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ABSTRACT 

This paper examines the configuration of Greek multidimensional 
citizenship through education. Multidimensional citizenship can be best 
understood comprising of four elements: the personal, the social, the 
spatial and the temporal (Karsten et al 2000:131), These elements do not 
operate in isolation but intertwine and influence each other. In this paper I 
will explore how the spatial and temporal elements influence the personal 
and the social as far as Greek citizenship is concerned. The importance of 
this study lies in understanding the complexity of the formation of 
multidimensional citizenship in a country with a disturbing history. Thus we 
can grow more aware of how complex powers can operate in the formation 

of multidimensional citizenship. 
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ÖZET 

Bu çalışmada eğitim yoluyla Yunan çok boyutlu yurttaşlığı ele 
alınmaktadır. Çok boyutlu yurttaşlığı en iyi şekilde anlayabilmek için dört 
boyutu irdelemek gerekmektedir: kişisel, sosyal, uzamsal ve zamansal 
(Karsten v.d. 2000:131). Bu boyutlar birbirlerinden bağımsız olmayıp 
birbirleriyle etkileşim İçindedirler. Bu çalışmada Yunan yurttaşlığı 
bağlamında uzamsal ve zamansal boyutların kişisel ve sosyal boyutları 
nasıl etkiledikleri ele alınacaktır. Bu çalışmanın Önemi karmaşık bir tarihe 
sahip bir ülkede çok boyutlu yurttaşlığın yapılanmasını anlamakta 
yatmaktadır. Böylece çok boyutlu yurttaşlığın yapılanmasında karmaşık 
güçlerin nasıl rol aldıkları konusunda daha bilinçli olabiliriz. 

Anahtar Sözcükler: Çok Boyutlu Yurttaşlık, Kişisel, Sosyal, 
Uzamsal ve Zamansal Boyutlar. 
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1. Introduct ion. 

Cit izenship is a comp lex and mul t id imens iona l concept , wi th long 
d isputes about its proper use (Beck, 1998) . T h e c lassical def ini t ion of c i t izenship 
rests on the asser t ion that c i t izenship involves a fusion between rights and 
obligations (Ichilov, 1998) . Th is needs caut ion , because as A. G iddens (2000: 
24) says : " there are no rights wi thout responsibi l i t ies (...) but this mus t app ly to 
everyone in soc ie ty" . 

T. H. Marshal l (1950) conceptua l i sed c i t izenship as involv ing th ree 
e lements ; the civil (wh ich concerns the right to indiv idual f reedom) , the poli t ical 
(which concerns the right to part ic ipate in the exerc ise of poli t ical power) a n d 
the socia l (which is based on the individual 's obl igat ion to contr ibute taxat ion to 
a state sys tem of provis ion that can redistr ibute resources to c i t izens w h o 
cannot prov ide for their own needs) . By c i t izenship, Marshal l (1973: 70) mean t 
"ful l membersh ip of a commun i t y " , where membersh ip entai ls part ic ipat ion by 
indiv iduals in the determinat ion of the condi t ions of their o w n assoc ia t ion. 

Recent descr ipt ions suppor t that c i t izenship consis ts of legal, cu l tura l , 
socia l a n d polit ical e lements , and prov ides ci t izens wi th def ined rights a n d 
obl igat ions, a sense of identi ty a n d socia l bonds . But c i t izenship does not 
depend solely on legal s ta tus ; it a lso requires a sense of belonging. 
Consequent ly when referr ing to c i t izenship w e need to address the cul tural and 
personal aspects of c i t izenship, focus ing on issues of identity, as wel l as 
address ing structural and pol i t ical issues (Osier and Starkey, 1996) . Issues of 
identi ty can be wel l descr ibed as dispositions and attitudes and that is a crucia l 
matter in order to unders tand the res is tance any change in c i t izenship s tatus 
can br ing. 

Heater (1990) c la imed c i t izenship as one of the identi t ies that the person 
has, helpful " to t a m e the d iv is i veness" of our ident i t ies, wh ich s tem f rom 
di f ferences of gender , race, nat ional i ty, rel igion and c lass ; he sugges ted that 
c i t izenship, though not cover ing the other ident i t ies, over lays t h e m . In other 
words c i t izenship can d isguise d i f ferences a n d that may lead to a d i f ferent iated 
degree of c i t izenship identity. Th is is obviously true in the case of mult icul tural 
societ ies, a l though, even in the mos t h o m o g e n e o u s society, c i t izens wil l 
possess more than one identity. 

