EDITORDEN

Tirkiye Ortadogu Calismalar1 Dergisi yeni sayisinda Ortadogu’daki
giincel ve tarihsel gelismeleri glivenlik, go¢ ve mezhepsel hareketler
baglamlarinda analiz eden calismalarla karsinizda. Bu sayimizdaki
yedi makalede Iran, Liibnan, Tunus, Kérfez ve Afrika iilkeleri ve
Osmanli Donemi olmak iizere Ortadogu’nun farkli sorunlarina yonelik
analizler yer almaktadir.

Abdullah Erboga “Kérfez Ulkelerinin Savunma Politikalarr” baslikli
makalesinde Korfez iilkelerine yonelik biitiinliik¢ii bir analiz ortaya
koymay1 hedeflemistir. Erboga makalesinde Korfez iilkelerinin
savunma alaninda neden aktdr cesitlenmesine gittigini analiz
etmektedir. Son yillarda Ortadogu’da askeri harcamalarmi ciddi
diizeyde arttiran ii¢ iilke dikkat ¢cekmektedir: BAE, Katar ve Suudi
Arabistan. Yazar da bu ii¢ iilkeyi siyasi hedefleri, ulusal giivenlik
stratejileri ve savunma politikalar1 baglaminda degerlendirmektedir.
Bu calismada Arap Bahar1 ayaklanmalariyla birlikte Ortadogu’da
degisen konjonktiirde bu ii¢ lilkenin bolgesel olarak giiclii birer aktor
olmay1 hedefledikleri ve bu hedef uyarinca da savunma harcamalarini
arttirdiklart  ortaya  konmaktadir. Bu c¢alismada ABD’nin
Ortadogu’daki askeri varligini azaltma karariyla birlikte BAE, Katar
ve Suudi Arabistan’in savunma sanayi yatirimlarini arttirdig
belirtilmektedir. Yazar, buna ragmen ABD’ nin uluslararasi sistemdeki
rolliniin siirecegi ongdriisiiyle bu iilkelerin savunma harcamalarinda
alternatif liretme yonelimlerinin diisiik oldugunu iddia etmektedir.

Zuhal Calik Topuz “Ortadogu’da Devletler Aras1 Askeri
Anlagmazliklarin Modellenmesi” makalesinde Ortadogu’daki ¢atisma
ve savaslarin nedenlerini lojistik regresyon analizi ile anlamlandirmay1
amaclamaktadir. Calik Topuz arastirmasinda biiylik gii¢, demokrasi,
ekonomik bagimlilik, ittifak, kapasite, komsuluk ve uzaklik kavramlari
ile devletler aras1 anlagsmazliklar analitik sekilde tartismaktadir. Yazar,
Ortadogu devletlerinin ekonomik olarak bagimli oldugu iilkelerde daha
az ¢atigma yasadiklari, buna karsin sinir komsulariyla daha fazla askeri
anlasmazlik yasadiklar1 sonucuna varmistir. Bu sayimmizin iiglincii
makalesi Siikrii Cicioglu ve Ryan Hafiz Ahmed ibrahim tarafindan
yazilan “Tirkiye ile Afrika Arasindaki Dis Ticaretin Analizi” baslikli
makaledir. Bu calismada yazarlar Tiirkiye ile Afrika lilkeleri arasindaki
cografi yakinlik ve tarihi baglarin iki taraf arasindaki ticaret iligkilerini
etkiledigini iddia etmektedir. Bunun yaninda yazarlarin diger bir
iddias1, somiirgecilik doneminden Afrika tilkelerinin uzunca bir siire
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etkilenmesi  nedeniyle  Afrika  ilkeleri-Tiirkiye  iligkilerinin
gelistirilememis olmasidir.

