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Oz

Dil, siyasetin en onemli araclarindan biridir. Bu baglamda kisilerin
oldugu gibi, devletlerin de kendilerini siyaseten ifade etmelerinde
dilin o6nemi c¢ok yiiksektir. Devletlerin dis politikalarim
gerceklestirmek icin kullandiklar dil, 6zgiin niteliklere sahiptir ya da
en azindan oyle olmasi gerektigine inanilir. Bu nedenle de, devletin
dis politikada kullandigi dil bagkalariminkinden farklidir, degilse
bazen farklilastirilir ya da kelimelere farkli anlamlar yiiklenir. Dili ve
ozelde de kelimeleri kullanarak dis politika iiretmeye ve uygulamaya
calismak, rastlanilan bir durumdur. Ancak, bu durum, bazen cesitli
dis politika sorunlarina da neden olabilmektedir.

Tiirk dig politikasinda da benzer uygulamalar ve sorunlarin varligi,
zaman zaman sOz konusudur. Adlandirma, ad degistirme, farkh
adlandirma, olumsuz adlandirma, adim farkh telaffuz etme, adini
anmama, bu konuda taktiklere dérnektirler.

Bu calismada, esas olarak, Tiirk dis politikasinda yakin zamanda
gindemde yer almis iki tartisma konusu ele alinmistir. Bunlardan
birincisi Suriye Devlet Bagkani “Besir Esad”in soyadinin ne oldugu ya
da nasil telaffuz edilecegi konusunda Tiirkiye’de yasanan cok ciddi

1 prof. Dr., Karadeniz Teknik Universitesi, Uluslararasi iligkﬂer Bolumii
g.kocer@ktu.edu.tr
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tartismadir. Tiirkiye ile Suriye arasindaki iligkiler bozulmaya
basladiktan sonra, Recep Tayyip Erdogan basta olmak iizere bir
kesim, “Esad” yerine “Esed” kelimesini kullanmay1 tercih etmistir.
Ikincisi ise, terér orgiitii “ISID”in (Irak Sam Islam Devleti) adi
konusunda olmustur. Daha 6nce ISID adiyla amlan &rgiit, sonralar
Recep Tayyip Erdogan basta olmak iizere, biiyiik bir kesim tarafindan
DEAS, DAIS, DAES gibi adlarla ifade edilmeye baslanmistir. Bu
yaklasimin temel nedeni, terér orgiitiiniin adinda yer alan “Islam”
kelimesinin kullanilmak istenmemesi olmustur.

Konu hakkinda, iki saptama yapilabilir. Birinci olarak, Tiirkiye’de
yapilan tartismalar, Tiirkiye disinda yapilanlardan ve Tiirkiye'nin
disariyla yaptiklarindan daha fazladir. ikinci olarak ise, dile yapilan
miidahaleler, kelimelerle oynamalar, istenilen sonuclar1 vermemistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dil, Siyaset, Dis Politika, Tiirk Dis Politikasi,
Adlandirma

The Power of the Words:
Discourse in Turkish Foreign Policy

Abstract

Language is one of the essential tools in politics. In this context, as for
people, the importance of language is very high for states to express
themselves politically. The language that states use to carry out their
foreign policies has original qualities or at least is believed it should
have. For this reason, the language used by the state in its foreign
policy is different from the others. If it is not different, it is sometimes
differentiated, or new meanings are assigned to the words in line with
this purpose. It is a common practice that states produce and
implement foreign policy by utilising the language and especially
words. However, this can sometimes lead to various problems in
foreign policy.

Similar practices and problems exist in Turkish foreign policy as well.
Naming, changing the name, naming it differently, labelling it in a
negative manner, pronouncing the name differently, not-to-mention
the name are of the tactics in this regard.

In this study, two main topics on Turkish foreign policy are discussed.
The first is the debate in Turkey on the last name of Syrian President
"Bashar al-Assad" within the framework of what it is or how to
pronounce it. Once the relationship between Turkey and Syria began
to deteriorate, "Esed" instead of "Esad" has chosen to be used by
some politicians, particularly Recep Tayyip Erdogan. The second one
is the name of the terrorist organisation "I1SIS“(Islamic State of Iraq
and al-Sham). The terrorist organisation formerly known as ISIS
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started to be named "DEAS", "DAIS", "DAES" by a great number of
people, especially Recep Tayyip Erdogan. The main reason for this is
that the word of Islam takes place in the name of this terrorist
organisation.

Two inferences can be made on the subject. First, the language
debates that took place inside Turkey are more frequent than the
debates done between Turkey and its counterparts in the
international arena and made by the outside world without Turkey's
involvement. Secondly, the interventions in language and playing
with words did not give the desired results.

Keywords: Language, Politics, Foreign Policy, Turkish Foreign
Policy, Naming

Yazarlik hayatim bana sozciiklerden ¢ekinmeyi 6gretti.
En acik gibi goriinenleri ¢ogu zaman en kallegleridir.

Amin Maalouf, Olimcul Kimlikler

Giris

Toplumsal hayatin en 6nemli araclarindan biri dildir. Dil,
insanin tiim eylemlerine ses verir, bunu da karmasik ve incelikli
yollarla gerceklestirir. Uluslararas: iligkilerden 6zel iligkilere kadar
sosyal etkilesimin pek cok katmani dil aracihigiyla yiiriitiiliir, etkin
kilhimir ve giiclendirilir (Fischer, 2017). Dil, iletisimin temel unsuru
olarak, diisiincelerin aktarilmasini saglar. Bu nedenle, yoneten
yonetilen iliskisi, yani siyaset acisindan da bliylk 6neme sahiptir.

Dil, meram1 anlatan oldugu kadar, niyeti gizleyen de bir
aractir.! Hatta daha da ileri noktada, “bir toplum aym zamanda dil
aracihgwyla gercgekleri karartir, yalan soyler ve aldatir. Bunun
toplumun dyelerinin bireysel 6zgurlikleri acisindan son derece
korkunc sonuclart olur, bu yiizden demokratik iradelerini gosterme
haklarindan yoksun kalabilirler. Dilin boylesi kotii bir kullanim,
hastalikl bir toplumun belirtisidir.” (Fischer, 2017, s. 173).

Dilin bu ozellikleri ve islevleri siyaset acisindan da soz
konusudur. Gortisleri, diisiinceleri, elestirileri ifade etmek icin bir
ara¢ olan dili kullanmadan siyaset yapmak ve Kkitlelerle iletisim
kurmak mimkin degildir. Boyle olmakla birlikte, -dogas1 nedeniyle-
sosyal olgularin, efradini cami, agyarini mani ve dahasi herkesin
iizerinde mutabik kalacagi bir bicimde tanimlarim1 yapmak pek
miimkiin degildir. Bu zorluk, sosyal bilimlerde yasanan bircok
sorunun da nedenidir. Zira 6ziinde ve merkezinde insan olmasi
hasebiyle, sosyal olgularin algilanisi ve adlandirilisi biiyiik oranda
ozneldir. Bir olgunun nasil kabul edildigi, dogal olarak ona yonelik
tutumun da belirleyicisidir. Bu nedenle, yani sorunlar tam olarak
adlandirilamadig, dolayisiyla tanimlanamadig icin ¢oziimleri de ¢ok
kolay olmamaktadir.
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En onemli giincel uluslararasi sorunlarindan biri olan “teror”
kavrami, bu konuda carpici ve ¢ok bilinen bir ornektir. Zira terorle
miicadelede yetersiz kalinmasinin temel nedenlerinden biri,
tamimlanmas1 konusunda bile uluslararasi bir ortak anlayisin
yoklugudur. Zira neyin teror ve kimin “terorist” oldugu konusunda
uluslararasi bir mutabakat yoktur. Bir taraf icin “terdrist” olan, diger
taraf acisindan “gerilla”, “ozgiirliik savasgis1”, “direnis¢i”, “miicahit”
vs. olabilmektedir. Bu durum, elbette yalmzca bir kelime sorunu
degildir; taraflarin farkli kelimeleri tercih etmesi, algidan oOte bir
kabul meselesi ve bir siyasal tavirdir. Bu baglamda da denilebilir ki,
herhangi bir sorunun adini belirlemek basli basina bir siyasettir.

Sahip olunan beklenti, cikar, ideoloji, bir durumu
tanimlamada, kelimeleri tercih etmede ve adlandirmada oOnemli
belirleyici unsurlardir. Bu baglamda da, Tanmil Bora'nin (2018: 8-9)
ifade ettigi gibi, “aym kelime, bir siyasi bildiride farkh, iddianame
farkl, medya biilteninde farkh, giindelik kullamimda ayr bir tiirlii
bikdlebilir.” Dili kullanan da kelimelerini bu cercevede secer ve
gerekirse de, aka kara, egriye dogru diyebilir. S6ylemin dogru ya da
gercek olmasi da cogunlukla oOnemli degildir. Soylem sahibi,
genellikle, soyleminin, kendi beklentisi dogrultusunda etki
yaratacagina ve izledigi siyasete katki saglayacagina inanir.

Dil, Tiirkiye siyasetinde kendisine 6nemli islevler yiiklenilen
ve islevselligi yiiksek olarak goriilen bir aragtir. Bu baglamda, ulusal
diizeydeki siyasette oldugu kadar, Tiirkiye'nin dis politikasinda da
dilin bir arac¢ olarak kullanilmas1 ve alinacak sonuclar igin biiyiik
beklentiler icine girilmesi, hemen her donem goérulen bir durumdur.

Bu calisma, Tiirk dis politikasinda zaman zaman s6z konusu
olan adlandirmalardan dogan tartismalar1 incelemeyi
amaglamaktadir. Calismada, smirli bir cercevede, Tiirkiye'de,
kelimeleri bir dis politika araci olarak kullanmanin, nasil s6z konusu
oldugu ve ne kadar ise yaradig1 degerlendirilecektir.

1) Tarkiye'de Dil ve Siyaset

Butin Turk tarihi boyunca toplumsal/ulusal birligi saglayan
bir iglev goren dile, devlet yoneticileri, karar yapicilar ve siyasetciler
tarafindan da biiyiik 6nem verilmistir. Bu anlamda, Karamanogullar:
Beyligi hiikiimdar1 Karamanoglu Mehmet Bey, halk arasinda
konusulmasina karsin, devlet katinda itibar edilmeyen Tiirkceyi,
1277'de buyurdugu fermanla resmi devlet dili ilan etmistir. Benzer
sekilde, dil konusunda yiiksek duyarliligi olan Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk
de, Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin kurulmasindan sonra, dili ulus insasi
surecinin onemli bir parcas1 gorerek, 1932’de, Tiirk Dil Kurumu’'nu
kurmustur.