Bot tery (1992) c la imed that c i t izenship shou ld be global ly or iented, due to 
the universal i ty of many cha l lenges a n d prob lems. It is wor th recal l ing the 
f amous observat ion of the Amer i can socio logist Daniel Bell about the role of the 
nat ion in the global era: " the nat ion state is too smal l to so lve the big p rob lems 
but too big to so lve the smal l ones , t oo " . A middle course could be that va lues 
a n d demands of nat ional c i t izenship shou ld not be den ied but comb ined wi th the 
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idea that no nat ion operates in isoiat ion f rom others, so that c i t izenship must 
comb ine the nat ional a n d the mul t inat ional d imens ions . 

T h e rapid growth of interest in the politics of environmentalism and animal 
rights has added a fur ther d imens ion to the concep t of commun i t y , effect ively 
c la iming c i t izenship r ights for future generat ions, non -human spec ies a n d the 
ear th itself (Wi lk ins, 2000 ) . Many of these 'new social movemen ts ' are in 
essence "v i r tual commun i t i es " , wi th indiv iduals commun ica t ing v ia Internet, 
such as the J 1 8 "ant i -capi ta l is t movemen t " . These communi t ies prov ide the 
mos t s igni f icant cha l lenge today to the convent iona l l ibera! democra t ic not ion of 
c i t izenship (Wi lk ins, 2000) , exempl ing how the nat ional c i t izenship a lone wi l l not 
be enough to meet the cha l lenges of the 2 1 s t century as the wor ld becomes 
more in terconnected a n d in terdependent a n d mul t id imensional c i t izenship is 
essent ia l in meet ing the needs of society. 

Mul t id imens iona l c i t izenship can be best unders tood compr is ing of four 
e lements : the persona l , the socia l , the spat ia l and the tempora l (Karsten et. al 
2000 :131) . T h e s e e lements do not operate in isolat ion but inter twine and 
inf luence each other. In this paper I will exp lore how the spat ia l a n d tempora l 
e lements in f luence the personal and the socia l as far as Greek c i t izenship is 
concerned . T h e impor tance of this s tudy lies in unders tand ing the complex i ty of 
the format ion of mul t id imens iona l c i t izenship in a country wi th a d isturbing 
history. T h u s w e can g row more aware of how comp lex powers can opera te in 
the format ion of mul t id imens iona l c i t izenship. 

2. Spat ia l A n d T e m p o r a l D i m e n s i o n s in Mul t id imensional C i t i z e n s h i p 

The spat ial aspec ts in mul t id imensional c i t izenship go wi thout say ing : one 
important and basic w a y of perceiv ing mult ip le identi t ies is accord ing to locality. 
W e all are c i t izens of our local commun i t y , our region, our nat ion state, the 
supra-nat ional cond i t i on (EU for example ) a n d of the wor ld . A l though as many 
researches have dep ic ted , there seems to be a push a n d pull relat ionship 
be tween the nat ion /s tate a n d g lobal izat ion, in a fully built sense , w e can 
suppor t the idea that all senses of be long ing can coexis t a n d that one w a y of 
sens ing c i t izenship does not need to deva lue other ways of be long ing . 

T h e ques t ion that ar ises is wha t happens if there is a contradict ion of 
d i rect ions a n d interests be tween the var ious levels of spat ial based c i t izenship: 
there is a case where there might be a rival be tween author i t ies that s tem f rom 
dif ferent levels, a n d there might ar ise the need of suppor t for the ident i f icat ion of 
t he one to be en fo rced . On the one hand , there s e e m s to be a t rend whe re the 
smal ler the level , the easier it is for one to co inc ide a n d the bigger possibi l i ty to 
inf luence, and the larger the level , the possibi l i ty to co inc ide a n d to in tervene 
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gets smal ler . O n the other hand g lobal issues affect all a n d this fact seems to 
unite people regard less of level of in tervent ion. 

