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From the Editor 

Happy 100 Years… 

We are in the 100th anniversary of our Republic. Republic is the name of a turning 

point that has been discussed in academia for a long time as "Turkish modernization", but 

more importantly, has been fought for and succeeded in various historical ways. The Republic 

is not a simple "daily life" change; It is the name of an attitude that irreversibly spreads over 

time and places and defines them. Republic is, above all, about perceiving and defining the 

subject, space, time, culture, things and nature. That's why it changed the fate of a society and 

that's why it is insurmountable. What makes the Republic insurmountable is the ontological 

reality it contains. This is simply a matter of consciousness. The opposite is always, first of 

all, a move away from its etymological origin, that is, publica, and a return. Mustafa Kemal 

Atatürk said the following in his speech in Bursa dated October 27, 1922:   

For a nation to be facing a disaster means that nation is sick and 

exposed. Therefore, salvation is achieved by dissecting and treating the disease 

in society. If the treatment of the disease is done in a scientific manner, it will 

be curative. Otherwise, the disease becomes chronic and incurable. What could 

be the disease of a society?... There are forces that make, develop and advance 

a nation: Intellectual forces and social forces. If ideas are meaningless, 

illogical, and full of fallacies, those ideas are vulnerable. Likewise, if social life 

is devoid of reason and logic, filled with unnecessary, harmful, and certain 

creeds and traditions, it will be paralyzed. 

First of all, it is necessary to start by clearing the sources of intellectual 

and social forces. Patriotism, good will and self-sacrifice are essential qualities 

for those who want to save the country and the nation. 

However, these qualities are not sufficient to see the disease in a social 

group, to treat it, and to develop the social group in accordance with the 

requirements of the contemporary social structure. Besides these qualities, 

knowledge and science are needed. 



Our guide in the political and social life of our nation and in the 

intellectual education of our nation will be knowledge and science.1 

In order to overcome this situation, he founded Ankara Faculty of Languages, 

History and Geography (DTCF) in 1935, in whose establishment he was personally 

involved. The fact that the Faculty/University sits on a triple pillar such as "language", 

"history" and "geography" is important in terms of offering a prescription to our 

scientists on how to overcome the intellectual climate that, in his own words, makes 

societies sick.  

In this context, we are honored and proud to welcome the 100th anniversary of 

our Republic as scientists. As a generation with free ideas and free conscience, we are 

full of gratitude. Because we happily embrace and never forget the energy and 

pleasure of researching, reading, learning, writing, producing and sharing this with 

other generations. 

Happy 100th anniversary of our Republic! 

We wish everyone happy reading. 

Assoc. Prof. Eren Ekin ERCAN (PhD) 
Editor 
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