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Editorlerden

Saygideger bilim insanlari, degerli arastirmacilar ve kiymetli okurlar;

2023 yilindan itibaren yilda iki say1 (Haziran—Aralik) olmak tizere diizenli ve kesintisiz bir
yayin politikastyla akademik yayin hayatini siirdiiren SUREK  Alevilik-Bektasilik ve Kiiltiir
Arastirmalari Dergisi, kisa stirede Alevilik-Bektasilik ve kiltiir calismalart alaninda dikkat ¢eken bir
konuma ulasmis; ulusal ve uluslararast alan indekslerinde taranmaya baslanarak akademik
gorunurligini giderek artirmistir. Hentiz besinci sayistyla yayincilik faaliyetini strdirmesine
ragmen dergimize goOsterilen yogun ilgi, dogru bir yayin cizgisi benimsedigimizi géstermesi
bakimindan bizleri son derece memnun etmektedir.

Dergimizin bugiine kadar ulastigt bu noktada, katki sunan yazarlarimiza, bilimsel
degerlendirme siirecini titizlikle yurtten hakemlerimize ve yayinlarimizi takip eden degerli
okurlarimiza igten tesekkiirlerimizi sunariz. Sizlerin destegiyle oniimiizdeki sayilarda daha giigld,
nitelikli ve kapsamli calismalarla akademik yolculugumuzu sirdirmeyi hedeflemekteyiz. Bu
dogrultuda dergimizin hem ulusal hem de uluslararast akademik alandaki bilinirligini artirmak ve
alan yazinina daha etkin katkilar sunabilmek amactyla editéryal ve bilimsel calismalarimizi biytk bir
6zenle devam ettirmekteyiz. Dergimizin uluslararast indekslerde daha genis bir yer edinmesi ve
akademik niteliginin surekli olarak gelistirilmesi igin her tirld goris, oneri ve elestiriye acgik
oldugumuzu 6zellikle belirtmek isteriz.

SUREK Alevilik-Bektasilik ve Kiiltiir Arastirmalart Dergisi, 6nceki sayilarinda oldugu gibi
besinci sayisinda da Alevilik-Bektasilik ve kiltiir arastirmalart alaninda bilim dinyasina ve literattire

katki sunmayr amagclayan 6zgin ve nitelikli calismalara yer vermektedir. Bu sayr kapsaminda,
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alaninda yetkin arastirmacilar tarafindan kaleme alinmis altt arastirma makalesi ile literattr
degerlendirmeye yonelik iki kitap kritigi okuyucularla bulusturulmustur.

Dergimizin bu sayisinin ilk makalesi Prof. Dr. Mehmet Ersal tarafindan kaleme alinan
“Ocaklar:  Aleviligin - Temel Kaynaklarmdan Biri Olarak Garmek Neyi  Degistirir?” adli makale
olusturmaktadir. Ersal bu makalesinde, Alevi inang sistemini anlamada “ocak” kavraminin merkezi
onemine dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Alevilik tizerine yapilan erken dénem calismalarin ¢ogunun metin
merkezli oldugu, bu nedenle inang sisteminin temel kurucu ve yasatict unsuru olan Alevi ocaklarini
yeterince dikkate almadigt vurgulanmaktadir. Farkli disiplinlerin Aleviligi kendi yontemleriyle ele
almasi literatiire katki saglamis olsa da bir¢ok temel sorunun cevapsiz kalmasina yol agmustir.
Calisma, Alevi inang sisteminin saglikli bi¢cimde anlasilabilmesi i¢in ocaklarin merkeze alinmast
gerektigini savunmakta; ocak ile ritiiel, repertuar, etnisite, hiyerarsi, sozIi tarih ve go¢ arasindaki
iliskilerin yeniden analiz edilmesinin arastirmactya saglayacagt katkilari saha verileri ve literattr
degerlendirmeleriyle ortaya koymayt amaglamaktadir.