Dilin siyaseten kullanimi, biitiin Cumbhuriyet tarihinde soz
konusu olmustur. Ornegin, daha cok “0z Tiirkce” kelimeleri tercih
eden ve bunu siyasal kimliginin bir parcasi olarak goren Bilent
Ecevit, Tiirkceyi en dogru ve diizgiin kullanan siyasetcilerden biri
olarak tarihe gecmistir. Buna karsilik, Stileyman Demirel, “halk agz1”
ile konusmay1 yeglemistir. Turgut Ozal ise, herhalde kendi kisisel
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tarihinde etkili olan ABD’nin (Amerika Birlesik Devletleri) dili
oldugundan ve -Oykiinme, 6zenme, kendini ispatlama, “cag atlamak”,
kiiresellesme gibi- bagka nedenlerle de, konusmalarinda zaman
zaman Ingilizce kelimeler kullanmigtir.2

Daha giincel olarak, Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in da dil ile yakin
iligkisi oldugu ve dile 6nem verdigi soylenebilir. Oyle ki, Erdogan’in
siyasal hayatinda bir doniim noktas1 olan “hapishane deneyimi’ni, bir
anlamda dili nedeniyle, sevdigi bir siiri, hitap ettigi kitleyi etkilemek
icin okumasindan dolay1 yasamistir. Erdogan’in -mecazi degil gercek
anlamda- hatipligi de, dili kullanmas1 konusunda ¢ok énemli ve etkili
bir yoniidiir. Bunun da otesinde, “yeni Tiirkiye”yi savunan Erdogan,
ozellikle son yillarda, baz1 kelimeleri, baz1 kavramlar1 kendine gore,
“yeni” bir icerikle yorumlamakta ya da bazi olgulari, durumlar: “yeni”
kelimelerle ifade etmektedir. Erdogan’in bu yaklasimi, yalnizca siyasal
konularla siirli degildir. Ornegin, sporla ilgili bir kavram olan
“arena” kelimesine bile kars1 oldugunu ifade etmektedir: “Arena
degil, burasi stadyum. Arenalara karsuam. Arenalarda neler
yaptiklarim gecmiste biliyorsunuz degil mi? Insanlart kimlere
parcalatirlardir malum. Biz arenalara karswiz (...) arena isimlerini
stadyumlardan kaldiracagiz.” (Oktay, 2017).

Tiirk siyasetinde ve Tiirk dis politikasinda, dile en fazla anlam
ve iglev yiiklenildigi alanlardan biri adlardir. Ozellikle son yillarda, bu
anlamda cesitli 6rnekler s6z konusudur.

a) Adlandirma

Tiirkiye’de, ozellikle kamusal yapilara ve yerlere ad koyma,
dilin siyaseten kullanimi1 baglaminda 6nemli bir 6rnektir. Ozellikle
son yillarda, bu konuda ciddi tartismalar yasanmaktadir. Tartisma
yasanan baz1 adlandirmalarda, esas olarak Cumhurbaskani
Erdogan’n kigisel ve siyasal tercihleri ve belirleyiciligi s6z konusudur.
Ornegin Istanbul Bogaz {izerine insa edilen iiglincli asma kopriiniin
adimin Yavuz Sultan Selim Képrusi olarak konulmasi toplumda ciddi
tartismalara yol ag¢mis, tartismalarin boyutu siyasalligi, tarihselligi
asip, Alevilik-Stinnilik noktasina kadar gitmistir. Cok daha yakin
zamanda ise, 2018’de, Istanbul’da hizmete agilan yeni havalimaninin
ad1 da, Atatiirk Havalimantnin adin1 tasimayacak olmasi nedeniyle
tartisma konusu olusturmustur. Adi, bizzat Cumhurbagkani Erdogan
tarafindan acgiklanan Istanbul Havalimani’min adinin ne olmasi
gerektigi, kamuoyunda bir siireligine de olsa yogun bir bicimde,
“Atatiirk taraftarlig1” ve “Atatiirk karsithig1” diizleminde tartisilmigtir.

Kamusal yapilarin ve yerlerin adlandirilmasi baglaminda,
ozellikle “sehit” adin1 yasatmak, gecmisten beri cok karsilasilan bir
durumdur. 1963 yilinda Kibris {izerinde uyar1 ugusu yaparken ugagi
disiiriiliip sehit olan Pilot Yiizbasi Cengiz Topelin adinin
Turkiye'deki birgok okula ya da caddeye, yine 1974 Kibris Baris
Harekati sirasinda sehit olan askerlerin adlarinin, Sehir Hatlar
vapurlar1 gibi yerlere verilmis olmasi, bu anlamda 6rneklerdir. 1980
sonrasinda ise, terérle miicadele siirecinde, Tiirkiye’nin her yerinde,
cok sayida sehit adi tasiyan kamusal yapiya, tesise rastlamak
mumkidndidr. Bu gériantd, herhalde en fazla da Karadeniz bolgesine
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mahsustur. Ornegin, 6zellikle Rize ve Trabzon’da, sehit ad1 tasiyan
onlarca yaya iist gecidi vardir.

Sehit kisilerin adlarn1 disinda, kamusal alanda bagka
adlandirmalar da s6z konusudur ki, bunlarin, toplumsal hafizay:
gliclii kilmaktan 6te bir anlam ve amag tasidiklar1 agikardir. Ornegin,
Kiy1 Emniyeti Genel Miidirliigi'niin Istanbul’da acil durum
miidahale gemisi olarak gorev yapan deniz vasitalarindan birinin
adinin 2015 y1ih yapimi1 Nene Hatun olmasi ya da Trabzon’da Genglik
Hizmetleri ve Spor II Miidiirliigii'ne bagh olan ve 2011’de Avrupa
Genclik Olimpiyatlar: ile hizmete giren Mehmet Akif Ersoy Kapal
Yizme Havuzu'nun bu adi tasimasi, herhalde “siyaseten” olmaktan
baska bir bicimde anlamlandirilamaz. Zira ne Nene Hatun denizle
ilgisi olan Istanbullu bir kisidir, ne de Mehmet Akif Ersoy ylizme
sporuyla ilgili ve Trabzonludur. Boyle olmakla birlikte, hem Nene
Hatun, hem de Mehmet Akif Ersoy adlarimin Tiirkiye'nin genelinde,
fakat Ozellikle de muhafazakar kesiminde biiyiik bir karsiligi oldugu
da bir gercektir. Belirleyici olan, herhalde, tercih edilen adin nereye
konuldugu degil, o ada duyulan saygidir.

Bu alakasizligin dis politikayla ilgili ilgin¢ 6rnekleri de vardir.
Fakat 1970’li ve 1980’li yillarda Ermeni teror orgiitlerinin saldirilar
sonucu sehit olan Tiirk diplomatlarimin adlarinin baz1 okullara
verilmesi, bu anlamda alakasiz orneklerdir. Sehit Biiyiikel¢i Galip
Balkar Mesleki ve Teknik Anadolu Lisesi (Istanbul), Sehit Biiytikelci
Ismail Erez Mesleki ve Teknik Anadolu Lisesi, (Istanbul) Sehit
Biiyiikelci Danis Tunahgil Teknik ve Endiistri Meslek Lisesi (Ankara)
gibi okullarin neden bu adlari tasidiklar1 izaha muhtactir. Bu kisiler,
ne bu okullardan mezundurlar, ne de bu okullarin diplomasi ile bir
iligkisi vardir.

Siyasal konularda, adlandirma yaparak beklentiye girmek
baglaminda dis politika acisindan trajikomik bir 6rnek Ankara’daki
Avrupa Birligi Parkir’dir. Esenboga Havalimanmima c¢ok yakin bir
mesafede ve havalimanina gelis yoniinde sag tarafta yer alan soz
konusu park, Tiirkiye’de bu ad1 tasiyan herhalde tek parktir. Avrupa
Birligi'ne, “onun safinda” oldugunu belli etmek icin bu kadar dolayh
mesaj vermeye calismak ve bundan “medet ummak” ise, ¢cok naif ve
fakat cok anlamh degildir.

Ozellikle kamusal yapilarin ve yerlerin “siyasal”
adlandirilmasi, en yogun bicimde, 15 Temmuz darbe girisimi
sonrasinda yasanmistir. Bu tarihten sonra, yeni yapilan bircok képru,
viyaduk, ttnel, semt, park, meydan, cadde ve sokak ile tesis, mekan,
okul, tiniversite, kigla vs. gibi yerlere, 15 Temmuz'da sehit olanlarin

»” &

adlar1 ve “15 Temmuz”, “Milli Egemenlik” gibi adlar verilmistir.

Biitiin bu adlandirmalarin, “i¢’e oldugu kadar “dis”a hitap
ettigi  disiinilmektedir. Zira Tiirkiye’de yasanan  birgok
olumsuzlugun, sorunun, Kkrizin, teroriin, darbenin ve darbe
girisiminin “dis giicler” tarafindan tasarlandig1 ve desteklendigi,
Tiirkiye’de genel bir kanaattir. Bu olaylarda hayatim1 kaybedenlerin,
sehit olanlarin “adlarim yasatmak”, so6z konusu dis giiclere kars: bir
tepki, bir yanit olarak goriilmektedir.
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D1s politika baglaminda, kelimelerin tercih edilmesinde siyasal
yaklasimin onemli orneklerinden biri, son yillarda, Tiirkiye disindaki
cografyalarda saldirillarda, catismalarda ya da savaslarda olen
“Miisliimanlar” i¢in kullanilan ifadelerdeki degisim olmustur. Basta
Filistinli Miisliimanlar olmak iizere, diinyanin farkli yerlerinde, terore
maruz kalarak, savasarak ya da katledilerek hayatim kaybeden
Miislimanlar i¢in Tirkiye’de artik genel olarak “sehit” kavrami
kullanilmaktadir. Daha ¢ok siyasal iktidarin ve o safta yer alanlarin
bir tercihi olarak sehit kelimesinin kullanimi, ozellikle
Cumhurbagkani Erdogan’dan, onu destekleyen gazetecilere, kamu
kuruluslar1 olan AA (Anadolu Ajansi) ve TRT’den (Tiirkiye Radyo ve
Televizyon Kurumu), “yandas” medyaya kadar onemli bir yayginhk
kazanmigtir. Bu bicimde sehit Kkelimesinin kullanilmasinin,
uluslararasi politikada bulunulan safi ifade etmek acisindan bilingli ve
siyasal bir tercih oldugu aciktir. Bu yaklasim, mevcut siyasal iktidarin
dis politika anlayisiyla da tutarhdir.

b) Ad Degistirme

Tiirk dis politikasinda ad degistirme konusunda belki de en
ironik ve en carpict ornek, “Rus Salatasi’’min “Amerikan Salatas1”
haline getirilmesi olmustur. Tiirkiye’de, ashnda 19. ytizyildan itibaren
bilinen “Rus Salatas1”, 1917’deki Ekim Devrimi’nden sonra Istanbul’a
goc eden Beyaz Ruslarm agthifi lokantalarla yayginlagmus, yillar
boyunca da bu adla adlandirilmisti. Ikinci Diinya Savas1 sonrasinda
ise, Rus Salatasr’na Amerikan Salatas1 denilmeye baslanmis ve bu
adlandirma Soguk Savas boyunca siirmiistiir. Bu ad degisikligi, yasal
bir diizenlemeyle degil, fakat siyasal bir iklimde kendiliginden soz
konu olmustur. Bir kaynaga (Sahin, 2015) gore, bu degisiklik,
Amerikan savas gemisi Missourinin, 1946 yilinda Istanbul’a gelisiyle
gerceklesmistir. 1944 yilinda, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde, gorevi
sirasinda vefat eden ve fakat savas nedeniyle Tiirkiye'ye getirilemeyen
Tarkiye’nin Washington Buyukelgisi Munir Ertegiin’iin cenazesinin
getirilmesi, ancak 5 Nisan 1946’da miimkiin olabilmis ve bu olay,
Tirk-Amerikan iligkilerinde bir milat kabul edilmistir. Biiyiik bir
torenle karsilanan Missouri’nin miirettebati olan Amerikan askerleri,
Istanbul’da da abartili bir bi¢imde ilgi gérmiiglerdir. Orhan Karaveli,
Rus Salatas’min Amerikan Salatasina nasil doniistiigiinii soyle
anlatmigtir:  “Coni’lleri rahatlatmak icin de Istanbul bir giizel
siislenmis, allamip pullannusti. Galatasaray Lisesinin karsisindaki
tinlii Levent biifesi girisindeki camlara yapistirilan ‘Rus salatast 25
kurus’ gibi yazilar bir gecede sokiiliip yerlerine cafcafli bir pano
asildi: ‘Amerik Salat 35 kurus’. Biifeyi isleten Rum yash Niko
Efendiye ‘Amerik Salat da neyin nesi’ diye sordugumda, Niko
Efendi: ‘Rus salatast artik oldii. Bundan sonra yasasin
‘Ameriksalat!’ diye siritmusti. O giin, cevredeki -istisnasiz- bitin
birahaneler, bifeler, lokantalar, -aralarinda anlasmiscasina- Niko
Efendi'nin Leventini taklit ettiler. Kirk yillik Rus salatast 6nce
Istiklal caddesinde ‘Amerikan salatast’ oldu ¢ikti. Sonra da biitiin
Tarkiye'de...” (Sahin, 2015). Bu nedenle, bu tarihten Soguk Savas
bitene kadar, Rus Salatasi, Amerikan Salatas1 adimi tasidi. Zira Rus
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kelimesi,  Sovyetler  Birligini, dolayisiyla da  komiinizmi
cagristirmaktaydi. Bu da, Bati Bloku / NATO iiyesi olan ve
komiinizmin “su¢” kabul edildigi Tiirkiye’de hos karsilanmiyordu ve
insanlar Rus salatasi adin1 kullanmaktan kaciniyorlardi. Fakat Murat
Belge'nin (2012: 209) ifadesiyle “giinimuzde ‘Amerikan’ degil de ‘Rus
salatast’ diyene 142’den dava agilmyor artik.”