T h e tempora l aspects in mul t id imens iona l c i t izenship are crucia l as wel l . 
Persona l a n d social d imens ions of mul t id imens iona l c i t izenship are in some w a y 
histor ical ly cond i t ioned. Histor ical ly m a n y a reas h a d dif ferent condi t ions, 
backg round or even occupat iona l status and that is someth ing to take under 
observat ion w h e n examin ing mult ip le ident i t ies. In that sense w e must not be so 
p reoccup ied wi th the present that w e lose t rack of the past a n d the fu ture. 
Ci t izens need a rich knowledge of their o w n a n d the wor ld 's history to give t hem 
the sense of connec tedness and roo tedness , and the depth of unders tanding 
that are essent ia l to the pract ice of the mul t id imens iona l c i t izenship. T e m p o -
cent r ism can be misguid ing to that . 

Past Present Future 

Graphl : Multiple identities according to space. 

Graph 2: The axis of time. 

T h e spat ia l and tempora l aspects of mul t id imens iona l c i t izenship do not 
opera te in isolat ion but intertwine: w e can port ray t he tempora l and spat ial 
d imens ions as below: 
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Graph 3: The interconnectedness of the temporal and spatial dimensions in citizenship 

Mul t id imensionai c i t izenship requires that ci t izens shou ld be able to live 
a n d work at a ser ies of in terconnected levels f r om the local to the mul t inat ional . 
O n e cause of res is tance to mul t id imens iona l c i t izenship identit ies is the fact that 
the change of d ispos i t ions create res is tance and especial ly if tempora l a n d 
spat ial d i f ferent iat ions occur to suppor t that. C h a n g e somet imes does not occur 
in a natural condi t ion a n d poli t ical reasons are proven to be insuff icient to 
disposi t ional change . Mul t ip le identi t ies can lead to role conf l ict and hard 
cho ices for indiv iduals. Thus mul t id imens iona l c i t izenship educat ion wou ld 
require that w e prov ide a del iberat ive a n d ref lect ive f ramework for s tudents to 
unders tand their mul t ip le roles a n d to prov ide t h e m with the skil ls to cross 
boundar ies , whe ther they are spat ia l , or tempora l , or cul tural . 

Th is , at the mos t basic level requires that c i t izenship educat ion inc ludes 
wha t Haveney ca l led " respect ive consc iousness" , the recogni t ion or awareness 
on the part of the indiv idual that he or she has a v iew of the wor ld that is not 
universal ly sha red a n d that this v iew of the wor ld has been s h a p e d and 
cont inues to be s h a p e d by inf luences that often escape consc ious detect ion a n d 
that others have v iews of the wor ld that are pro foundly different f rom one 's own 
(1976, p.4). At t he most advanced level it w o u l d ask that c i t izens unders tand 
n o w one or more other cu l tures fee l f rom the s a m e point of an insider. 
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3. Spat ia l A n d Tempora l D i m e n s i o n s In G r e e k C i t i zensh ip Format ion 

It has been sugges ted that the deve lopment of the concep t of the nat ion 
a n d its relat ion to the concep t of the state acqu i red d ive rse mean ings depend ing 
on regional var iat ions, for examp le the mean ing is be ing conceptua l i zed in 
different manne rs in Wes te rn , Eastern and Sou thern Europe (D iamandouros , 
1983) . In Wes te rn Europe, where the French Revo lu t ion and the presence of a 
s t rong civi l society in f luenced the concep t of na t iona l ism, an emphas is on 
indiv idual r ights w a s general ly unders tood wi th in the f ramework of l ibera l ism. 
Eastern European nat ional ism, is itself a product of the Wes te rn European 
exper ience cen te red , not on French, but on G e r m a n prototypes. In G e r m a n y the 
const ruc t ion of nat ional ism had as a central e lement " the subst i tut ion of the 
concept of 'Volk' for the concepts of indiv idual or c i t izen. Greece resembles 
c loser to Eastern European nat iona l ism. In other wo rds , Ge rman , Eastern a n d 
Greek nat ional ism a imed at preserv ing the t ruths of the cu l ture, the organic 
unity of t he people conce ived not as indiv idual ent i t ies but as members of the 
group (Konstante l lou, 1992:64) . 

