EDITORDEN

Tiirkiye Ortadogu Calismalart Dergisi (TOCD) onuncu yasinda! Bu sayimiz Yemen,
Suudi Arabistan, Tiirkiye, Korfez Ulkeleri, Osmanli Dénemi Liibnan’1, Katar, Israil ve
Ortadogu’nun diger iilkeleri olmak iizere genis bir analiz ¢ergevesi sunmaktadir. Bu
sayimizin ilk makalesi Basak Ozoral tarafindan yazilan “Suudi Arabistan’in Dis
Politikasin1 Belirleyen Kimliklerin Incelenmesi”. Bu ¢alismada Ozoral, Bedevi/kabile
kimliginin, Vahhabizm'in, Suudi geleneginin ve jeopolitiginin ve rantier devlet
anlayisinin dig politika belirleme siirecine etkisini incelemektedir. Yazar, bu faktorlerin
etkisini degerlendirirken sosyal insacilik teorisinin kimliklerin ulusal politika ve ¢ikarlar1
belirledigini ortaya koyan varsayimindan faydalanmaktadir. Calisma; bu teorinin 1s1g1nda
Suudi kimligini tanimlayan kavramlar1 hem jeopolitik, hem de tarihsel agidan
degerlendirerek, bu kimligin Suudi Arabistan’in dis politikasini nasil etkiledigini ortaya
koymaktadir.

Bu saymin ikinci makalesinde Muhammed Yakup Inan “Ortadogu’daki Rol Anlayislari
ve Liderlik Rekabetleri: Déniisen Tiirkiye, Suudi Arabistan ve Korfez Iliskileri”
makalesinde Ortadogu’daki bolgesel gli¢lerin birbirleriyle giic miicadelesi ve bolgedeki
liderlik yarisim1 analiz etmektedir. Yazar bolgedeki dort giiclii iilkeyi degerlendirmekle
birlikte temelde Tiirkiye ve Suudi Arabistan rekabetine odaklanmakta ve bunu stratejik
ortakliklar yoluyla degerlendirmektedir. Inan, Tiirkiye'nin Korfez bolgesinde Suudi
Arabistan'in ulusal rol kavramsallastirmalarina bir rakip degil, Korfez giivenligi ve ticari
iligkileri agisindan elverisli bir partner oldugu sonucuna varmaktadir.

Bu saymmizin igiincii makalesi Aziz Kilig ve Ozer Ozbozdagh tarafindan yazilan “II.
Mesrutiyetin Ilaninin Cebel-i Liibnan’da Yansimalar1 ve Secim Tartismalar”. Makale,
Osmanli imparatorlugu’nun 1908°de II. Mesrutiyeti ilan etmesinin Cebel-i Liibnan’daki
yansimalarina odaklanmaktadir. Mesrutiyet’le birlikte Meclis-i Mebusan’a temsilciler
gonderme durumunda Cebel-1 Liibnan’in isteksiz davranmasi ve bunun nedenleri ortaya
konmaya calisilmistir. Yazarlar, Cebel-i Liibnan halkinin II. Mesrutiyet’i desteklemesine
ragmen, Meclis’e temsilci gonderme hususunda ikiye boliindiigiinii belirtmektedir.
Buradaki ayrismanin farkli kimliklerin yogunlukta oldugu bdlgelere gore sekillendigi
ortaya konmustur. Yazarlar ayrica bolge halkinin kararsiz tavrinin Cebel-i Liibnan’in
sahip oldugu 6zerk yonetim sekliyle de iliskili oldugu sonucuna varilmistir.

