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Yahya b. Hakem el-Gazal’in Siirlerinde imgelem
Oz
Lafiz ve anlam Klasik Arap Edebiyati elestirisinde 6nemli elestiri
konularindan biri olarak uzun bir siire elestirmenlerin zihnini mesgul
etmistir. Bazi elestirmenler sozdeki {stiinliiglin lafza ait oldugunu
bazilar1 da anlama ait oldugunu sodylerken diger bir kisim da lafiz ve

anlamin bir madalyonun iki yiizii oldugunu ve bunlar1 birbirinden
ayirmanin miimkiin olmadig1 goriislinii savunmuslardir.

Bu konudan bir¢ok belagat sanatlar tiiremistir. Zira belagi sanatlar
ya sOziin lafzina veya manasma ya da her ikisine birden bakmak
durumundadir. Bu sanatlarin en oOnemlilerinden biri de imgeleme
sanatidir.

Imgelemek baska bir deyisle edebiyatcinin aklinda gezen anlami en
yakin bi¢cimde ifade eden somut bir imgeye benzeterek anlami alicinin
zihnine ulastirmasi ve bir anlamda ¢agrisim yoluyla somutlagtirmasidir.
Boylece mesaj en etkili ve en veciz bigimde iletilmis olur.

Bu c¢alismanin giris boliimiinde lafiz ve anlam konusunun ele
alinmis; ardindan, Endiiliis sairi Yahya b. Hakem el-Gazal’in imgeleme
sanatini igeren siirlerinden drnek verilmeye caligilmistir. Buna ek olarak
imgelemin so6zliik ve terim anlamlarinin izahi yapilmis daha sonra
imgeleme, tesbih ve mesel arasindaki farklar irdelenerek, sairin 6zge¢misi
hakkinda bilgi verilmistir. Ilerleyen kisimda, sairin imgeleme sanatini
iceren siir ornekleri iizerinde durularak, bunlar yorumlanmis ve sebepleri
aciklanmaya calisilmistir. Calismanin sonu¢ boliimiinde, imgelemin
amaci, genelde ve 6zelde tesbihten ayrilan yonleri ile kullanim siklig
bakimindan meselden farki baglaminda ulasilan sonuglar belirtilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Siir, Belagat, Imgelem, Yahya b. Hakem el-
Gazal.
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Imagery in the Poems of Yahia bin Hakam al-Ghazal
Abstract

Word and meaning have occupied the minds of critics for a long time
as one of the important topics of criticism in classical Arabic literature.
Some critics have argued that the supremacy of the word belongs to the
word, while others say that the meaning belongs to the meaning, and the
other part argues that the meaning is two sides of a coin and that it is
impossible to distinguish them from each other.

Many eloguence arts have been derived from this subject. Therefore,
the art of eloquence either refer to the letter or meaning of the word or
refer to both. One of the most important of these arts is the art of imagery.

Imagery, in other words, is to convey the meaning to the mind of the
recipient by likening it to a concrete image that expresses the meaning in
the author's mind most closely, on the other hand it is concretization
through association. Thus, the message is transmitted in the most
effective and clear way.

In the introduction to this work, the subject of words and meaning is
discussed. Afterwards, An example of the poems of andalusian poet
Yahia bin Hakam al-Ghazal, which includes the art of imagery, has been
tried to be given. In addition, the dictionary and term meanings of
imagery were explained. In these works, information is given about the
poet's biography. In the following chapter, the poet's examples of poetry
including the art of imagery were emphasized and they were interpreted,
and the reasons were tried to be explained. In the conclusion section of
the study, the purpose of imagery, in general and in particular, the aspects
separated from the presentation and the results reached in different
contexts due to the frequency of use are specified.

Keywords: Poems, Rhetoric, Imaging, Yahia bin Hakam al-Ghazal.

NUSHA, 2019; (49): 203-228

205



206

ALMAWAS

Structured Abstract

The word and meaning has occupied the minds of critics for a long
time as one of the major criticism issues in classical Arabic literature
criticism. Some critics argue that the superiority of the word belongs to
word, while others say that word and meaning are two sides of a coin and
it is not possible to distinguish between them.

Discussions about word and meaning have not been outdated. In
both classical and modern times, critics have addressed this issue as a
research problem. One of the most important critics on this subject was
al-Jahiz.

