Serap Leloglu-Unal*

Yillarca 6zgur iradesi disinda bir sistemle yonetilmis
olmasina karsilik, 6rf, adet ve geleneklerini kaybetmemis
olan Tlrkmenistan kulttrinde hali, gerek teknik, gerek
bezeme, gerekse renk dzelliklerini ve dnemini koruyabilmistir.
Bugiin hala Turkmen hayatinin énemli bir parcasi olma
konumunu devam ettirmektedir.

Tirkmenistanta haliya gereken énemin verildigi, bu
sektorin bir bakanlhk altinda birlestirilmis olmasindan
Haha da iyi anlasiimaktadir.

Mayis ayinda, halilarini incelemek ve heryil Mayis
ayinin son pazarinda kutlanan hali bayramini izlemek
amaci ile bulunduumuz Tirkmenistan'da Tirkmen-
halibirlesik Bakani olan ve konuya hakim birisi olarak
tanidigimiz Sayin Ogulnabat Meredova Hanim ile bir séylesi
yapma imkéani da elde ettik. Asagida yer alan bu kisa
sOylesinin, Tlrkmenistanda hali dokumacihgr ve bu
sektdriin sistemlestirilmesinin nasil olustugu hakkinda
okuyucularimiza agiklayici ve tanitici bilgiler verecegi
Umidindeyiz.

Serap LELOGLU-UNAL: Sayin Bakanim, burada
bulunduumuz kisa siire icinde sevinerek izledik ki,
Tirkmenistan’da halicilik Turkmen hayatinin bir pargasi
olmus. Haliya 6ylesine de@er verilmis ki, adina bir bakanlik
kuruldugu gibi, resmi bayramlarla da kutlanmaya
baslanmis. Bizim Anadolu’daki 6rneklerden de takip
ettigimiz ve bildigimiz tzere hali, hem kiltiire, hem de
ekonomiye 6nemli katkilarda bulunan bir eser olma
ozelligini yuzyillardir koruyabilmistir.

Tirkiye’de de tanidigimiz ve renk, motif ile
kompozisyon 6zelliklerine hayran oldugumuz Tirkmen
haklan hakkinda bize bilgi verebilir misiniz? Kisaca, haknin
Tirkmen halkinin hayatindaki rolii nedir? Bu konuda bizi
aydinlatabilir misiniz?

Ogulnabat MEREDOVA. Tum dinyaca Un kazanmis
herhangi bir sanatin tarihini, onu yaratan halkin tarihinden
ayirmak miamkin degildir. Tirkmen halkinin sanatina ve
halicilik tarihine akil erdirmek zordur. Tirkmen halisi,
gozalabildigince uzanan dalga dalga bir denize benzer.
Ancak, yakin gecmiste konunun karmasik yoénleri
arastiriimaya baslanmistir. Ortaya ¢ikisi ve tarihi heniiz
tam olarak bilinemeyen Tirkmen halisi, kendi dogal
kudreti ile tim Diinya sanat aleminde yankilanip duran
“kadin kalbinin mizigi”dir. Tlrkmen halki estetik diinyasi
ve diinyaya bakisini halisina koymustur. Hali, Tirkmen
halkinin sevinci ve gururudur.

Hali, 6ziinde kuvvet toplayan ozellikleriyle glzel bir
sanattir. Hahda biyileyici bir giizellik vardir, ¢linkii onun
renkleri ve bezemeleri (nanis/yanis) dogadan alinmistir;
bu renklerden beyazi ay isigindan, siyahi gecenin
karanligindan, sarisi gin 1sigindan, yesili baharin
yaylasindan alinmistir; kirmizisi ise gelincik tarlalarini
hatirlatir.

Gecmis dénemlerde yuni seren kadinlardi, yiin gibi
yayilan da onlardi; yayik yayan kadinlardi, yayik gibi
yayilan da onlardi. Boylesine cilelerle dolu bir hayati
yasayan bu caliskan annelerimiz tekrarlanamayacak
glizelliklere sahip olan bir sanati yaratti.

