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Tanzimattan beri Tiirkiye nin
devlet imkanlariyla Bati
liniversitelerine gonderdigi
binlerce 06grenciden biri olarak,
batinin fikirlerine “beyin yikanma”
derecesinde maruz kalip
kalmadigimiz sorusu ile hep
karsilasmisimdir. Yiiksek Ilahiyat
tahsillerine Tiirkiye’de devam eden
ve Islami klasiklere gdmiilerek
doktoralarini yazan arkadaslarimiz
bize goére daha Islami, daha
geleneksel bir zihin yapisini
koruyabilmigken  acaba  bizler
“devsirildik” mi, seklinde kendimi
sorguladigim da olmugtur. Bu
tecriibemiz avantaj midir, yoksa
dezavantaj midir sorusu bir tarafa,
acaba bugiin diinyanin herhangi bir

yerinde batili diistince
standartlarina hi¢ miiracat
etmeksizin  akademik  faaliyet

yapmak miimkiin miidiir? Tarih
romanlariyla meshur Liibnan asilhi
Fransiz yazari Amin Maalouf,
“Oliimciil Kimlikler” adiyla cevrilen

As one of the several thousands
of Turkish graduate students who
were sent to European and North
American universities by the
Turkish government for almost
two centuries, I always face the
question of whether we were
“brain-washed” with Western
ideas. Whether our peers who
pursued their graduate studies in
Turkey, burying themselves in
classical Islamic texts, preserve a
more authentically Islamic and
traditional way of thinking, as we
were “recruited” by the strong
flow of Western influences is a
question I often entertain in my
mind. Putting the question of the
experience of a graduate degree in
a Western wuniversity is an
advantage or disadvantage for us
on the side, is it ever possible in
our contemporary circumstances
to pursue an academic career
without referring to Western
standards of thought? Amin
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deneme kitabinda bu mevzuyu
tartisir: Bati diinyast kurdugu
hegemonik sistemle son  iki
yuzyildir tim diinyada gecerli
biitlin standartlar1 belirlemektedir.
Bu, Diinya tarihinde hi¢
rastlanmamig  bir  durumdur.
Diisiince, felsefe, sanat, ticaret ve
ekonomi, eglence, spor, popiiler
kiltir gibi bildigimiz tim yasam
alanlarindaki standartlar -sevelim
sevmeyelim- Bat1 tarafindan
belirlenmektedir. Yazarin kanaati
odur ki, diinyanin neresinde
olursak olalim bu standartlara
miiracat etmeden  yasamamiz
miimkin degildir; ancak belki bu
gercekle yasamaya yonelik farkh
stratejiler gelistirebiliriz.

Standart olusturmak, O6nce
mevcudu derinden analizle
baslamak zorundadir. Sistemsel
elestiri yapmak, olumlu ve olumsuz
yOnleriyle sistemi derinden
tanimay1 gerektirir. Dolayisiyla
[slam diinyas1 olarak Bati'y1
derinden tanimamiz bir liiks,
entelektiiel merak, bozulmadan
kalmig Islam  ve gelenek
anlayislarimizi  kirletecek veya
bulaniklagtiracak  sakincali  bir
girisim  degildir. = Hayati  bir
zorunluluktur. Nitekim Bati’dan
kacisin miimkiin olmadig1 Dbir
ortamda, Bat1’y1 tam taniyip, kilcal
damarlarina niifuz etmeden ona
karsi alinacak -diglayici,
entegrasyoncu, uzlagmaci,
catismaci vb.- tim tavirlar bizleri
beyaz adam karsisindaki caresiz
Kizilderilinin durumuna disuriir;
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Maalouf, the Lebanese-French
author famous for his historical
novels, discusses this issue in one
of his essay books, Les Identités
Meurtriéres. The western world
defines and controls all types of
standards all around the Globe for
the last two centuries, a situation
not seen in history before. All
strata of human life such as
philosophy and thought, arts,
economy, entertainment, and
popular culture are dominated —
we like it or not— by Western
standards. Maalouf contends that
wherever we reside, it is
impossible to avoid them. We may

perhaps develop different
strategies to cope with this
hegemonic reality.

Creating a new standard

requires a thorough analysis of the
current standard. To draft a
systemic critique, one must begin
with a deep understanding of the
system with its advantages and

weaknesses. Therefore as the
members of the Islamic
civilization, a thorough
understanding of Western

civilization and its dynamics is a
vital necessity. It is not a luxurious
entertainment of the mind, or an
idle curiosity, or a dangerous
enterprise that would corrupt our
“intact” and “pure”
understandings of Islam and the
Islamic tradition. As there is no
escape from a life dominated by
Western standards, any position
or attitude taken toward Western
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ya ona teslim olup esarete boyun
egecek ya da Olecektir.

Bu bakimdan Uludag
Universitesi  biinyesinde  Nisan
2019’da kurulan Garbiyat

Calismalart Uygulama ve Arastirma
Merkezi ve onun yayin organi olarak

liclincii say1sini c¢ikardigimiz
Oksident dergimiz, ozellikle
Yahudilik ve Hiristiyanhk

calismalariyla Bati diinyasinin ve
medeniyetinin ulkemizde
anlasilmasina katki saglamaktadir.
Aslinda bu sadece akademiyle sinirli
olmayan bir Dbiiyiik ihtiyaci
karsilamaya yonelik cok miistesna
ve son derece kiymetli bir
girisimdir. Nitekim ozellikle kilise
kurumuyla  Hiristiyanlik  tarih
boyunca ve glnlimiizde Bati'yr
belirleyen en 6nemli aktorlerden
biridir ve bu medeniyeti olusturan
hic bir meseleyi kiliseyi ve
Hiristiyan  gelenegini  disarida
tutarak anlamak miimkiin degildir.

fkinci yilimizin ilk sayis1 ya da
ticlincli sayimizda Biisra Elmas,
Hakan Yilmaz ve Kiibra Cengiz’in
kaleme aldig li¢ adet telif makale ile
John Tolan’a ait bir Ingilizce
makalenin Necmettin Salih Ekiz

tarafindan yapilan terciimesini
bulacaksiniz. Hepsi birbirinden
kiymetli ve emek mahsuli bu

calismalar1 zevkle okumaniz ve
istifade etmeniz dilegiyle.

culture (such as exclusivist,
integrationist) without knowing
and penetrating its
dynamics would make us in a
position similar to that of an
Indian against the white man: he
has no other choice than either
surrendering him as his slave or
dying.

Therefore the Center of
Occidental Studies, established in
April 2019 at Bursa Uludag
University, and its publication the
Journal of Oksident with its 3™ issue
contribute to the thorough
understanding of Western
civilization and thought, with
their focus on studies of Judaism
and Christianity. As one of the
essential actors in Western
civilization and thought, the
church and the Christian religion
are essential in understanding the
West.

In thisissue, the 3'9 or the first
issue of the second year, you will
find three articles penned by Biisra
Elmas, Hakan Yilmaz, and Kiibra
Cengiz; and a translation of an
essay in English authored by John
Tolan and translated by Necmettin
Salih Ekiz. All contributions are
high-quality scholarly endeavors
and definitely worth reading. We
do hope that you enjoy and benefit
from them.
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