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Abdullah Necib el-Ayintabi’nin er-Risdletii’l-Vaz‘iyye Adli Eserinin Tahkikli Negri

Ozet: Islim diisiince geleneginde lafiz-anlam iliskisi meselesi dil bilimleri, mantik, kelim ve fikih
us@ilii gibi ilimlerde cesitli agilardan incelenmistir. Bu baglamda vaz‘ olgusu, ilk dénemlerden
itibaren bir mesele olarak inceleme konusu olmus, Adudiiddin el-Ictnin (6. 756/1355) er-
Risdletii’l-vaz‘iyye’si ile birlikte muhtelif ilimlerde daginik sekilde yer alan bu bilgiler, belirli bir
konu ve amag etrafinda toplanmis, mistakil bir yazim gelenegi baglatlmistr. Dar bir kapsam ve
muhteva ile telif edilen er-Risdletii’l-vaz iyyeden sonra bu alanda yazilan ¢ok sayidaki serh-hésiye
ve miistakil eserler vaz' meselelerinin gelisimine katkida bulunmus ve béylece vaz' miistakil bir
ilim dali hiiviyetini kazanmistir. Vaz‘ ilmine dair eser yazan dlimlerden Abdullah Necib Efendi
once vaz' ilmi ile alakalt kisa bir vaz‘ risilesi telif etmis, daha sonra da risilesindeki konularin daha
anlagilir olmast icin risilesini serh etmistir. Bu c¢alismada amacimiz, risilenin tahkikli nesrini
gerceklestirmenin yani sira ihtiva ettigi vaz' ilmi meselelerini degerlendirmektir. Abdullah Necib
Efendi bu risilesinde kendisinden 6nceki dénemlerde yazilmig vaz® ilmi literatiiriinden istifade
edip bu alandaki tartismalart mukayeseli bir degerlendirmeye tabi tutarak kendisine gore en dogru
goriisleri tercih ettikten sonra dogruluk payr icermeyen goriisleri de ¢esitli agilardan deliller
sunmak suretiyle elestirir. Vaz' ilmindeki ihtilafli meselelerin odak noktas: olarak belirlendigi bu
risileden yola ¢ikarak Abdullah Necib Efendinin goriis ve elestirilerini degerlendirecegiz.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Abdullah Necib el-Aymntibi, er-Risaletirl-Vaziyye, Vaz‘ Ilmi.

Ars.Gor. Timur Askan, Dokuz Eyliil Universitesi, ilahiyat Fakiiltesi, timur.askan@gmail.com

ATTF: Askan, Timur. “Abdullah Necib el-Ayintibinin er-Risdletii’l-Vaz‘iyye Adli Eserinin Tahkikli Nesti”. Tubkik
Lslami Himler Arastirma ve Nesir Dergisi 2/1 (Haziran/June 2019): 31-80.
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Ibrahim Ozdemir, Islim Diisiincesinde Dil ve Varlik, s. 137-215; Siikran Fazlioglu, “Vaz‘ ”
DIA, XLII, 576-578; a.mlf, Dil Bilimlerinin Siniflandirilmasi, 63-79; Abdullah Yildirim,
Islam Medeniyetinde Dil Ilimleri Tarib ve Problemler, ed. Ismail Giiler, “Vaz* Ilmi” 425-470.
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Bernard G. Weiss, Language in Orthodox Muslim Thought: A Studf of “Wad ‘al—Luéhab” and  its

Develapment, (PhD diss., Princeton University, 1966); Ibrahim Ozdemir, Islim Diigiincesinde

Dil ve Varlik, (Istanbul: Iz Yay., 2006); Abdullah Yildirim, Islam Medeniyetinde Dil Tlimleri

Tarib ve Problemler, ed. Tsmail Giiler, “Vaz‘ Tlmi”, (Istanbul: Tsam Yayinlari, 2015), 425-470.

