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folklor/edebiyat’tan

Degerli okurlarimiz,

Ulkemizi sarsan biiyiik deprem felaketinin acilarmi birlikte yasayip yaralari
sarmaya cabalarken hayatin stirekliligi kurali, yeni sayimizi da buruk duygularla
olusturdu. Kayiplarimiz i¢in rahmet ve herkese sabirlar diliyoruz. Benzer afetlerin
yasanmamasli, en az yitiklerle atlatilmast igin de her tiirlii 6nlem ve galigmalarin ya-
pilmasini da umuyoruz, bekliyoruz.

Bu biiytik ac1 seli icinde halkbilimi alaninin diinyadaki en saygin adlarindan biri
olan Prof. Dr. Dan Ben-Amos’un eski tarihli ama ¢ok islevsel bir bildirisini yeniden
gozden gegirip Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras ile Folklor Arasinda baslig1 altinda
(Between Intangible Cultural Heritage and Folklore) zengin bir bibliyografya dii-
zenlemesiyle dergimize gondermesi yiireklerimize su serperken, yakin bir zamanda
degerli bilginin saglik sorunlariyla yogun bakima alinmasi da derin iizlintiilerimize
yol agmigti. Makalesinin 6n baski niishasini1 gonderdigimizde, esi tarafindan hocanin
¢ok sevindiginin bildirilmesi ise, lizlintlimiizii goreceli de olsa azaltmisti. Bu satir-
larin yazildig: glinlerde (26 Mart 2023) bilginin vefat haberini almamiz ise hepimizi
cok tlizdii. Eserleriyle yasayacak, bilimselligi gen¢ kusaklara 6nder olacaktir. Bu sa-
yimizda Ben-Amos’un yakin dostu Hande Birkalan Gedik ve iki 6grencisinin (Hic-
ran Karatag/Ahmet Kesin) makalelerinin bulunmasi da ilging ve anlaml1 bir rastlanti
olsa gerek... Diizenlemelerini yaparak dergimize gonderdigi makalesini yayimlaya-
cagimizi bildirdigimizde Dan Hoca’nin gonderdigi -belki de son- iletisiyle kendisine
bir kez daha tesekkiirlerimizi sunuyoruz:

Dear Professor Metin Karadag

1 am delighted and honored that my paper will be published in folklore/edebiyat. I
hope that a side effect of this publication will strengthen the relationship between my
Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations in which we teach Turkish
languages and literatures. I am copying our correspondence to Professor Heather
Sharkey for her information. All the best. Dan Ben-Amos (6.01.2023. Saat: 17.24)

Arzu Oztiirkmen’in, doktora danismani olan Dan Ben-Amos’un vefat: ne-
deniyle ricamiz iizerine hazirladigi anma yazisi, sayimizin anlaml iiriinlerinden
biri oldu. Biiyiik bilgine tiim eserleri, katkilar1 i¢in tesekkiir ediyor; esine, ailesine,
bilim diinyasina bassagligi diliyoruz.

Bu sayimizin ikinci makalesinde dergimizin temel direklerinden biri olan Hande
Birkalan-Gedik’in bir projeye dayali arastirmasi olan Disiplinler ve Post-Disipliner
Tarihgeler: Kuram, Ceviri ve Kiiltiirlerotesilik baslikli ¢alisma, halkbilime yeni
ufuklar agacak niteliktedir. Disipliner tarihlerin olusturulmasinda “gezgin kuram”in
(traveling theory) roliinii ele alan Gedik, bu kuramin post-disipliner tarihgeler yaza-
bilmemize olanak taniyan 6nemli bir ara¢ oldugunu ortaya koyuyor.
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Clarissa Pinkola Estes’in kiilt sayilan, masallar ve mitler yoluyla kadinlarin vahsi
dogaya, ilkel benliklerine nasil geri doneceklerini anlattigi Kurtlarla Kosan Kadmlar
kitabi, gesitli bilimsel tartismalarin baslangicina, edebi metinleri analizde farkli bakis
acilarinin ortaya ¢ikmasina yol agmistir. Mihrican Aylang, feminist elestiri yaklasim-
lartyla bagdastirdigi s6z konusu yontemi, Betiil Tariman in Siirlerinde Vahsi Kadinin
Uyanist baglikli makalesinde ilk kez saygin bir kadin sairin iiriinlerine uyguladi.

