives of the local government along with the
“Militia” had conducted a description of my room, including furnitaure, in order
for them to take it from me. A few days ago, | was deprived of the rest of the
furniture, in particular a carpet, table, chairs, etc., | have a working table among
some other staff, which soon will also be taken from me.

Due to the fact that these materials are not the peoperty of the local
government, rather it is a property of the charitable organization established near
the Gori Catholic church, the so-called “Catholic Brotherhood” and which is left
under the possession of the head of the Catholic church to serve the parish of our
institution. | hereby ask you to consider a possibility to return the furniture.

I also urge to investigate the case of the closure of Gori Catholic church,
despite the fierce protest of its parish.

We hereby ask you to open the Gori Catholic church and retrun of the property
(upto this day, | have not been given a list of the deprived materials), due to the
fact that the seizure of the materials did not proceed in accordance to the statue of
the Government of August 10, 1923.

Sincerely,

Priest Konstantine Saparashvili, September 10, 1923, Thilisi, Akimovi St. N16”

(Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3;
Description. N1, Case N23:77).
Konstantine Saparashvili’s statement had been directed by the deputy
Commissioner of Internal affairs Talakhadze, to People’s Commission for Justice
and Prosecutor of Georgia — Vardzieli. (Regional body of Georgian National
Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Description. N1, Case N23:8).

On september 22, 1923 the Georgian Bolshevik government had made a
compromise, by allowing the so-called “closed” churches to exist in the regions.
They allowed along with the Georgian Orthodox church, other religious minorities
te esatblish religious societies. Catholic parish, who resided in Gori submitted a
petition to open up Gori Catholic church and to return the church belongings to the
head of the Gori administrative unit Executive Committee. The petition was signed
by 69 representatives of catholic parish (Regional body of Georgian National
Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Description. N1, Case N23:66).

According to the regulation of September 22, 1923 in order for the
religious organizations to be registered, they were supposed to have at least 50
members, whereas during that time the Catholic parish had consisted of 250
persons over the age of 18, part of them had resided in Borjomi and Khashuri
(Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, # 3;
Description. N1, Case N23:69). Priest Konstantine Saparashvili had served to the
catholics resided in Gori region, who originated from Thbilisi. Apart from the
clerical activity, he had also served as a teacher (Regional body of Georgian
National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Description. N1, Case N23:117). The
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catholics residing in Gori region had summoned a gathering on December 29, 1923
(Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3;
Description. N1, Case N23:66).

In the organizational regulations they had included the rights, which should hve
been granted to all catholics joining the organization (Regional body of Georgian
National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Description. N1, Case N54:127).

Lastly, on February 10, 1924 the religious union of Catholics of Gori had
been given a mortared stone house in Gori and their furniture had also been
returned. A special agreement had been signed between the Gori Catholic religious
organization and the representative of the Gori Executive Committee-S.
Tskhovrebashvili (Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive,
Fund, N3; Description. N1, Case N54:136).

As we mentioned the Bolsheviks had also closed Synagogues of the Jewish
population in Gori Administrative unit. The Jewish parish had asked for the return
of their Synagogues and as a result the government had made a compromise. On
october, 1923 the head of the unit for internal affairs of Gori Executive Committee
S. Tskhovrebashvili had addressed the head of Kareli Executive Committee with
the request to consider a possibility of the return of Jewish Synagogue back to the
Jewish religious organization (Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori
Archive, Fund, N3; Description. N1, Case N27). It seems that Jews residing in
Kareli had adamantly asked for the return of the Synagogue, which resulted in a
decision of the Ecclesistic Affairs under the Georgian Communict Party decision,
as according to which the Kareli Executive Committee had been assigned to return
the Synagogue to the Jewish population residing in Kareli (Regional body of
Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Description. N1, Case
N37:67). Alike, the Jews in Kareli, Gori Jewish parish had also requested the return
of the Synagogue and establishment of the religious organization(Sosiashvili,
2014:37).

On November 5, 1923 there had been summoned a meeting of the Jewish
parish in Gori, which aimed at establishing a religious organization and a
Synagogue. During the meeting a presidium had been elected, where: Ela
Atanelovi, Mordekh Davarashvili, Meme Koenishvili, Abram Magalovi and lokhai
Krikheli had been elected (Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori
Archive, Fund, N3; Description. N1, Case N54:17). Approximately 97 members of
the Jewish parish had been become a member of the Jewish religious organization.

The presidium had adopted a set of regulations for the organization
(Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3;
Description. N1, Case N54:16), whereas as according to the correspondence of the
head of the presidium lokhai Krikheli, they had asked for the return of the lands for
the organization (Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive,
Fund, # 3; Description. N1, Case N54:6). Their request had been succesful, which
resulted in an agreement between the organiztion and Gori Administrative unit’s
Executive Committee, according to which head of the Executive Committee S.
Tskhovrebashvili had given the Jewish religious organization a building and set of
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materials for an infinite period of time on January 17, 1924 (Regional body of
Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Description. N1, Case N54:
8-9).