Bu sayimiza Tuba Yildiz ise “2000°1i Yillar Sonras: Liibnan-Tiirkiye
Iliskileri ve Liibnan’da Neo-Osmanlicilik Soylemi” makalesiyle
katkida bulunmaktadir. Bu makalede Liibnan’in Tiirkiye ile 21.
ylizyildaki siyasi yakinlig1 ve Arap Bahar1 ayaklanmalar1 sonrasi dini-
mezhepsel gruplarla olan hassas iliskileri analiz edilmektedir. Yildiz
Tirkiye’nin Ortadogu’da yeni bir Osmanli yonetimi kurmak isteyip
istemedigi sorusuna Neo-Osmanlicilik ve mezhepgilik iizerinden yanit
aramaktadir. Bu baglamda Liibnan’daki Osmanli karsit1 soylemler ve
mezhepci siyasal sistemler arasindaki denge degerlendirilmektedir.

Bu saymmizdaki besinci makale ilknur Cihangir Demirbas tarafindan
yazilan “Acik Kapi Politikasindan Gog Diplomasisine: Iran’da Afgan
Miilteciler Meselesi” baslikli makaledir. Bu makalede yazar
Afganistan’dan Iran’a yasanan yogun go¢ dalgasimi insani-giivenlik
boyutlar1 ekseninde degerlendirmektedir. Bu baglamda, makale Iran’in
gb¢ yonetimi politikasinin acik kapr politikasindan diplomatik arag
haline getirme egilimine dogru evrildigini iddia etmektedir. Yazar, goc
diplomasisi kavramina odaklanarak Afgan gé¢menlerin dis politikada
nasil aragsallastirildigini ortaya koymay1 hedeflemektedir.

Bu saymmizin diger makalesi ise Halil Atilla Sivrikaya tarafindan
yazilan “Siyasi Siire¢ Modeli ve Tunus’ta ‘Islami Egilim Hareketi’”
makalesidir. Bu makalede Sivrikaya, Tunus’ta En-Nahda Hareketi’nin
onciil grubu olan Islami Egilim Hareketi iizerinden toplumsal
hareketlilik siirecini aciklamay1 hedeflemektedir. Makale, bu hareketi
siyasi siire¢ modeli yoluyla analiz ederek yari otoriter bir siyasi
ortamda Ui¢ farkli unsuru inceleyerek literatiire katkida bulunmay1
hedeflemektedir: degisen siyasi firsatlar, orgiitsel dinamikler ve
cerceveleme siiregleri. Aymi zamanda Sivrikaya, devlet baskisina
ragmen Islami bir hareketin bu ii¢ unsur yoluyla ayakta kalabilecegini
ve tabanini mobilize edebilecegini iddia etmektedir. Bu sayimizin
yedinci ve son makalesi Hamdi Gen¢ ve Musa Demirag tarafindan
yazilan “Liibnan’dan Bati Afrika’ya Go6¢: Osmanli, Manda ve
Cumbhuriyet Donemi (1860-1990)” makalesidir. Bu makalede Geng ve
Demirag Liibnan’dan Bati Afrika’ya gociin altinda yatan nedenleri
arastirmaktadir. Modern Liibnan devletinde gogmenlerin rotalari, dini
ve mezhebi 6zellikleri ve gogmenlik hareketleri sonrast durum analiz
edilmektedir.

Bu sayimizda ayni zamanda Ayca Coskuner tarafindan, Robert J.
Young’in yazmis oldugu Postkolonyalizm: Tarihsel Bir Giris adli



kitabin kritigi ve Pimnar Hilal Balta tarafindan Ramazan Erdag’in
yazmis oldugu 21. Yiizyilda Tiirkiye’nin Dis Politikas1 adli kitabin
kritigi yapilmistir.

Dog. Dr. i. Aytagc KADIOGLU

XI



EDITOR’S NOTE

We are here with our new issue. The new issue of Turkish Journal of
Middle Eastern Studies presents studies that analyse current and
historical developments in the Middle East in the context of security,
migration, and sectarian movements. This issue includes seven articles
that analyse different states and terms of the Middle East, including
Iran, Lebanon, Tunisia, the Gulf and African countries, and the
Ottoman Period.

