EDITORDEN

2014 yilindan beri yayimlanan Tiirkiye Ortadogu Calismalar1 Dergi-
si (TOCD), elinizdeki sayisindan itibaren yonetim degisikligine gitti.
Tiirkiye’de Ortadogu ¢alismalarinin kurumsallagsmasinda ciddi emek harca-
yan kurucu editdriimiiz Prof. Dr. Kemal Inat’a tesekkiir ediyoruz. Ortadogu
¢alismalarina kurumsal bir zemin olusturma ¢abasinin en 6énemli ¢iktilarin-
dan biri olan TOCD, ilk giinkii heyecani ile yoluna devam edecektir. Bu he-
yecan, hem sahsen yeni editdr olarak benim hem de editdr kurula yeni dahil
olan arkadaglarin en fazla 6nem verdigi seydir. Elbette dergiye yazilari ile
katk1 veren ve katki vermeye devam edecek olanlar bu kurumsallagma ¢aba-
sinin en biiyiik destekgileridir. Bugiine kadar dergimize katk: veren herkese
bu vesile ile tesekkiir ediyoruz.

Yeni sayimizda alti bagimsiz makale ve iki de kitap degerlendirmesine yer ve-
riyoruz. Sayinim ilk makalesi olan Muhittin Ataman ve Cagatay Ozdemir’in
“Tiirkiye’nin Suriye Politikas1: Degismeyen Hedefler, Degisen Oncelikler”
baslikli ¢alismada, Suriye krizi karsisinda Tiirkiye’nin hedeflerinin sabit
kaldigin1 fakat buna karsilik krizin ilerleyen agamasinda onceliklerinde bir
degisim yasandigi iddia edilmektedir. Yazarlara gore, bir siire insani normlar
Tiirkiye’nin Suriye politikasini belirlerken, 2016 yili sonrasinda bu normlar
ikincil 6ncelikler olmus ve sert giic odakli askeri operasyonlarla yer degis-
tirmistir.

Saymin ikinci makalesinde Esra Cavusoglu “Ingiltere’nin Korfeze Yonelik
Post-kolonyal Dig Politikast (1971-1991): Alternatif Bir Yaklasim” baglikli
caligmasi ile Ingiltere’nin Korfez giivenligine yonelik dis politikasini dzel-
likle fran Devrimi sonrasinda ortaya ¢ikan politika kaymasina odaklanarak
incelemektedir. Yazarin temel iddiasi, Ingiltere’nin mezhep ayrimciligimi
provoke etmeye yonelik soylemi, Korfez iilkeleri ile iligkilerinde ve 6zellikle
Iran-Irak Savas1 ve onu takip eden Korfez Savasi ile derinlesen bolgenin gii-
venliklestirilmesinde etkin bir ara¢ olarak kullandig1 seklindedir.

Ucgiincii olarak Murat Ulgiil, “Parlamenter Sistemde Baskanlik D1s Politika-
sin1 Sekillendirmek: Erdogan ve Muhtarlar Toplantilar1” baglikli ¢aligmasin-
da literatiirde daha Once ele alinmayan oldukga ilging bir vakay1 inceliyor.
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in muhtarlar toplantilarinda yaptig1 konusmalar1 in-
celeyen Ulgiil, bu konusmalardan hareketle Erdogan’in Islamci1 olup olma-
dig1 ve Tiirkiye’ nin dis politika yoneliminin degisip degismedigi sorularina
bir cevap ariyor.

Saymin dordiincli makalesi olan Fahri Danig’in “Tiirk Dis Politikasinda Ka-
rar Alicilarin Orta Dogu Algisi: 1957-1958 Krizleri” baglikli ¢alismada, 1957
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Suriye ve 1958 Irak olaylar lizerinden Adnan Menderes ve dis politikada
80z sahibi diger Demokrat Partililerin Ortadogu algisi ortaya konulmaktadir.
Séylem analizinin kullanildigi makalede Demokrat Parti karar alicilarinin
Ortadogu’ya yonelik algilarinin 1950°lerin ikinci yarisinda Tiirk dig politika-
sina yansimalar1 da ¢6ziimlenmektedir.

