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EDITORDEN

Degerli okuyucular,

Ankara Kriz ve Siyaset Arastirmalar1 Merkezi (ANKASAM) biinyesinde faaliyet gosteren
Bolgesel Arastirmalar Dergisi (BAD), Academic Keys, ASOS Index, CEEOL, Cite Factor,
DRJI, Index Copernicus, Research Bible, Sindex ve TUBITAK DERGIPARK veri tabanlari
tarafindan kabul alan uluslararasi hakemli bir dergidir. Dergimiz yayin hayatina basladig:
2017 yilindan itibaren ilk bir y1l icerisinde TUBITAK DERGIPARK tarafindan kabul almayi
basarmis, bundan kisa bir siire sonra da Research Bible ve AcademicKeys dizinleri
tarafindan taranmaya baslamistir. Yeni sayimizda ise yukarida adlar1 gegen diger dizinler
tarafindan (Index Copernicus, CEEOL, DR]I, Research Bible, Sindex, ASOS Index, Academic
Keys ve Cite Factor) da taranmaya baslamistir.

Bolgesel Arastirmalar Dergisi; Tiirkce, Ingilizce, Arapca, Farsca ve Rusca gibi dillerde
yay1in yapabilen ¢ok dilli bir dergidir. 2018 y1linin Mayis ayinda (2. Cilt 1. Sayisinda) Arapga,
Ingilizce ve Tiirkge dillerinde toplam 9 makaleye yer veren BAD, Aralik 2018 tarihli 2. Cilt
2. Sayisinda 9 Tiirkee, 2 Ingilizce, 1 Arapca ve 1 Rusca olmak iizere toplam 13 makale ve
4 kitap tanitimina yer verilmektedir. Gegtigimiz y1l “Iran” ézel sayisini ¢ikartan dergimiz,
onimiizde siirecte de yeni 6zel sayilar cikartmak suretiyle okuyucularla bulusmayi
planlamaktadir. Bu anlamda, alaninin 6nde gelen uzman ve akademisyenlerinin katkilarini
bekliyoruz.

Dis politika analizlerinde diinyay1 cesitli kiiresel ve bolgesel havzalara ayirarak
devletlerin ekonomik ve siyasal iliskilerini derinlemesine arastirmay1 amaclayan dergimiz,
basta siyasi tarih, jeopolitik ve kiltiirel calismalar olmak tizere uluslararasi iligkiler
alaninda “bélgesel uzmanlasmay1” gelistirmeyi amacglamaktadir. Bu bilingten hareketle
hem dil hem de igerik agisindan olduk¢a zengin olan BAD, bu sayisinda Hint-Pasifik
kavramsallastirmasindan yumusak gii¢ ve kiltir-dil okumalarina; Avrupa Birligi'nin
Orta Asya politikalarindan transatlantik iliskilerde ABD Baskani1 Donald Trump’in roliine;
Ozbekistan'in bolgesel isbirligi arayislarindan Afrika’daki anti-kolonyal siirecleri inceleyen
calismalara; Carlik Rusya’sinin muhafazakar diisiince diinyasindan Ermenilerin Dogu
Anadolu’daki faaliyetlerine; Balkanlardaki miilteci krizinden sosyo-kiiltiirel biitiinlesme
araclarina kadar oldukga genis bir konu yelpazesini okuyucularla bulusturmaktadir. Bunun
yani sira dergimizin kitap incelemeleri boliimiinde; iran’in etnik yapisini ve iran’da yasayan
Kazaklar inceleyen eserden Tiirk Diinyasi’'nin Aksakali Nursultan Nazarbaev’i konu alan
calismaya; “Biiyiik Ipek Yolu’nun kalbi Tiirkmenistan” baslikli eserden kapitalizm elestirisi
yapan Michel Abert’'in ¢alismasina kadar 4 farkli eserin degerlendirilmesi yapilmaktadir.

