TAKDIM / EDITORDEN

Degerli okurlarimiz,

Tam dinyay: etkisi altina alan Covid-19 salginina karsi araliksiz olarak micadele verildigi olagandsti
gunlerden gegmemize ragmen, Turkiye, Afrika, Orta Dogu ve Orta Asya’dan arastirmacilarin Akdeniz
Havzasi ve Afrika klltUrlerine iliskin kiymetli calismalari ile katki sagladiklari 2. sayimizile huzurlarinizda
olmanin memnuniyetini yasiyoruz.

Bu baglamda, bu sayimizda Afrika ile Cin’in tarihi ve sosyokdulttrel iligkilerini irdeleyen iki arastirma ma-
kalesi ile birlikte, Afrika egitim sisteminde kadim Afrika geleneksel ilminin yerini, Amman ve Samsun illeri
dogum adetlerinin kargilastirmall incelemesi ile yine halkbilimi alaninda Kazak Turklerinde dogum adet-
lerinin incelenmesini, Transatlantik kole ticaretinde Gorée Adasi’'nin dnemini, kara vebanin Bati ve Dogu
toplumlarina etkisi ile Filistin edebiyatinin édnde gelen yazarlarindan Gassan Kenefani’nin dykulerinin
edebi analizini konu alan sekiz arastirma makalesinin yani sira bir Glke tanitimi ile iki kitap tanitimi yer
almaktadir.

Ote yandan, gegen ay 22 Mayis’ta hayata gozlerini yuman Bati Sahralti sézIi geleneginin diinya ca-
pindaki temsilcisi, kora Ustadi blyik sanat¢i Mory Kanté’'nin vefati nedeniyle Afrika s6zlu kaltarl yasa
birinda.

Hic kuskusuz ki Kanté'nin vefatini en iyi tanimlayabilecek ifade; “Afrika’nin Bilge Adami” Malili edebiyatgi
ve etnolog Amadou Hampéaté B&'nin (1900-1991) zengin Afrika atas6zu envanterine kazandirdigi “Afri-
ka'da yasli bir adam 6ldtiginde, bir kitiphane yanmis demektir.” Gnlt 6zdeyisidir.

Mory Kanté 29 Mart 1950’de Gine'nin gliineyinde, Kissoudougou yakinlarindaki kii¢ik bir kdyde Gine’nin
meshur Kanté griyo? ailesinin bir ferdi olarak dogdu. Babasi Gineli Haci Jele Fodé Kanté annesi ise
Malili griyolarin manevi lideri Jele Mory Kamissoko'nun kizi, Fatima Kamissoko'dur. Stphesiz ki annesi
ve babasinin yani sira, ¢ocuklugunu ve genglik yillarini Bamako’da yaninda gegcirdigi, kendisi de Mali
Mazigi Ulusal Toplulugu’nun GnlU bir griyosu olan teyzesi Maman Ba Kamissoko’nun, Mory Kanté’'nin
Bati Sahraalti Afrika ezgilerini diinya ¢apinda bu denli sevdirmesinde emegi biyuktir.

1971'de profesyonel muzik hayatina kendisini tim Bati Sahralti’'ya tanitacak tnli Bamoko Rail Band
orkestrasinda adim atar, bu yillarda Ustadi oldugu kora (arp g¢algisina yakin tinisi olan 21 telli calgi)
esliginde sarkilarini seslendirir, 1976 yilina geldiginde ise Nijerya’da “Altin Ses” 6dultnd alir.

1978, Afrika’nin en gdézde miuizik merkezlerinden biri olan Fildisi Sahili'nin en kozmopolit sehri Abidjan’a
yerlesir ve bir yandan Uvey kardesi Musa Diavara ile birlikte gdzde lokallerde sahne alirken, diger yan-
dan da geleneksel Bati Sahralti halk muzidini ¢ok sesli Bati mizigdi ile harmanlar. S6z konusu essiz
muzik harmani, 1981’de Los Angeles’'de kaydettigi Courougnégné albimuiinde kendini gosterir ve tim
Afrika kitasinda satis rekorlari kirar.

Mory Kanté'nin tim dlinyada taninmasini saglayacak Yéké Yéké sarkisi, 1987 yilina gelindiginde tim
muzik siralamalarinda birinci sirada yer alacak ve yirminin tzerinde dile ¢evrilecektir.

2001°de Birlesmis Milletler lyi Niyet Elcisi olarak atanan Mory Kanté’nin érnek gosterilen sanatgi kisiligi-
nin yani sira, Afrika Kitasi’'nda 6zellikle yoksulluk, irk¢ilik ve egitim sorunlarina iligkin toplumsal sorum-
luluk faaliyetlerinde hep 6n siralarda yer aldi. Oyle ki 1995'lerde anavatani Gine’nin baskenti Konakri'de
genclere yonelik Afrika’nin en kapsamli mizik egitim mahallesi kurmak igin ¢ok buyuk ¢aba sarfetmisse
de, ne yazik ki maddi yetersizlikler nedeniyle bdylesine devasa bir projeyi kismen gerceklestirebilmistir.