Dordiincii makalemiz Fuat Emir Sefkatli ve Giingdr Sahin tarafindan yazilan “Sahel'de
Devlet Dist Silahli Aktorler: Teror Orgiitleri ve Milis Gruplarin Artan Direngliliginin
Analiz Edilmesi” makalesidir. Bu makalede yazarlar Sahel bolgesinde varlik gosteren
devlet dis1 silahli aktorlerin hibrit stratejilerini degerlendirmektedir. Spesifik olarak
Burkina Faso, Mali ve Nijer’de teror eylemleri gergeklestiren devlet dist silahli aktorlerin
on yillik siire igerisinde (2012-2022) gerceklestirdigi saldirilart ve bu bdlgede nasil giic
kazandiklarini ortaya koymaktadir. Bolgede faaliyet gosteren devlet dis1 silahli aktorlerin
ideolojik, din temelli ve etnik kokenli oOrgiitler oldugu diisliniildiigiinde, devlet
otoritesinin kayboldugu ya da zayifladig1 bolgelerde bu tarz orgiitlerin rahatlikla yagam
alan1 buldugu goriilmektedir. Yazarlar da analizlerinde bu olguya benzer bir sonuca
varmaktadir. Sefkatli ve Sahin, bolgede faaliyet gosteren terdr orgiitlerinin, devletlerin
sorunlu terdrle miicadele yaklasimlari, yerel yonetisim sorunlari, yonetilemeyen alanlar
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ve gli¢csiiz ordular nedenleriyle giiglerini koruduklarini ortaya koymaktadir.

“Toplumsal Ekoloji Yaklasimin1 Bolgesel Gelismeler Uzerinden Yeniden Tartismak”
makalesinde Alper Ekmekgioglu ve Ayse Dere iklim degisikligi, kapitalizm ve devlet
orgiitii tartismalar1 karsisinda alternatif bir model olarak c¢alisilan toplumsal ekoloji
yaklasiminin kuram ve uygulama iliskisini analiz etmektedir. Yazarlar Tirkiye’nin
giineydogusu ve Suriye’nin kuzeyine odaklanarak toplumsal ekoloji yaklagimim
incelemektedir. Yazarlar, sistematik bir analizle ekonomik, siyasi, toplumsal ve yonetsel
Olgiitler iizerinden bu yaklasimi degerlendirmekte ve PKK/KCK terdr orgiitiini
Bookchin’in toplumsal ekoloji yaklagimiyla degerlendirmektedir.

Bu saymnin altinct makalesinde “Neoklasik Realist Teori Perspektifinden Tiirkiye’nin
1956 Siiveys Krizi’ne Yonelik Dis Politikasinin Analizi” makalesi Emre Giindogdu ve
Onur Kaya tarafindan yazilmistir. Bu makalede yazarlar 1956 Siiveys Krizi siiresince
Tiirkiye’nin dis politikasinin nasil sekillendigini neoklasik realist teori ile analiz
etmektedir. Siiveys Krizi doneminde Tiirk dis politikasint Soguk Savas dinamikleri ile
aciklamay1 amaglayan yazarlar, iki kutuplu diinya diizeninde ideolojik karsithik ve
niikleer rekabet faktorlerini géz Oniine alarak, bu diizenin Tiirkiye’ nin dis politika yapim
stirecini siirlandirict bir rol oynadigini iddia etmektedir. Yazarlar uluslararasi sistemin
siirlandirict ve belirleyici etkilerini agiklamak i¢in caydirict askeri kapasite ihtiyaci,
ekonomik tesvik gerekliligi, Tiirk dis politikasindaki Baticilik egilimi ve karar alicilarin
liderlik ¢abalari faktorleriyle incelemektedir.