Tiirkiye’de, dile zaman zaman cok Onemli siyasal sorunlari
cozme islevi de yiiklenmektedir. Resmi olarak ad degistirme, bu
amacla basvurulan bir ara¢ olarak goriilmektedir. Bu anlamda bir
ornek, yakin zamanda, “a¢ihm siireci’nde baz yerlesim yerlerinin
adlarinin -basta Kiirtce olmak {izere- eski yer adlariyla degistirilmesi
olmustur. Dogu ve Giineydogu Anadolu’da baz yerlerin adlarinin
ozellikle Kiirtce olan eski adlariyla degistirilmesi, “Kirt sorunu”nun
coziimii acisindan acihm siirecinde bir yontem olarak goriilmiistiir.
Ornegin, 8 Agustos 2009’da, Cumhurbaskan1 Abdullah Giil, Bitlis’in
Giliroymak ilcesinde halka hitap ederken, buranin eski
(Kiirtce/Ermenice) adi olan Norsin kelimesini kullanmistir (Ciris,
2009). 12 Agustos 2009’da da, Bagbakan Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
dogum yeri olan Rize'nin Giineysu kasabasimmin eski adina atifla
“Potamyali'yiz ezelden” demistir. Ancak, cok simirli kalan ve devam
gelmeyen bu uygulama, yani mevcut adlar1 eski adlarla degistirme
politikasi, basarili olamamistir.

Ad degistirme konusunda, bazen “tarihi unutturmama”
anlayisiyla hareket edilmesi s6z konusudur. Bu anlamdaki
orneklerden biri, 15 Temmuz darbe girisiminin baslatildig1 ve
basarisizhiga ugratildigi yerlerden biri olan Bogazi¢i Kopriisii'niin
adimin 15 Temmuz Sehitler Kopriisii olarak deg1§t1r11mes1d1r 3 Aymi
baglamda bir bagka érnek ise, Nigde Universitesi'nin adimin Omer
Halisdemir Universitesi olarak degistirilmesi olmustur.4

Daha kiclk capta ve daha kolay olarak gerceklestirilen ad
degistirme ornekleri de vardir. Fakat bunlara, cok 6nemli mesajlar
yiiklenmeleri s6z konusudur. Zira dogrudan dis politikayla ilgilidirler.
Bu anlamda, ozellikle cadde, sokak, meydan adlarinin degistirilmesi
zaman zaman rastlanilan bir durumdur. Ornegin, 2017 yilinda,
Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri Disisleri Bakaninin, “Medine Miidafii”
Fahreddin Pasa® (1868-1948) hakkindaki hakaretamiz ve tarihsel
gerceklere aykir1 bir agiklamasi nedeniyle yasanan kriz sonrasinda, bu
ulkenin Ankara’daki biiyikelgiliginin yer aldig1 sokagin ad1 Fahreddin
Pasa Sokag olarak degistirilmistir. Yine, Tiirk Silahl1 Kuvvetleri’nin
2018’deki Zeytin Dali Harekati siirecinde ABD ile yasanan kriz
sonrasinda, Ankara’daki ABD Biiyiikel¢iligi'nin bulundugu sokagin
ad1 Zeytin Dali Sokag olarak degistirilmistir.®

c) Farklh Adlandirmak

Bazen ayn seyin farkhh adlandirilmasi da bir siyasal yaklasim
ya da yontem olabilir. Bu, bir dis politika olarak bile gerceklesebilir.
Mevcut ad yerine yeni bir ad one siiriildiigii zaman, orijinal ad sahibi
ile yeni ad sahibi kars:1 karsiya gelebilirler. Ge¢miste olmayan, fakat
yaratilan yeni ad, tarihsel olarak orijinal adin sahibini rahatsiz
edebilir. Yeni adin bazen tarihsel, kiiltiirel, toplumsal kokenleri
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oldugu iddia edilse de, bazen de bilin¢li bir bicimde, siyasal ve
stratejik olarak kurgulandigi, tasarlandigi, yaratildigi -hatta bazen
deyim yerindeyse “uyduruldugu”- bir gercektir.

Bu konuda onemli bir ornek, Tiirkiye'nin uzun zamandir
yasadig1 bir sorun olarak, Osmanli Devletinin, 1915’de, tebaas1 olan
Ermenilere yonelik aldign  “tehcir” karariyla yasananlarin
adlandirilmasina iliskindir. Yillardir var olan ve hala 6nemli bir sorun
olusturan bu konuda, Tiirkiye, oOzellikle uluslararasi ortamdan
kendisine yoneltilen “soykirnm” (genocide) sucglamasini ve bu
kavramin tanimina girebilecek herhangi bir uygulama yaptigini kabul
etmedigi icin, dogal olarak bu terimi kullanmamakta ve
kullanilmasma da tepki gostermektedir. Bu nedenle, Tiirkiye'de,
resmi ve genel olarak, soykirim terimini reddeder ve kiiciimser
bi¢imde, “sozde soykirim”, “sozde Ermeni soykirmi” ve “asilsiz
soykirim iddialar1” ifadeleri kullanilmaktadir. Ote yandan, son
yillarda diizeyi diisse de, Tiirkiye, yillardir, 1915 olaylarinin
yildonlimii olan her 24 Nisan’da, ABD Baskanlarinin konuya iligkin
yapacagl aciklamaya odaklanmistir. Bugiine kadar hicbir ABD
Bagkani’min bu kelimeyi telaffuz etmemis olmasina karsin, bu,
konunun 6ziinii ¢ok da degistirmeyen bir durumdur. Ornegin, en son
ABD Bagkan1 Donald Trump, -daha 6nceki bazi bagkanlarin da yaptig
gibi- 24 Nisan 2018’de yaymladig1 mesajda, soykirim ya da “Ermeni
soykirmm” ifadesini kullanmamig, fakat Ermenice “Biiyiik Felaket”
anlamina gelen “Meds Yeghern” demistir. Trump’in mesaji soyledir:
“Bugtin, 20. Yiizyihin en korkung kitlesel mezalimlerinden biri olan
Meds Yeghern (Biiyiik  Felaket) swrasinda Osmanh
Imparatorlugunun son yillarinda yerlerinden edilen, katledilen ya
da oliime yiiriiyen yarim milyon Ermeni’yi anyoruz. 1915 korkuncg
olaylarimi anarken hayatimi kaybedenlerin ve aci ¢ekenlerin yasini
tutmaktayiz” (U.S. Embassy and Consultates in Turkey, 2018).7
Baskan Trump’in, Tiirkiye'nin tepki gosterdigi bir uluslararas1 hukuk
kavramini kullanmazken, Ermeni ulusal kiiltiiriine ait adlandirmay1
kullanmasi, belki de bu yonde bir beklenti icinde olan Ermenilere
daha fazla hitap eden bir tercihtir.

Aymi baglamda bir ornek de, devlet, PKK mensuplar i¢in
“terorist” ifadesini kullanirken, orgiit mensuplarinin kendilerini
“gerilla” olarak tanimlamalaridir. Ulusal medyanin kiiciik de olsa bir
boliimiiniin ve uluslararas1 medyanin ise biiyiik bir boliimiiniin bu
kelimeyi kullanmasi, dogal olarak devlet agisindan sorun
yaratmaktadir. Zira teroriste gerilla demek, devlet tarafindan, ona
mesruiyet saglayici bir yaklasim olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

I¢ politikada yasanan bir tartisma olmasina karsin, aslinda bir
dis politika konusu olan Ayn el Arab - Kobani tartismasi da, bu
anlamda ve yakin zamana iligkin ilgin¢ bir 6érnek olusturmaktadir.
Tartismal1 bir kaynaga gore, Kobani adi, -1911 yilinda Bagdat Demir
Yolu'nu yapan Deutsche Bank sirketine gonderme yapilarak- Ingilizce
company (sirket) sozciigiinden gelmektedir. Oysaki Osmanli Devleti,
170 koyu kapsayan bolgeye Arappinar adini vermistir. Suriye
Hiikiimeti, 1980’lerde Araplastirma politikalar1 geregince Tiirkce
(Osmanlica) olan Arappinar adimi degistirerek Ayn-el Arab adim
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vermistir. Ayn el-Arap, 19 Temmuz 2012’de, Suriye’nin kuzeyinin bir
boliimiinii kontrolii altinda tutan YPG ele gecirmis ve resmi adini
Kobani (Kobané) olarak degistirmistir (Wikipedia, t.y.). Konunun
ilging yonii ise, Tiirkiye sinirlar1 disindaki bir yer adi igin Tiirkiye
icinde tartisma yapilmasidir. Bu anlamda, ornegin, Kobani'deki
gelismelerle ilgili olarak basin toplantis1 diizenleyen AK Parti Genel
Baskan Yardimcis1 Besir Atalay, “Kiirtlerin damarina basmakla”
itham edilmistir: “Basin toplantisinda Kobani icin ‘Oramin adi
Kobani degil Ayn el Arab’tir’ diyen Besir Atalay, yeni bir tartisma
baslatti. Kiirt asili olan Besir Atalay’a, Kobani yerine Ayn al Arab
dedigi i¢in tepki yagdi.” (Internethaber.com, 2014).8 Soner Yalcin’a
(2014) gore de -kendisinin kullandig1 bi¢imiyle- “Kobane” adinda bir
sehir yoktur.