Abdullah Erboga aims to present a holistic analysis of the Gulf
countries in his article titled "Defense Policies of the Gulf States". In
his article, Erboga evaluates why the Gulf states diversify actors in
their defence policies. Three countries in the Middle East, which have
significantly increased their military expenditures in recent years,
attract attention: UAE, Qatar and Saudi Arabia. The author evaluates
these three countries regarding their political goals, national security
strategies and defence policies. This study reveals that these three
countries aim to become strong regional actors in the changing
conjuncture in the Middle East with the Arab Spring uprisings and that
they increase their defence expenditures in line with this goal. In this
study, it is stated that the UAE, Qatar and Saudi Arabia increased their
defence industry investments as a result of the USA reducing its
military presence in the Middle East. Despite this, the author claims
that these countries have a low tendency to produce alternatives in
defence expenditures, with the expectation that the US’s role in the
international system will continue.

In her article "Modelling Interstate Militarised Disputes in the Middle
East", Zuhal Calik Topuz aims to understand the causes of conflicts
and wars in the Middle East through logistic regression analysis. Calik
Topuz analytically discusses the concepts of great power, democracy,
economic dependence, alliance, capacity, neighbourhood, distance,
and disputes between states. The author concludes that Middle Eastern
states experience fewer conflicts in countries on which they are
economically dependent, while they experience more military disputes
with their border neighbours. The third article of this issue is titled
"Analysis of Foreign Trade Between Tiirkiye and Africa" written by
Siikrii Cicioglu and Ryan Hafiz Ahmed ibrahim. In this study, the
authors claim that the geographical proximity and historical ties
between Tiirkiye and African countries affect the trade relations
between the two parties. In addition, another claim of the authors is that
relations between African countries and Tiirkiye could not be
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developed because African countries were affected by the colonial
period for a long time.

Tuba Yildiz contributes to this issue with her article "Lebanese-Turkish
Relations after the 2000s and the Neo-Ottomanist Discourse in
Lebanon". In this article, Lebanon’s political closeness with Turkey in
the 21st century and its sensitive relations with religious-sectarian
groups after the Arab Uprisings are analysed. Yildiz seeks an answer
to the question of whether Tiirkiye wants to establish a new Ottoman
administration in the Middle East through Neo-Ottomanism and
sectarianism. In this context, the balance between anti-Ottoman
discourses and sectarian political systems in Lebanon is evaluated.

The fifth article in this issue is titled "From Open Door Policy to
Migration Diplomacy: The Issue of Afghan Refugees in Iran" written
by Ilknur Cihangir Demirbas. In this article, the author evaluates the
intense migration wave from Afghanistan to Iran in terms of human-
security dimensions. In this context, the article claims that Iran’s
migration management policy has evolved from an open-door policy
to a tendency to turn it into a diplomatic tool. By focusing on the
concept of migration diplomacy, the author aims to reveal how Afghan
immigrants are instrumentalised in the foreign policy of Iran.

The other article in this issue is "The Political Process Model and the
'Islamic Tendency Movement' in Tunisia" written by Halil Atilla
Sivrikaya. In this article, Sivrikaya aims to explain the process of social
mobility through the Islamic Tendency Movement, the predecessor
group of the Ennahda Movement in Tunisia. By analysing this
movement through the political process model, the article aims to
contribute to the literature by examining three different elements in a
semi-authoritarian  political environment: changing political
opportunities, organisational dynamics, and framing processes. In
addition, Sivrikaya claims that despite state oppression, an Islamic
movement can survive and mobilise its base through these three
elements. This issue’s seventh and last article is "Migration from
Lebanon to West Africa: Ottoman, Mandate and Republican Periods
(1860-1990)" written by Hamdi Gen¢ and Musa Demirag. In this
article, Gen¢ and Demirag investigate the underlying reasons for
migration from Lebanon to West Africa. The routes of immigrants,
their religious and sectarian characteristics, and the situation after
immigration movements in the modern Lebanese state are examined.

In this issue, the book titled ‘“Postcolonialism: An Historical
Introduction”, written by Robert J. Young was also reviewed by Ayc¢a
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Coskuner, and the book titled “Tiirkiye's Foreign Policy in the 21st
Century”, written by Ramazan Erdag was reviewed by Pmar Hilal
Balta.

Associate Professor 1. Aytagc KADIOGLU
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