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AD’ Itbaa (The Following) in the “Resalat al-Dab” (Message of
Lizard) by Sheikh Mohammed al-Bashir al-lbrahimi:
A Grammatical Presentation and Epistemological Exploration

Abdelkader Sellami *

Abstract

Resalat al-Dab (Lizard Message), of Sheikh Muhammad al-Bashir al-Ibrahimi is a
letter written by thedignified Imam to his student Ahmed bin Abizaid Qusayba on
11 Shawwal 1359 AHS corresponding to November 1940, apologizing, mercy upon
his soul, for his previous statement: «I have been a self-dependent of these grass
snake» when he gave "Ahmed" the Imam’s sona mummified lizard and a monitor as
a gift. This message is considered as one of the most important writings in the art of
the «Tarassol» (a writing method which is a transmitted speech, not restricted by
rhyme or coyote) in modern Algerian and Arabic literature, however, it included
epistemological and cultural innovations worthy in the Arabic linguistics, as Sheikh
Ibrahimi did in his study of the Arab saying "this is lizard destroyed hole" as a
model of Grammar follow. So, this paper seeks to study details in order to review
this most important model between language and grammar.
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Extended Abstract

This article seeks to shed light on a particular Arabic grammar issue that
is little known, i.e., al’ itbaa in Arabic (the Following) which has been
treated by great ancient Arab grammarians. The treatise we deal here with is
that written by Cheikh El-Bachir El-lbrahimi as Lizard Message in 1940
when he sent this letter from his exile in Aflou, Algeria, to his former
student Ahmed Bnou Abi Zeyd Kosseiba in apology for having previously
offended him. The offense was when the latter gifted El-Ibrahimi’s son with
a stuffed lizard and the cold reaction he had received from the father, who
wrote him a letter telling him that he no longer admired those “serpents”. In
order to repair his offending gesture he wrote a long linguistic and
grammatical letter in which he associated the lizard with an old Arab saying
about this reptile that goes: "this is lizard destroyed hole”. In this saying
there is exceptionally an accepted grammatical mistake which had been
tolerated by the grammarians and even made to mean that the phenomenon
of Itbaa “the Following” really exists in Arabic and this is an instance of it.
Itbaa happens when two words are adjacent in the sentence and are supposed
to behave grammatically in a different way, but because of assonance and
emphasis considerations the last word is made to have the same ending and
sounding as the preceding one, though this might be a grammatical mistake.
Here the second word follows the first one and this is why it is called “itbaa”
(the Following).

Sheikh El-Bashir El-Ibrahimi expounds in his treatise on the Arabic
writings on the lizard and stated different sayings about it to indicate its
importance in Arab culture. He also makes a review of the literature on the
issue of the grammatical “Itbaa”.

Actually, the treatise was just a pretext for El-Ibrahimi to start a scholarly
reflection on the lizard and expose an extensive array of writings and
scientific findings on this reptile as well as what was said about it in hadiths
and the Quran. It was also just a trigger for the grammatical debate on the
itbaa on which El-lbrahimi made his final decisive view.
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Thus, the treatise of El-lbrahimi could be a literary, scientific and
linguistic exposition patterned after famous old-time Arab writers such as
Al-Jahid in his book Al-Hayawane. (the Animal).

Itbaa is a phonological and structural phenomenon known by Arab
linguists since early times. Ibnu Faris (died in 395 Hijra) described it as: “...
[Itbaa] happens when a word is formulated with the same structure and
number of syllables and assonance as a preceding one such as «e¥ elu
(which means hungry and tired) and <« «a (treacherous) and <l <loa
(empty and deserted).”

This means that itbaa consists of two signifiers and that the second one
should have the same structure, number of syllables and assonance and may
or may not have a meaning. It could only be added to speech in order to
emphasize it.

El-lbrahimi concludes that Itbaa in the case of "w_A cua as 1" js not
proved and that it was only an exception to Arabic grammar rules and a
deviation that was made by street users that should not be followed lest it
would contribute to deviating the Arab tongue.
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