Fakat aym1 donemde, Cumhurbaskani Erdogan, soz konusu
bolgeye Pesmerge kuvvetleri gonderme teklifini, ABD Baskan1 Barack
Obama'ya ilk olarak kendisinin ilettigini soylerken, Kobani kelimesini
kullanmistir (BBC, 2014). Yine Cumhurbaskanm1 Erdogan, “Ayn el-
Arab veya Kobani denilen alan PYD-YPG terdristlerinin kontroll
altindadir. Adindan da anlasilacag gibi, Ayn el-Arap bir Kirt bolgesi
degildir. Aslinda, Ayn el-Arab, ‘Araplarin goziidiir’, yani Araplar
ashnda bu anlagsmanin sahipleridir (Khalidi, 2018) demistir.
Cumhurbaskanm1 Erdogan, 2019 yihmin basinda da, “Turkiye Kirt
kardeslerimizin de devletidir, onun i¢in biz Kobani’ye kapilarimiz
actik” diyerek yine Kobani kelimesini kullanmistir (S6zcii, 2019).

Benzer bicimde, son yillarda Kamisli/Rojova tartismasi da
yasanmistir. Genel olarak Tiirkiye'nin resmi soyleminde Kamish
kullanilirken, yine genel olarak Tiirkiye’dekiler de dahil “Kiirtler”
Rojova demeyi tercih etmektedirler. Ancak ilging bir bicimde,
“Kiirtler” adina miicadele ettigini iddia eden teror orgiiti PKK
safindan bu kullamma tepki gelmistir. Teror orgiiti PKK'nin bir
kolu/versiyonu olan KCK’nin so6zde yiiriitme kurulu iiyesi Riza Altun,
Kuzey Suriye Rojava Federal Sistemi ismini dogru bulmadiklarim,
Rojava kelimesinin bu isimden kaldirilmasi gerektigini soylemistir.
Rojava teriminin Kiirtlere ait ulusal bir terim oldugunu ve KCK olarak
kendilerinin ulusallik barindiran her tiirli sisteme karsi olduklarini
vurgulayan Altun, Qamislo’da (Kamish) sadece Kiirtlerin degil, Arap,
Stiryani, Ermeni, Cerkez, Tirkmen ve diger bilesenlerin de
bulundugunu, bu nedenle de Kamiglimin bir Kiirt sehri olmadigim
sOylemigtir. Altun, bu nedenle kendilerinin ulusal bir hakimiyeti veya
etnik bir gruba ait olmayr anlatan terim yerine Rojava’yl
kullandiklarini ve alternatif bir ¢oziim olarak her bilesenin kendisini
ifade edebilecegi kanton yapilanmasimi tesis ettiklerine dikkat
cekmistir. Altun, Rojava teriminin varligini ve bu vizyonun bu sekilde
empoze edilmesini, Rojava’nin Suriye’nin birligi ve biitiinliigii icinde
bir noktaya tekabiil ettigi icin elestirdiklerini vurgulayarak, Federal
Rojavamin da dogru olmadigin1 ve PKK olarak Kuzey Suriye’de
olusturulacak Federal Sistem icin “Kuzey Suriye” terimini istediklerini
soylemistir (Gazete Manifesto, 2016).
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d) Olumsuz Adlandirmak

Ozellikle sahip olunamamis ya da sahipken kaybedilmis
cografyalar1 adlandirmada, olumsuz cagrisimlar yapan kelimeler
kullanmak, belki toplumsal bellegin bir refleksi; ancak kimi zaman da
bir devlet politikasidir. Boylesi bir yaklasimin yansimasi midir
bilinmez; fakat ornegin, Ege Denizi'ndeki Yunan adalarina Tiirkce
verilmis adlarin cogu, kulaga hic de hos gelmeyen, kiiciimseyici
niteliktedirler. Bu anlamda, baz1 Yunan adalarinin Yunanca ve Tiirkce
adlan soyledir: Sidhoritis / Kopek Adasi, Ammuoliani / Tavuk Adast,
Yiouro / Iblislik Adasi, Pelegos / Keci Adast, Pipeti / Hirsiz Adast,
Yioura ve Piperi / Iblisler Adasi, Pondikoniy / Sicancik Adasi,
Monglia ve Strongoli / Esek Adalari, Sanopoula / Ay1 Adast, Lipso /
Esekler Adasi, Trambeta / Harami Adalar (Bolikbasi, 2011: 145).
Bu konuda, “milliyet¢i” kimligiyle taninan siyaset¢i ve emekli
biiyiikel¢i Deniz Boliikbasinin (2011: 145) Yunan adalarmmin -
Yunanca- adlarmin daha latif, daha romantik ve melodik oldugunu
ifade etmesi ise ilginctir. Yunan adalari, Tiirkcede hos olmayan
bicimde adlandirilirken, yine Ege Denizinde bulunan Tiirk
egemenligindeki iki biiyiik ada ise, Bozcaada ve Gokgeada gibi kulaga
hos gelen adlar tagimaktadir.

e) Adi Farkli Telaffuz Etmek

Adlandirma konusunda ortaya ¢ikan sorunlarin nedenlerinden
biri, ayni kelimeyi farkli telaffuz etmektir. Telaffuz kadar kiiciik bir
ayrinti, bazen cok biiyiik tartismalara neden olabilmektedir. Fakat
farkl telaffuzun, aslinda bilingli bir tavir, hatta bir “politika” olarak
uretilmesi de s6z konusudur. Oyle ki, kelimelerin farkh telaffuz
edilmesinin, bir siire sonra farkli bir algilama doguracagina
inamilmaktadir. Ancak, boyle bir beklentinin ne derecede
gerceklesecegi tartismali oldugu gibi, 6l¢iilmesi de ¢ok zordur.

Bu konuda, Tiirk siyasetindeki ornekler az degildir. Yakin
doneme ait carpici bir ornek, AK Parti’ye (Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi)
iliskindir.® Genel olarak partinin mensuplari, se¢gmenleri, ona destek
verenler, sempatiyle bakanlar, parti icin “AK Parti” deyimini
kullanirlarken, buna karsilik, bu safta olmayanlarin 6nemli bir kismi
“AKP” ya da “Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi” demeyi tercih
etmektedirler. Yine ayni baglamda, CHP (Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi)
mensubu ve taraftar olanlar ya da partiye yakin duranlar, partinin
kisaltmasi olan CHP’yi “cehepe” olarak telaffuz ederlerken, 6zellikle
Ak Partililerin basta Erdogan olmak iizere en azindan bir kisminin
“cehape” biciminde telaffuzu s6z konusudur ki, bu, hakaretamiz
olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Teror orgiitii PKK'nin!© telaffuzu da, bu anlamdaki en énemli
tartismalardan  biri olmustur. Ozellikle resmi agz, yani
devlet/hiikiimet ile devletten yana olanlar, kisaltmay1 “pekaka”, buna
karsilik, genel olarak teror orgiitii mensuplar1 ve sempatizanlar ise
“pekeke” olarak telaffuz etmektedir ve bu bicimdeki kullanimlara
bazen cezai yaptinmlar uygulanmasi s6z konusudur. Ornegin, bu
bi¢imde bir kullanim s6z konusu oldugu icin, Istanbul 12. Agir Ceza
Mahkemesi, 1 ve 2 Haziran 2009 tarihli niishalarinda PKK orgiitiiniin
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propagandasinin yapildig: iddiasiyla Gunlik gazetesinin yayimninin iki
ay siireyle durdurulmasmma karar vermistir (Onderoglu, 2009).
Bununla birlikte, konuya iligkin tartisma yillardir stirmektedir.* Bu
konuda, TDK, 2004 yilinda, PKK kisaltmasimin “pekaka” degil,
“pekeke” biciminde okunmas:1 gerektigini acgiklamigsa da, bu c¢ok
dikkate ahnmamistir (Hiirriyet, 2004).

f) Adini Anmamak

Bir tavir olarak muhatabin adini hi¢ anmamanin, kisisel ve
toplumsal iligkilerde oldugu gibi, bazen diplomaside de gegerli
olabilecegi diisiiniilmektedir. Bu, ¢cok sik olmasa da, muhatab: kale
almamayi ifade eden, onu kii¢limseyici bir davranigtir.

Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Disisleri Bakanhg! da bazen bu bicimde
hareket etmektedir. Ornegin, Disisleri Bakanligl, zaman zaman
Suriye’deki siyasal liderin ya da iktidar partisinin adin1 soylemekten
imtina etmekte ve “rejim” kelimesini kullanmaktadir.

Disisleri Bakanligi’min 25 Eyliil 2016 ve 233 numarali giincel
aciklamasi buna bir 6rnektir: “Suriye’'de rejim ile destekgilerinin son
birkac giinde Halep ve cevresinde yogunlastirdigt ve ii¢ yiizden fazla
sivilin 6lumiuyle, ylzlerce insamn yaralanmasina yol actigr hava
saldirilarim siddetle kimyoruz. Rejim bu saldirilarla kendi halkim
acimasizca katletmekte, (...) bu saldirlar, rejimin ve destekc¢ilerinin
Suriye'de siyasi bir c¢oziime niyetleri olmadigim bir kere daha
gostermigtir. (...)” (Milliyet, 2016).

Ancak, siirec icerisinde Tiirkiye'nin, Suriye dis politikasinin
farklilasmasina paralel olarak, Suriye’nin adini zikretmesi de farklihik
gostermigtir. Tiirkiye, rejim diyerek adini bile anmadig1 devleti, daha
sonra “Suriye Arap Cumhuriyeti” olarak, hem de “demokratik” ve
“sekiiler” sifatlariyla ¢cok pozitif bir bicimde tanimlamistir. 20 Arahk
2016’da, Rusya’nmin bagkenti Moskova’da, Rusya Disisleri Bakam
Sergey Lavrov, Tirkiye Disisleri Bakani Mevliit Cavusoglu ve Iran
Disisleri Bakan1t Muhammed Cevad Zarifiin, aralarinda gerceklesen
goriismenin ardindan ortak bir bildiri {lizerinde anlagtiklan
acgiklanmigtir. Bildirinin birinci maddesinde “Iran, Rusya ve Tiirkiye,
icerisinde pek cok etnik grubu barindiran, ¢ok mezhepli, demokratik
ve sekiler bir devlet olarak Suriye Arap Cumhuriyeti'nin
egemenligini, bagimsizhgim, birligini ve toprak biitiinliigiinii
tamamen destekliyor” (Sputnik, 2016) ifadesi yer almigtir.

Yine Disisleri Bakanligi’nmin internet sayfasinda yer alan
Suriye’nin Ulke kinyesinde, devlet baskani, basbakan ve disisleri
bakaninin adlarinin 6niinde, baska higbir iilke icin olmadig:1 bicimde,
“Rejim Devlet Bagkam”, “Rejim Basbakani” ve “Rejim Disigleri
Bakam” sifatlar1 olarak ifade edilmistir.’? Bununla birlikte, Disisleri
Bakanligi, Esad icin, “Devlet Baskan1” yerine “Cumhurbaskani”
ifadesini de kullanmaktadir (Disisleri Bakanligi, 2019g).

Katar iilke kiinyesinde ise “Devlet Baskani Emir Seyh Tamim
bin Hamad El Sani, Basbakan Seyh Abdullah bin Nasir bin Halife El
Sani, Disisleri Bakam1 ve Bagbakan Yardimcis1 Seyh Muhammed bin
Abdurrahman bin Casim El Sani” (Digisleri Bakanligi, 2019e) ifadeleri
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kullanilmigtir. Buna karsilik Misir iilke kiinyesinde bu mevkiler i¢in
ne unvan, ne de ad kullamlmistir (Disisleri Bakanligi, 2019f). Bu
Ulkelerden Katar'in Tiirkiye ile iliskisi giincel olarak en iyi iilke,
Suriye’nin ise en kotii iilke oldugu dikkate alinacak olursa, Disisleri
Bakanligi’'min tavri, bir derece de olsa “anlamli” bulunabilir.