Dr. Ogrencisi Arife Asli Demitci ve Dog. Dr. Niliifer Oztiirk Ayka¢’in kaleme aldigt “Bir
Yasam Bicimi Olarak Yirikliik (Karaman Ornegi)” bashkli makale, bu sayisinin ikinci arastirma
makalesidir. Calisma, Karaman’da yasayan yerlesik Yoriklerin konargéger yasam deneyimlerini
etnisite ve kiltir baglaminda incelemektedir. Sarikecili, Boynuinceli ve Karamanl Yoriiklerden
olusan yedi katilimciyla yapilan derinlemesine gorusmeler ve katilimli gézlemler yoluyla elde edilen
veriler analiz edilmistir. Calismanin kuramsal cercevesi, Barth, Eriksen, Fenton ve Bauman’in
etnisite ve kiltiir yaklasimlarina dayanmaktadir. Yoriklerin tarihsel kékenleri, Osmanlt ve Selcuklu
donemlerindeki rolleri ile iskan politikalart ele alinmis; Karaman’daki Yoriiklerin kultiirel pratikleri,
gecis ritielleri, iretim ve ekonomi iliskileri, toplumsal cinsiyet rolleri, evlilik 6rgiitlenmeleri ve
kimlik algilari degerlendirilmistir. Arastirma, Yo6rtuk kilturintn gintimuzde etnisiteyi sekillendiren
dinamik bir yapi sergiledigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Dr. Ogrencisi Gizem Sena Keskin ve Dog. Dr. Eda Giines tarafindan kaleme alinan bu
sayisinin U¢tnct makalesi olan “Lokmadan Mubabbet Sofrasina: Alevi-Bektasi Mutfak Kiiltiiriiniin Ritiiel
ve Kimlik Baglamunda Incelenmesi” adli calisma, Eskisehir’de yasayan Alevi bireylerin mutfak kiiltiiriini
inang, ritiel, gelenek ve toplumsal yasam baglaminda incelemektedir. Yari yapilandirilmis
gorusmelerle elde edilen bulgular, Alevi mutfak kiltirintn yalnizca beslenmeye yonelik bir pratik
olmadiginy; dini ritielleri, manevi degerleri ve kolektif kimligi yansitan 6nemli bir kiltirel alan
oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Lokma gelenegi, cem erkanlari, Hizir ve Muharrem oruglari, asure
ve kurban paylasgimi gibi uygulamalar, inancin mutfak pratiklerine dogrudan yansimasint

gOstermektedir. Ayrica sofra adabi, toplu yemek yeme, sade ve helal gidaya verilen 6nem, bu
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kiltirin dinl ve toplumsal yonlerini belirleyen temel unsurlar arasindadir. Sonug olarak Alevi
mutfak kiltard, korunmast gereken bir kiltirel miras olmasinin yant sira toplumsal dayanismayi
gliclendiren bir ara¢ niteligi tasimaktadur.

Dr. Hidir Temel tarafindan kaleme alinan bu sayisinin dérdiinct makalesi olan “A/ew?
Erkédninda Sab Lsmail (Hubyar Ocagr Ormegi)” adli galismada, Sah Ismail’in, 16. yiizyilda devlet adamu,
tarikat seyhi ve sair kimliklerini bir arada tastyan; Aleviligin edebi ve diigtinsel boyutunu zirveye
ulastiran ¢ok yonld bir sahsiyet oldugu séylenmistir. Azerbaycan’da olumlu bi¢imde anilmasina
karsin, Osmanlt ve Iran resmi tarih yaziminda ideolojik ve mezhepsel nedenlerle hak ettigi yeri
bulamamis; giiniimiiz Tiirkiye ve Iran tarihgiligi de bu yaklasimi biyiik élgiide siirdiirmiistiir. Sah
Ismail’in mirast hem resmi tarih anlayslarinda hem de Alevi topluluklar icinde cogu zaman tarihsel
baglamindan koparilarak kullanilmaktadir. Buna ragmen Sah Ismail, Alevi erkanlarinda vazgecilmez
bir yere sahip olup Anadolu, Balkanlar ve diger cografyalardaki Alevi topluluklar tarafindan
yizyillardir yasatilmaktadir. Calisma, Sah Ismail’in Alevi erkanlarindaki konumunu Hubyar Ocagt
ornegi Uzerinden, fenomenolojik bir yaklasimla ele almay1 amaglamaktadur.