Vekaleten savaslar ve devlet destekli terdrizm, uluslararasi giivenlik ve catisma
coziimlerine iliskin ¢alismalarda en fazla incelenen konular arasinda yer almaktadir.
Ozellikle Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nin 2001 yili sonras1 dénemde terére karsi savas
stratejisiyle birlikte genis Ortadogu cografyasina giris yapmasiyla birlikte vekaleten
savaslar ve uluslararasi terorizm, devletler tarafindan yogun bir sekilde kullanilan bir
fenomen halini almistir. Bu baglamda Kadir Ertac Celik’le birlikte ele aldigimiz dergimizin
ilk makalesinde, ABD’'nin Ortadogu’ya yonelik devlet destekli terdrizm stratejisini ve
Suriye denkleminde YPG teror orgiitiine olan destegini bir arastirma konusu olarak sizlerin
begenisine sunuyoruz.

Bolgesel calismalar denildiginde iran, uluslararas: iliskiler literatiiriinde en fazla
arastirilan ve lizerine calismalar yapilan iilkelerden biridir. Buna ragmen Iran’in yumusak
giic politikalarinda kiiltiir ve dil unsuruna derinlemesine inceleyen akademik bir
calismalara rastlamak pek miimkiin degildir. Bu anlamda Islam Felsefesi Profesérii Samil



Ocal'in iran’da kiiltiir ve dil olgusunu bir yumusak giic araci olarak inceleyen makalesini
degerli bulmaktayim. Benzer sekilde Firas Elias’in Arapca ele almis oldugu iran’in
ulusal giivenlik politikalarina dair ¢alismasinin giivenlik literatiiriine 6nemli bir katkida
bulunacag1 kanaatindeyim.

Bolgesel jeopolitik calismalarinin son donemde Avrupa-Atlantik ve Asya-Pasifik
kavramsallastirmasi tizerinden kurgulandig1 gézlemlenmektedir. Dolayisiyla bu sayimizda,
Duygu Cagla Bayram ve Prof. Dr. Muhammed Arafat’in ortak ¢alismalariyla hazirlanan Hint-
Pasifik kavramsallastirmasini konu alan ¢alisma, Hindistan-Cin-ABD tliggenine odaklanarak
literatiire yenilik¢i bir bakisi kazandirmaktadir. Aymi sekilde Emre Ozen’in hazirlamis
oldugu makale, transatlantik iliskilerde Trump’in roliinii incelemekte ve son dénemde
olduke¢a tartisilan Avrupa’nin giivenligini masaya yatirmaktadir. Bu yoniiyle dergimiz,
okuyuculara Hint, Atlantik ve Avrupa olmak iizere {i¢ jeopolitik kutbu karsilastirmali olarak
inceleme firsati sunmaktadir. Diger taraftan Serdar Cakmak’in ele aldigi makalede de
Balkanlar’daki miilteci krizi, Tlrkiye’'nin miilteci politikalariyla karsilastirmali bir sekilde
sunulmaktadir. Dahasi Khaydarali Yunusov’'un Avrupa Birligi'nin Orta Asya politikalarini
konu alan makalesi ve Surayyo Usmonova’nin Ozbekistan’in bélgesel isbirligi arayislar
cercevesinde Sangay Isbirligi Orgiitii ve Bagimsiz Devletler Toplulugu ile olan iliskilerini
inceleyen calismasi, okuyuculara Avrupa’dan Orta Asya’ya uzanan bolgesel jeopolitigi,
givenlikten ekonomik iliskilere; turizm isbirliginden siyasi c¢ikarlara kadar genis bir
perspektiften degerlendirme firsati sunmaktadir. Bunlardan farkl olarak Prof. Dr. Mehmet
Kiicikmehmetoglu, “képrii” kavramsallastirmasini kullanmak suretiyle ekonomik biiyiime
ve bolgesel entegrasyon siireglerini mekansal, kurumsal ve sosyo-kiiltiirel agidan ele
almakta ve bu yoniiyle olduk¢a 6zgilin bir ¢alisma ortaya koymaktadir.