Dergimiz ailesinden saydigimiz Hicran Karatas, anneligin kiiltiirel olarak
0zel bir yerde nasil ve neden konumlandirildigma dair farkli bir yaklagim sundugu
Tackling Knowledgeand Reining Uncertainty through Risk Rituals in the Transition to
Motherhood adli makalesinde anne adaylarinin hamilelik siireclerindeki kaygilarini
hafifletmek, kendilerini ve bebeklerini diisiik, sakatlik ve dogum komplikasyonlarindan
korunmak i¢in ¢esitli ritlieller gerceklestirmeye yonelmelerini irdeliyor. Bu ritiiellerin
bir boliimiiniin geleneksel kaginma ritiiellerinden modern zamanlara uyarlandigini
gosteren Karatag, kadmlarin kendilerini sinirlayan rutinleri benimsemeye veya
tabular1 izlemeye zorlayabilen ge¢is donemi ritiiel ve uygulamalarini ortaya
koymakta. Ahmet Keskin, Gé¢ ve Folklor: Literatiir ve Tasnif Odakli, Kuramsal
Bir Cergeve baglikli makalesiyle folklor ve gog iliskileri, gociin folklor tiirlerinin
olusumu, degisimi ve doniistimii iizerindeki etkileri ile go¢ ve folklor caligmalarindaki
konu kadrolarinin nasil siniflandirilabilecegi sorunlarini aydinlatmak amacindan yola
ciktigini vurgulamakta. Keskin, gogiin hem bagli basina bir “gelenek” olarak hem
de i¢inde barmndirdigi ¢cok yonli olgu, inang, deger, unsur, eylem, sdylem unsurlari
bakimindan gelenekler toplami niteligiyle parcadan biitiine, bir kiiltiir alan1 olarak
folkloru hem dogurup hem bigimlendiren 6zelliklerine dikkat ¢ekiyor.

Suzana Marjani¢, Conspiracy Theories as Urban Legends with a Paranoid
Matrix baglikli caligmasinda; komplo teorilerinin paranoyak dogasinin yorumlanma-
sindan yola ¢ikarak sehir efsaneleriyle ilgili komplo teorilerini paranoid bir matrisle
yorumlamaya, kategorize etmeye calisiyor.

Segun Omosule, The Nexus between Performance, Aesthetics and Philosophi-
cal Motifs in Indigenous Festival baslikl ilging makalesinde Afrika yerel kiiltiiriinde
koélelik ve insan kagakgiligmin folklorik/antropolojik boyutlarmi irdeledi. Insanlarin
sosyal ve ritiiel arenalarda bir araya gelme ve kisisel hedeflerine ulasmada festival
olgusunun iglevleri tizerinde duran arastirmaci, Afrika sanat gékkubbesinin, iklimle-
ri ve dilleri agan; zamana ve ¢aglara dayanabilen ampirik 6zetlemelerini sergiliyor.
Bu ¢alisma, bati diinyasinda ¢aga bagli iddialar1 ve gelenekleri gegersiz kilma egili-
minde olan bir bilimsel iddia ortaya sunmaktadir.

Meri¢c Harmanci ve Hilal Otyakmaz Aydin’in ortak calismasi olan Visiting
Sacred Sites as Seeking an Alternative Healing Method During the COVID-19 Pan-
demic: The Example of Joshua's Tomb adli makalede COVID-19 salgini siirecinde,
insanlarm dini kimlige sahip olduguna inandiklar1 kisilerin mezarlarini/tiirbelerini
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ziyaret etme nedenlerini aragtirmak ve bu ziyaretlerin genel olarak hastalik, 6zel-
de COVID-19 ile iliskisini belirlemek amag¢lanmaktadir. Hiinkar Karaca Yalcin,
Zerdiistilik ve Yezidilik Inanclarinin Romanlarda Ele Alimisi bashikli makalesinde
Tiirk romaninda Yezidi ve Zerdiisti inanglarinin yansimalarini ele aldi. Yal¢in aras-
tirmasinin sonucunda romanlarda Yezidilerin ve Zerdiistilerin tarihlerine, kutsal
mekanlarina, diigiin ve 6liim tdreni gibi 6nemli ritiiellerine, ge¢miste ve bugiin yasa-
diklar1 sorunlara ve “6teki” olarak nitelendirilmelerinin nedenlerini irdeleyerek din
ve toplum arasindaki iligskinin edebiyattaki yerini belirledi. Fulya Kincal’in Lament
of Medea: A Kinesthetic Performance baslikli ¢alismasinda kimlik ve dil baglantisi
ele alarak agitlarin bu kapsamdaki islevi 6rnek kilavuz metin araciligiyla ince-
lendi. Kore dili ve edebiyati uzmani1 Hatice Kéroglu Tiirkézii, Kore nin evrensel
anlamda kiiltiirel miras olarak kabul edilen Pansori geleneginin Tiirkgede ilk kez
ele alindig1 makalesinde ayrintili bir sergileme gerceklestirdi. Benzer bir calismanin
sahibi Bambang Riad ise The Values of Local Wisdom in Lampung Folklore: A Piil
Pesenggiri Perspective adli makalesinde Endonezya Lampung halkinin Piil Peseng-
giri kiiltiirii i¢indeki degerler kavramini ortaya koydu.