Dr. Emel Simsek tarafindan kaleme alinan bu saymin besinci makalesi olan ‘“Kadim
Folklorunun Insas: Cercevesinde Bir Alevi Kadin Ceminin [Baciar Cemi] Incelenmesi” adlt calisma, kadin
folkloru alanindaki arastirmalarin Turkiye’de giderek arttigini ve kadinlarin folklor ¢alismalarinda
birincil kaynak kisi olarak ele alinmasinin 6nemini vurgulamaktadir. Alevi kadinlarina 6zgii bir cem
versiyonu olan ve “bactlar cemi” olarak adlandirilan cem, kadin folkloru baglaminda incelenmistir.
Adana’nin Tufanbeyli ilgesine baglt Evci Koyi'nde halen gergeklestirilen bu cem, ge¢miste dul
kadinlar arasinda yapilirken gtiniimiizde yol ehli Alevi kadinlar tarafindan strdirilmektedir. Bacilar
ceminde haberlesme, cem baslangici, dolu paylagimi, deyis ¢agirma, semah, lokma hizmeti ve
cemden dagilma gibi asamalar yer almaktadir. Bu strecte kadinlar planlayici, hizmet edici, ritielleri
icra edici ve kilttrel aktarimi saglayict roller Gistlenmektedir. Peyik, murebbi, giivender, pervane,
sakkaci, semsi ve lokmaci gibi hizmetlerin kadinlar tarafindan yurttilmesi, Alevi kadinlarinin cem
pratigindeki etkin konumunu géstermektedir. Sonug olarak bacilar cemi, Alevi kadinlarinin gigla
bir cem bilincine sahip oldugunu ve Alevi sézlu kiiltirinin énemli tastyicilart oldugunu ortaya
koymaktadir.

Dr. Ogrencisi Burak Karabulut tarafindan yazilan “Kiiltiir Felsefesi Perspektifinden Abmed Y esevi
Diisiincesinde Evrensel-Milli Sentezi” adli ¢alisma, Herder ve Dilthey’in gorisleri ¢ercevesinde, milli
kimligin evrensel degerlere ulasmada bir engel degil, bir ara¢ oldugunu Hoca Ahmed Yesevi 6rnegi

iizerinden ortaya koymaktadir. Yesevi’nin, Islam’in evrensel mesajint Tiirkceyi, yerel kiiltiirel

Xi



Iigar BAHARLU & Erdem AKIN & Mihriban ARTAN OK

unsutlart ve “Alperen” ideali gibi sembolleri kullanarak yaydigt gosterilmektedir. Sonug¢ olarak,
evrensel degerlerin milli bir form araciligtyla anlam kazanabilecegi ve Yesevi'nin bu yontyle sadece
bir mutasavvif degil, evrensele milli kokler tizerinden ulasilabilecegini kanitlayan bir kiiltiir filozofu
oldugu vurgulanmaktadir.

Alevilik-Bektasilik gibi belirli ve tematik bir alanda iretilen akademik c¢alismalarin
tanitidmast, bu ¢alismalarin kapsami ve igerigi hakkinda bilim diinyasinin bilgilendirilmesi, ayrica
eserlerin guclii ve gelistirilmesi gereken yonlerinin nesnel bir bigcimde ortaya konulmasi, alanin
sagliklt bicimde gelisimi agisindan biiyiik 6nem tasimaktadir. Kitap ve benzeri akademik yayinlarin
elestirel bir bakisla degerlendirilmesi, hem arastirmacilar arasinda bilimsel etkilesimi artirmakta hem
de ilgili calismalarin daha genis bir dolasima girmesine katki sunmaktadir.

Bu anlayts dogrultusunda dergimizin ilgili sayisinda, Alevilik-Bektasilik alaninda kaleme
alinmis iki 6nemli eserin kitap kritifine yer verilmistir. S6z konusu kritikler, yalnizca eserlerin
tanittmint yapmakla sinirh kalmayip; yontem, igerik, kuramsal yaklasim ve literatiire katki diizeyleri
acisindan kapsamli bir degerlendirme sunmay: amaclamaktadir. Béylece okuyucularin, incelenen
calismalar hakkinda bitiincil bir perspektif edinmeleri ve alan yazinindaki giincel tartismalar1 daha
yakindan takip edebilmeleri hedeflenmistir. Bu baglamda dergimizin bu sayisinda tanitimz1 yapilan 2
kitap kritigi, akademik uretimin degerlendirilmesi ve dolasiminin artiridlmast yontndeki yayin
politikamizin 6nemli bir parcasini teskil etmektedir.

