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Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies presents seven research articles and
three book reviews in its twelfth volume. This issue includes analyses of some
critical issues of the Middle East, including the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Iragq,
Tiirkiye, and the Suez Crisis.

The first article of this issue is “Funding in the Shadow of Conflict: AIPAC’s Financial
Influence on US Congress Post-2023 Israel-Hamas War” written by Omer Naim
Kiigiik. This article investigates the strategic deployment of the AIPAC's financial
contributions to US Congress members in the aftermath of the 2023 Israel-Hamas
war, revealing a clear correlation between legislative support for pro-Israel policies
and increased funding. It further demonstrates that AIPAC prioritises donations to
politically vulnerable candidates, thereby leveraging financial incentives to
consolidate pro-Israel influence within the US foreign policy. The second article is
“Electoral Dynamics in Post-2003 Iraq: Systemic Reforms, Security Challenges, and
External Influence”. Fatih Oguzhan ipek analyses Iraq’s post-2003 electoral
dynamics through the lens of systemic reforms, security challenges, and external
interventions, revealing how these interrelated factors have undermined
democratic consolidation. Utilising process tracing across three electoral phases,
the study identifies seven persistent patterns that have impeded electoral integrity
and governance, perpetuating instability and public distrust.

The following article of this issue, “The Impacts of the Practices of the Israeli
Occupation Forces (IOF) on the Palestinian Children”, is written by Haneen
Qaraawee & Ismael Abujarad. This article examines the repressive practices
employed by the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) against Palestinian children and
the resulting psychological impact, highlighting both direct violence and indirect
intimidation tactics. Despite widespread mental health consequences—including
anxiety, fear, and trauma—the study concludes that these methods have failed to
demoralise Palestinian children or diminish their commitment to the legacy of
resistance. The fourth article of this issue is written by Fatih Timli and titled
“Israel's Use of Force and Military Operations in Gaza”. This article critically
analyses Israel’s military operations in Gaza through a comparative content
analysis of five major campaigns, focusing on the tactics and strategies employed.
The study concludes that [srael’s continued use of force, despite its limited strategic
success, perpetuates the cycle of violence and undermines prospects for lasting
peace in the region.

The fifth article of this issue is “Media Representation Of “Diyarbakir Mothers”: A
Cross-Newspaper Comparison and Analysis” written by Halime Koékce. The article
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assesses the media representation of the Diyarbakir Mothers by comparing four
newspapers' discourse, language, and headline choices to reveal their respective
political orientations and narrative strategies. Through discourse analysis, the
study demonstrates how media framing significantly shapes public perception of
social issues, highlighting the media’s decisive role in constructing divergent
societal narratives. Ahmet Karafil discusses the Suez Crisis in his article “A Rift in
the Atlantic Alliance: Suez Crises”. This paper examines the 1956 Suez Crisis as a
pivotal moment that exposed deep strategic fractures within the Atlantic alliance,
particularly among the US, Britain, and France, challenging the cohesion and trust
underpinning Cold War-era partnerships. By situating the crisis within a
theoretical framework of intra-alliance conflict, the study highlights how the
nationalisation of the Suez Canal reshaped transatlantic relations and underscored
the canal’s enduring geopolitical significance.

The last research article of this issue is “The Reconstruction of The Political Sphere
After September 12: Voter Trends in the Diyarbakir Electoral District in the 1983
General Elections”. Meyrem Akdag investigates voters’ behaviour and the dynamics
of political representation in Diyarbakir during the 1983 general elections, the first
held following Tiirkiye’s 1980 military coup, a pivotal moment in the country’s
democratic trajectory. Drawing on official electoral data and geographic
information systems, the study provides a nuanced analysis of electoral trends and
representational patterns in a region of strategic political significance, contributing
to broader debates on democratic participation and parliamentary legitimacy in
post-coup Tiirkiye.

This issue has three book reviews. The first review is written by Nada Shakir, who
reviewed the book “Science Journalism in the Arab World: The Quest for ‘Ilm’ and
Truth”. The second review is “Nusayrilik Tesekkiil Siireci ve Ogretileri” which is
written by Ahmet Hakan Yilmaz. The last review is “The Middle East Crisis Factory:
Tyranny, Resilience and Resistance” by Ayse Nur Kiiliink.

We hope you enjoy reading this issue.

Associate Professor Dr i. Ayta¢ KADIOGLU
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Tiirkiye Ortadogu Calismalari Dergisi on ikinci cildinde yedi arastirma makalesi ve
lic kitap incelemesine yer vermektedir. Bu sayida, Israil-Filistin ¢atismasi, Irak,
Tirkiye ve Siiveys Krizi gibi Ortadogu’nun bazi kritik meselelerine dair analizler
sunulmaktadir.

Bu saymin ilk makalesi, Omer Naim Kiiciik tarafindan kaleme alinan “Catismanin
Golgesinde Finansman: AIPAC'In 2023 Israil-Hamas Savasi Sonrasinda ABD
Kongresi Uzerindeki Mali Etkisi” baghgin1 tasimaktadir. Bu makale, 2023 Israil-
Hamas savasi sonrasinda AIPAC’1n ABD Kongre iiyelerine yaptig1 mali yardimlarin
stratejik dagihimini incelemekte ve Israil yanlisi politikalara yasama destegi veren
tiyelerin daha fazla bagis aldigini ortaya koymaktadir. Ayrica, AIPAC'1n siyasi olarak
kirilgan konumda bulunan adaylara oncelik verdigini gostererek, mali tesvikler
yoluyla ABD dis politikasinda Israil yanhsi etkiyi pekistirdigi sonucuna
ulagilmaktadir. ikinci makale, “2003 Sonrasi Irak'ta Secim Dinamikleri: Sistemsel
Islahatlar, Gilivenlik Zorluklar: ve Dis Niifuz” bashgini tasimaktadir. Fatih Oguzhan
Ipek, Irak’in 2003 sonrasi secim dinamiklerini sistemsel reformlar, giivenlik
sorunlart ve dis midahaleler cercevesinde analiz ederek, bu birbiriyle iliskili
unsurlarin demokratik biitiinlesmeyi nasil zayiflattigin1 ortaya koymaktadir. Uc¢
secim asamasinl kapsayan siirec¢ izleme yontemiyle yiiriitiillen ¢alismada, secim
biitliinliglinli ve yonetisimi engelleyen, istikrarsizligi ve halkin gilivensizligini
pekistiren yedi kalic1 6riintt tespit edilmistir.