Bu saymin yedinci makalesi Atay Akdevelioglu, Nuri Yesilyurt ve Gokhan Erdem
tarafindan yazilan “Tarihsel Siireklilik ve Kopuslar Uzerinden Yemen I¢ Savasi”
makalesi. Yemen bagimsizligin1 kazandigi giinden bu yana sik sik i¢ catismalara ve
savaglara maruz kalmistir. 1994°te yasanan i¢ savas ve Arap Bahar1 ayaklanmalarinda
kivilcimlart goriilen ve 2014’te siddetli eylemlerle baslayan i¢ savas catigmalarin
merkezinde yer alan Yemen’de diinyanin en biiyiik insani krizlerinden birinin
yasanmasina neden olmaktadir. Akdevelioglu, Yesilyurt ve Erdem, bu gercekligi analiz
etmeyi amaglamaktadir. Bu makalede yazarlar, 2014’te baslayan ve halen devam eden
Yemen i¢ savasinin Onceki i¢ savas dinamikleriyle benzer karakteristik 6zelliklere sahip
oldugunu iddia etmektedir. Yazarlar bunun yaninda 2014 i¢ savasini dnceki i¢ savaglarla
karsilastirmakta ve 1994’teki i¢ savastaki aktor ve catisma dinamikleriyle benzerlik
gosterdigini, bolgesel ve kiiresel gii¢clerin miidahalelerinin de catigsmay1 siddetlendirdigini
iddia etmektedir. Yemen’in {li¢iincii lilkelerin ¢atisma sahasi oldugu ve Ortadogu’daki en
onemli vekalet savas1 drneklerinden biri olmasi nedenleriyle bu ¢alismanin dikkate deger
oldugu soylenebilir.

Bu sayimmizda ayrica Gokhan Cinkara tarafindan yapilan “Betar Tiirkiye: Bir Siyonist
Genglik Hareketi’nin Hikayesi (1933-1971)” kitabinin kritigi, Dergah Kisacik tarafindan
yazilan “Hybrid Actors (Armed Groups and State Fragmentation in the Middle East)”
adli kitabin kritigi ve Hact Mehmet Boyraz tarafindan yazilan “Bolgesel Giig
Dengelerinde Tiirkiye-Katar iliskileri” kitabinin kritigi olmak iizere ii¢ kitap kritigine ev
sahipligi yapmaktadir.

Dog. Dr. i. Aytagc KADIOGLU
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies (TJIMES) is in its tenth year! This issue
presents a broad analysis framework including Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Gulf
Countries, Lebanon under Ottoman rule, Qatar, Israel and other countries of the Middle
East. The first article of this issue is “Examination of the Identities that Define Saudi
Arabia's Foreign Policy within the Theory of Social Construction” by Basak Ozoral. In
this study, Ozoral examines the effects of Bedouin/tribal identity, Wahhabism, Saudi
tradition and geopolitics, and the understanding of the rentier state on the foreign policy-
making process. To assess the impact of these factors, the author draws on the social
constructionist theory's assumption that identities determine national politics and
interests. This study evaluates the concepts that define the Saudi identity, both
geopolitically and historically in the light of this theory, and reveals how Saudi identity
affects the state’s foreign policy.

In the second article of this issue, Muhammed Yakup Inan analyses the power struggle of
the regional powers in the Middle East and the leadership competition in the region in the
article "Role Conceptions and Leadership Rivalry in the Middle East: Transforming
Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Gulf Relations”. While evaluating the four powerful countries
in the region, the author mainly focuses on the competition between Turkey and Saudi
Arabia and evaluates this through strategic partnerships. Inan concludes that Turkey is
not a rival to Saudi Arabia's national role conceptualisations in the Gulf region but a
favourable partner in terms of Gulf security and trade relations.

The third article of this issue is titled “Reflections of the Declaration of Constitutional
Monarchy in Mount Lebanon and Election Debates” and written by Aziz Kili¢ ve Ozer
Ozbozdagli. The article focuses on the reflections of the declaration of the Constitutional
Monarchy in Cebel-i Lebanon. This study reveals Cebel-i Lebanon’s reluctance in
sending representatives to the Majlis-i Mebusan with the Second Constitutional
Monarchy and the reasons for this. The authors state that although people in Mount
Lebanon supported the new constitutional regime in Ottoman Empire, they were divided
regarding the decision to send a representative to the Assembly or not. The article reveals
that the segregation here was shaped according to the regions where different identities
were concentrated. The authors concluded that the indecisive attitude of the people of the
region was also related to the self-government form of Jebel-i Lebanon.