Ars. Gor. Ismail Sefa Bitirmis tarafindan kaleme alnan ilk kitap kritigi Cengiz
Giindogdwnun eseri olan “Hacr bektag-1 Veli-Ogretisi ve Takipgileri Hakkinda Metodik Yeni Bir
Yaklasin” adli galismadir. Eserde, tarihi, menkibevi ve giincel kaynaklar karsilastirmali ve biitinctl
bir yaklasimla kullanilarak Hact Bektas Veli ve Bektasilik farklt bir perspektiften incelenmistir. Hact
Bektas Veli'nin dusince sistemi “Haez Bektas paradigmas:” olarak tanimlanmis ve bu paradigma
Thomas S. Kuhn’un paradigmatik degisim modeli ¢ercevesinde analiz edilmistir. Sevgi, hosgori ve
toplumsal baris temelli kamil insan ve ideal toplum anlayisina vurgu yapan eser, Bektasilik
aragtirmalarina metodolojik katk: sunan 6nemli bir basvuru kaynagt niteligindedir.

Melisa Oztiirk’in kritigini yaptig1 ve dergimizin bu sayisindaki ikinci kitap kritigi ise Fulya
Soylu Baggceci ve Mine Senol Atict eseri olan “Kentlesen Alevilik Degisen Cem Ritiielleri ve Miizik” adlt
calisma olusturmaktadir. Fulya Soylu Baggeci ve Mine Senol Atic’'nin Kentlesen Alevilik: Degisen
Cem Rittelleri ve Muzik adlt eseri, kentlesme ve modernlesmenin Alevi inanct ve muzik gelenegi
tzerindeki etkilerini Mersin Cemevi Ornegi uzerinden ele almaktadir. Etnografik ve nitel
yontemlerle yapilan ¢alisma, cem ritiielleri ve miizigin kent ortaminda ibadet merkezli yapisindan

uzaklasip kiltiirel ve toplumsal bitliktelik islevi kazandigini ortaya koymaktadir. Eserde Aleviligin
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tarihsel streci, inang—muzik iliskisi, deyisler, zakirlik, semah ve toplumsal cinsiyet gibi unsurlarin
kentlesmeyle birlikte gecirdigi doniisim analiz edilmektedir.

Editorliigini tistlendigimiz SUREK Alevilik — Bektasilik ve Kiiltiir Arastirmalari Dergisi,
Haci Bektas Veli Arastirma ve Uygulama Enstitisi’nin kurumsal destegi ve farkli disiplinlerden
bir¢cok arastirmacinin degerli katkilariyla, yayin hayatinin tigtinct yilinda besinci sayisiyla siz degerli
okuyucularla bulusmanin mutlulugunu yasamaktadir. Kisa siirede akademik alanda kendine 6zgti
bir yer edinen dergimiz, Alevilik-Bektasilik ve kiltiir arastirmalar alaninda nitelikli, 6zgiin ve
tematik calismalari bir araya getirmeyi temel yayin politikasi olarak siirdiirmektedir.

Bu sayinin hazirlanmasinda emegi gecen alan editorlerimize; 6zglin arastirmalarint bizlerle
paylasarak dergimizin bilimsel niteligine katki sunan degerli yazarlarimiza; titiz degerlendirmeleriyle
akademik hakemlik siirecini yiiriiten kiymetli hakemlerimize ve yayinlarimizi ilgiyle takip eden siz
degerli okuyucularimiza icten tesekkirlerimizi sunariz. Bunun yani sira derginin akademik ve dilsel
niteliginin yiikseltilmesinde énemli katkilar saglayan Tiirkce dil editériimiiz Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Deva
Ozder ve Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Halil Karabulut’a; editoryal siirecte biiyiik bir 6zveriyle gérev alan alan
editorlerimiz Prof. Dr. Metin Ziya Kose, Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Ebru Kilig, Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Mehmet Yustif
Celik ve Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Tugba Bayrakdarlara; editér yardimeilarimiz Ars. Gor. Gillii Istk ve Ars.
Gor. Mehmet Bozkurt’a; yayin kurulu tyelerimize; teknik destek ve sekreterya hizmetlerini yurtten
doktora 6grencisi Ceylan Erzincan’a ve son okuma streglerinde katki sunan yitksek lisans 6grencisi
Aliaga Iscitiirk’e tesekkiir etmeyi bir borg biliriz.