Bu saymmizimn kitap tanitim yazis1t Hacer Gozel, Timugin Bugra Edman ile
Samet Giiven'e ait. Yazarlarimiz, Stephen King’in {inlii Ce// adl eserini ele aldilar.

Acilar, hiizlinlerle dolu siirecte siirdiirdiigliimiiz, yasam ve yayim seriivenimizin
bu duraginda da andigim emekleri sunan degerli yazarlarimiza, hakemlerimize, sa-
yiya emek verenlere tesekkiir ediyor, saygilarimi sunuyorum.

kokok

Dear Valued Readers,

As we were putting together this issue with deep sorrow, we were also trying to
heal from our wounds and losses from the recent massive earthquake in our country.
We send our deepest condolences to the families who have lost loved ones in this
disaster and wish that God praises his mercy upon us all. We sincerely hope that we
get through these times of hardship and desperation with minimum losses and wish
that all necessary precautions and measures will be taken for the future while we
hope that similar disasters are not experienced once again.

Within this great wave of sorrow, one of the most respected names in the field,
Prof. Dr. Dan Ben-Amos revised one of his previously dated functional presentations
along with an amazing bibliography and sent this to our journal, which was very
refreshing; however, recently our valued scholar was taken into intensive care due
to recent health problems and this too added to our existing sadness. When we sent
the preliminary draft, his wife indicated that he was very pleased, which in turn
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somewhat relieved our burden. While this editorial was being written (March 26,
2023), we were informed of Dr. Dan Ben-Amos’s passing and are extremely sorry.
Not only will he live through his works but will continue to be a leading figure for
the younger generations to come. In this issue, it is an interesting and meaningful
coincidence that Hande Birkalan Gedik, a close friend of Ben-Amos and his students
(Hicran Karatag and Ahmet Kesin) submitted an article for publication. As we had
informed Dr. Ben-Amos that we were going to publish the article he sent and had
started the editing process we received the following message from him — which may
have been his very last message — and once again would like to express and share our
gratitude to him by sharing this message with you.

Dear Professor Metin Karadag

1 am delighted and honored that my paper will be published in folklore/edebiyat.
1 hope that a side effect of this publication will strengthen the relationship between
my Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations in which we teach
Turkish languages and literatures. I am copying our correspondence to Professor
Heather Sharkey for her information. All the best. Dan Ben-Amos (6.01.2023; 5: 24
p.m.)

Arzu Oztiirkmen’s memorial article on the death of Dan Ben-Amos, her PhD
advisor, was one of the meaningful products of our issue. We thank the great scholar
for all his works and contributions and extend our condolences to his wife, family
and the world of science.

In the second article of this issue, one of the main pillars of our journal, Hande
Birkalan-Gedik, is a project-based study titled Disciplines and Post-Disciplinary
Histories: Theory, Translation and Transculturalism, which opens new horizons
for folklore. Gedik, who discusses the role of “traveling theory” in the creation of
disciplinary histories, reveals that this theory is an important tool that allows us to
write post-disciplinary histories.

