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Bilimsel dergi yayinciliginda 6. yilin1 dolduran
Oksident bilhassa bu say1 itibariyle yazarlarin yo-
gun teveccithiine mazhar olarak dokuz arastirma
makalesi ile siz kiymetli okuyucularinin karsisina
cikmaktadir.

“Klunili Peter'in Yahudilere Karsi Polemigi ve
Literatiirdeki Yeri” adli ¢aliymada yazarlar Mah-
mud Sami Sengiil ve Ahmet Giig, Orta Cag Bat1 Ki-
lisesinden meshur Benedikten bagrahibi Klunili
Peter'in “Yahudilerin Miizmin Inatciligina Karg”
baslikli reddiyesine odaklanmaktadirlar. Calis-
mada reddiyenin muhtevasindan ziyade reddiye-
nin yazildig1 dénem, yazarin iislubu, kaynaklar ve
bilhassa Yahudi-Hiristiyan reddiye gelenegindeki
yeri irdelenmigtir. Buna ek olarak tartismali husus-
lardan biri olan Klunili Peter’in reddiyesinde Pet-
rus Alfonsi’den intihal yapmis olma iddias: da de-
gerlendirilmistir.

“Oryantalist Bir Tarihgi Olarak Hugh Kennedy
ve Batrda Islam Tarihinin Anlagilmasina Etkisi”
isimli galisma Oznur Ozdemir tarafindan kaleme
alinmigtir.  Yazar arastirmasimnin  baslangicinda
Hugh Kennedy’nin hayati, akademik kariyeri ve
eserleri hakkinda bilgi verdikten sonra, bilhassa
Islam tarihine yénelik tarihgiligini eserleri iizerin-
den incelemistir. Oryantalist tarih¢inin eserleri ige-
risinde tespit edilen eksiklikler ve hatalar olmakla
birlikte Dogu’yu Batr'ya anlatmada olabildigince
objektif kalmaya gayret ettigi, makale yazarinin
6nemli tespitlerinden biridir.

Umut Var’a ait “An Examination of an Escha-
tological Christian Leader: Last Emperor Topos in
Oracula Attributed to Byzantine Emperor Leo VI
(886-912)” isimli galiymada Bizans politik teoloji-
sine hizmet etmek amaciyla kurgulanan Son Impa-
rator mitine odaklanmaktadir. Beklenen Son Im-

Marking its sixth year in academic publishing,
Oksident proudly presents this issue featuring nine re-
search articles, a testament to the increasing interest
and high regard of contributing authors..

In the study titled “Peter of Cluny's Polemic Aga-
inst the Jews and Its Place in the Literature”, Mahmud
Sami Sengiil and Ahmet Giig focus on the renowned
Benedictine abbot Peter of Cluny’s refutation titled
“Against the Inveterate Obstinacy of the Jews”. Rather
than delving into the content of the refutation itself,
the study examines the historical context of its com-
position, the author’s style, sources, and particularly
its place within the Jewish-Christian polemical tradi-
tion. Additionally, the work addresses one of the con-
tested issues: the claim that Peter of Cluny plagiarized
Petrus Alfonsi in his refutation.

The study titled “Hugh Kennedy as an Orientalist
Historian and His Contribution to the Understan-
ding of Islamic History in the West”, authored by Oz-
nur Ozdemir, begins with an overview of Hugh Ken-
nedy’s life, academic career, and works. The author
then analyzes Kennedy’s approach to Islamic histori-
ography through his body of work. While certain
shortcomings and inaccuracies have been identified
in the orientalist historian’s writings, one of the aut-
hor’s notable observations is that Kennedy strives to
remain as objective as possible in conveying the East
to the West.

The study titled “An Examination of an Eschato-
logical Christian Leader: The Last Emperor Topos in
Oracula Attributed to Byzantine Emperor Leo VI
(886-912)” by Umut Var focuses on the myth of the
Last Emperor, constructed to serve Byzantine politi-
cal theology. The anticipated Last Emperor is analy-
zed within the framework of genealogical lineage,
physical characteristics, and the various prophecies
attributed to him, establishing a connection between
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parator’un soy bilgisi, fiziksel 6zellikleri ve ona at-
fedilen cesitli kehanetler ¢ercevesinde onunla ilahi
irade arasinda bir bag kurulmus ve bu sayede im-
paratorlugun otoritesi saglamlastirilmaya ¢alisil-
mistir. Calisma neticesinde Oracula’da yer alan ko-
nuya iligkin verilerin Bizans toplumunun hassasi-
yetleri agisindan 6nemli detaylar icerdigi tespit
edilmistir.