Siyasi Tarih, devletlerin dis politika analizlerinde 6nemli bir referans kaynagi olarak
kullanilan sosyal bilimlerin en o6nemli disiplinlerinden biridir. Giinlimiiz siyasetini
anlamlandirabilmek; tarihi bilmekten ve onu objektif bir sekilde yorumlayabilmekten gecer.
Bu anlamda Baltas Karipov’'un Carlik Rusyasi'nin muhafazakar diisiince yapisini konu alan
makalesi, giiniimiliz Rusya Federasyonu’'nun devlet diislince gelenegini ortaya koymakta ve
Rusya’nin karar alma mekanizmasina dair ¢ikarimda bulunmamizi saglamaktadir. Ayrica Dr.
Marziye Memedli ve Dr. Samire Memmedova'in ortaklasa kalem aldiklar1 Ermenilerin Dogu
Anadolu’daki faaliyetlerini (1914-1918) konu alan ¢alisma, tarihi gergekleri tiim yonleri
ve objektifligiyle ortaya ¢ikartmayi amaglamaktadir. Siyasi tarih ¢alismalariyla giiniimiize
151k tutmay1 amaglayan bir baska makale, Dr. Miirsel Bayram’in Afrika’da kolonyal déonemi
ve Islam-siyaset iliskisini Moritanya érneginde inceleyen calismasidir. Mekan ve aktor
sinirlamasina gitmek suretiyle tarihin belirli bir dénemini veyahut ideolojik-kiiltiirel
kokenleri tarihsel olgulara dayanan bir meseleyi incelemek, giiniimiiz gercekligini ve
devletlerin karar alma siireglerini degerlendirebilmek adina olduk¢a 6nemlidir.

Bolgesel Arastirmalar Dergisi, uluslararasi iliskilerden gilivenlik c¢alismalarina, siyasi
tarihten bolgesel entegrasyon stiregleri ve kiiresel jeopolitik rekabete kadar okuyuculara
kapsamli bir arastirma dizisi sunmaktadir. Dergimiz, Tirkiye'nin ve uzun vadede
diinyanin 6nde gelen Sosyal Bilimler dergileri arasinda yer alabilme hedefi dogrultusunda
calismalarin1  siirdiirmektedir. Bu sayimizda da birbirinden Kkaliteli ve basarili bir
calismalar hazirladigimiz1 distinliyorum. Derginin hazirlanmasi siirecinde emegi gecen
tlim yayin ekibine, danisman ve hakem kurullarina, ¢calismalariyla katkida bulunan degerli
akademisyen ve arastirmacilara tesekkiirii bir bor¢ bilirim. Yeni sayimizda yeniden
bulusmak dilegiyle. Keyifli okumalar...

ANKASAM Baskani ve Dergi Editorti
Prof. Dr. Mehmet Seyfettin EROL



EDITORIAL

Dear readers,

The Journal of Regional Studies (JRS), within the body of Ankara Crisis and Political
Research Center (ANKASAM), is an international peer-reviewed journal which is indexed
by Research Bible, TUBITAK DERGIPARK, Index Copernicus, DR]I, Sindex, ASOS Index,
CEEOL and Cite Factor databases. Our journal, which began its publication life in 2017,
was able to get acceptance by TUBITAK DERGIPARK, Research Bible and AcademicKeys
databases in the first year and soon after that 6 other indexes (Index Copernicus, DR]],
Sindex, ASOS Index, CEEOL and Cite Factor). Our journal aims to be among Turkey’s and
subsequently World'’s leading international peer-reviewed journals in the field of social
sciences, especially in the discipline of international relations. In line with this goal, we
have managed to receive acceptance from at least 7 databases and platforms in a very
short period of time. We are currently applying to new databases.

Journal of Regional Studies is a multilingual journal which can be publish in Turkish,
English, Arabic, Persian and Russian languages. For instance, the May 2018 (Volume 2
Number 1) issue of JRS had totally 9 articles in Arabic, English and Turkish. This issue
consists of 13 articles which of 9 are in Turkish, 2 in English, 1 in Arabic, 1 in Russian
and 4 book reviews. Last year, our magazine published its “Iran” special issue and plans
to meet the readers with a new special issue in the coming months. In this sense, we
welcome the contributions of leading experts and academicians for the coming issue.

