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-ABSTRACT-

The Prophets’ Reading of the Cosmic Book
In the Light of the Risale-i Nur

Prof. Dr. Ziyad Khalil al-Daghamin

This work aims to reveal the ideal method, derived from the Risale i-Nur
(through the teachings of prophets or the course of prophecy), in dealing with
the Book of The Universe - using the methods of reading, understanding and
application. For this purpose, the research focuses on comprehending the
objective of such a reading and seeks the keys to reading the Book of Universe
through applying specific standards. These stem from the unique characteristic
of this nation which bears such a responsibility; proving to be the best
nation ever to be brought forth from humanity. Furthermore, the research
examines if the modern sciences can provide a comprehensive reading of the
universe and highlights the most important issues of reading the universe
according to Nursi. These comprise the issues of understanding the universe
from Nursi’s perspective, the aims of the creation of the universe, the relation
between the Quran and the universe, the impact of modern science on reading
the universe, the material readings of prophets and philosophers, and the basis
of reading the universe. From these different issues, a number of results are
provided.
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-ABSTRACT-

Bediuzzaman Nursi’s Principles of Educational Reform

Dr. Ahmad ‘Ali Sulayman

God Almighty provide Islamic nation throughout its history by a number of
loval reformers. They have devoted their lives to treat the problems and crises of
Islamic nation to achieve reforms (political, social, economic and educational)
for this nation, in order to promote the nation and achieve development.

One of those reformers who have been mentioned by history was Badeea
Elzaman Said Nursi (may Allah have mercy on him). He was described by Mr.
Adib Ibrahim al-Dabbagh worked on his letters and writings for decades; by
saying: "We are confronted a man with spirit of faith and heart full of dawn of
certainty. Also he has got the virtue of fluent tongue and beautiful ideas.

This research focuses on an extrapolation of the principles and foundations
of education reform ideas left by the remarkable ”Said Nursi“, through his bright
messages, which is considered mine of faith and reformist ideas, in various

fields.

Especially the fields of education, upbringing and discipline and education as
they are considered the incubators of values and ethics and behavior of good
manners via emphasizing several dimensions.

Including dimension of faith, education, moral, emotional, aesthetic, and
physical, the reform of teacher, and the elimination of illiteracy which was
considered the main reason of all kinds of bad manners, poverty and
underdevelopment. Also he mentioned the need to reform religious schools,
which must be changed radically and revolutionized. These schools couldn't
achieve their mission of preparing grad uates capable of facing their community
needs and challenges due to lack of civil sciences.

Meanwhile, Said Nursi suggested the introduction of religion classes to
regular schools. So that the lack of civics in religious schools; lead to students
intolerance, and the lack of religious classes in regular schools; lead to doubt
and fraud between students. He stressed that we need to follow the example of
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Japan, they took from Europe, but they have maintained their own traditions,
these traditions by which lasts the life of nations

The objective of this research is to profile Said Nursi and focus on his
biography, and the most prominent personality traits. Also identify the factors
and circumstances that influenced the thought of the Imam and his opinions,
thoughts and his production of scientific. In order to explore the most important
principles and foundations of his scientific offspring and how to get benefit of

them in the reform of the educational institutions in Islamic world .

In order to answer the research questions, and achieve its objectives, the
researcher used the historical method in the study of political, economic, social,
scientific, religious factors that influenced his thoughts. Also the approach of
survey and tracking was used to study some of his writes to analyze and explain
the pedagogical value and usefulness in education reform. Also deductive

approach was used to make up an integrated vision of pedagogical reform .