Abdullah Yildirim, Islam Ilim ve Diisiince Geleneginde Adudiiddin el-Ici, ed. Esref Altas, “Adudiiddin Y
el-Ici ve er-Risiletii’l-Vaziyye”, (Ankara: Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Yayinlari, 2017), 77-117; Akin
Isleme, Ebu’l-Kasim Ali el-Leysi es-Semerkandi’nin Serbu’r-Risaletil-Vaz‘iyye (Serbu’l-Kebir) Limli
Eserinin Tabkik ve Degerlendirmesi, (Basilmamus Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, Marmara Universitesi, 2018);
Ayhan Can, Abdurrabman el-Cami'nin Serbu’r-Risileti’|-Vaz ‘iyye Adh Eserinin Edisyon Kritigi, (Ba-
silmamis Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, Hitit Universitesi, 2015); Ertugrul Okten, Jéami in Regional Contexts:
The Reception of ‘Abd al-Rabmin Jami's Work in the Islamicate World, ca. 9th/15th-14th/20th Cen-
tury, ed. Thibaut d'Hubert — Alexandre Papas, ‘Abd al-Rabman Jami and the Ottoman Linguistic
Tradition, Philosophy of Language and ‘Ilm al-Wad', (Leiden: 2018), 283-308; Siikran Fazlioglu, Dil
Bilimlerinin Simiflandirilmas: (el-Metalib el—jlabiyyeﬁ Mevzuat e-Ulum el-Lugaviyye) Molla Liitfi,
o (e s8] ) el b g ) s giie Elestirel Metin ve Inceleme, (Istanbul: Kitabevi, 2012);
2001¢ Musa Alp, ;‘Imp Dili uei?elagatz Agisindan Ali Kugcus w31 & ool CoSIN ls dadas ¢ aie dam]
ve ‘Unkildii’z-Zevihir fi Nazmi'l-Cevibir Adli Eseri, (Basilmamis Doktora Tezi, Dokuz EEyliil Uni-
versitesi, 2006); Abdullah Yildirim, Vaz Ilmi ve Unkiidu’z-Zevabir / Ali Kuscu, (Inceleme ve Degerlen-
dirme), (Basilmamis Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, Marmara Universitesi, 2007); Mustafa Oncii, “Molla Halil
es-Siirdnin Vad Tlmi ile Tlgili Risalesinin Tahlili ve ‘Adtduddin el-Icfnin Risalesi ile Karsilagtiril-
mast”, Dicle Universitesi Ilabiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 15/2, (2013): 365-391; Ramazan Demir, “Eginli
Tbrahim Hakki Efendi ve Metnun f1-Vaz' Adl Risalesi”, Sarkiyar Mecmuast, XVIIL, (2011/1): 39-
57; Musa Alak, “Mesihat Miistesart Eginli Tbrahim Hakk: Efendinin Vaz‘ Ilmine Dair Rislesinin
Tahkik ve Tahlili”, Itanbul Universitesi Ilabiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 25, (2011): 29-76; Muhammed
Salih Strticti, Eginli Mehmed Rabmi Efendi’nin el-‘Ucdiletii'r-Rabmiyye fi Serhi’r-Risaleti’l-Vaz‘y-
ye Adli Eseri (Metin ve Inceleme), (Bastlmamis Yiisek Lisans Tezi, Marmara Universitesi, 2017).
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A Critical Edition of “al-Risalab al-Wad ‘iyya” by ‘Abdullah Najib
al-Ayintabi (d. 1219/1804)