T h e fact is that Greeks dur ing 400 years of the O t t oman occupat ion had 
found their own ways to exist that had not much to do wi th the inst i tut ions of the 
west . Wi th in the mult iethnic O t toman Empire , the Greek subjects had forged 
inst i tut ions that a l lowed them secur i ty a n d in s o m e cases even prosper i ty v is a 
v is the cent ra l ized O t toman state. T h e most impor tant insti tut ion w a s the 
ex tended fami ly, wh ich became the centra l m e c h a n i s m that sa feguarded the 
interests of its members in their deal ings wi th s ta te author i t ies. 

T h e ex tended fami ly gave rise to an intr icate c l ientage network that 
insured the protect ion of fami ly m e m b e r s (cl ients) by powerfu l patrons w h o 
func t ioned as intermediar ies be tween the fami ly and poli t ical author i t ies 
(Konstante l lou, 1992) . Th is gave rise to an ethos of p ronounced local ism and 
paroch ia l i sm, wh ich can be f ound even today in Greece , that was effect ive to 
impede nat ional integrat ion by placing a p rem ium on pr imordia l sent iments , and 
by produc ing f ierce and lasting local a n d regional a t tachmen ts " (D iamandouros , 
1983) . It w a s this e thos that w a s cha l lenged by the smal l but dynamic group of 
western iz ing Greeks , the modern izat ion g roup , w h o a t tempted to establ ish the 
foundat ions of a western state. 

S ince before the Revolu t ion, one can f ind two interest groups in Greece : 
the t radi t ional is ts, (which inc luded the Chu rch , the landowners a n d the 
Phanar io ts) a n d the modern izat ion g roup. Wi th in a context that emphas ized the 
cul tural unity of the people, accord ing to the romant ic ism movemen t of the 1 9 l h 

century , t he past and history car r ied t remendous weight . Moreover the Greeks 
found themse lves in a unique si tuat ion because of its relat ion to Class ica l 
Ant iqui ty a n d to the suppor t of the Phil-el l inist movemen t . 
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From its incept ion Greece was beset by a double anxiety of inf luence. It 
had to prove to modern European nat ions that it w a s wor thy to be part of their 
commun i t y and at the s a m e t ime to prove to itself that it w a s wor thy of its 
g lor ious past (Jusdanis, 1991) . So on the one hand the Modern izat ion group 
h a d its focus on how to European ize the nat ion , whi le the tradit ional ists focused 
on how to preserve its t radi t ion, wh ich w a s highly inf luenced by eastern cul ture. 

Historical ly Greek nat ional identi ty has been rooted in dif ferent areas. O n 
the one hand there is the c la im that the Wes t had been c reated on the va lue 
basis of the Ancient Greece . Th is c la im that Anc ient Greece is the birth country 
of the western civi l izat ion was a reason for nat ional pr ide and a d rawback for 
s igni f icant changes . At the s a m e t ime Greece w a s a lways c lose cultural ly to the 
East and the Balkans (note for e x a m p l e rel ig ion, music, food , va lues etc.) . T h e 
fact is that G reece was never East, nor West , but inc luded features of East a n d 
W e s t together. 

A l though with the revolut ion and the es tab l ishment of the Modern Greek 
state it seemed that the modern iza t ion g roup h a d victory to record, it s e e m e d a 
"burn ing" victory. As N. Mouzel is has remarked , if they had succeeded in 
impos ing a Wes te rn fo rm of gove rnmen t , they w e r e less successfu l in mak ing it 
funct ion in the s a m e w a y as in the Wes t , s ince it d id not take the tradit ional ists 
long to infi ltrate the expand ing State apparatus and to gear the who le polit ical 
sys tem to the safeguard ing and promot ion of their interests. 

4 . C i t i zensh ip E d u c a t i o n in G r e e k S c h o o l s 

T h e v iew of c i t izenship taught in the schoo ls has often been unduly 
pass ive and conformis t and it has d iscr iminated against girls and minor i t ies 
s tudents (Anyon 1980, Crick & Porter 1978, Kert is et a l . 1992) . it has often 
ref lected the interests of those in power in a part icular society a n d thus has 
been a measure of indoctr inat ion and the estab l ishment of ideological 
h e g e m o n y rather than of educat ion (App le 1999, Bourd ieu a n d Passeron , 1977, 
Snyders , 1976, Popkewi tz , 2000) . 