The Jewish parish had been prohibited to carry out any type of negative
propaganda against the Soviet government. The building given by the Gori
Executive Committee had been given under the supervision of Mordekh
Davarashvili and lokhai Krikheli, whereas the religious activities had been carried
out by Kohen residing in Gori — Bene Krikheli. The return of the Synagogue to the
Jewish parish in Gori region, is attested in one more document, a report of the
Georgian Communist party of December 11, 1924. It seems that the points
discussed during the meeting had been related to the return of the property to the
Orthodox, Catholic, Gregorian and Gori and Kareli Jewish parish. The ecclesistic
commission had given an assignmenet to the Gori Executive Committee to return
one church, or instead a building, that could be used as a shrine (Regional body of
Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Description. N1, Case
N52:11).

The Executive Committee had refused to give the Jewsih parish the

synagogue and instead, gave them private houses. In reference to this issue, Gori
Executive Committee had addressed the central government:
“In reference to the Jewish parish in Surami, they had been given a right to
establish religious organization. Kareli Jewish parish were allowed to establish an
organization as well, however they were refused to return the Synagogue, because
the Young Communist league are using it as aclub and therefore, we deem it
necessary not to return the Synagogue. We have received your direct order, on the
return of their shrine, however we gave them a private house to use as a shrine and
deemed necessary not to return the Synagogue. Now, we have given out specific
order to retrun their shrines in Kareli, as well as in Surami” (Regional body of
Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Description. N1, Case
N52:7).

Conclusion

The presented sources allows us to see the clear-cut picture about the
repressions in the country during the | quarter of the XX century, which had had an
astonishing blow on the Georgian society. Unfortunately, the Bolshevik terror had
not stopped there, as it became regular to persecute citizens in the later years,
whereas the “Red Terror” took away the lives of many other innocent people.

REFERENCES

a) Monographs

Alimbarashvili, 1.,(2012),Works, Thilisi.

Sosiashvili, G., (2013),Anti-religious politics of Soviet Government in Shida Kartli
(During the 20s of the XX century), Thilisi.

History of Georgian Diplomacy,(2004), Chrestomathy, Thilisi.

372



Giorgi SOSIASHVILI

Japaridze, A., (2009), (Metropolitan), the history of the Georgian Apostolic
Church, Thilisi.

Shiolashvili, N., (2012), The unknown manuscript of the Catolicos-Patriarche of
Georgia Ambrosi-dialogue with the representative of the Worker’s Organization of
England, Cotes; Collection “Scholar with Poetic sense” (Giorgi Nadiradze — 80),
Thilisi.

Sosiashvili, G., (2011), History of Ditsi, Thilisi.

Vardosanidze, S., (2009), His Holyness and Beatitude Catolicos-Patriarche of
Georgia Ambrosi (1921-1927), Thilisi.

b) Articles

Sosiashvili, G., (2013), educational aspect of the ,,Red Terror” against religions
confession exiting in Georgia, International Conference on education and learning
technologies, Edulearn 13 Abstracts — ISBN: 978-84-616-3823-9.Barcelona.

Sosiashvili, G., (2014) Catholic Church in Shida Kartli during the Bolshevik
repressions (according to the unknown sources), International Scientificdedicated
to the Acad. Mariam Lortkipanidze, Iv. Javakhsishvili Thilisi State University,
Conference proceedings, Thilisi.

Sosiashvili, G., (2014),About the establishment of the religious organization of
Jews, International Scientific Conference “Thbilisi-Jerusalem”, David Baazov
Museum of History of Jews of Georgia, Thilisi.

b) Archival material

Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Case N25,
Description N1,

Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3; Case
N101, Description N1;

Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N26;
Description N1, document N416.

Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N26; Reg. N3,
Case N186.

Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N4; Reg. N1,
N101;

Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N4; Reg. N1,
N95;

Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N4; Reg. N1,
N84;

Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N9; Reg. N1,
N82;

Regional body of Georgian National Archives, Gori Archive, Fund, N3;
Description. N1, case N38;

373



Political Represionsin Georgia During The Iquartet Of The XX. Century

Regional body of Georgian
Description. N1, Case N10;
Regional body of Georgian
Description. N1, Case N23,
Regional body of Georgian
Description. N1, Case N33,
Regional body of Georgian
Description. N1, Case N54;
Regional body of Georgian
Description. N1, Case N27.
Regional body of Georgian
Description. N1, Case N37;
Regional body of Georgian

National

National

National

National

National

National

National

Description. N1, Case N52, p. 11.

d) Publicity

Archives,
Archives,
Archives,
Archives,
Archives,
Archives,

Archives,

Gori

Gori

Gori

Gori

Gori

Gori

Gori

Tsiteli Kartli, Newspaper (1924),N13, December 7. Gori.

374

Archive,
Archive,
Archive,
Archive,
Archive,
Archive,

Archive,

Fund,
Fund,
Fund,
Fund,
Fund,
Fund,

Fund,

N4;
N3;
N3;
N3;
N3;
N3;

N3;