This research contains introduction, two sections and a conclusion. The first
part deals with Nursi's life and his role in reviving education movement
"historical background®. Second part includes the principles of pedagogical
reform in the thought Imam Nursi, and possible usability in reforms of
educational institutions in Islamic world.
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-ABSTRACT-

Action According to Positive Principles and Obstacles to Study in the
Risale-i Nur

Prof. Dr. ‘Aziz Muhammad ‘Idman

This scientific approach aims at providing a comprehensive perception of the
concept of positive action in The Risale i-Nur, by researching its terminology,
foundations and barriers.. Positive action is spiritual pleasure and eternal
happiness resting upon faith, sincerity, conviction, coexistence with others, and
humility. The term ”positive action®, from Nursi’s perspective, is based on a
number of principles and elements attributed to it such as honesty, the
foundation of work and its essence, and the service of Quran as a great
honorable duty.

The research also addresses the barriers to positive action such as enwy,
arrogance, laxity in religion, disagreement and discord, as well as other serious
problems resident in human communities.

Nursi, not only reviews the reality he experienced with all its sufferings and
aspirations; but he also presents a remedy for some of these chronic problems,
guided by his experience in da’wa (preaching) and reform - to offer a bright
model fit to resolve dilemmas of the contem porary world.
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-ABSTRACT-

Bediuzzaman’s Views on an Alternative Modernity

Hamid Samir

By exploring The Risale-i Nur, it becomes apparent that many topics address
issues of the West - such as Western modernity, Western Islamic dialogue, the
relation between the Islamic World and Western civility. The issues of the
adoption and borrowing from others (i.e. the West) based on their modern
approach to civil "progress“, in addition to other issues which come up in the
context of Islamic civil dialogue and Western modernity, are distributed (in brief
segments) extensively throughout the Risale-i Nur. The commentary delves into
such issues (previously tackled in a limited and general manner) with a high
degree of detail and comprehensibility.

In this paper, the author focuses on Nursi’s extensive approach in addressing
the Western issues, namely the modern Western model and its relation to the
[slamic world in terms of dialogue, exemplariness, and its construction.

As a result, adoption and borrowing from the other (the West) had to be
reviewed based on reform, which distinguishes between the benefit of aims and
effectiveness of methods. It also scrutinizes the reality of cultural and social
identity and the variables pertaining to changes of time and place. Even in the
case of borrowing from the West’s culture and civilization; only the technologies
perceived as useful as well as the modern sciences should be considered. This is
because while the West enjoys a civilization, the East still arguably boasts a
comprehensive and prospering Islamic civilization, historically surpassing that of
the West (since it stems from the Quran and remains directed by it).

Nonetheless, modernity and civility shall not be refused altogether as many
historians and scholars might think. On the contrary, it is simply a case of
avoiding the importation of modernity with all its philosophical and historical
baggage. Such an import of modernity ought to be refuted by sound thinkers,
who do not fall for the appealing traits and deceiving looks of modernity without
exploring its essence.

Nursi warns of the blind imitation of Western culture without reform or
discrimination, indicating that Western culture - which is often described as a
culture of mind, modernity and technology - is not absolute good. Nor is it the
ideal model for others to follow as an example without thorough examination,
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for it stands as a deficient and unjust civilization, a model which requires
criticism, reform, review and adjustment. This must be done in order to present
a model supported by morals and as an example to be followed. Western
civilization ignores human beings, without whom no modernity nor civilization
can be built. On the other hand, it focuses on the mind, whereas a mind with no
ties to religion is the reason behind corruption of civilization, leading humanity
to insolence, aberrance and misery.
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-ABSTRACT-

The Culture of Environment in Islamic Thought Through the School of
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi

Dr. Habiba Abu Zayd

Environment is one of the intellectual dilemmas stirring the interest of
countries all over the world. This interest grows on a daily basis, due to the
alarming increase in environmental destruction and disruption of vital elements
on earth at the hands of humans.

This grave situation led many to voice their concerns, in spoken or written
words, in order to address environmental safety and the necessity of preserving
it. There are also those who have been striving to spread an environmental
culture based on warning people about the severe negative consequences of
environmental destruction for human life. However, these efforts did not
achieve more than the passing of laws and the implementation of various
punishments. The methodology of addressing the environmental dilemmas
remained unable to fulfill its aim; humans did not tackle the core of this issue.
This being that the destruction of the environment is an outcome of humans’
attitude towards it, which eventually influences human thoughts and vision of
life.