Alevilik-Bektasilik alaninda disiplinlerarast yaklagimlarla dretilen 6zglin ve tematik
calismalarla, ontimiizdeki sayilarda da akademik camia ile yeniden bulusmay: temenni ediyor;

dergimizin bilimsel tiretime katkisinin artarak devam etmesini diliyoruz.
Bag Editor Dog. Dr. Ifgar BAHARLU
Editér Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Erdem AKIN
Editdr Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Mibriban ARTAN OK
31.12.2025 | Nevsehir

SUREK Alevilik — Bektasilik ve Kiiltiir Aragtirmalart Dergisi
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Editor’s Letter

Distinguished scholars, esteemed researchers, and valued readers;

SUREK Journal of Alevism-Bektashism and Cultural Studies, which has maintained a
regular and uninterrupted publication policy with two issues per year (June-December) since 2023,
has quickly reached a prominent position in the field of Alevism-Bektashism and culture studies; it
has begun to be indexed in national and international databases, steadily increasing its academic
visibility. Although it is only in its fifth issue, the intense interest shown in our journal is extremely
gratifying, as it demonstrates that we have adopted a sound publishing approach. We extend our
sincere thanks to our contributing authors, our reviewers who meticulously conduct the scientific
evaluation process, and our valued readers who follow our publications. With your support, we
aim to continue our academic journey with stronger, higher-quality, and more comprehensive
studies in future issues. In line with this, we are diligently continuing our editorial and scientific
work to increase the national and international academic recognition of our journal and to make
more effective contributions to the literature in the field. We would like to emphasize that we are
open to all kinds of opinions, suggestions, and criticisms in order to gain a wider place in
international indexes for our journal and to continuously improve its academic quality.

SUREK Journal of Alevism-Bektashism and Cultural Studies, as in its previous issues,
includes original and high-quality studies in its fifth issue that aim to contribute to the scientific
world and literature in the field of Alevism-Bektashism and culture studies. This issue includes six
research articles written by competent researchers in the field, as well as two book reviews

evaluating the literature.
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The first article in this issue of our journal is “What Changes in 1 iewing Ocaks as One of the
Fundamental Sources of Alevism?” written by Prof. Mehmet Ersal. In this article, Ersal draws attention
to the central importance of the concept of “Ocak” in understanding the Alevi belief system. He
emphasizes that most eatly studies on Alevism were text-centered, and therefore did not adequately
consider the Alevi ocaks, which are the fundamental founding and sustaining elements of the belief
system. Although different disciplines have contributed to the literature by addressing Alevism with
their own methods, this has led to many fundamental questions remaining unanswered. This study
argues that hearths should be at the center for a healthy understanding of the Alevi belief system;
it aims to reveal the contributions that a re-analysis of the relationships between hearths and ritual,
repertoire, ethnicity, hierarchy, oral history, and migration will provide to the researcher, through
field data and literature reviews.

PhD. Arife Asli Demirci and Assoc. Prof. Niliifer Oztiirk Aykac’s article, “Yirik Life as an
Way of Life (I'he Karaman Example),” is the second research article in this issue. The study examines
the nomadic lifestyle experiences of settled Yoriiks living in Karaman within the context of
ethnicity and culture. Data obtained through in-depth interviews and participatory observations
with seven participants from the Sarikecili, Boynuinceli, and Karaman Yoriik communities were
analyzed. The theoretical framework of the study is based on the approaches to ethnicity and
culture developed by Barth, Eriksen, Fenton, and Bauman. The historical origins of the Yo6riks,
their roles during the Ottoman and Seljuk periods, and settlement policies are discussed; the
cultural practices, transition rituals, production and economic relations, gender roles, marriage
organizations, and identity perceptions of the Yoriks in Karaman are evaluated. The research
reveals that Yorik culture exhibits a dynamic structure that shapes ethnicity today.