In Clarissa Pinkola Estes’s book titled Women Who Run with the Wolves: Myths
and Stories of the Wild Woman Archetype she explains how women return to their
primitive selves and wild nature through a variety of tales and myths, which has led
to the development of various scientific discussions along with different perspectives
used in analyzing literary texts. Using a feminist critique approach, Mihrican
Aylang, in her article titled Betiil Tariman in Siirlerinde Vahsi Kadinin Uyanist (The
Awakening of the Wild Woman in Betiil Tariman’s Poetry) utilized this method to
analyze a respected female poet for the first time.

Hicran Karatas, whom we consider to be a family member of our journal,
examined the various rituals involved during pregnancy that expecting mothers do to
relieve anxiety and reduce miscarriages, injuries, and complications during the birthing
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process. In her article titled Tackling Knowledge and Reining Uncertainty through
Risk Rituals in the Transition to Motherhood she introduces a different approach
to explain why and how motherhood is placed at an entirely different but special
place culturally. Karatas also sets forth how a portion of these rituals have been
adapted from avoidance rituals to modern times while showing how women have
embraced routines that limit them or how they have been forced to watch transitions
rituals and applications that challenge their taboos. In his article titled Gé¢ ve
Folklor: Literatiir ve Tasnif Odakli, Kuramsal Bir Cer¢eve (Migration and Folklore:
A Theoretical Framework with a Focus on Literature and Classification) Ahmet
Keskin discusses the relationship between folklore and migration along with the
types of migration folklore that have developed and the effects resulting from its
change and transformation. He also emphasizes that in order for clarification of
the problems associated with the sub-categories in folklore studies to take place,
categorization and classification are a necessity. While Keskin notes that migration
within itself'is a ‘tradition’ that contains multi-faceted phenomenon including beliefs,
values, elements, actions, and statements that accumulate as tradition from pieces
to a whole, he also draws attention to the features that gives birth to and shapes
folklore as a cultural area. Conspiracy Theories as Urban Legends with a Paranoid
Matrix by Suzana Marjani¢ where she sets forth the paranoid nature of interpreting
conspiracy theories by interpreting the conspiracy theories created for urban legends
from a paranoid matrix and tries to categorize them.

In Segun Omosule’s interesting article titled The Nexus between Performance,
Aesthetics and Philosophical Motifs in Indigenous Festival the folkloric/
anthropological dimensions of human trafficking and slavery in a local African
culture was examined. The researcher displays empirical summaries, that have stood
up against changing times and eras, and emphasizes how the concept of festival
serves as a ground to unite people in both social and ritual arenas while helping them
reach their personal goals under the African art sphere which extends beyond climate
and languages. This study sets forth a scientific argument that aims to discredit era-
based allegations and traditions of the Western world.

In their collaborative study titled Visiting Sacred Sites as Seeking an Alternative
Healing Method During the COVID-19 Pandemic: The Example of Joshua's Tomb
Meri¢ Harmanci and Hilal Otyakmaz Aydin examined the reasons why people visited
tombs of figures they believe to be religious, during the COVID-19 period in general,
and determine the relationship between these visits and illness, especially COVID-19.

In his article titled Zerdiistilik ve Yezidilik Inanclarinin Romanlarda Ele Alinist
(The Discussion of Zoroastrianism and Yezidisim Belief Systems in Novels)
Hiinkar Karaca Yal¢in examined both Yazidi and Zoroastrian beliefs in Turkish
novels. As a result of his research, Yalg¢in analyzed the Yazidi and Zoroastrian
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histories, holy places, important rituals like weddings and funerals, the issues they
face today, and the reason they have been treated as the ‘other’ and determined the
relationship between religion and society and how this is portrayed in literature.
In Fulya Kincal’s article titled Lament of Medea: A Kinesthetic Performance text
samples from requiems were used, as per this context, to examine the connection
and function between language and identity. Hatice Koéroglu Tiirkozii, an expert
in Korean language and literature, examined the Korean cultural legacy, the Pansori
tradition, in detail and in Turkish for the first time. In a similar study Bambang
Riad sets forth the values of the Piil Pesenggiri culture belonging to the Indonesian
Lampung people.

As an exemplar for this issue, our book review belongs to Hacer Gozel
Timugin Bugra and Samet Gliven. Our authors examined Stephen King’s famous
novel titled Cell.

During these times of pain and sorrow and at this stage of life and our publication
journey, I would like to thank and express my gratitude to those who have contributed
to this issue, our valued authors, and our reviewers.

Metin Karadag
Editor / Editor
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