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EDITORDEN

Kiiresel salgin nedeniyle 2020 y1ili yayincilar, editorler, hakemler ve yazarlar
i¢in zor bir y1l olmugtu. Ayn1 zorluk 2021 yilinda da devam etti. Bu nedenle
derginin vaktinde ¢ikmasinda emegi olan herkese miitesekkiriz. Bu sayimiz-
da alt1 bagimsiz makale ve g kitap incelemesi ile karsinizdayiz.

Bagimsiz makalelerden ilki Selin M. Bélme’ye ait. “Imajlar ve algilar iize-
rinden ABD-Iran Iliskileri: Ilk Izlenimler (1830-1914)” baslikli ¢aligmasinda
Bolme on dokuzuncu yiizyila kadar geri gidiyor ve bugiin sorunlu bir iligki-
ler yumagi i¢inde olan bu iki tilkenin birbirlerine yonelik ilk izlenimlerine
151k tutuyor. Bunu yaparken imaj teorisini kullanan Bélme, iki iilkenin daha
baslangicta birbirlerine yonelik nasil gercek¢i olmayan bir algr tirettiklerini
ortaya koyuyor. “Catigma Baglaminda Hayirseverlik Faaliyetleri: Suriyeli
gdemenlerin Is diinyasindan Ornek Vaka Incelemesi” baslikli ikinci makale-
de, Ching-An Chang gé¢men Suriyeli is insanlarinin bulunduklar iilkedeki
Suriyeli miiltecilere yonelik yardim saglamak i¢in organize ettigi hayirsever-
lik faaliyetlerini inceliyor. Bunu yaparak, Chang Suriyeli miiltecilerin sade-
ce bulunduklart iilkelerin yardimlari ile hayatta kaldiklarina yonelik yaygin
algiy1 sorguluyor.

Ismail Akdogan, Mikail Ugus ve Muzaffer Musab Yilmaz imzali iigiincii
makale son yillarin en tartismali politik hamlelerinden birinin basinda nasil
yank1 bulduguna bakiyor. “Gergekligin Yeniden Insasi: Arap-israil Normal-
lesmesinin Orta Dogu Basininda Cergevelenmesi” baslikli makale, bolgesel
gliclerin dig, politika cizgilerinin Ortadogu’daki haber ¢erceveleme bi¢imini
belirledigini ortaya koyuyor. Ceyhun Cicekei “Dig Politikada Ulusal Giiven-
ligin Tahakkiimii: Israil’in Dogu Akdeniz Politikasinda Militarizm” baslikli
makalesinde Dogu Akdeniz’de Israil’in Yunanistan ve Giiney Kibris Rum
Yonetimi’yle yaptigi ittifakin Akdeniz’de bulunan gaz rezervleri ile dogru-
dan iliskili olmadigim iddia ediyor. Ona gore, bu ittifaki anlamak i¢in Israil’in
disislerindeki ulusal giivenlik tahakkiimiine yakindan bakmak gerekiyor.

Merve Ozdemirkiran Embel imzali besinci makale “Orta Dogu’da Modern
Devletin Insasi: Irak ve Suriye Ornekleri Uzerinden Bir Degerlendirme” bas-
ligin1 tagimaktadir. Makale Orta Dogu’da modern devletin temellerinin atil-
dig1 ve ulus-devlet ingasinin somutlastigi manda yonetimleri donemine baki-
yor. Bu yeniden bakisla, Ozdemirkiran Embel 2010’1u yillarda Orta Dogu’da
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yasanan devlet krizini Irak ve Suriye ornekleri {izerinden incelemektedir.
Cemal Kakisim’mn kaleme aldig1 son makale ise Ortadogu’da eskimeyen bir
konuyu enerji savaslarini ele almaktadir. “Tarihsel Perspektiften Hareketle
Irak, Suriye ve Libya’da Yasanan Enerji Savaglarinin Analizi” baslikli ¢alis-
ma yirminci yiizy1l boyunca yasanan enerji savaglarini karsilasgtirmali olarak
ele almaktadir. Menderes Kurt, Halit Ahmet Kahraman ve Kerem Tiirk im-
zali ii¢ kitap degerlendirmesi ile birlikte yeni sayimizin ilgilenenlere faydali
olmasi dilegimizle.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The year 2020 was a difficult year for publishers, editors, reviewers, and
authors due to the global Covid-19 pandemic. The same challenge continues
in 2021. For this reason, we are grateful to everyone who contributed to the
timely publication of the journal. In this issue, we present you six indepen-
dent research articles and three book reviews.

The first of the independent articles belongs to Selin M. Bélme. In her work
titled “US-Iran Affairs Through Images and Perceptions: First Impressions
(1830-1914),” Bolme goes back to the nineteenth century and sheds light on
the first impressions of these two countries about each other, which today
are in a problematic relationship. Using image theory in doing so, Bolme
reveals how the two countries initially produced an unrealistic perception to-
ward each other. In the second article titled “Philanthropic Activities during
Conflict: The Case Study of The Expatriate Syrian Business Community,”
Ching-An Chang examines philanthropic activities organized by immigrant
Syrian businesspeople to provide assistance to Syrian refugees in host coun-
tries. By doing so, Chang questions the widespread perception that Syrian
refugees only survive by the help of the countries in which they are located.

The third article, penned by Ismail Akdogan, Mikail Ugus, and Muzaffer
Musab Yilmaz takes a keen look at how the Arab-Israeli rapprochement, one
of the most controversial political moves in the Middle East in past years, has
resonated in the press. The article titled “Reconstruction of Reality: Fram-
ing Arab-Israeli Normalization in Middle Eastern Media” unveils that the
foreign policy conduct of regional powers determines news framing in the
Middle East. In his article titled “The Dominance of National Security in
Foreign Policy: Militarism in Israel’s East Mediterranean Policy,” Ceyhun
Cigekei claims that Israel’s alliance with Greece and the Greek Cypriot Ad-
ministration of Southern Cyprus in the Eastern Mediterranean is not directly
related to the gas reserves explored in the Mediterranean. According to him,
it is necessary to take a closer look at the national security perception in Is-
rael’s foreign affairs in order to understand this alliance.

The fifth article by Merve Ozdemirkiran Embel is headed “Building the
Modern State in the Middle East: A Case Study on Iraq and Syria.” The ar-
ticle examines the era of mandate governments in the Middle East, when the
foundations of the modern state were laid and the materialization of nation-
state building took place. With this reassessment, Ozdemirkiran Embel ex-
plores the state crisis in the Middle East in the 2010s through the examples
of Iraq and Syria. The last article by Cemal Kakisim deals with a timeless



Middle East issue, the energy wars. The study titled “The Analysis of Energy
Wars in Iraq, Syria and Libya from a Historical Perspective” comparatively
investigates the energy wars that took place during the twentieth century.
Featured alongside are three book reviews by Menderes Kurt, Halit Ahmet
Kahraman, and Kerem Tiirk, which we hope will altogether benefit the read-
ers of our new issue.
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