This third article in this issue, titled “From Lokma to the Table of Fellowship: An Examination of
Alevi-Bektasi Culinary Culture in the Context of Ritual and Identity” authored by PhD. Gizem Sena Keskin
and Assoc. Prof. Eda Giines, examines the culinary culture of Alevi individuals living in Eskisehir
within the context of faith, ritual, tradition, and social life. Findings obtained through semi-
structured interviews reveal that Alevi culinary culture is not merely a practice focused on nutrition;
it is a significant cultural space reflecting religious rituals, spiritual values, and collective identity.
Practices such as the lokma tradition, cem ceremonies, Hizir and Muharrem fasts, asure (a type of
sweet pudding), and the sharing of sacrificial offerings demonstrate the direct reflection of faith in
culinary practices. Furthermore, table etiquette, communal eating, and the importance given to

simple and halal food are among the fundamental elements defining the religious and social aspects
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of this culture. In conclusion, Alevi culinary culture is not only a cultural heritage that needs to be
preserved but also a tool that strengthens social solidarity.

In this fourth article of this issue, titled “Shab ILsmail in Alevi Rites (The Hubyar Order
Example)”, authored by PhD. Hidir Temel, Shah Ismail is described as a multifaceted figure who,
in the 16th century, embodied the identities of statesman, Sufi sheikh, and poet, bringing the literary
and intellectual dimensions of Alevism to its peak. Despite being remembered positively in
Azerbaijan, he has not received the recognition he deserves in official Ottoman and Iranian
historiography due to ideological and sectarian reasons; and contemporary Turkish and Iranian
historiography has largely continued this approach. Shah Ismail’s legacy is often used out of
context, both in official historical narratives and within Alevi communities. Nevertheless, Shah
Ismail holds an indispensable place in Alevi rituals and has been preserved for centuries by Alevi
communities in Anatolia, the Balkans, and other regions. This study aims to examine Shah Ismail’s
position in Alevi rituals through a phenomenological approach, using the Hubyar Order as an
example.

The fifth article in this issue, titled “An Examination of an Alevi Women'’s Cem [Bacilar Cem]
within the Eramework of the Construction of Women’s Folklore” authored by PhD. Emel Simsek, highlights
the increasing research in women’s folklore in Turkey and emphasizes the importance of
considering women as primary sources in folklore studies. The cem, a version specific to Alevi
women and known as the “bacizlar cens” has been examined within the context of women’s folklore.
Currently performed in Evci Village, Tufanbeyli district of Adana, this cem was traditionally held
among widowed women but is now continued by Alevi women who are considered spiritual
leaders. The bacilar cem includes stages such as communication, the beginning of the ceremony,
sharing of food, singing of hymns, semah (ritual dance), serving of food, and dispersal. In this
process, women assume roles as planners, servants, performers of rituals, and providers of cultural
transmission. The fact that services such as messenger, tutor, caretaker, custodian, water carrier,
sunshade, and food provider are performed by women demonstrates the active position of Alevi
women in cem practices. Consequently, the “sisters cem” reveals that Alevi women possess a strong
sense of cem consciousness and are important carriers of Alevi oral culture.

The study “The Universal-National Synthesis in Abmed Yesevi's Thought from a Cultural Philosophy
Perspective”, written by PhD. Burak Karabulut, demonstrates, within the framework of Herder and
Dilthey's views, that national identity is not an obstacle but a means to achieving universal values,
using the example of Hoca Ahmed Yesevi. It shows that Yesevi spread the universal message of

Islam using the Turkish language, local cultural elements, and symbols such as the “A/peren” ideal.
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In conclusion, it is emphasized that universal values can gain meaning through a national form,
and that Yesevi, in this respect, was not only a mystic but also a cultural philosopher who proved
that universality can be reached through national roots.