Serap LELOGLU-UNAL: Sayin Bakanim, sizin de
belirttiginiz gibi hali, renklerini dogadan, motiflerini ise
kimi zaman dogadan, kimi zaman ise inanclardan alan;
islevselliginin yanisira estetik 6zellikleriyle de degerini
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Carpet has been able to maintain its characteristics
in technical, ornamentation and color aspects, together
with its importance in the Turkoman culture which has
been able to hold on to traditional customs even though
governed with a system imposed by force, for years. Today,
carpet still holds its place as a significant part of Turkoman
Hfei

The importance given to carpet in Turkmenistan can
be understood from the unification of this sector under a
ministry.

In May, we have had the opportunity to interview Mrs.
Ogulnabat Meredova, the Minister of Turkoman-Carpet-
United, in Turkmenistan where we have been to participate
in the carpet festival held annually on last Sunday of May.
We believe that this short interview will supply our readers
with information and clarifications on how the sector of
carpet-weaving was systematised in Turkmenistan.

Serap LELOGLU-UNAL: Her Excellency, during our
short visit in Turkmenistan, we have gladly observed that
carpet-weaving has been an integrated part of Turkoman
life. Carpet is given such an importance that, in the name
of carpet, a Ministry has been established and festivals
have been organised to celebrate the occasion.

As we know and follow from Anatolian samples,
carpet has been able to keep its feature of being a work
of art contibuting to both culture and economy.

Could you please give us information about
Turkoman carpets that we admire in terms of their
colours, motifs and compositions. In other words, what
is the role of carpet in the life of Turkoman people?

Ogulnabat Meredova: It is not possible to isolate
the history of an art famous worldwide from the history

of the people who have created it. It is hard to comprehend
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the history of Turkoman people's art and carpet-weaving.
Turkoman carpet is like a vast and wavy sea. However,
in near past, researches have started to examine the
complicated aspects of the subject. Turkoman carpet,
appearance and startdate of which are not certain, is
the "music of a woman's heart" echoing in the world
of art with its own natural strength. Turkoman people
have reflected their world of aesthetic and their points
of view towards the world onto their carpets. Carpet is
the happiness and pride of all Turkomans.

Carpet is a fine art with its features raising power
in its essence. Carpet has a magnificent and charming
beauty due to its colours and ornamentation (nam$/yams)
coming from the nature. Its white is taken from the
moonlight, its black from the darkness of the night, its
yellow from daylight, its green from the plateau spring
and its red from poppy fields.

In the past it was the women who spread the wool,
who were also spread the churn. Those hardworking
mothers living such a hard and enduring life created an
art full of magnificent beauties that can never be
reiterated.

Serap LELOGLU-UNAL: Her Excellency, as you have
also pointed out, carpet is a fine art which take its colours
from the nature and its motifs both from the nature and
from the believes. Besides its functions, its aesthetical
features are also key elements for carpet's never-ending
value. Before independence, Turkmenistan was a country
closed to the external world living without any external
impacts, which led to her protecting all cultural values
unchanged. What | wonder is whether Turkmenistan is
still able to maintain this feature? What is today's
Turkmenistan carpet-weaving? Do the carpets woven in
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gunimize kadar devam ettirebilen giizel bir sanattir.
Bagimsizliktan 6nce Tirkmenistan’in disa kapali olmasi
ve dis etkilerden uzak yasamasi nedeniyle battn kalttrel
degerlerini degistirmeden giinimuze getirebilmistir.
Ancak giintimuizde bu 6zellik devam ettirilebiliyor mu?
Glnimizde Turkmenistan’da dokumacilik nasildir? Size
bagh olarak calisan hali fabrikalarinda dokunan halilar,
gelenekli Tirkmen halisinin, renk, motif, teknik ve
kompozisyon gibi haliya kisilik kazandiran ézelliklerini
devam ettirebiliyor mu?