by Timur ASKAN

This paper presents a critical edition of al-Risalab al-Wad‘iyya by ‘Abdullah
Najib al-Ayintabi who was an Ottoman scholar from the 19" century. The first
section provides general information about the author and his scholarly endeav-
ors. ‘Abdullah Najib al-Ayintabi published a variety of analyses in several fields
such as grammar, Islamic law, Islamic theology, Islamic mysticism, shama’il,
logic and wad’. His works consisted mostly of commentaries in consideration
of the fact that the tradition of commentaries and super-commentaries on the
standard of texts were used extensively during this period. He wrote on shama’il
in addition to a commentary on al-Qadi ‘Iyad’s al-Shifa’ entitled Kanz al-Wafa’
f1 Sharh al-Shifa’, and on Abi ‘Isi al-Tirmidhi’s Shama’il; on tasawwuf a com-
mentary on Ibn ‘Arabi’s al-Dawr al-A'ld; on Persian grammar a commentary
on Mustafa b. Aba Bakr al-Sivasts al-Mafatib al-Dariyya; on logic a commen-
tary on Abu Sa‘id al-Hadimi’s al-‘4ra’is; on the science of the methodology
of Islamic jurisprudence (usizl al-figh) a commentary on Abu Sa‘id al-Hadim’s
Majami‘ al-Haqd’iq; on Islamic theology two short treatises entitled Risila fi
Ism Allab and Sharh Kalimat al- Tawbid. Taking his listed publications into con-
sideration he may be regarded as a leading scholar in the field of ilm al-wad"in
his time. He also wrote a commentary (sharh) on his al-Risalab al-Wad‘iyya by
referring to works of both past and present.

Among other Islamic disciplines, special emphasis was placed on linguistic
studies as a way of reflecting their efforts to understand the Qur'an. The linguistic
sciences in the Ottoman period were dominated by studies on morphology, syn-
tax, dictionary, rhetoric, poetry, prosody, and wad" as part of the broader frame-
work of Arabic language and literature. Scholars from other parts of the Islamic
world had therefore followed the Ottomans in this particular scholarly endeavor.
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The term wad’is a verbal noun or an infinitive whose generic meaning is
“to put down”, “to place”, “to posit”’, and so forth. In its more technical usage
the term wad’ refers to the positing of vocables as designations for particular
meanings. 7lm al-wad’ is one of the Arabic-Islamic grammatical sciences that
discusses the relationship between vocables (lafz/mawdii’) and meaning (ma ‘na/
mawdi‘ lab). There are three components of language: vocables, meanings and
a positor (wadi’). According to this theory, meanings are ideas in the mind, hu-
mans produce vocables, and then a decision maker selects a vocable for specific
meanings. The wad’ consists of the word-meaning relation debate. It comes out
of a linguistic problem in relation to the characteristics of a meaning denoted
by words. It essentially aims to fix the relationship between two sets: vocables

and meanings.

The issues and problems related to the science of wad‘ were discussed dis-
persedly in various sciences including, for example, in linguistic sciences (mor-
phology, syntax, rhetoric), logic, Islamic theology (‘ilm al-kalam), and the sci-
ence of the methodology of Islamic jurisprudence (usit! al-figh). Nevertheless,
these issues and problems were not evaluated within the framework of %lm al-
wad’, instead they were generally viewed from a much more limited perspective.

The groundbreaking work in ‘ilm al-wad* was a short treatise entitled al-
Risalab al-Wad'iyya by ‘Adud al-Din al-Iji. The main motivation of al-Iji to
write this treatise was the problem on the characteristics of meaning, denoted
by pronouns and particles. In this treatise, al-Iji determined wad‘at the center
of his analysis and further introduced a new kind of development in the wad*
debate by harmonizing the tools of the then existing scientific legacies. Al-
Iji became the dividing line between the earlier generations of linguists (-
taqaddimin) and the later generations (muta akbkbirin) on the problem of the
positing of shakhsi vocables. Earlier scholars claimed that, in terms of meaning,
wad’ has two types: al-wad* al-aGmm/mawdi‘ lab ‘@mm (the general positing of
a vocable for a general meaning) and al-wad* al-khasymawdi‘ lab al-khdss (the
specific positing of a vocable for a specific meaning). Earlier scholars assumed
pronouns and particles to be universal, although al-Iji and later scholars re-
framed them as particular. Al-Iji criticized previous scholars and argued that
there were certain types of shaksi vocables such as pronouns and particles that
could not be grouped under any of the two types. These problematic groups
of vocables are comprised of four categories: personal pronouns (damir), de-
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monstrative pronouns (ism al-ishara), relative pronouns (ism al-mawsil) and
particles (harf). Al-Iji solved the problem of categorization by adding a new
type into a two-fold categorization: al-wad* al-‘amm/mawdi* lab al-khass (the
general positing of a vocable for a specific meaning). Although a general entity
in the mind-set is posited on an unspecified thing in the outside world, in prac-
tice it always refers to a specific entity. He introduced a new concept to resolve
this issue: dlar al-wad’ (tool of positing). According to this tool of positing, one
could use a general term in order to refer to a particular person, that is, a general
positing to a specific meaning.