Tolga Demiryol ve Hasan Deniz Peksen kaleme aldiklart “Enerji ve Giiven-
lik Ekseninde Tiirkiye-Irak Iliskileri” baslikli besinci makalede, Tiirkiye-Irak
iligkilerinde enerji unsurunun artan goriiniirliigiini ele aliyorlar. Demiryol
ve Peksen’in temel iddialar, iki iilke arasindaki enerji isbirligi ve projelerin
esasen siyasal ve jeopolitik gerekliliklerce sekillenen giivenlik politikalarinin
ylriitilmesinde bir ara¢ ve kolaylastirici rolii gordiigiidiir.

Altinc1 makale olan Ozkan Gokcan’m “Suriye nin Kiirt Meselesinin Tarihsel
Seyri (1946-2011)” baglikli ¢alismasi ise okuyucuyu Suriye’deki Kiirt soru-
nuna iligkin giris seviyesinde tarihsel bir yolculuga ¢ikariyor. Bunu yapar-
ken, Kiirt meselesinin nasil ortaya ¢iktig1 ve i¢ savasa kadarki siiregte nasil
bir gelisim sergiledigi ‘devlet politikalar1’ izerinden ele alintyor.

Yeni sayimizda goriismek iizere...

Ali Balc1
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies (TJIMES), which has been
published since 2014, has undergone a change in its editorial board with this
new issue. We are grateful to our founding editor, Prof. Dr. Kemal Inat, who
made great efforts to institutionalize Middle Eastern studies in Turkey. The
TIMES, as one of the significant outputs of this effort to create an institutional
ground for Middle Eastern studies, will continue to follow its path with the
excitement like on the first day. This excitement is what I personally as the
new editor and the colleagues, who newly joined the editorial board, consider
the most important. Those, who contribute and will continue to contribute
to the journal with their writings, are certainly the biggest supporters of this
institutionalization effort. At this point, we would like to thank everyone,
who until today contributed to our journal.

In our new issue, we present six independent articles and two book reviews.
The first article of this issue titled “Turkey’s Syria Policy: Constant Objectives
Shifting Priorities,” by Muhittin Ataman and Cagatay Ozdemir argues that
Turkey’s goals vis-a-vis the Syrian crisis have remained constant, however,
a shift in Turkey’s priorities became manifest in later stages of the crisis.
According to the authors, humanitarian norms determined Turkey’s Syria
policy for a while, but after 2016, these norms became secondary priorities,
and were replaced by hard power oriented military operations.

In the second article of the issue, Esra Cavusoglu with her work “Britain’s
Post-Colonial Foreign Policy towards Persian Gulf Security (1971-1991):
An Alternative Approach” examines Britain’s foreign policy towards Gulf
security focusing on the policy shift that has emerged especially after
the Iranian Revolution. The author’s main claim is that Britain utilized a
sectarianism provoking discourse in its relations with Gulf countries and as
an effective tool for the securitization of the region especially during the the
Iran-Iraq War, and the following Gulf War.

Thirdly, Murat Ulgiil, in his study titled “Framing a Presidential Foreign
Policy in a Parliamentary System: Erdogan and Mukhtars’ Meetings” explores
a very interesting case, which has not yet been elaborated in the literature.
Analyzing Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s speeches at mukhtars’ meetings, Ulgiil
seeks an answer to whether Erdogan is an Islamist and whether Turkey’s
foreign policy orientation has changed.

The fourth article is “The Perception of Turkish Policy Makers towards the
Middle East: The 1957-1958 Crises” by Fahri Danis which reveals Adnan



Menderes’ and other Democratic Party members’ perceptions of the Middle
East by investigating the 1957 Syria and 1958 Iraq incidents. In this work, in
which discourse analysis is applied, also the ramifications of the Democratic
Party decision makers’ perception of the Middle East on the Turkish foreign
policy in the second half of the 1950s is dwelled on.

In the fifth article, which Hasan Deniz Peksen and Tolga Demiryol entitled
“Energy and Security in Turkey-Iraq Relations (1990-2918),” they analyze the
increasing visibility of the energy factor in Turkey-Iraq relations. The basic
claims of Peksen and Demirtas imply that energy cooperation and projects
between the two countries play a facilitating role in the implementation
of security policies, which are mainly shaped by political and geopolitical
requirements. The sixth article headed “The Historical Process of Syria’s
Kurdish Issue (1946-2011)” by Ozkan Gokcan takes the reader on a historical
journey pondering Syria’s Kurdish issue at a basic level. In doing so, the
questions of how the Kurdish issue emerged, and how it developed in the
time span until the outbreak of civil war, are addressed in consideration of
‘state policies’.
See you in our next issue...

Ali Bale1
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