Ogulnabat MEREDOVA: Bugiin bagimsiz olan
Ulkemizde haliciligi kalkindirmak igin 19207erden sonra
kurulan hali fabrikalari Tirkmenhalibirlesik Bakanligi’na
bagl olarak ¢alismaktadir. Yaklasik onbin halicinin calistigi
bu fabrikalar, cesitli il ve ilcelerde toplam 15 adettir.

Glnumizde “ezber elli gelin kizlarimiz”dokuduklari
halilarda eski motifleri kullandiklari gibi, yeni motifler de
yaratmaktadirlar.

Serap LELOGLU-UNAL: Bu fabrikalarda dokunan
halilar hangi gruplari temsil eder?

Ogulnabat MEREDOVA: Tirkmenhalibirlesik
Bakanligi’na bagli fabrikalarda dokunan halilar géllerine
gore birkag gruba ayrilabilir. Bunlar icinde, Ahal Teke,
Teke, Yomut, Cavuldur, Kerki, Besir, Kizilayak halilarinda
kuslu, pendi, keceve, tirnak, gabsa, caparbay, yaprak,
yilanli Besir, derveze, onurga olarak adlandirilan pek ¢cok
g6l sayilabilir.

Serap LELOGLU-UNAL: Anlasildigr tzere,
Tiarkmenistan'da hali dokuma sanati devletin kontrolliinde
yuritilmektedir. Efendim, bakanhi§giniz halicihgi
gelistirmek icin neler yapmaktadir?

Ogulnabat MEREDOVA: Bagimsiz Turkmenistan'da
halicithgr gelistirmek igin yapilan calismalardan en

onemlileri, fabrikalarimizda calisan halicilarimiz igin
diizenlenen seminerler, tartisma toplantilaridir. Boylece
halicilarimiz birbirleriyle bilgi alisverisinde
bulunabilmektedirler. Ayrica, Turkmen el halisini
ebedTilestirmek maksadi ile, 20 Mart 1993 yilinda,
Tlrkmenistan’in ilk cumhurbaskani Saparmurat
Tirkmenbasi’nin emri ile Askabat’a bir hali muzesi acild.
Bu mizenin kapisindan girildiginde, Tarkmen kadinin
zarif kalbinden c¢ikan glizelliklere hayran olmamak elde
degildir. Boylece, bize bu glizel sanati miras birakan,
Tirkmen halisinin Gstadi annelerimize farkinda olmadan
saygl duyanz. Mizede sergilenen halilar, diinyanin dort
bir yanindan gelen ziyaretcilerin ruhi diinyasini dinlendirir.
Bu kutsal isi, sadece halida yazili kadin kalbinin rivayetini
okuyup, anlayabilen insan basarabilir. Bunu, saygideger
serdanmiz Tirkmenbasi basarabilmistir.
Tlrkmenistan’da halicilia verilen degerin bir
diger kaniti ise, Cumhurbaskanimiz Saparmurat
Tirkmenbasi’nin direktifleri ile resm? olarak kutlanmaya
baslanan hali bayramidir. Her yil Mayis ayinin son pazan,
kalbi gururlu halicilar mesleklerinin sanh toyunu kutlarlar.
Bu dénemlerde basarili halicilarimiz, yaptiklari islerden
otlrd ylksek devlet odulleri ile édullendirilirler.
Cumbhurbaskanimiz Saparmurat Tlrkmenbasi’nin bu
milli sanati diinyaya tanitmak yolundaki ¢abalan ile bugiin
hah gdlleri, kutsal devlet amblemi olan bayragimizin
Uzerinde bagimsizhgimizin sembolu olarak sekillenmistir.
Bugin bagimsizligimiz sayesinde, eski ama daima
gencg kalan Turkmen halisi keskin 1s1§1 ile biitliin dinya
sanat alemini aydinlatiyor. Ciinkd bu halilar tzerinde,
kadin kalbinin sicak sefkatini gérebilmek mumkindir.
Genel olarak soyledigimizde “Kesbi varin-Vasfi var”
(Cahisanin vasiflari anlatilmakla bitmez) denilebilir.