Schools of nat ion/states w e r e in tended to give the young ci t izens a sense 
of identi ty and of ten of nat ional pr ide a n d to teach them the rights and dut ies of 
c i t izenship as off icial ly de f ined. In order for t he ci t izens of the nat ion/state to 
protect its terr i tor ies the "fear of the enemy" w a s invented (Coulby & Jones , 
2001 ) . In Greece the const ruct ion of the "enemy" presented through educat ion 
is a phenomenon with not iceable changes , wh ich w a s a product of histor ical 
c i rcumstances . Dur ing the 1 9 t h century the A lban ians were thought to be a race 
similar to the Greeks , s ince they both w e r e genera ted f rom the ancient race of 
l l l i r ious, and the fact was por t rayed in the tex tbooks of the t ime. After the loss of 
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the terr i tor ies of Nor th Ipiros there is no more ment ion of that. T h e fact of 
portraying the "other" though histor ical c i r cumstances can be obse rved wi th 
reference to the Arabs , the Bu lgar ians , the Russ ians , the Tu rks or the 
Yugos lav ians. 

As far as Ci t izenship Educat ion in the Greek Educat ional Sys tem is 
concerned , there w e r e two proposals for its app roach , the 'Greek-Christian', 
t radit ional a n d the Modern-Individual rights, wh ich are ref lect ions of the two 
basic ideologies in the count ry 's soc ia l and poli t ical f ie ld. In the pol i t ical and the 
c i t izenship f ie ld, the dissimi lar i ty is found in the relat ion of the law to the h u m a n 
factor. It is about the ' ind iv idual ism' of the Greek ci t izen and his/her prob lemat ic 
relat ionship towards the State , d u e to this fact. Th is part icular character is t ic of 
the Greek ci t izen is cons ide red , by both the proposals , to be a major p rob lem in 
Greek society and the ma in cause of the above dissimilar i ty. 

The 'Greek-Chr is t ian ' ( tradit ional) vers ion is an a m a l g a m of the mode rn 
religiosity a n d the reverence a n d moral i ty in wh ich it ends . It presents a priori ty 
to the col lect ive, wh ich identi f ies wi th the author i tat ive State, w h o s e d e m a n d s 
are in comp le te ha rmony with the above mora l c o m m a n d s . O n the other h a n d , 
the 'modern is t - indiv idual r ights' vers ion Is a pure vers ion of En l igh tenment 's 
theory about nature, wh i ch , hav ing indiv idual-centr ism as the start ing point, 
a ims at the benef ic ial indiv idual-centr ic cover ing of the persona l needs . 
Modern ism w a s connec ted wi th a sys tem of State intervent ion (mixed 
economy) . T h e modern izat ion g roup , highly in f luenced by the west t radi t ion d id 
not succeed in ove rcoming the obstac les coming f rom the Greek-Chr is t ian 
tradi t ion. 

Future 

East 

Modern izers 

Wes t 

Tradi t ional elite 
Past 

Graph 4: The configuration ol the trends in Greek citizenship identity. 
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There fore , the two 'conf l ic t ing' proposals focus the poli t ical incident on the 
State 's m e c h a n i s m , because , for the tradi t ional ists it is an express ion of the 
nat ion ( ideal ism) accord ing to p lace and t ime, whe reas , for the modern is ts it is 
the necessary distr ibut ive mechan i sm. T h e main consequence of the above , 
c o m m o n for both the proposa ls , is the dist inct ion of the axis r ights-dut ies to the 
basic poli t ical ax is, as far as Ci t izenship Educat ion is conce rned (Zeidas, 2001) . 

As a result, w e have the un-br idged conf l ict be tween the indiv idual a n d 
the socia l /col lect ive, wh ich is p resented in Ci t izenship educat ion in Greece , 
wh ich is obv ious f rom the one-s ide deve lopment of the no rms that are 
p resen ted on the sur face (d isappearance of indiv idual th rough col lect iv ism on 
the one hand (conservat ive group) a n d comp le te distr ibut ion through l iberal ism 
on the other, (modern iza t ion g roup) . T h e result of the conf l ict of the above 
t radi t ions remains the indiv idual-centr ic posi t ion of the h u m a n r ights, wh ich w a s 
estab l ished historical ly in the Greek nat ion, ei ther it refers to the nature theory of 
the modern vers ion, or to the potent ia l -moral vers ion of the ' t radi t ional ' p roposa l . 
A n d th is, beyond any progress made in Greek society cont inues to consis t a 
p rob lem. 