Al-Iji was therefore first to introduce the category of general positing to a
specific meaning. His new contribution emerged as an area of scholarly discus-
sion and studies on the science of wad" have stirred many a debate thereafter.
Following his publication, numerous commentaries and super-commentaries
on his treatise and some independent works were written. The discussions be-
tween al-Taftazani and Sayyid Sharif al-Jurjani contributed to the advancement
of the subject. The various schools of wad* and their followers have enriched
the dynamism within the science of wad* and their works have likewise made
considerable contributions to the debate.

Al-Ayintabi discusses in his short treatise and commentary on al-Risalah
al-Wad‘iyya issues and problems of wad‘. Al-Ayintabi had written a commen-
tary on his Risalab in order to explain and elaborate on the treatise in more
detail. He divided the treatise into three parts: introduction (muqaddima), two
destinations (magqsad) and conclusion (kbatima). Al-Ayintabi presents three es-
says (magqala) in the introduction. In the first magqala, he defines the science of
al-wad’, including its issues, aims and merits. He begins by defining wad‘ as a
science. He then discusses wad systematically both in theoretical and practical
terms, which he follows with a presentation of the subject matter of wad* as
being a part of scientific study. Al-Ayintabi makes a further distinction between
im al-wad‘ and other sciences, in particular ‘ilm al-bayan. In the second ma-
gala he discusses the problem of the presence or absence of wad‘in metaphor
(majaz). Al-Taftazani claims that there is wad* in majaz, while Sharif al-Jurjani
claims there is no wad‘ in majaz. If the term wad refers to the “positing of
vocables as designations for particular meanings by itself,” then majaz is not
included in this definition. This is because assignment (z‘in) in majaz is not
by wad*but by qarina (context). If the definition of wad*— “positing of vocables
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as designations for particular meanings by itself” — is taken into consideration
without “by itself,” this would render wad*a wider scope thus including al-
haqiga and majaz together. This is by virtue of the fact that assignment is un-
limited “by itself.” Since al-Ayintabi aims to distinguish between the problems
of ‘ilm al-wad‘ and ‘ilm al-bayan, he extracts majaz from wad* issues which is
similar to Sharif al-Jurjant’s take. In the third magala, he explains the types of
positing (agsam al-wad’) according to vocables. In terms of vocables (lafz) he
divides the parts of wad into two types: juz’7 (particular) and kulli (universal).
Juz1 (particular) means that things whose concepts are not in common with
others prevents other things from falling under it, while kulli (universal) means
that things whose concepts do not prevent others from falling under it. Al-Ay-
intabi dedicates two destinations (magsad) of his treatise to classification. He
classifies vocables in terms of their meanings, and criticizes opinions on al-wad’
al-‘amm/mawdi’ lab al-‘kbass. The first magsad is divided into three observato-
ries (marsad). He divides the parts of wad, in terms of meaning, into two types;
al-wad* al-khass/'mawdu’ lab al-khdss (specific positing to specific meaning), al-
wad’ al-‘amm/mawdi‘ lab al-‘amm (general positing to general meaning). The
meanings of vocables are either general or specific. Later, he divides al-wad* al-
khdss into two parts: al-wad* al-shakhsi (specific), al-wad‘ al-naw (generic), and
divides al-wad* al-‘amm to the essence of general (dhat al-kulli) and particulars
subsumed under the general concept (hisas al-kulli). In the second marsad, he
rejects Sharif al-Jurjants concept: d@lat al wad’ (tool of positing). According to
his tool of positing, one could use a general term to refer to a particular person
that is a general positing to specific meaning. Al-Ayintabi claims that criterion
of positing to be by meaning, not by the tool of positing. In the third marsad,
he distinguishes between al-wad’ al-shakhsi (specific), al-wad* al-naw (gener-
ic), and al-wad’ al-‘urfi, and compared to its particulars they are unspecified or
specific things in the outside world.