Bu sayinin sonraki makalesi ise, Haneen Qaraawee ve Ismael Abujarad tarafindan
kaleme alinan “Israil Isgal Kuvvetlerinin (IOF) Filistinli Cocuklar Uzerindeki
Uygulamalarinin Etkileri” bashgini tasimaktadir. Bu makale, [OF'nin Filistinli
cocuklara yonelik baskici uygulamalarini ve bunlarin yol a¢tig1 psikolojik etkileri
incelemekte; dogrudan siddet ve dolayl sindirme taktiklerine dikkat cekmektedir.
Yaygin ruhsal saglik sorunlarina — kaygi, korku ve travma dahil — ragmen, ¢alisma
bu yontemlerin Filistinli ¢ocuklar1 demoralize etmeye veya direnis mirasina olan
baglhiliklarin1 zayiflatmaya yetmedigi sonucuna ulasmaktadir. Sayinin dérdiinci
makalesi, Fatih Tiimlii tarafindan yazilan “Israil’'in Gazze’de Gii¢ Kullanimi ve Icra
Ettigi Askeri Operasyonlar” bashigini tasimaktadir. Bu makale, israil'in Gazze'de
gerceklestirdigi bes biiytik askeri operasyonu karsilastirmali igerik analizi yoluyla
incelemekte ve uygulanan taktik ve stratejilere odaklanmaktadir. Calisma, Israil’in
sinirll  stratejik basarisina ragmen gii¢ kullanimini silirdiirmesinin siddet
dongiisiini pekistirdigini ve bolgede kalict baris umutlarini zayiflattigini ortaya
koymaktadir.

arg

Bu saymnin besinci makalesi, Halime Kokce tarafindan yazilan “*“Diyarbakir

Anneleri'nin Medyadaki Temsilleri: Gazeteler Arasi Karsilastirma ve Analiz”
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bashigini tasimaktadir. Makale, dort gazetenin soylem, dil ve manset tercihlerini
karsilastirarak bu yayin organlarinin siyasi yonelimlerini ve anlat1 stratejilerini
analiz etmektedir. Soylem ¢oziimlemesi yoluyla yiiriitilen ¢alisma, medyanin
toplumsal algiy1 sekillendirmedeki belirleyici roliinii ve sosyal meselelere dair
ayrisan anlatilarin insasindaki etkisini ortaya koymaktadir. Ahmet Karafil,
“Atlantik Ittifaki'nda Catlak: Siiveys Krizi” baghkli makalesinde Siiveys Krizi'ni ele
almaktadir. Bu makale, 1956 Siiveys Krizi'ni, basta ABD, Britanya ve Fransa
arasinda olmak tzere, Atlantik ittifaki icerisinde derin stratejik ayriliklar1 giin
yuziine ¢ikaran kritik bir donemeg olarak degerlendirmektedir. Krizi ittifak ici
catismalar lizerine kurulu teorik bir cergevede ele alan ¢alisma, Siiveys Kanali'nin
kamulastirilmasinin transatlantik iliskileri nasil yeniden sekillendirdigini ve
kanalin kiiresel jeopolitik 6nemini vurgulamaktadir.

Bu sayinin son arastirma makalesi, Meyrem Akdag tarafindan kaleme alinan “12
Eyliil Sonras: Siyasal Alanin Yeniden Insasi: 1983 Genel Secimlerinde Diyarbakir
Secim Cevresinde Se¢men Egilimi” bashigini tasimaktadir. Meyrem Akdag, 1980
askeri darbesi sonrasinda diizenlenen ilk secim olan 1983 genel secimlerinde
Diyarbakir'daki se¢men davranislarini  ve siyasal temsil dinamiklerini
incelemektedir. Yiiksek Se¢cim Kurulu verileri ve cografi bilgi sistemleri kullanilarak
yapilan analiz, stratejik dneme sahip bu bolgedeki secim egilimlerini ve temsil
kaliplarin1 detaylandirarak Tiirkiye’de darbe sonrasi demokratik katilim ve
parlamenter mesruiyet tartismalarina katki sunmaktadir.

Bu sayida ayrica ii¢ Kitap incelemesi yer almaktadir. ilk inceleme, Nada Shakir
tarafindan kaleme alinan “Science Journalism in the Arab World: The Quest for ‘Ilm’
and Truth” adli kitaba ayrilmustir. ikinci inceleme, Ahmet Hakan Yilmaz'in yazdig
“Nusayrilik Tesekkiil Siireci ve Ogretileri” adl eser lizerinedir. Son kitap incelemesi
ise Ayse Nur Kiiliink tarafindan degerlendirilmis olan “The Middle East Crisis
Factory: Tyranny, Resilience and Resistance” adli kitaba iliskindir.

Keyifli okumalar dileriz.

Dog. Dr. i. Ayta¢c KADIOGLU
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