5. R e c e n t t rends in C i t i z e n s h i p educat ion 

In late modern i ty , l iberal/social democrac ies require crit ical ly aware 
ci t izens in order to opera te effect ively, and this need for a soph is t ica ted, 
poli t ical ly l i terate c i t izenry is comp lemen ted by the skil ls a n d out look 
encouraged by an educat iona l sys tem in wh ich s tudents are taught to quest ion 
rather than to obey , exper iment rather than learn by rote (Heater, 1990:104) . 
However the crit ical c i t izen also creates a potent ial threat for a poli t ical 
es tab l ishment dr iven by a desi re to mainta in stabi l i ty and a grip on power 
(Wi lk ins, 2000 :17 ) . 

Another conce rn of Ci t izenship Educat ion in late modern i ty is to e m b o d y 
di f ference. Today the school 's miss ion of cul tural homogen isa t ion for the nat ion 
is be ing t rans fo rmed. In A. Novoa 's words (2000:34) , " today w e are con f ron ted 
wi th an exp los ion of t radi t ional identi t ies and wi th an effort to red iscover or 
rather to re invent new identities". The basic concep t of the ci t izen of the nat ion 
state has to be enr i ched to include mult iethnic, mult i racial and mult icul tural 
d imens ions . Many count r ies that are seek ing to redef ine c i t izenship educat ion 
for the new democra t ic s tate are tak ing this del icate si tuat ion ser iously. Os ier 
(1995: 5) a rgues that 

An appropriate education for the 21st century is one that 
encourages the development of an inclusive than an exclusive 
understanding of national identity and citizenship. This revitalized view of 
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education would promote an understanding of the rights and 
responsibilities of democratic citizenship not dependent on ethnic affiliation 
or identification, but recognizing and supporting diversity both within and 
between societies. This view for active, participative citizenship might 
therefore acknowledge diversity, interdependence and differences in 
perception, and might approach areas of study from a variety of cultural 
perspectives, encouraging students to recognize shared values. 

Cit izenship construct ion is dynamic , ref lect ive and acceptab le to changes . 
Today Greece is conf ronted wi th major nat ional identi ty changes , the most 
signi f icant of wh ich are due to the European Un ion a n d g lobal izat ion. Dur ing the 
last twenty yea rs , more than 1 0 % of the schoo l populat ion is non-Greek and 
that is a responsibi l i ty the educat iona l sys tem has to over take. The latest 
en la rgement of the European Un ion creates a new cha l leng ing context for 
Greece . 

Educat iona l reforms in Greece have been very we l l descr ibed as " the 
reform that never w a s " (D imaras , 1995) . Efforts that have been made to 
improve features of the educat iona l sys tem are been constant ly s topped and 
the pendu lum swings back to the prev ious pos i t ion. Th is is very much t rue for 
c i t izenship educat ion in Greek pr imary schoo ls . But s ince c i t izenship identi ty is 
dynamic , c i t izenship educat ion needs f requent ly updat ing , in order to include 
recent changes . 

Due to the highly centra l ized educat iona l sys tem in Greece , the content 
taught in Greek schools today w a s wr i t ten more than twenty years ago. 
Inevi tably there is no reference to mul t icu l tura l ism, g lobal izat ion or immigrants . 
T h e last cur r icu lum reform, which wi l l be imp lemented by 2006 , is proven to be 
narrow to g loba l t rends. Ci t izenship educat ion cur r icu lum reform and the 
mul t id imens iona l aspect need en fo rcement . A dif ferent ref lect ive out look to 
curr icu lum re form needs to be enac ted . 

6. C o n c l u s i o n s 

Cit izenship educat ion entai ls the deve lopmen t of the civic knowledge 
(cogni t ive aspec t ) , skil ls (behavioura l aspec t ) and disposi t ions (normat ive 
aspect ) necessary for mak ing in formed dec is ions about and exerc is ing 
responsibi l i t ies a n d rights in a democra t ic soc ie ty . Educat ing c i t izens for a 
democracy effect ively means that c i t izens wil l be act ively invo lved in the public 
sphere , and they wil l not accept pass ive ly the d ic ta of o thers or acqu iesce to the 
demands of o thers (White, 1996) . 