The second magsad consists of three unique (farida) aspects. Al-Ayintabi
dedicates this section of his treatise to criticize opinions on al-wad*‘ al-‘amm/
mawdi‘ lah al-khass (general positing to specific meaning). Earlier scholars had
assumed pronouns and particles to be universal; meanwhile, al-Iji and later
scholars re-framed them as particular. These problematic groups of vocables are
comprised of four categories: personal pronouns (damir), demonstrative pro-
nouns (ism al-ishara), relative pronouns (ism al-mawsil) and particles (hary).
Al-Ayintabi adopted al-Taftazants opinion in this regard. He claims that the
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positing of the four categories in their type are general positing to general
meaning. But this general wad®is not a positing to the essence of the general
(dbat al-kulli), but to its particulars subsumed under the general concept in the
outside world (hisas al-kulli al-muqayyad bi al-tashakbkbus). Reason being that
for the practice in general wad” has two types: to essence (dbat) or to particu-
lars (hisas); and as for the particular, it also has two types: absolute particulars/
unlimited particulars (al-hisas al-mutlaq) or limited particulars subsumed under
the general concept (al-hisas al-muqayyad bi al-tashakbkbus fi al-kbarij). Al-Ay-
intab1 rejects the type of general positing to specific meaning from different
angles. For example, he claims that this type causes the positing of wad* to
a nonexistent, unknown particulars, and a vicious circle between general and
specific. This is because decision makers are positing wad‘ all to an unknown
and nonexistent particulars. Al-Ayintabi dedicates the conclusion of his treatise
to three warnings (mnbibar). In these warnings, he rejects the distinctive type
of general positing to general meaning to only four categories. He makes a
distinction between particles, pronouns, demonstrative pronouns, and relative
pronouns. The particles require another vocable to express a meaning, but the
meaning of pronouns, demonstrative pronouns and relative pronouns is inde-
pendent; the meaning of these words are found in the words by themselves.
Nevertheless, the meaning hidden in these words and in the pronouns’ meaning
can be understood through the context of interlocution (qarina khitabiyya),
demonstrative pronoun through sensory evidence (qarina bissiya), and relative
pronoun through rational evidence (qarina ‘aqliyya). In his last warning, al-Ay-
intabi explains that the universal wad‘ according to linguists are its multiple
individuals in the outside world (ashkhis muta‘addada), but the universal wad*
according logicians are its generality to those particulars subsumed under the
general concept (al-kulli al-muqayyad bi al-tashakbkhbus fi al-kbarij). He claims
that this usage (isti‘mal) does not conflict with that of wad".

There are three extant copies of the manuscript in Turkish libraries. Two
of these copies (Ankara Ilahiyat, number: 38193 and 37227) are in collections
(majmii‘a). The treatise in all of these copies precedes its commentary. The
first copy of the commentary (Ankara Ilahiyat, 38193) is dated Hegira 1237,
the second (Ankara Ilahiyat, 37227) Hegira 1238, and the third (Stileymaniye,
Hact Mahmud Efendi, 6221) Hegira 1280. This study follows the referencing
standards set by the Islamic Research Center (ISAM).
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Al-Risalab al-Wad‘iyya, alongside its commentary, has contributed im-
mensely to the development of the wider debate on wad’. In this treatise, con-
troversial issues and problems within ‘im al-wad’ were particularly emphasized.
The author criticizes some views in reference to controversial issues within ‘ilm
al-wad’. Our study concludes that al-Ayintabi engaged with the ‘ilm wad’ tra-
dition where he placed wad"at the center of his classification. He defines wad*
as a science and discusses it systematically in both theory and practice, and
presents the subject matter of wad‘as a part of scientific study. With that said,
al-Ayintabi accepts earlier scholars’ opinions when it comes to the wad‘ types of
general positing to general meaning while he rejects the type of general positing
to specific meaning from different angles.
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