It is not possible here to explain all views of critics within details.
However, ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jurjani (D. 474 A.H) in his famous work
“Dalailu al-1'jaz” clearly separates the word and meaning from each other
by taking the side of the meaning before the words against those who
take the side of word and in brief, he evaluates the words as the servants
of meanings. This idea, also known as the theory of verse, is also based
on one of the most important proofs that the Qur'an is a miracle.

Many rhetorical arts derive from this research subject. Because the
rhetorical arts either have to look at the word or meaning of the word or
both. One of the most important of these arts is the art of imagination.
Imagination literally means assimilation and creation. On the other hand,
imagination in the sense of the term is not much different from the
dictionary meaning and it is considered as also assimilation or creation.
Imagination as a term refers to using of a poet a word indicating another
meaning to point to a meaning. Thus, this word and other meaning
together awaken the meaning that the poet wants to refer.

Imagining, in other words, is to convey the meaning to the mind of
the recipient and to concretize it through a connotation in a sense, by
assimilating the concrete image that most closely expresses the meaning
of the literary mind. Thus, the message is transmitted in the most
effective and most terse way.

In the introductory chapter of this research, the subject of word and
meaning is discussed; followed by this, it is tried to give examples from
the poems of the poet Yahia bin Hakam al-Ghazal which includes the art
of imagination. In addition to this, the dictionary and term meanings of
imagination were explained, and then the differences between
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imagination, assimilation and proverbs were examined together with the
information was given about the biography of the poet. In the following
sections, examples of poetry including the art of imagination of the poet
are emphasized, tried to be interpreted and the reasons are tried to be
explained. In the conclusion part of the study, the aim of the imagination
in general and in particular, the aspects separated from the assimilation
and the frequency of its use in terms of the differences reached from the
issue are stated. The views of the critics about the differences between
these terms are also explained. ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani stated that the
imagination constitutes one of the rhetorical aspects of the Qur'an,
therefore the meaning of the Qur'an requires examination and
interpretation, and the method of assimilation is completely rational. The
difference between imagination and assimilation is hidden not only in the
fact that imagination is an assimilation, but also in the fact that it is a
special type of assimilation. Therefore, every imagination is an
assimilation, but not every assimilation is imagination.

One of the differences between imagination and assimilation is
related to the frequency of use. The use of imagination becomes idiom if
it is common, otherwise it remains an imagery by analogy.

In the study, critics' views about the effect of imagination on the
recipient are also included. In this rhetorical discourse, Issa al-‘Akoub
examined the work of al-Jurjani's Asrar al-Balagha by compiling the
most important effects of imagination and stated that man tended to
receive emotional information. He stated that through imagination, he
could have a strong, firm and beautiful effect on the receiver, and that all
of this comes about in the imagination. In addition to these
determinations, brief biography of the poet and the period in which he
lived were given. Besides, the important issues of rethorics and
eloquence in the Diwan of the poet are mentioned.

When the poet's Diwan is examined, the phenomenon of imagination
in his poems is evident: In our study, some examples related to this were
examined and interpreted; the purposes of imagination in the examples
given are explained.

In the conclusion part of the study, the results are stated of which the
most important as the following:
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The problem of word and meaning is an important research problem.
Many critics and writers have evaluated this problem as two sides of a
coin, and many of the literary arts and imagery have arisen from this.

Yahia bin Hakam al-Ghazal is a social critic who gives the utmost
importance to the problems of the society in which he lives. For this
reason, he tried to make his poetry easy to understand. al-Ghazal utilized
the advantage of imagination in many parts of his poems. Therefore, the
purpose of his imagery in our study was examined on the examples from
the poetry of al-Ghazal.

Imagination is one of the types of assimilation, critics advocated
different views on assimilation and imagination. Some critics have stated
that both assimilation and imagination are the same, while others have
considered imagination as an unrealistic rationalization. On the other
hand, al-Jurjani thought that imagination is an unrealistic rationalization
at the level of words and phrases and that imagination is more descriptive
at the level of phrases.

While assimilation has a more general concept, imagination has a
more specific concept that requires interpretation. Every imagination is
an assimilation, but every assimilation is not an imagination. One of the
differences between imagery and assimilation is related to the prevalence
of use. The frequent use of imagination may make it idiom if it is
common, otherwise it remains an imagery by analogy. In this context, an
understanding of imagination is found in Yahia bin Hakam al-Ghazal's
poem. In al-Ghazal's poems, we see that imagination is made for different
purposes. The most important of these purposes are: attention, warning,
acceptance, etc. according to the context mentioned.

NUSHA, 2019; (49): 203-228
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