PREFACE

The Turkish Academy of Sciences has launched in the year 2000 an initiative
entitled “Turkey’s Cultural Sector” with the aim of determining the country’s
cultural assets and contributing to the efforts for preserving and transforming
these into economic values. Asa prerequisite for such an initiative is docu-
menting the cultural heritage, work on a cultural inventory has been started in
the first phase under the title “Turkey’s Cultural Inventory Project”. Principles
to be used in the documentation of assets in archeology, urban and rural archi-
tecture, and oral history have been established and put into implementation in
the years 2001 and 2002 in the towns of Birecik-Surug and Buldan, which have
been selected as pilot regions. As in 2002, cultural assets located in these
regions are being communicated to the academia and all interested circles with
reports in book form. A guideline outlining the principles used in documenta-
tion is also published to contribute to the standardization of these efforts.

In the year 2002, new teams have started documentation work outside the pilot
regions in accordance with the principles of the project; and several teams are
in process of joining them in 2003. Increase in the number of these studies no
doubt strengthens the prospects of achieving the target, which is to document
the country’s all cultural assets in the coming 10-15 years. The Turkish Academy
of Sciences has decided to launch a periodical with the name of “TUBA-
TUKSEK Journal of Cultural Inventory” to propagate the results of the docu-
mentation work. The first edition is to be published in June 2003. Efforts to
transfer the findings to a database are nearly completed.

At this stage of the project, it can be said there are enough reasons to be opti-
mistic about the outcome of the project. I would like to offer my sincere thanks
to all the institutions and universities which have contributed to the project; to
all the investigators and their teams who did the work; and to Prof.Dr. Ufuk
Esin, coordinator of the TUBA-TUKSEK, who has played a most determining
role in the conceptualization, implementation, and coordination; in other
words, in all the phases, of the project.
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ONSOZ

Tirkiye Bilimler Akademisi 2000 yilinda Tirkiye Kiiltiir Sektorii bashg: altin-
da, ulkemizin kiiltiir varliklarimin belirlenmesine, bunlarin korunarak, ekono-
mik agidan arti degere donugturiilmesine yonelik ¢abalara katki amaciyla bir
girisim baslatmustir. Boyle bir girisimin bir 6nkosulunu kiiltiir varliklarimizin
belgelenmesi olusturdugundan, ilk asamada kiiltiir envanteri calismalar “Tiir-
kiye Kultur Envanteri Projesi” baghig altinda ele alinmug, arkeoloji, kentsel ve
kirsal mimari, sozlii tarih belgelemelerinde uygulanacak esaslar belirlenerek,
2001 ve 2002 yallarinda pilot bolge olarak segilen Birecik-Surug ve Buldan ilge-
lerinde uygulamaya konmustur. Bu bélgelerde saptanan kiiltiir varhklari, 2002
yilinda oldugu gibi, bu y1l da rapor kitaplarla bilim dtinyasina ve ilgili gevre-
lere duyurulmaktadir. Belgelemelerde uygulanan esaslar iceren bir rehber ki-
tap bu konudaki ¢cahgmalarda bir birlik olugturmaya katki amaciyla ayrica ya-
yinlanmstr.

2002 yilinda baz ekipler proje kapsaminda belirlenen esaslara gore {ilkemizin
degisik bolgelerinde belgeleme ¢alismalarina baglamuslar, 2003 yilinda bu ¢a-
lismalara yeni ekipler katilmistir. Bu ¢alismalarin yayginlasmasi, iilkemizin
kalttr varhklarimin topluca belgelenmesine yonelik hedefin gelecek 10-15 yil-
lik bir strede gergeklesmesi olasihigim hi¢ kuskusuz giiclendirmektedir. Tiirki-
ye Bilimler Akademisi, belgeleme cahigmalari sonuglarinin genis bir duyuru-
munu saglamak tizere, ilk sayis1 Haziran 2003'te ¢ikacak olan, “TUBA-TUK-
SEK Kiiltiir Envanteri Dergisi” adiyla yeni bir siireli yaym yasama gegirme-
ye karar vermistir. Sonuglarin bir veri tabanina gegirilmesi yoniindeki calisma-
lar ise kismen tamamlanmuistir.

Iki y11 6nce baglatilan calismalarda gelinen noktada bu projenin gelecegi konu-
sunda iyimser olmak icin yeterince nedenin oldugu séylenebilir. Alinan mesa-
fede katkisi olan butlin kurulug ve tiniversitelere; calismalar1 gerceklestiren
ekiplere ve ytirtitiictilerine; projenin tasarlanmasi, ytirttiilmesi ve esgiidtimiin-
de, kisaca projenin yasama gegirilmesi siirecindeki tiim asamalarda, oynadig:
en belirleyici rol i¢in Prof. Dr. Ufuk Esin’e icten tesekkiirlerimi sunarim.

Saygilarimla,

Prof. Dr. Engin BERMEK
Akademi Baskam
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