Our journal aims to explore the economic and political relations of the states
by separating the world into various global and regional basins and promote to
specialisation in in the field of international relations, especially in political history,
geopolitics and cultural studies. JRS, which is rich in terms of both language and content,
presents a wide range of topics to readers; from soft power and culture-language
relations to the conceptualisation of Indian-Pacific; from the role of US President Donald
Trump in transatlantic relations to European Union’s policies towards Central Asian;
from Uzbekistan’s seeking for regional cooperation to the anti-colonial studies in Africa;
from the conservative thought of Tsarist Russia to the activities of Armenians in Eastern
Anatolia and finally from the refugee crisis in the Balkans to the socio-cultural integration
tools. Besides, there are four book reviews which are about Iranian ethnical structure
and the Kazakh people living in Iran; Nursultan Nazarbaev, Aksakal of the Turkic World;
Turkmenistan labeled as the heart of the Great Silk Road and the critiques of capitalism
by Michel Abert.

Proxy warfare and state-sponsored terrorism are among the most studied topics
in the study of international security and conflict resolution. When the United States
jumped into the wider Middle East by “War on Terror” strategy in 2001, proxy war and
international terrorism have become an intensely used phenomenon. Within this scope,
the first article of our journal, which I jointly worked with Kadir Ertag¢ Celik, presents
US’s state-sponsored terrorism strategy towards the Middle East and its support for the
YPG-terrorist organisation in Syria.

In terms of regional studies, Iran is one of the most researched and studied countries
in international relations literature. On the contrary, it is not possible to come across an
academic study that examines deeply Iran’s culture and language factor in its soft power
policies. In this sense, that Islamic Philosophy Professor Samil Ocal’s article examining



[ran’s culture and language as a tool of soft power has a great importance in my opinion.
Similarly, I believe that the study of Iran’s national security policies, which Firas Elias
discussed in Arabic, will make a significant contribution to the security literature.

It is observed that the regional geopolitical studies have been based on the Euro-
Atlantic and Asia-Pacific conceptualisation. Therefore, in this issue, Duygu Cagla
Bayram and Prof. Dr. Muhammad Arafat’s collaborative works, focuses on the Indian-
Pacific conceptualisation in the triangle of Indian-Chinese-US bringing a pathbreaking
perspective into literature. In the same way, the article prepared by Emre Ozen examines
the role of Trump in the transatlantic relations and discusses the security of Europe, which
is highly debated recently. In this respect, our journal offers its readers a comparative
opportunity to examine three geopolitical poles such as Indo-Atlantic and Europe. On
the other hand, the refugee crisis in the Balkans, the article discussed by Serdar Cakmalk,
parallels comparatively with Turkey’s refugee policy. Furthermore, Khaydarali Yunusov’s
article on the Central Asian policies of the European Union and Surayyo Usmonova’s
study examining Uzbekistan’s relations with the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
and the Commonwealth of Independent States within the framework of seeking regional
cooperation, offer an opportunity to evaluate issues from a wide perspective varies from
Europe to Central Asia. On the other hand, Prof. Dr. Mehmet Kiiciikmehmetoglu paper
discusses the processes of economic growth and regional integration in the perspective
of geospatial, institutional and socio-cultural by using the concept of “bridge”.

Political History is one of the most important disciplines of the social sciences used
as an important reference source in the foreign policy analysis of states. In order to
understand the states’ contemporary policies, to know the history and interpret it in an
objective way is crucial. In this sense, Baltas Karipov’s article on the conservative thought
structure of Tsarist Russia reveals the state tradition of the present Russian Federation
and makes an inference about the decision-making mechanism of Russia. Also, Dr.
Marziye Memedli and Dr. Samire Mammadova’s works on the activities of Armenians
in Eastern Anatolia (1914-1918) aims to reveal the historical facts with all aspects and
objectivity. Another paper that aims to shed light on the modern day is Miirsel Bayram’s
study on the colonial period in Africa and the relations between Islam and politics in
the case of Mauritania. To evaluate the nowadays and the decision-making processes of
states, it is very important to examine a certain period of history or historical facts based
on ideological-cultural origins.

The Journal of Regional Studies provides a comprehensive set of research to readers
from international relations to security studies, from political history to regional
integration processes and to global geopolitical competition. We are aiming to become
one of the most prominent Social Sciences journal in Turkey and subsequently in the
world. In this issue, we present a quality and successful work for your liking. I would
like to extend my gratitude to all the publication board, referees and advisory committee
who have contributed to the preparation of the journal, and to the valuable academicians
and researchers. Hope to meet again in our new issue. Enjoy your readings...

President of ANKASAM and Journal Editor
Prof. Mehmet Seyfettin EROL
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