Introducing academic studies produced in a specific and thematic field such as Alevism-
Bektashism, informing the scientific community about the scope and content of these studies, and
objectively presenting the strengths and areas for improvement of these works are of great
importance for the healthy development of the field. Critically evaluating books and similar
academic publications both increases scientific interaction among researchers and contributes to
the wider dissemination of relevant studies. In line with this understanding, this issue of our journal
features book reviews of two important works written in the field of Alevism-Bektashism. These
reviews aim not only to introduce the works but also to provide a comprehensive evaluation in
terms of methodology, content, theoretical approach, and contribution to the literature. Thus, the
goal is for readers to gain a holistic perspective on the studies examined and to follow current
discussions in the field more closely. In this context, the two book reviews introduced in this issue
of our journal constitute an important part of our publication policy aimed at evaluating and
increasing the dissemination of academic production.

The first book review in this issue, written by Research Assistant Ismail Sefa Bitirmis, is
Cengiz Gundogdu’s work entitled “Haci Bektas 1 eli-A New Methodological Approach to His Teachings
and Followers.” In this work, historical, anecdotal, and contemporary sources are used in a
comparative and holistic manner to examine Haci Bektas Veli and Bektashism from a different
perspective. Haci Bektas Veli’s thought system is defined as the “Hawz Bektas paradigm”, and this
paradigm is analyzed within the framework of Thomas S. Kuhn’s paradigmatic shift model.
Emphasizing the concept of the perfect human being and the ideal society based on love, tolerance,
and social peace, the work is an important reference source that provides a methodological
contribution to Bektashism research.

The second book review in this issue of our journal, reviewed by Melisa Oztiirk, is the work
entitled “Urbanizing Alevism: Changing Cem Rituals and Music” by Fulya Soylu Baggeci and Mine Senol
Atict. Fulya Soylu Baggeci and Mine Senol Atict’s work, “Urbanized Alevism: Changing Cem Rituals
and Music,” examines the effects of urbanization and modernization on Alevi faith and musical
tradition through the example of the Mersin Cemevi (Alevi place of worship). Using ethnographic
and qualitative methods, the study reveals that cem rituals and music have moved away from their
worship-centered nature in the urban environment, acquiring a function of cultural and social unity.

The work analyzes the transformation of elements such as the historical process of Alevism, the
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relationship between faith and music, deyis (religious songs), zakirlik (religious chanting), semah
(ritual dance), and gender roles in the context of urbanization.

The SUREK Journal of Alevism-Bektashism and Culture Studies, which we edit, is pleased
to present its fifth issue in its third year of publication, thanks to the institutional support of the
Haci Bektas Veli Research and Application Institute and the valuable contributions of many
researchers from different disciplines. Having quickly established a unique place for itself in the
academic field, our journal continues to prioritize bringing together high-quality, original, and
thematic studies in the field of Alevism-Bektashism and culture research.

We extend our sincere thanks to our field editors who contributed to the preparation of
this issue; to our esteemed authors who shared their original research with us, contributing to the
scientific quality of our journal; to our valuable reviewers who conducted the academic peer-review
process with their meticulous evaluations; and to our valued readers who follow our publications
with interest. In addition, we express our gratitude to our Turkish language editors, PhD. Deva
Ozder and PhD. Halil Karabulut for their significant contributions to raising the academic and
linguistic quality of the journal; and to our field editors, Prof. Metin Ziya Kose, Asst. Prof. Ebru
Kilig, Asst. Prof. Mehmet Yusuf Celik and Asst. Prof. Tugba Bayrakdarlar to our assistant editors,
Research Assistants Gulli Isik and Mehmet Bozkurt; to our editorial board members; to doctoral
student Ceylan Erzincan, who provided technical support and secretarial services; and to master’s
student Aliaga Iscitiirk, who contributed to the final proofreading process.

We hope to reconnect with the academic community in future issues with original and
thematic studies produced through interdisciplinary approaches in the field of Alevism-Bektashism;

and we wish for the journal’s contribution to scientific production to continue to grow.

Editor in Chief Dog. Dr. [jgar BAHARLU
Editor Asst. Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Erders AKIN
Editor Asst. Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Mihriban ARTAN OK
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