2) iki Ornek

Konuya iliskin olarak, i¢ siyasette oldugu gibi Tiirk dis
politikasinda da tartisilan bircok ornek vardir. Bunlar arasinda,
Suriye krizi ya da Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Disisleri Bakanlhigimin
(Disisleri Bakanhgi, 2019d) ifadesiyle “Suriye’nin icinde bulundugu
ihtilaf”13 siirecinde ortaya ¢ikmig olan iki durum, carpici 6rneklerdir.
Bunlardan birincisi, Suriye Devlet Bagkanimin soyadina iligkin
tartisma, ikincisi ise, teror orgiitii "ISID" hakkindadir.

a) Suriye Devlet Baskam Kim?

Adlandirmanin ya da bir kelimenin telaffuzunun, bir siyasal
tartismaya neden olmasi ¢ok kolay goérulemeyecek bir durum
olmasia karsin, bu konuda, Tiirk dis politikasinda bazi1 ornekler
vardir. Tiirkiye’de, son yillarda Suriye devlet bagkaninin soyadinin
telaffuzu konusundaki tartismalar, tek bir harfin farkh ifade
edilmesinin nelere kadir oldugunu gostermesi bakimindan ilging bir
ornektir. Ancak burada daha ilging¢ olan, tartismalarin, dis politika
alanina iliskin olmasina karsin Tiirkiye’de yasanmasidir.

S6z konusu tartigmalar, Tiirkiye ile Suriye arasindaki iligkiler
bozulduktan sonra Suriye devlet bagkaninin soyadinin, bagsbakanhg:
doneminden baglayarak Cumhurbagskant Erdogan tarafindan,
2012’den sonra “Esed” olarak telaffuz edilmesiyle baslamistir. Daha
sonra, bagbakanlar, bakanlar, iktidar partisi milletvekilleri, devlet
kurumlari, iktidara yakin baz1 gevreler ve TRT, AA (Anadolu Ajansi)
gibi devlet/resmi medya kurumlari ile muhalefet tarafindan “yandas”
olarak adlandirilan 6zel medya kuruluslar1 da, kelimeyi ayni bigcimde
telaffuz etmeye baslamislardir. Oysaki Tiirkiye ile bu iilke arasindaki
iligkiler iyiyken, aym kisinin ad1 soyadi “Esad” olarak telaffuz
edilmekteydi. Dahas1 bu, s6z konusu kisinin babasi ve selefi olan
Hafiz Esad icin de gecerliydi.

“Esad” yerine “Esed” denilmesi, basit bir telaffuz farklihg gibi
goriinmekle birlikte, bu tavrin bir alg1 degisikligi yaratma amaci
tasidigr da aciktir. Nitekim Suriye ile iliskilerin iyi oldugu zamanlar
kendisine “Esad” olarak hitap edilen Suriye devlet baskaninin
soyadinin, iligkiler bozulunca “Esed” olarak telaffuz edilmesi, onu
kiiciimseyen ve tamimazlhiktan gelen bir tavrin ifadesi olarak
degerlendirilmesi soz konusu olmustur. Bu anlamda, CHP Genel
Baskan Yardimcisi ve Yalova Milletvekili Muharrem Ince, Basbakan
Erdogan’in “Esed” kelimesini kullanmasini ilk andan itibaren
elestirmistir: “(...) Besir Esad yok. Esed var. Neden Esed biliyor
musunuz? Ciinkii ‘dostum Esad’ diyordu. Schengen degil Samgen
diyordu. Ortak bakanlar kurulu yapwyordu. Bir anda dostu,
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diismam oldu. Simdi Esad dese dostuydu. TRT bile, o yalaka TRT
bile artik Esed diyor.” (“CHP’li Ince, ¢ok sert”)

Ince, konuyla ilgili elestirilerini daha da ileri tasiyarak,
TBMM’de, Bagbakan Yardimcis1 Biilent Arin¢’in yanitlamas: istemiyle
soru oOnergesi vermistir. Onergedeki “Hiikiimetin dili degisince
TRTnin dili de mi degismektedir? Neden ve hangi tarihten sonra
Suriye Devlet Baskami Esad’a ‘Esed’ denilmeye baslannustir?”
sorularma Aring, TRT Genel Miidiiri Ibrahim Sahin’den aldig:
bilgiyle yanit vermistir. Aring, Esed isminin “aslan”, Esad isminin ise
“bahtiyar”, “en mutlu” anlamlarina geldigini ifade ederek, “Esed
kelimesinin herhangi bir olumsuz veya asagilayict bir anlami
yoktur” demistir. Aring, Sahin’in kendisine su bilgiyi verdigini
aktarmistir: “Medyada degisik sekillerde yazilan ve okunan bu
kelime icin Anadolu Ajanst tarafindan Tiirk Dil Kurumuna
basvurulmus. TDK'ca Suriye Devlet Baskani’min adimin Bessar Esed
olarak kullamlmas: gerektigi kararlastirildigindan, TRT Haber
biiltenlerinde 3 yildir Bessar Esed kullamilmaktadir.” (El, 2012).

Aynm1 konuda bir baska elestiri de CHP Genel Baskan
Yardimcis1 Erdogan Toprak'tan gelmistir. Toprak, AK Parti’'nin
yakinda Suriye Devlet Baskani Besar Esad’la “barigmak” igin
birtakim adimlar atacag iddiasinda bulunarak, “Suriye politikasi
fiyaskoyla sonuclanmistir. AKP yakinda bir gecede diisman ilan
ettigi Esad’la barismak icin birtakim adimlar atacaktir. Birkag ay
icinde ‘Esed’ yeniden ‘Esad’ olacak” (Oda TV, 2013) demistir.

Tartismanin biiyiimesiyle, dil uzmanlar1 da konuya miidahil
olmuslardir. Bu baglamda AA, basin yayin organlarinda farkh
bicimlerde kullanilan yabanci 6zel adlarin yazihisinda birliktelik
saglamak icin TDK (Tirk Dil Kurumu) ile ortak calisma
gerceklestirmistir. TDK, calisma kapsaminda bazi yabanci 0zel
adlarin yazilhiglarin1 tespit ederek, resmi bir yaziyla AA’ya
gondermistir. Bu cercevede, TDK uzmanlar, basin yaymn
organlarinda“Esat”,“Esad”, “Eset”, “Esed” gibi farkli bigimlerde
yazilan ve adinin yazimi iizerinde mutabakata varillamayan Suriye
devlet bagkaninin adinin “Begsar Esed” olarak kullanilmasi
gerektigine karar vermistir (Gazeteciler.com, 2012). Ancak bu,
baglayic1 olmamistir. Ornegin, Ocak 2018 ve Ocak 2019 itibariyle,
Disisleri Bakanhigi, internet sayfasinda halen Esed ifadesi de
kullanilmakla  birlikte daha ¢ok “Besar Esad” kelimesi
kullanilmaktadir.4

Bu yonde bir elestiri, Basbakan Ahmet Davutoglu icin de s6z
konusu olmustur: “Erdogan bir zamanlar aile dostu oldugu Suriye
Devlet Baskam Bessar Esad ile de iliskisini koparma karar
verdikten sonra Esed demeye baslamisti. Erdogan’in bu tutumu hem
hiikiimet organlar1 hem de bakanlar tarafindan benimsenmisti.
Ancak Erdoganin bu sozlerine karsin Davutoglu, Esad’a Esed
demekte hep zorlandi. Bircok konusmasina ‘Esed’ diyerek baslayan
Davutoglu, hep ‘Esad’ diyerek bitiriyor.” (Guveng, 2015).

Esad yerine Esed demek, yalmzca Erdogan ya da hiikiimet
yanlis1 olanlarin tercihi degildir. Ornegin AK Parti’ye muhalif oldugu
soylenebilecek bir isim olan Aydin Engin de, olaym, dili dogru
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kullanma smirlarinin disina ciktigini ve bir ideolojik tartismanin,
saflasmanin konusu haline geldigini soyleyerek, dogru kelimenin
Esed oldugunu savunmaktadir: “Hafiz Esed Suriye’nin batisinda
Akdeniz kupsina yakin Kardahan bolgesinde yerlesik Esed
asiretinden. Esed Arapca “arslan” demek. (...) Esad (Tirkcede Esat
olmus) ise yine Arapca bir sozciik. Sa'd kokiinden geliyor. ‘Cok
ugurlu, cok haywrh, en mutlu’ demek. Sifat olarak kullanmilinca
‘Mutluluk getiren’ anlamina geliyor” (Engin, 2012). Bununla birlikte
Engin, ii¢c yil sonra, “(...) bana, sosyal medyadan saganak gibi
elestiri ve kiifiir yagdi. (...) hemen pes ettim ve ‘Esed’e Esad demeye’
basladim” diyerek, tercihini degistirdigini de ifade etmistir (Engin,
2015).

Bu tartismalar bir siire sonra hararetini yitirmis, fakat birkac
yil sonra, Suriye konusunda, Tiirkiye ile Rusya arasinda nispeten
uzlasmanin yasandig: siirecte, yeniden yasanmaya baslamistir. 2017
yilinda, tartismaya katilanlardan birisi olan Taha Kiling (2017),
tartismalari elestirirken, ayn1 zamanda, -kendine gore- durumu
da aciklamigtir:

“Suriye’deki catismalarin baslangicindan beri, hiikiimet karsiti
belli cevrelerde 1srarla dile getirilen bir tez var: ‘Bunlar
onceleri Esad’a Esad diyorlardi, sonra aralar1 bozulunca Esed
demeye basladilar!” Bu mantiga gore, ‘Esed’ kelimesi bir sifre;
Suriye’yle Arap Bahari Oncesinde gelistirilen sicak iligkiler
sirasinda ‘Besar Esad’ denilen Kkisiye, sonrasinda kasten
‘Bessar Esed’ denilmeye baslandi. Ayni1 kafa, ‘Esed’ ifadesini
kullanan herkesi ‘Suriye’yi karistirmak i¢in yabanci giiclerle is
tutan, Suriye’nin istikrarim bozan, teroristleri destekleyen
tipler’ olarak yaftaliyor iistelik. Boylece ‘Esed’ diyenler bir
kampa, ‘Esad’ diyenler diger kampa ayriliyor. Dayatilan
anlayis ve algilama bu. Sanki ‘Esed’ kelimesi, kiifiir ve hakaret
iceriyormus da, Esad1 Esed yapinca muhataba laf ediliyormus
gibi.”

Kilin¢g (2017), durumu “Tiirkiye'de bazi meselelerin nasil
cehaletle ve bagnazlikla tartisilip ele alindigimi, hatali ve saplantili
yorumlarin nasil yillar boyu siirdiirtildiigiinii, ufak ayrintilardan
hi¢ kastedilmeyen manalarin cikarilarak bunlarin nasil ideolojik
kavga nesnesi haline getirildigini gosteren ¢ok sayida érnekten biri”
olarak tamimlayarak, Tiirkiyenin,“bir kisinin isminin dogru yazma
cabasimin bile boylesine sagma tartismalara yol acabildigi ilging bir
Ulke” (Kiling, 2017) oldugunu ifade etmistir.