Serap LELOGLU-UNAL: Sahsinizda degerli
Cumhurbaskani Saparmurat Tlrkmenbasi’na ve Tiirkmen
halkina saygilarimi iletiyorum; verdiginiz bilgiler igin
tesekkdir ediyorum.
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factories affiliated to your Ministry posses characteristic
features of colour, motifs and technique that contribute
to the Turkoman carpet in terms of its identity?

Ogulnabat MEREDOVA : Under the Ministry of
Turkoman-Carpet-United, there are factories established
after 1920's for the development of carpet-weaving in
our country which is today, independent. In various
provinces and sub-provinces, we have a total of fifteen
factories with approximately ten thousand carpet-
weavers.

Today, our "memory-handed girls in adolescence"
(ezber elli gelin kizlar) both use old motifs on carpets
and also create new motifs.

Serap LELOGLU-UNAL: Which carpet groups those
carpets woven in these factories represent?

Ogulnabat MEREDOVA : The carpets woven in the
factories affiliated to the Ministry can be divided into
several groups according to their lakes. Those are Ahal
Teke, Teke, Yomut, Cavuldur, Kerki, Besir and Kizilayak
carpets with such géls as kuslu, pendi, kegeve, tirnak,
gabsa, caparbay, yaprak, yilanl besir, derveze and onurga.

Serap LELOGLU-UNAL: As known, art of carpet-
weaving is being implemented under to control of the
state in Turkmenistan. Her excellency, what are the
activities of your Ministry for the development of Turkish
art of carpet-weaving?

Ogulnabat MEREDOVA : The most important
activities held for carpet-weaving of independent
Turkmenistan are the seminars and discussions organized
for carpet-weavers working in our factories. Through
those activities, our carpet weavers and dealers can
exchange their ideas.

Furthermore, to immortalise
the Turkoman hand-made
carpets, on 20 March 1993,
a carpet museum was
opened in Askabat with
initiative of Mr. Saparmurat
Tirkmenbasi, the first
president of Turkmenistan.
Upon entering into the
museum, it is impossible
not to admire the beauties
coming out of the elegant
hearts of Turkoman women.
Thus, we, unconsciously,
respect our mothers, the
masters of Turkoman
carpets, from whom we
have inherited this fine and

beautiful art. The carpets exhibited at the museum
refresh the spiritual world of the visitor coming from
different places throughout the world. Only a person
who is able to read and understand the tale of a
woman's heart written on a carpet can accomplish this
holly task. This was accomplished Turkmenbas8i, our
honourable chief.

Another evidence of the importance given to
carpet-weaving in Turkmenistan is the carpet festival
that has begun to be celebrated officially with the
initiative of our president, Mr. Saparmurat Tirkmenbas8i.
On last Sunday of May, every year, carpet-weavers and
dealers, proud in heart, celebrate this glorious festival.
During such times, our successful carpet weavers are
rewarded with top state awards for their work.

With the efforts of Saparmurat Tirkmenba8i, our
president, today, carpet goller have been shaped as the
symbol of our independence on our national flag, a
holly state amblem.

Thanks to being an independent and free country,
Turkoman carpets, old in age but always young at
heart, enlighten world's art. For it is possible to see the
warm affection of a women's heart on those carpets.
Generally speaking, it can be that the qualifications of
a worker are so many to tell (Kesbi varin-vasfi var).

Serap LELOGLU-UNAL: | thank you for the
information you have provided and extend my regards
to you on behalf of Turkoman people and Mr.
Saparmurat Turkmenba8i, the honourable president of
Turkmenistan.



