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Her sehrin bir hikayesi vardir. Onlar hikéyeleriyle parcasi
olduklar {ilkenin hikayesinin bir uzantis1 veya o iilke i¢in yeni bir
hikayenin kaynag1 olmustur. Sehirler, aglar, giiler, mutlu olur, {iziiliir
yasadikca tecriibe biriktirirler ve icinde yasayan insanlarin karakterine
biiriiniirler. Onlarin kaderi olurlar. Iginde yasayan insanlarin kaderi
olmaya bagladiktan sonra mekan artik dag, tas, ova, su, topraktan bagka
bir seydir: Vatandir, memlekettir, yurttur, 6zlemdir.

Her sehrin hikayesi bagkadir. Van’in hikayesi ise bambagkadir.
Bu sehrin hikayesi; Miisliiman ve Tirk devletlerinin idaresi altinda
farkli din ve soydan olanlarin biiyiilii beraberligini barindirirken 19.
yiizyildan itibaren kirli eller tarafindan bu biiyiiniin bozulusunu ihtiva
etmektedir. insanlik tarihi bakimindan bu bir arada yasama kiiltiiriiniin
yarattig1 etkiler nasil yiiksek bir uygarligt ve insani degeri
yansitmaktaysa, bu biiyiiniin bozulmas1 sonucu yasananlar da o derece
bir insanlik dramini ve yok edilen bir sehrin hiisranini barindirmaktadir.

Bu 6zel say1 bu tarihsel seriivenin hikayesidir. Daha ¢ok da bir
sehrin yok edilisinin.
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Presentation

Every city has a story. They are an extension of the story of the
country they are a part of, or the source of a new story for that country.
Cities, cry, laugh, become happy, sad, experience accumulation as they
live and assume the character of the people living in them. The cities
become their destiny. After it begins to be the fate of the people living
in it, the place is now something other than mountain, stone, plain,
water, soil: homeland, country, homeland, longing.

Each city's story is different. Van's story is quite different. The
story of this city; While it contains the magical togetherness of those of
different religions and ancestry under the rule of Muslim and Turkish
states, it contains the disruption of this spell by dirty hands since the
19th century. Just as the effects of this culture of coexistence reflect a
high civilization and human value in terms of human history, what
happened as a result of the breakdown of this spell contains such a
human tragedy and the frustration of a destroyed city.

This special issue is the story of this historical adventure.
Rather, of the destruction of a city.

Prof. Dr. Bekir KOCLAR
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