_ Kilin¢ (2017), Arapca asli Esed olan kelimenin, 1970’lerde
Ingilizce ve Fransizca kaynaklar {izerinden Tiirkceye Esad olarak
gectigini belirterek, Batililarin “Assad” olarak telaffuz ettigi
kelimenin, Arapca bilmeyen Tiirk diplomatlari, medya organlar ve
akademisyenleri tarafindan da Esad olarak kullanildigini ve &yle
yerlestigini iddia etmistir. Kilin¢ (2017), 2000’lerin basindan itibaren
Tiirkiye'nin Arap diinyasina daha fazla ilgi gostermesi ve Tiirk
medyasinda Arapcga bilen gazetecilerin gorev almaya baslamasiyla da,
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bazi Arapca kelimelerin de dogru yazilmaya baslandigini, Esed’in de
bu kelimelerden biri oldugunu soylemistir. 2006 yili basimi olan ve
birka¢ yillik Suriye izlenimlerini iceren Sam Kitab’nin girisinde,
kelimenin dogru yazilisim ve gerekgesini anlattigini belirten Kiling
(2017), kitapta da hep Esed dedigini ifade etmistir.

Reha Muhtar (2015), konuya benzeyen baska durumlari da
orneklendirerek, tartismali kelimeler hakkinda, bastan nasil alistiysa,
o bicimde kullandigini soylemektedir:

“Pe-Ka-Ka diye basladigima gore, orgiite ne anlam
yuklersem yikleyeyim Pe-Ka-Ka demekten vazge¢mezdim...
(...) hep Esad dedigim gibi... Eskiden Esed dendigini hic
duymamustim; dolayisiyla hic Esed demedim... Niye Esed
deniyor; bunu da bilmek ve o6grenmek istemedim... Esad
demem; Hafiz Esad1 sempatik gormem ve “desteklemem”
anlamina gelmiyor... (...) Tiirkiye'de AKPye “uzlasi” mesaj
ulastirmak isteyenler, AKP demeyi birakip AK-Parti ifadesini
kullanmaya bashyorlar... (...) Ben AKP kelimesini AKPye
ozellikle bir diismanlk olsun diye kullanmiyorum... Dilim
boyle alistig1 icin kullaniyorum...

CHP’ye Ce-Ha-Pe demekten zevk aldigun da vaki..
MHP’ye Me-Ha-Pe demeyi tercih ettigim gibi...

()
AKP olmus; AK Parti olmus; ne fark eder ki?..”

Hakan Albayrak (2019) da, “Batihlarin etkisiyle Turkiye'de de
Esad denildigini, Arapcaya vakif baz kisilerin diizeltmesiyle dogru
olan Esed’in kullamilmaya baslanmildigint” belirterek, “Esad deyince
iltifat, Esed deyince tahkir mi oluyor?” (Albayrak, 2019) diye
sormaktadir. Albayrak, esasen, bes-alt1 y1l oncesinden itibaren Esed
dedigini ifade ederek, bu anlamda, kendisinin 2006’da yayimlanan
Tarkiye-Suriye Birligi adh kitabina atifta bulunmaktadar.

b) "ISID"e Ne Demeli?

Ik adiyla ISID (Irak Sam Islam Devleti) olan terér orgiitiiniin
adlandirilmasina iligkin tartismalar, Tiirkiye’'de bir siire de olsa ciddi
bir giindem olusturmustur. Bugiin itibariyle artik bu tartismalar soz
konusu degildir. Ilk adiyla ISID (Irak Sam Islam Devleti) olan teror
orgiitiiniin adlandirilmasina iligkin tartismalar, Turkiye'de bir siire de
olsa ciddi bir gliindem olusturmustur. Ozellikle son bir iki yildir, artik
bu tartigmalar s6z konusu degildir.

Bu tartismalar, dis muhataplar1 / taraflar1 oldugu icin diger
orneklerden farkh nitelikte olmuslardir. Fakat tartismalar, yalnizca
bir tarafinda Tiirkiye'nin oldugu bicimde seyretmemistir. Uluslararasi
ortamda da konuya iliskin tartismalar s6z konusu olmustur ve bu
durum diisiik derecede de olsa halen siirmektedir.!>

Tiirkiye'de, ilk zamanlarda ISID (Irak Sam Islam Devleti)
olarak ifade edilen teror orgiitiiniin, daha sonralar1 DEAS, DAES ya
da DAIS olarak telaffuz edilmesi so6z konusu olmustur. Bu telaffuz o
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kadar 6onemli duruma gelmistir ki, s6z konusu orgiitiin adinin ne
oldugu, dis politika baglaminda ciddi bir belirleyici unsur olmustur.
Kamuoyundaki tartismalar, gittikce popiiler bir boyuta ulasmus,
anlamsiz ve gereksiz bir icerik kazanmistir. Ornegin 6 Kasim 2014
tarihli Milliyet gazetesinde, -biraz da abartili olarak -“ISID, ID, ISIL,
ISIS, IS, DAIS, Daes, Daesh, Da’esh ve DEAS”(Milliyet, 2014)-
orgiitiin 10 farkh adi oldugu ifade edilmistir.

Fakat konu yalmzca Tiirkiye i¢in s6z konusu degildir. Ornegin,
Irak’in El Anbar vilayetinde, ISID militanlari, orgiite “Islam Devleti”
yerine “DAES” diyen 12 yasindaki bir ¢ocugu, kent meydaninda
insanlarin  oniinde 60 kez kirbaglayarak cezalandirmistir
(Internethaber.com, 2015).

_ ISID’in kullanilmasina karsi en temel itiraz nedeni, icinde
Islam kelimesinin olmasidir. Bu anlamda, daha Onceki tim
aciklamalarinda, Tiirkcede kullanilan kisaltilmig adiyla ISID terimini
kullanan Cumhurbaskan1 Erdogan, Islam kelimesinin kullanilmasina
kars1 oldugu icin, 31 Ekim 2014’te Fransa ziyaretinde, Paris'te,
zamanin Fransa Cumhurbagkam Frangois Hollande ile yaptig1 ortak
basin agiklamasinda, ilk kez DEAS terimini kullanmigtir. ISID yerine
neden DEAS dedigini de agiklayan Cumhurbagkami Erdogan, soz
konusu orgiitiin Islam’la hicbir ilgisi olmadigim soyleyerek, ISID’i
Islam adiyla yan yana getirmek istemedigini, bu yiizden agihminda
acikca “Islam Devleti” gecen ISID yerine Arapca kisaltmasi olan
DEAS1 (DAESH) tercih ettigini belirtmistir. DEAS, ISID’in
Arapcasinin (ad-Dawlah al-1slamiyah fil-‘lragwaash-Sham) ilk
harflerinden olusmaktadir (Yeni Akit, 2014). Bu duyarlihgi, ashinda
Erdogan’dan once Fransa gostermistir. Once Fransa Digisleri Bakan
Laurent Fabius, sonra da Fransa Cumhurbaskani Hollande “Islam
Devleti” yerine DAESH terimi kullanmaya baslamistir (Posta, 2014).

Cumhurbagkam1 ~ Erdogan'm  ardindan,  Genelkurmay
Bagkanhg da, DEAS terimini kullanmaya  baslamistir
(Demokrathaber.org, 2015). Ote yandan, Disisleri Bakanhg da, bir
genelgeyle Orgutin Arapca orijinal adinda (Devlet’il Islamiyyefi’l
Irak ve’s Sam) yer alan Islam kelimesini ¢ikararak orgiitiin adim
Devletiil Irak ve’s Sam (DEAS) olarak degistirmis, ancak
yazismalarda ac¢iliminin kullanilmasindan imtina edilmesi istenmistir
(Sabah.com.tr, 2015). Disisleri Bakanhgr’nin 11 Arahk 2014 tarihli
genelgesinde “lrak-Sam Islam Devleti’ i¢in Tiirk¢e yazismalarda
bundan boyle ‘DEAS’ (acilimi: Devlet’iil Irak ve’s Sam) kisaltmasinin
kullamlmasi, yazigsmalarda acihmin kullamlmasindan imtina
edilmesi, Ingilizce yazigmalarda ise ‘DEASH’ kisaltmasina yer
verilmesi Makam tarafindan uygun goériilmiistiir.”(Glveng, 2015)
ifadesi yer almigtir. Konuya iligkin olarak, Cumhuriyet gazetesinde yer
alan yoruma (Guveng, 2015) gore ise, genelgeyle hem drgattn orijinal
ad1 degistirilmis, hem de uluslararas: literatiirde olmayan yeni bir
kisaltma (DEAS) olusturulmustur. Bununla birlikte, Daisisleri
Bakanligi (2019c) internet sayfasinda “Tiirkiye’nin Yabanci Terorist
Savascilarla Miicadelesi” baglhkh bilgilendirmede, hep DAES
kullanilmigtir.
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Konuya iliskin olarak “(...) Can ciger kuzu sarmasi oldugumuz
yillarda (...) Suriye Devlet Baskanimin adi Esad’di. Aramiz
bozulunca, Suriye'de i¢ savas cikinca, Ankara i¢ savasin tarafi
olunca Esad bir gecede Esed olmustu.. (...) ISID de DEAS oldu..”
diyen Mehmet Tezkan’a (2014) gore ise, bu yaklasimin baska amaclar
da vardir: “(...) Birincisi; ISID palazlanmirken Ankara'dan destek
gordii iddialarina nester atmak.. ISID7 oldiiriip DEASa gecis
yapilirken, ISID iizerindeki spekiilasyonlar: da bitirmek.. Ikincisi;
ISID’in yerine DEAS koyarak yabancilastirmak.. Uclinctisii; ISID
yerine DEAS diyerek yeni bir orgiitmiis havast yaratmak..
Dordiinciisii; ISID, DEAS yaparak Sunni kesimlerde olusturdugu
sempatiyi kirmak.. "Tezkan’a (2014), net bir bicimde s6z konusu
orgiitin  adim degistirmenin  gercegi  degistirmeyecegini
savunmaktadir: “(...) Adina ne dersek diyelim; ISID gecmisi ve
gelecegiyle birlikte kapimizin oniinde.. Stmirimizin dibinde.. Adim
degistirebiliriz ama bu gercegi degistiremeyiz..”. Ayni yonde bir
goriise sahip olan Atilla Dorsay (2016) da, tepkisini “DAIS veya DAES
deseniz de, Islam sozciigii kelimenin icinde var. Ismi degistirerek
ondan kurtulamazsiniz.” bigiminde ifade etmistir.

Bunlara karsihk, Agar, sozi edilen oOrgiite yeni bir ad
onermistir. Agar, soz konusu orgiit i¢cin en dogru adin ISTO (Irak-Sam
Teror Orgiti) ya da ILTO (lrak-Levant Teror Orgiitii) olmasi
gerektigini belirterek, tartismaya yeni bir boyut getirmistir (Sozct,
2016).

Atay (2017) ise, tartismalara medya agisindan da bakarak, bir
ornek olarak Hiurriyet’i elestirmistir: “(...) Hiirriyete (...) baktum, iic
giin onceki niishasina (3 Subat 2017) ve memnuniyetle gérdim Ki
Cumhurbaskanimin izinde artk ‘DEAS’ kullammu oturmus!.. ‘51
DEAS’hh olii’ bashklh bir haber; icinde ‘Suriye’de DEAS1 yok
edilmesi...” lafz1 gecen Hande Firat haberi; ve yine ‘teror orgiitii
DEAS’a yonelik...” ifadeli Ugur Ergan haberi... Hepsi aym sayfada
‘tutarlica’ karsimizda... Taha Akyol bile daha once Arapca adin
Latin alfabesi iizerinden dogru kisaltmasit olan DAIS kullamimim
artik ‘DEAS’ olarak ‘diizeltmis’. O da aym sayfada... Tebrikler!..”