Ci t izenship of course is not a n e w concept . One of the basic funct ions of 
school ing is the construct ion of the des i red c i t izen. But c i t izenship educat ion in 
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Greece has been unnecessar i ly narrow, emphas iz ing nat ional priori t ies a n d 
neglect ing the mul t inat ional . It has been conf ined to formal instruct ion rather 
than been in fused at schoo l ing as a who le , tak ing too passive a v iew of wha t 
c i t izenship entai ls. Ins tead, in order to mee t the cha l lenges of the 2 1 s ' century 
(social and economic inequal i t ies, env i ronmenta l deter iorat ion, unequa l access 
to informat ion techno log ies , reduced pr ivacy, th rea tened peace a n d secur i ty) a 
mul t id imensional c i t izenship is needed . Ci t izenship is more about d isposi t ions 
and at t i tudes than it is about skil ls and knowledge and that is someth ing 
educat ion has to take into cons iderat ion 

T h e p rob lem as it appea rs is "what is the profi le of the present Greek 
c i t izen?" Wh ich are his character is t ics? Has he the character is t ics of the 
western European or the Eastern? Does he act accord ing to the Medi te r ranean 
id iosyncrasy or accord ing to the Balkan? T h e answer to all these has not been 
complete ly clar i f ied. N o w a d a y s , when w e refer to a Greek ci t izen, of course , w e 
do not m e a n the one w h o is Greek in or ig in. A Greek cit izen is the one w h o is 
inf luenced in his everyday life by the pol i t ical, cul tural and economica l act iv i t ies, 
which occur in Greece , in the EU, as in the wor ld . At t i tudes, ident i t ies, 
d isposi t ions are wel l roo ted in t ime a n d space a n d therefore change in pol i t ical 
status does not consequent l y lead to change in ci t izenship identi ty. Th is 
recogni t ion is essent ia l if w e are to deal wi th prob lems in depth . But educat ing 
for c i t izenship today involves teach ing th ink ing for oneself whi le at the s a m e 
t ime l istening to a n d respect ing the v iewpoin ts of other peop le in order to 
become personal ly e n g a g e d wi th the prob lems a n d issues that confront one 's 
society. A n d Greece of today wi th the mult icul tural d imens ions it faces has to 
dea l wi th these issues. S o m e academics speak of del iberat ive c i t izenship 
educat ion argu ing that c i t izens must be educa ted to be able to think, ref lect, 
d iscuss , and to act in ways that are rat ional , reasonab le and ethical ly defens ib le 
(Cohen 1989, Ma thews , 1996, Mil ler, 1993) 

T h e quest ion to be asked and the start ing point of any re form shou ld be 
what k ind of c i t izenship is env isaged . T h e second quest ion is wha t k ind of 
c i t izenship w e possess . A n d the second quest ion involves analyz ing a n d 
including the g loba l cond i t ion . W e have to ask whe re w e are a n d where are w e 
going to . Tempora l a n d spat ia l e lements of c i t izenship are to be inc luded, s ince 
they af fect both the persona l a n d the soc ia l aspects of c i t izenship identi ty. 

7. S o m e Af ter thoughts 

W h e n Turkey b e c o m e s full member of the E.U. new oppor tun i t ies for 
Greeks and Turks are to be open : histor ical memor ies pe rsuade us of the 
possibi l i ty of harmonic co-ex is tence of the two nat ions. Ci t izenship educat ion for 
the const ruct ion of the des i red ci t izen of both nat ion/states has tended to create 
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the " fear of the e n e m y " of the "Other". The fact rema ins that d isposi t ions a n d 
at t i tudes are rooted in t ime and space , and in format ion based knowledge are 
suscept ib le of change . So, in th is regard both count r ies have to cont r ibute 
mutual ly to the alterat ion of informat ion of the "Other" that is del ivered th rough 
educa t ion . O n the other hand both t ime and space memor ies will contr ibute to 
the deve lopmen t of a deep a n d s incere re lat ionship. The re are more 
commona l i t i es than dissimilar i t ies in this context and that is someth ing most of 
us share a n d bel ieve. 
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