Bu sayimizda Yahudi alim Ibn Meymun ile il-
gili iki makale yaymlanmustir. Ilki Hatice Arslan’a
ait olan “Ibn Meymtin’un Mucize Gériisii Uzerine
Bir Inceleme” isimli caligmadir. Yazar makalesinde
meghur Yahudi 4lim Ibn Meymun’un bilhassa mu-
cizenin imkani/imkansizlig1 ve gayesi hakkindaki
gorislerine deginerek, onun kutsal kitapta bahsi
gegen mucizelere inanip inanmadig1 sorusuna ce-
vap vermeye gayret etmistir.

Ibn Meymin ile ilgili ikinci ¢alisma Muham-
met Zuhur’a aittir. “Ibn Meym@n’un On Ug Inang
Ilkesinin Felsefi Dogast” isimli makalede Ibn
MeymGn'un Perek Helek Serhinde ve Sefer ha-
Mada kitaplarinda yer alan on {ig ilkeye ve ayni ige-
riklere sahip olmalarina ragmen Yahudiler nezdin-
deki farkli anlagilmalara dikkat cekmektedir. Yazar
bu farklilikta bilhassa Perek Helek Serhi'ndeki ilke-
lerin on dordiincii ylizyil itibariyle dua formlarina
donistiiriilmesinin etkili oldugu kanaatindedir.

Okan Agil’a ait “Parth Idaresi Altindaki Mezo-
potamya’da Bir Yahudi Yoénetimi: Asinaeus ve Ani-
laeus” adli caligmada en eski diasporalardan biri
olan Babil Diasporasrndaki Asinaeus ve Anilaeus
kardeslerin tesis ettikleri idari olusum arastirilmig-
tir. Calisma igerisinde bu yapinin bolgedeki hakim
Parth idresindeki istikrarsizliklar zemininde mes-
ruiyet kazanma siireci, tiirii ve hékimiyet siireci
hakkinda Yahudi tarih¢i Flavius Iosephus’un ese-
rinden faydalanilarak degerlendirmeler yapilmus-
tir.

“Huristiyanligin {lk Dénemindeki ‘Yasa’ Prob-
leminin 4. Yiizyildaki Yansimalarindan Biri Olarak
Jerome ve Augustinus Tartigmast” adli makalede
Hiristiyanligin erken dénemlerinde sikga tartisil-
mis olan Musa Yasasr'nin baglayiciligi konu edil-
mistir. Yunus Kaymaz meseleyi meshur Kilise Ba-
balarindan Jerome ve Augustinus arasindaki mek-
tuplagmalar {izerinden islemektedir. Mektuplar;
Galatyalilara Mektup kitabinda bahsi gegen Pavlus
ve Petrus’un Yasa hakkindaki tartigmasinin gergek-

him and divine will, thereby reinforcing the authority
of the empire. The study concludes that the data in
the Oracula related to this subject contain significant
details reflective of the sensitivities of Byzantine soci-
ety.

In this issue, two articles focusing on the Jewish
scholar Maimonides have been published. The first,
titled “A Study of Maimonides’” View of Miracles” by
Hatice Arslan, delves into the renowned Jewish scho-
lar’s perspectives, particularly concerning the possibi-
lity/impossibility and purpose of miracles. The author
seeks to address whether Maimonides believed in the
miracles mentioned in the Hebrew Bible.

The second study on Maimonides, authored by
Muhammet Zuhur, is titled “The Philosophical Na-
ture of Maimonides’ Thirteen Principles of Faith.”
This article examines the thirteen principles presen-
ted in Maimonides’ commentary on Perek Helek and
the Sefer ha-Mada, highlighting their philosophical
underpinnings and the differing interpretations they
have received within the Jewish tradition despite their
identical content. The author argues that the transfor-
mation of these principles into prayer forms, particu-
larly from the fourteenth century onwards, signifi-
cantly influenced these differing understandings.

Okan Acil’s study, titled “A Jewish Administra-
tion in Parthian Mesopotamia: Asinaeus and Ani-
laeus,” investigates the administrative structure estab-
lished by the brothers Asinaeus and Anilaeus within
the Babylonian Diaspora, one of the earliest diaspo-
ras. The study evaluates the process by which this ad-
ministration gained legitimacy, its nature, and its du-
ration of dominance, all against the backdrop of the
instability within the Parthian administration in the
region. These assessments are grounded in the works
of the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus.