Biitin bu tartismalar, beraberinde bir mutabakati
getirmemistir. Daha da ilging¢ olan, bu konuda degisiklik isteyenlerin
bile tutarh olduklarmm1 sOylemek miimkiin degildir. Zira
Cumhurbagkanmi Erdogan, 2016 yih Kurban Bayrami mesajinda
“DAIS” (tceb.gov.tr., 2016), Genelkurmay Baskanm Akar (tsk.tr., 2016)
ise 2016 Kurban Bayrami mesajinda “DAES” terimini kullanmigtir.

Konuya iliskin yakin tarihli elestirilerden biri, 22 Kasim
2017°de, Rusya'nin Sogi sehrinde Cumhurbagkani Erdogan, Rusya
Devlet Bagkani Putin ve Iran Cumhurbaskani Ruhaninin yaptig
Suriye zirvesinin hemen Oncesinde Rusya’ya giden Esad'in “Biz
gecmise bakmak istemiyoruz. Siyasi baris slrecinde isteyen
herkesle diyalog kurmaya hazirim.” demesi Uzerine gelmistir.
Zirvenin yapildif1 saatlerde, bir Fransiz televizyonuna roportaj
veren Cumhurbaskanligi Sozcilisii Ibrahim Kalin’in, Turkiye'nin
Suriye politikasinin temel ilkelerinden birinin Suriye'yi bir arada
tutmak oldugunu ifade etmesini Ozkok (2017), “Suriye’'nin toprak
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biitiinliigiinii kim saglayabilir? Sizce Esad’dan baska bir ihtimal
varmi... Durum boyleyse, Ibrahim Kalin’a su soruyu soracagim. ‘O
zaman Fransiz TV'sine verdiginiz milakatta durup dururken, niye
ondan yine ‘Esed’ diye sb6z etmeye basladiniz?” ifadeleriyle
elestirmistir. Ozkok (2017), Kaln’a yonelik olarak “Acaba o
televizyona konugsmadan once Esad'in Moskova ziyaretinden ve
orada soyledigi sozlerden haberdar olsayd, yine Esed der miydi?”
demistir. Ozkok’iin bu ifadeleri, siyasette tek bir harf degisikliginin
hic de kiigimsenecek bir hareket tarzi olmadigini gostermektedir.

Merve Sebnem Oruc¢ (2017) da, “Arapca’daki soyleyisine en
yakin hali oldugu icin ben Dais demeyi tercih ediyorum” diyerek,
konuya bakisim ifade etmistir: “Nasil ki ISID, Tiirk¢e’de ‘Trak ve Sam
Islam Devleti'nin bag harflerinden olusan kisaltmas1 ve Bati’da
kullamlan ISIS kelimesi aym ifadenin Ingilizce kisaltmasiysa,
Tiirkcede DAIS (Daeg/Deas) olarak telaffuz ettifimiz kelime de,
Arapcasi ‘El Devle el Islamiye fil Irak ve’l Sam’ olan aym ifadenin
Arapca kisaltmasinin Latin alfabesiyle yazilisi. Arapc¢a’daki sdyleyisine
en yakin hali oldugu icin ben Dais demeyi tercih ediyorum.” (Orucg,
2017).

Fransa Cumhurbagkani Francois Hollande, ABD Dusisleri
Bakani John Kerry ve Avustralya Bagbakani Tony Abbottun, “DAIS”
kelimesini uluslararas1 alanda ilk zikredenler olduklarini belirten
Orug (2017), bununla birlikte, bu kisilerin bu kelimeyi kullanmakta da
1srarct olmadiklarini séylemektedir. Orug (2017), yasanan durumu ise
soyle ozetlemektedir: “Dais’e ‘Dais’ diyerek onlar1 soylem olarak da
hedef tahtasina oturtmaya devam eden ve bu konuda inat eden bir tek
Recep Tayyip Erdogan oldu; bu inat sayesinde Tiirkiye’de
Dais/Deas/Daes gibi teror orgiitiinii rahatsiz eden kelime Ak Parti’yi
destekleyenler arasinda yayginlasti ve yerlesti. Ancak buna da
Tiirkiye’deki muhalefet ve Erdogan muhalifleri karsi ¢ikt1.”

Fakat her nedense Orug, yazisinin baghginda, Cumhurbaskani
Erdogan gibi DEAS demeyi degil, “Daes” demeyi tercih ederek,
yazisimin baghgim “Neden ISID degil de Daes diyoruz?” bigciminde
belirlemistir. Bununla birlikte, daha da ilging bir bicimde, biitiin
yazisinda “DAIS” kelimesini kullanmistir.

Sonug

Konuya iligkin tartigmalar hakkinda, iki basit ve kisa saptama
yapmak miimkiindiir. Birinci olarak, Tiirkiye’de yapilan tartismalarin,
Tiirkiye disinda yapilanlardan ve Tiirkiye’nin disariyla yaptiklarindan
daha fazla oldugu soylenebilir ki, bu ilging¢ bir durumdur.

ikinci olarak ise, dili bu bicimde kullanmanin, sonucu
beklenilen bigimde degistirdigi pek sOylenemez; Dile miidahaleler,
kelimelerle oynamalar istenilen sonuglari vermemistir. Biitiin bu
zorlamalara karsin, Ornegin, 2019 yih itibariyle, iktidara yakin
gazetelerde bile (Sabah, 2019 ve Milliyet, 2019), -Cumhurbaskani
Erdogan’in tercih ve dikte ettigi bicimde DEAS degil- DAES biciminde
kullanimlar s6z konusudur.
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Toplumlarin farkli dillere sahip olmasi, dogal olarak
aralarindaki iletisimi zorlagtiran bir unsurdur. Bununla birlikte, dilin
siyasal saiklerle bilincli olarak farklilagtirilmasi bile rastlanilabilen bir
durumdur. Toplumsal konularda spekiilasyon yapmak anlamh ve
dogru degildir, fakat herhalde soylenebilir ki, diinyadaki biitiin
insanlar ayni dili konussalardi, aralarindaki sorunlarin bir kismini
yasamazlardi.

Dilin “boliicii” ozelligi olmasia karsin, ulus ve ulus-devlet
temelinde “birlestirici” bir o0zelligi de vardir. Bu anlamda, diinyanin
en kadim kavimlerinden biri olan Tiirklerin binlerce yillik
tarihlerinde, dinleri dahil kimliklerine dair bircok unsur degisiklige
ugrarken, dilleri (konusma dili) hemen hic degismemistir. Bu
baglamda da Tiirkgenin, Tiirkleri bu kadar uzun siire bir arada tutan
ve son yiizyllda modern anlamda uluslagsmalarim ve Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti'nin bir ulus-devlet olmasini saglayan en 6énemli unsur
oldugu soylenebilir.

Dilin, giiclii bir egemenlik ifadesi ve araci olarak da 6nemli bir

isleve sahip olmasi, dis politika agisindan tartisma yaratabilmektedir
ki, bu Tiirk dis politikasi i¢in de gecerlidir.
Hayatin, ihtiya¢ oldugu zaman, kelimeleri ortaya cikarmasi ve
bicimlendirmesi dogaldir ve bu zaten genel olarak boyledir. Ancak,
kelimelerin hayati bicimlendirdigi bir duruma doniismesi, yani
kelimelerin esiri olmak, anlamh ve saglikh degildir. Kelimeler, siyaset
acisindan da anlam tasirlar; ancak siyaset, kelimelere
indirgenemeyecek kadar da 6énemli ve buytk bir olgudur. Durum
bdyle olmakla birlikte, Tirkiye'de bazen tek bir kelime Uzerinde(n)
biiyiik tartismalar yasanmakta, kelimelerden bile medet umulmakta,
onlara gereginden fazla anlam yiiklenmektedir. Bu, bir nebze kabul
edilebilirse de, 6te yandan, bazen degil tek kelimenin, tek bir harfin
bile kriz yarattigi da bir gercektir. Bazen, bir harf bile, “hisim” iken
“hasim” olunmasina neden olabilmektedir. Tiirkiye, dis politikasinda
da zaman zaman boyle durumlarla karsi karsiya kalmaktadir. Ancak,
her zaman yogun ve zor bir giindeme sahip olan Tiirkiye'nin, dis
politikasinda, tek bir kelime, hatta bir harf yiiziinden yeni sorunlarla
ve krizlerle kars1 karsiya kalmasi pek de rasyonel degildir. Ote
yandan, tiim devletlerin oldugu gibi Tiirkiye'nin de vazgecemeyecegi
ve ulusal cikarlar1 acisindan hayati olan bazi konularda o6diin
vermemesi, fakat bu noktada dengeli ve makul bir yaklagimla hareket
etmesi de, saglikl bir dis politika acisindan bir zorunluluktur.

Extended Abstract

Language is one of the essential tools in politics. For this
reason, as in the case of interhuman communication, the language is a
basic element for states in expressing themselves. It is the fact that
having different languages not only complicates the interaction
among societies but also creates problems. The language used by
states in their foreign policies is also essential elements to implement
their policies and achieve their goals. For their foreign policy
purposes, it is believed that the language used by the states is original
or should be so. To that end, the language is sometimes differentiated,
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and even different formats, contents, and meanings are ascribed to
words.

In Turkish foreign policy, the problems can be seen because of
various attempts to call some names differently. In this sense, there
have been discussions on words in recent years. These debates are
sometimes experienced as a result of changing the nhame, naming it
differently, labelling it in a negative manner, pronouncing the name
differently, not-to-mention the name, and especially haming, which
is the means and statement of sovereignty. In this context, it is also
possible to say that changing the name of a person, an event, a
situation, naming it differently, or recalling it as a negative notion are
tactics used in foreign policy as well as in domestic politics.

In this study, two cases are examined. The first is the
discussion on what the Syrian President's surname is, or how it
should be pronounced. The debate on his surname was started in
2012 when Recep Tayyip Erdogan, President of the Republic of
Turkey, pronounced it as "Esed" during his term in the office of the
Prime Minister. Afterwards, subsequent prime ministers, ministers,
deputies from the ruling party, state institutions such as TRT, AA
(Anadolu Agency) and the media organisations close to the ruling
party started to pronounce the word in the same way. Nevertheless,
the opposition argued that once the relations between Turkey and
Syria were good, "Esad" was used, but once the relations between the
two countries were worsened, "Esed" was preferred. The most
interesting aspect of "Esad" debate is that it experienced in Turkey
despite its connection with foreign policy.

The other discussion is related to the name of the terrorist
organisation called "ISID", the short-term of Islamic State of Iraq and
al-Sham. The so-called “ISID" debate has created a serious agenda for
that time, albeit in Turkey. As of today, this debate is no longer in
question. Although the debate mostly occurred between government
and opposition in Turkey, it had an external characteristic as well.
However, the discussions did not follow the course that Turkey
appeared as the only one side of the debate. There have been low-level
discussions on the subject in the international environment as well.

The terrorist organisation is known as "ISID" has been
recognised with this name in the international environment and
Turkey in general in the beginning. Later, the abbreviation of this
terrorist organisation was named and mentioned in different forms
such as "DEAS", "DAES", or "DAIS". This different naming has
become so important that it has been a serious determinant of foreign
policy. However, public debate has gained an increasingly popular
dimension over time but occurred as meaningless and unnecessary
content.