This means that addressing environment and other dilemmas facing
humanity rely, in the first place, on the intellectual, moral, educational and
emotional elements of humans. This calls for exploring what has been written in
this matter in terms of the intellectual and moral aspects. Badiuzzaman Said
Nursi, who is highly regarded as one of the most recognized names in modern
[slamic thought, is among those shaping (as part of his reform project) a
comprehensive environmental culture of intellectual and doctrinal, as well as
emotional, behavioral and moral dimensions.

Reading Nursi’'s commentary, entitled "The Risale i-Nur“, one can be
perceive it as both an intellectual and spiritual voyage, a rational wandering with
profound contemplation of the components of the universe and environment,
and even more, an emotional and rational understanding of nature’s beauty.
Nursi’s intellectual and emotional grasp of creatures serves as a strong
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educational method in underlining a great foundation in Islamic doctrine; i.e.
that every sign of artistry in this created world is a manifestation of the glory of
Allah the Creator and His Beauty.

Hence, Nursi partakes in a comprehensive intellectual vision of the
environment, which could be summarized as comprising three main
characteristics constituting the foundations of environmental culture in Islamic
thought as perceived, interpreted and applied by Nursi. This vision can
assertively argue for an environmental culture in Islamic thought, and
consquently, it is necessary that Muslims present it to the world as a beneficial
added value to address the pervasive environmental dilemmas.
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—ABSTRACT-

The position of Risale-i Nur collection on the approach of
philosophers, theologians and mystics regarding the research on the
prophethood issue

Dr. Asya Shakirab

Bediuzzaman Said Nursi Gave special attention to the research on
prophethood in his Risale-I Nur collection; he dealt with various issues and
subjects while referring to the holy Qur'an and the Hadith. His vision of the
prophethood concept was characterized by his depth of knowledge as he
investigates our need of prophethood in its many aspects.

From this overall perspective on this concept, Nursi criticized the physical
and mental philosophical approach in his research on prophethood with the
conviction that philosophy is perverted and is in contradiction with the innate
divine approach; it also lacks logic and reason when it ascend the mind above
all. As for the approach of theologians who rejected the prophethood of
Muhammad (may peace be upon him), believing that the Christ is a god that
came down to save mankind from sin by his crucifixion, Nursi criticized this
approach as an intellectual and as a thinker. Regarding the mystics approach on
the prophethood research, they assumed that the saint precedes the prophet;
Nursi has answered to this allegation through a scientific approach based on
arguments and proofs.
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—ABSTRACT-

Justice in the Light of either Qur’anic Wisdom or Philosophy of
Human Inspiration: A Study of Experiential Knowledge in the
Thought of the Sage Said Nursi

Dr. Idris Magbul

Nursi has always drawn on the fountain of the Quran’s wisdom as the only
source capable of providing believers with a comprehensive and genuine vision
- free of any impurities possibly imposed by the human mind or soul. Therefore,
the wisdom of the Quran became a distinctive component and a defining
standard which all his renewal plans would aim to conform with. Nursi
maintained distance from positivist philosophies and warned those who
subscribe to such philosophies of their considerable limitations. He stated that
those who make these philosophies a frame to their beliefs and interpretations -
no matter how close such philosophy might come to the truth of the Quran; it is
not free of assumptions and illusions due to its confinement to wording and the
lack of the balance maintained by the belief in the one and only Allah. From
Nursi’s perspective, the pillars and principles upon which positive philosophy
rests, are the core of humanity’s blunders. Blunders such as the absence of
justice and the spread of injustice as well as the lack of contentment in life. Nursi
states that these principles rely on power, similar to that of predatory animals,
while dismissing religious doctrines and morals. Thus, according to such
philosophy, power and will constitutes the highest virtue and is based on the
concept of benefit, whereas the mechanism of development lies in conflict and
growth through feeding on the other, and expanding at the expense of other
elements.
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