Merkezimiz akademik yiruticuliginde Cumhurbagkanligimiz Afrika Kultir Evi ve Digisleri Bakanhgi-
mizin katkilariyla 2017 yilinda gergeklesen Dunya Afrika Gunu munasebetiyle eski Konakri Buyukelgisi
Afrika Genel Mudirt Sayin Nur Sagman’in degerli destekleriyle Universitemizde iki unutulmaz konser
veren Afrika s6zlli geleneginin buyik sanatkari Mory Kanté'ye bu vesileyle Allah’dan rahmet dileriz,
mekani cennet olsun..
Editor
Prof. Dr. Suna TIMUR AGILDERE

Ankara - 30 Haziran 2020

! Griyo: Bati Sahraalti Afrika geleneksel s6zIU dil kiiltiririnin tagiycilan halk sair/ozanlar (fr.griot;
mandika. jele/jali; wolf. gewel).
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EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

Although we have gone through the extraordinary days of the Covid-19 epidemic, which has influenced
the whole world, we are pleased to be with you again with our 2" issue with the contribution of valuable
studies regarding Mediterranean Basin and African cultures of researchers from Turkey, Africa, the Mid-
dle East and Central Asia.

In this context, there are two book reviews and a short communication article about Sudan as well as
eight research articles examining and analysing topics such as the historical and sociocultural relations
of Africa and China, ancient African traditional science in African education system, a comparative anal-
ysis of birth customs in Amman and Samsun provinces along with an analysis of birth customs in Kazakh
Turks in folklore field, the importance of Gorée Island in the Transatlantic slave trade, impact of black
plague on Western and Eastern societies and a literary analysis of the stories of Gassan Kenefani who
is one of the leading authors of Palestinian literature.

On the other hand, African oral culture has been mourning for the great master of Kora instrument and
the world-wide representative of the Western Sub-Saharan oral tradition Mory Kanté who died on May
22 last month.

Undoubtedly, the expression that can best describe the death of Kanté is “when an old man dies in
Africa, a library is burned” that is a famous aphorism added to the rich African proverbs by “Wise Man
of Africa” Amadou Hampaté Ba (1900-1991) who is a Malian man of letters and ethnologist.

Mory Kanté was born on March 29 in 1950 as a member of Guinea's famous Kanté griyo? family in a
small village near Kissoudougou in the south of Guinea. His father is Guinean Pilgrim Jele Fodé Kanté
and his mother is Fatima Kamissoko the daughter of Jele Mory Kamissoko who is the spiritual leader of
Malian griyo. There is no doubt that Aunt Maman Ba Kamissoko who is also a famous griyo of Mali
national music community and with whom he spent his childhood and youth in Bamako has a great role
on helping Mory Kanté popularize Western Sub-Saharan African melodies around the world as well as
his mother and father.

He steps into his professional music life with the famous Bamoko Rail Band orchestra which introduce
him to the Western Sub-Saharan Africa in 1971, then he sings his songs with the Kora (21 string instru-
ment with a timbre close to the harp instrument) and after that. he receives the "Golden Voice" award in
Nigeria in 1976.

He settles in Abidjan one of Africa's favourite music centres the most cosmopolitan city of Ivory Coast
in 1978. While he performs in popular places with his half-brother Musa Diavara, he also blends tradi-
tional Western Sub-Saharan folk music with Western polyphonic music. This unique music blend shows
itself in the album Courougnégné in Los Angeles in 1981 and breaks sales records across the African
continent.

The song called Yéké Yéké making Mory Kanté known all over the world is ranked first in all music
rankings and translated into over twenty languages in 1987.

In addition to his exemplary artist personality, Mory Kanté appointed as the United Nations Goodwill
Ambassador in 2001 has always been at the forefront of social responsibility activities, especially re-
garding poverty, racism and education problems in the Africa continent. Although he made great efforts

2 Griyo: Western Sub-Saharan African folk poets / poets (fr.griot; mandika. jele/jali; wolf. gewel).



10 AHBV Akdeniz Havzasi ve Afrika Medeniyetleri Dergisi 2/1 2020 Bahar

to establish the most comprehensive music training neighbourhood of Africa for young people in Kona-
kri, the capital of his homeland Guinea in 1995, he could partially carry out such a huge project due to
financial inadequacies.

May Mory Kanté, the great artist of the African oral tradition that gave two unforgettable concerts carried
out by our centre for African day in 2017 at our university with the support of former Konakri Ambassador
Africa General Manager Nur Sagman and our Presidency Africa Culture House and Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, rest in peace through the mercy of God...

Founding Editor
Prof. Dr. Suna TIMUR AGILDERE
Ankara - June 30, 2020