Our fourth article is “Non-State Armed Actors in the Sahel: Analyzing the Rising
Resilience of Terrorist Organizations and Militia Groups” by Fuat Emir Sefkatli and
Glingor Sahin. In this article, the authors evaluate the hybrid strategies of non-state
armed actors in the Sahel region. Specifically, this article reveals the attacks carried out
by non-state armed actors who organised terrorist attacks in Burkina Faso, Mali and
Niger over ten years (2012-2022) and how they gained power in this region. Considering
that the non-state armed groups operating in the region are ideological, religious-based
and ethnic-based organisations, it is seen that such organizations easily find a place to
live in regions where state authority is lost or weakened. The authors also come to a
similar conclusion in their analysis. Sefkatli and Sahin reveal that the terrorist
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organisations operating in the region maintain their power due to the problematic
approaches of the states to fight against terrorism, problems of local governance,
ungoverned areas and weak armies.

In their article "Revisiting the Social Ecology Approach through Regional
Implementations", Alper Ekmekg¢ioglu and Ayse Dere analyse the theory and practice
relationship of the social ecology approach, which is studied as an alternative model in
the face of climate change, capitalism and state organisation debates. The authors
examine the social ecology approach, focusing on southeastern Turkey and northern
Syria. The authors evaluate this approach through economic, political, social and
administrative criteria with a systematic analysis and evaluate the PKK/KCK terrorist
organisation with Bookchin's social ecology approach.

In the sixth article of this issue, the article "Analysis of Turkey's Foreign Policy towards
the 1956 Suez Crisis from the Perspective of Neoclassical Realist Theory" was written by
Emre Giindogdu and Onur Kaya. In this article, the authors analyse how Turkey's foreign
policy was shaped during the 1956 Suez Crisis with neoclassical realist theory. The
authors, who aim to explain Turkish foreign policy in the period of the Suez Crisis with
the dynamics of the Cold War, claim that this order plays a limiting role in Turkey's
foreign policy-making process, taking into account the factors of ideological opposition
and nuclear competition in the bipolar world order. In order to explain the limiting and
determining effects of the international system, the authors assess the need for deterrent
military capacity, the necessity of economic incentives, the Westernization trend in
Turkish foreign policy and the leadership efforts of decision makers.

The seventh article of this issue is titled “Historical Continuity and the Yemeni Civil War
over Breaks” and written by Atay Akdevelioglu, Nuri Yesilyurt and Gokhan Erdem.
Since the day Yemen gained its independence, it has been subject to frequent internal
conflicts and wars. The civil war, sparked by previous civil wars and Arab Spring
uprisings in 1994, started with violent actions in 2014, causes one of the world's biggest
humanitarian crises in Yemen, which is at the centre of the conflicts. Akdevelioglu,
Yesilyurt and Erdem aim to analyse this reality. In this article, the authors claim that the
Yemeni civil war, which started in 2014 and is still ongoing, has similar characteristics to
the previous civil war dynamics. In addition, the authors compare the 2014 civil war with
previous civil wars and claim that it is similar to the actors and conflict dynamics in the
1994 civil war, and that the interventions of regional and global powers exacerbated the
conflict. It can be said that this study is noteworthy as Yemen is a conflict zone of third
countries and is one of the most important examples of proxy wars in the Middle East.

In this issue, we also have three book reviews, including "Betar Turkey: The Story of a
Zionist Youth Movement (1933-1971)" by Gokhan Cinkara, "Hybrid Actors (Armed
Groups and State Fragmentation in the Middle East") written by Dergah Kisacik, and
"Turkey-Qatar Relations in Regional Power Balances" written by Hact Mehmet Boyraz.

Associate Professor I. Aytagc KADIOGLU
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