The article titled “The Debate Between Jerome
and Augustine as One of the Fourth Century Reflec-
tions of the ‘Law’ Problem in the Early Christianity”
addresses the binding nature of Mosaic Law, a topic
frequently debated in the early period of Christianity.
Yunus Kaymaz examines the issue through the cor-
respondence between two prominent Church Fat-
hers, Jerome and Augustine. These letters focus on
the reality or constructed nature of the dispute
between Paul and Peter regarding the Law, as menti-
oned in the Epistle to the Galatians. The nature of this
debate is highly significant and decisive in terms of
the authority of the New Testament.
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ligi/kurgusalligi hakkindadir. S6z konusu tartisma-
nin mahiyeti Yeni Ahit'in otoritesi agisindan ol-
dukga 6nemli ve belirleyicidir.

Fatma Gergekcioglu'nun kaleme aldig1 “Samiri
Tevrat'nin Kékenine Dair Arastirmalar Uzerine
Bir Degerlendirme” adli galiyma kendilerini ger-
cek/saf Israilogullar: kabul eden Samirilerin otorite
kabul ettikleri Tevrat'in koken ve degisim tartisma-
larini ele almaktadir. Yahudilerin Masoretik met-
ninden farkliliklar iceren bu literatiiriin, bilhassa
en erken kaydi olarak bilinen Abisa Niishasi ve Olii
Deniz Yazmalarr'nda elde edilen verilerle gecmise
dair degisim takibini yapmak kolaylasmis gériin-
mektedir.

“Yahudi Geleneginde Aile: Tobit Kitabi Or-
negi” adli galisma Yahudi kanonunda yer almryor
olsa da diaspora Yahudiligindeki aile dinamiklerini
anlamada yardimcr kitaplardan biri olan Tobit'e
odakli bir arastirmadir. Bu anlamda Tobit kitab,
disapora doneminde yasayan bir Yahudi ailesi iize-
rinden dini ve kiiltiirel mirasin devamlilig1 ve akta-
riminin mahiyetini gézler 6niine sermektedir. Ya-
zar Kiibra Karakoz'iin degerlendirmelerine gore;
aile kavrami ildhi rehberlikle iliskilendirilerek dias-
pora kimligi igerisinde yeniden yapilandirilmaya
caligilmis ve bilhassa kitap icindeki karakterlerle
dini kimligin korunmasi noktasinda aile kurumu-
nun 6nemine dikkat ¢ekilmistir.

Son s6z mahiyetinde, dergimize zihin, zaman
ve kalem mahsulii emeklerini gonderen yazarlari-
miza; akademik yogunluklar1 arasinda ¢aligmalar1
titizlikle degerlendiren kiymetli hakemlerimize ve
dergi siirecini itinayla ytiriiten degerli dergi ekibi-
mize ¢ok tesekkiir ederiz.

Bir sonraki sayida goriismek dilegiyle...

The study titled “An Assessment of Research on
the Origins of the Samaritan Pentateuch”, authored
by Fatma Gergekcioglu, examines the debates surro-
unding the origins and alterations of the Torah recog-
nized as authoritative by the Samaritans, who consi-
der themselves the true and pure descendants of the
Israelites. This literature, which diverges from the
Masoretic text of the Jews, gains particular impor-
tance due to the Abisha Scroll—known as its earliest
record—and the findings from the Dead Sea Scrolls,
which facilitate tracing changes over time.

The study titled “Family in Jewish Tradition: The
Case of the Book of Tobit” focuses on the Book of To-
bit, which, although not included in the Jewish canon,
serves as a valuable resource for understanding family
dynamics within Diaspora Judaism. Through the nar-
rative of a Jewish family living during the diaspora pe-
riod, the Book of Tobit illustrates the nature of religi-
ous and cultural heritage's preservation and transmis-
sion. According to Kiibra Karakoz’s evaluations, the
concept of family is portrayed as being intertwined
with divine guidance, thereby reconstructed within
the framework of diaspora identity. The study emp-
hasizes the critical role of the family institution in pre-
serving religious identity, particularly as reflected
through the characters in the book.

In conclusion, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to
our authors, who have contributed the fruits of their
intellect, time, and pen to our journal; to our estee-
med reviewers, who have meticulously evaluated the
submissions amidst their academic responsibilities;
and to our dedicated editorial team, who have dili-
gently managed the journal's publication process.

We look forward to seeing you in the upcoming
issue...
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