The main objection to the use of “ISID" is the existence of the
word Islam in it. President Erdogan, who had previously used the
term "ISID", started to use the term "DEAS" since 2014 as he was
against the connotation of the terrorist organisation with Islam. Then,
the General Staff of and Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Turkey began to use the term "DEAS". Later on, a large section of the
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media and columnists, especially those who close to the ruling party,
acted in the same way and started to avoid using "ISID". In addition
to the official institutions, many media organisations and members of
the media have tried not to use the word "ISID". Using a single
abbreviation instead of "ISID" could not be achieved and words like
"DEAS", "DAES", or "DAIS" appeared.

In the context of these two examples, it is possible to make two
inference related to the subject. First, the debates experienced in
Turkey are pointless and unnecessary since they are foreign policy
issues. Secondly, it is a fact that it is not possible to developing
policies and achieving political goals by using words.

Turkish is the most important factor since it has bound Turks,
one of the most ancient nations in the world, over thousands of years
throughout their history and served them to obtain the national
identity and help the Republic of Turkey to emerge as a nation-state
in the modern sense. Functioning as a powerful means and reflection
of sovereignty, language can create a debate over foreign policy, which
is also true for Turkish foreign policy.

Words also have a meaning in terms of politics; however,
politics is an essential and significant phenomenon that cannot be
reduced to words. While it is the case, the great debates sometimes
take place in Turkey on a single word, even hope was attached to the
power of the words, and another meaning was attributed to them. It is
not rational that Turkey, which has already a heavy foreign policy
agenda, confronts with new problems and crises because of a single
word, or even a single letter. Still, Turkey cannot abandon and make
concessions on some issues that are vital for its national interest, but
it is inevitable to act with a balanced and reasonable approach.
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arap-613043/
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https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/erdogan-iside-neden-
deas-dedigini-acikladi-34767.html
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Erisim: http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/yazarlar/ deniz-
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1Bu diizeyde olmasa da, kelimelerin, neredeyse bir “masumiyet karinesi”
olarak kullamilmasi bile s6z konusudur. Yirminci yiizyilin basinda, biitiin
diinyada adi “savas bakanlig1” ya da benzeri olan biitiin birimlerin, bugiin
“savunma bakanligi” adini tagimalari, bu anlamda carpict bir o6rnektir.
Ornegin, son yiizyilda, Birlesik Krallik’daki “The War Office” “The Ministry
of Defence”, Amerika Birlesik Devletlerindeki “War Department”
“Department of Defence”, Osmanlh Devleti'ndeki “Harbiye Nezareti”, Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti'nde “Milli Savunma Bakanlig1” haline gelmistir. Kelimelere
bakilacak olursa, hi¢ kimse savagsmamaktadir(!), herkes savunma
durumundadar.

2 Birand ve Yal¢cinn (2001) birlikte yazdiklar1 kitabin adimin The Ozal
olmasi, herhalde bu duruma bir géndermedir.

3Bogazici Kopriisi'nlin adinin 15 Temmuz Sehitler Kopriisii olarak
degistirilmesini, yeni adin tutmayacagini iddia ederek, genel olarak
Tiirkiye'deki yer, mekan ve kamusal yapilarinin adlarimin degistirilmesini
elestiren bir goriis olarak bkz. Ozcan (2016).

4 (Ozel Kuvvetler Komutanhg mensubu astsubay Omer Halisdemir, 15
Temmuz'da sehit olmasina karsin, darbe girisiminin basarisiz olmasi
yoniinde olaylarin seyrini degistiren kisilerden biri olmustur. Memleketinin
Nigde olmasi nedeniyle de adi1 bu ildeki iiniversiteye verilmistir.

SFahreddin Pasa (1868-1948), Birinci Diinya Savasinin son zamanlarinda,
tarihe gececek bicimde Medine’yi savunmustur.
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Kelimelerin Giicii: Tiirk Dig Politikasinda Séylem

6Cadde ve sokak adlar degistirmek, Tiirkiye'ye 6zgii degildir, bagka iilkelerde
de oOrnekleri olan bir dis politika tavridir. Deniz Zeyrek (2018), bu
degistirmelerin yapildig1 giinlerde, konuya iligkin diinyadan cesitli 6rnekler
vermigtir:

“Gecen hafta Moskova'da ABD Biiyiikel¢iliginin yamindaki bir
sokagin isminin ‘Kuzey Amerika Cikmazi’ olarak degistirilmesi onerildi.
Oneri sagct Rus milletvekili Mikhail Degtyaryov’dan geldi.

Ocak aymmin basinda ABD'nin baskenti Washington'da da benzer
bir olay yasandi. Sehir Konseyi, Wisconsin Avenueda Rusya
Biiytikel¢iligi'nin bulundugu boliimiin adim Boris Nemtsov Plaza olarak
degistirdi. Rus muhalefetinin énemli isimlerinden biri olan Nemtsov,
2015’te Kremlin yakinlarinda éldiirtilmiistii.

1980’lerde Soguk Savas doneminde, Rusya, Nobel 6diillii niikleer
fizik¢i Sakharov’u tutuklayinca ABD yoénetimi Washington'daki Rus
Bilyiikelciligi'nin oniindeki alana Sakharov Plaza ismini vermisti.

ABD’de Cin Biiyiikel¢iliginin oldugu sokaga Cinli muhalif Liu
Xiaobo'nun ismi verilmek istenmisti. Cinliler aminda misilleme yapmus,
Pekin’deki ABD Biiyiikelciligi'nin isminin, ABD’nin gizli belgelerini ifsa eden
Edvard Snovden’a atifla ‘Snovden’ olarak degistirilmesini tartismaya
acmigt.

Irlanda Kurtulus .C)rgiitii (IRA) iiyesi Bobby Sands aclk grevinde
oliince, Tahran'da iinlii Ingiliz politikact Winston Churcill'in ismi Ingiliz
Biiyiikelciligi'nin bulundugu sokaktan alinmst.

Tahran yoénetimi Suudi Arabistan Biiyiikelciligi'nin bulundugu
caddeye de Suudi Arabistanin oldiirdiigii Sii din adami Seyh Nimr al
Nimr’in ismini vermigti.

Vietnam Savast stirerken Hindistan bir sokaga ABD ile savasan
Vietnamhlarin lideri Ho Si Minh’in ismini vermisti.

Bu liste uzayip gider. New York Times gazetesi 14 Mart giinii
‘Provokatif sokak isimleri Soguk Savas pratiklerini cagristiriyor’ baghkh
haberinde, yakinda Rusya’'da sokaklara Kim Jong-un (Kuzey Kore), Fidel
Castro (Kuba), Muammer Kaddafi (Libya), Saddam Huseyin (lrak) gibi
ABD ile hep catigmis liderlerin isimlerinin verilebilecegine, benzer
adimlarin baska iilkelerde de artabilecegine dikkat ¢ekiyor.”

"Today we commemorate the Meds Yeghern, one of the worst mass atrocities
of the 20th century, when one and a half million Armenians were deported,
massacred, or marched to their deaths in the final years of the Ottoman
Empire. Were call the horrific events of 1915 and grieve for the lives lost and
the many who suffered.(U.S. Embassy and Consultates in Turkey, 2018).

8Bu konuda bir elestiri i¢in bkz. Tastekin (2014).

9 Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi’nin, parti tiizligliniin iiciincii maddesine gore,
kisaltilmis adi AK Parti’'dir (akparti.org.tr, 2019). Bu calismada da, bu
kisaltma kullamilmigtir.

10 PKK, tek bir adla amlmamaktadir. Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Disisleri
Bakanhigi'na gore “Abdullah Ocalanin lideri oldugu KCK, PKK ile aym
orgtittiir. KCK Iran’da PJAK, Irak’ta Tavgari Azadi, Suriye’de de PYD/YPG
olarak adlandirilmaktadir.” (Disisleri Bakanligi, 2019a)

11 Bu konudaki degisik zamanlardaki tartismalar i¢in bkz. ornegin, Giiller,
(2011), Basaran (2013) ve Engin (2016).

12“Rejim Devlet Baskani Besar Esad, Rejim Basbakam imad Kamis, Rejim
Dagisleri Bakani Velid Muallem” (Disigleri Bakanhgi, 2019g).

2019




NOVUS ORBIS

» o«

13Suriye’de yasananlar, diinyada ve Tiirkiye’de “savas”, “i¢ savas”, “devlet
terorii”, “rejimin mubhalifler {izerindeki baskis1”, “rejim ile mubhalifler
arasindaki gatisma”, “rejim siddeti”, “rejim siddetinin yol actigr kiyim” gibi
gesitli bicimlerde adlandirilmaktadir. Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Disisleri
Bakanlig ise, bagkalar tarafindan pek de kullanilmayan bir bicimde, “ihtilaf”
kelimesini kullanmay1 tercih etmektedir. Ihtilaf, TDK Biiyiik Tiirkce
Sozlik'te “ayrilik, anlagmazhik, aykirilik, uyusmazhik” anlamlarina

gelmektedir.

14Bu kullanimlar i¢in 6rnegin bkz. Disigleri Bakanhigi (2019b) ve Disisleri
Bakanlig1 (2019g).

15Bkz. Sternve Berger (2015: 8-11);Sanchez, (2017).
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Abstract

In today’s world, it is hard to mention domestic problems due to
globalization. Besides, technological improvements provide new
opportunities such as accessibility and social media. Under these
circumstances, terrorist groups easily make propaganda to seek
support and mobilise their followers against states. Since the 9/11,
terrorism is being discussed heavily and continuously. Unilateral
actions against terrorism make global governance more complicated
as legitimacy is ignored and no consensus occurs. Terrorism and
transnational organised crimes have many aspects that must be
analysed to understand contemporary global issues. In the case of
authority gaps, international organisations have to take action to
create a solution. Otherwise, new terrorist organisations might
emerge from conflictual areas and transnational organised crimes can
fund their illegal activities. Although the United Nations (UN) is
supposed to be mainly responsible for solving global problems, it is
hard to say that UN bodies generate respectable solutions on global
issues including terrorism and organised crimes. Furthermore, there
is no clear definition of terrorism which enables sovereign states to
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interpret terrorism and terrorist groups according to their interests.
Generally, states tend to be part of the problem rather than being part
of the solution. Thus, global governance faces severe challenges in
managing conflicts. This article focuses on these challenges.

Keywords: Terrorism, Transnational Organized Crimes, The United
Nations, Global Governance, The September 11 Attacks

Terrorizm ve Ulusotesi Organize Suclarin Kiiresel
Yonetisimi: Zorluklar ve Karmasikliklar

Oz

Kiiresellesme nedeniyle artik problemlerin  yerel olarak
nitelendirilmesi miimkiin olmamaktadir. Bunun yaninda, teknolojik
gelismeler, erisim kolayhig1 ve sosyal medya gibi yeni imkanlar
sunmaktadir. Biitiin bunlar géz oniline alindiginda, terdrist gruplar
daha once goriilmemis bir kolaylikla propaganda yapip, takipgilerini
yonlendirebilmektedirler. 11 Eyliil saldirilarindan bu yana, terorizm
tartismalar1 ve calismalar iizerine yogunlasma devam etmektedir.
Terorizme kars: tek tarafli cabalar mesruiyet eksikligi ve meselelere
¢ozlim baglaminda uzlagsma olmamasi dolayisiyla kiiresel yonetisimi
daha karmasik hale getirmektedir. Giincel kiiresel meselelerin daha iyi
anlagilabilmesi adina teror ve simir asir1 organize suclarin etraflica
analiz edilmesi gerekmektedir. Olusabilecek otorite bosluklarina
¢oziim iiretme adma uluslararasi orgiitler harekete gecmek
zorundadir. Aksi halde, yeni terorist orgiitlerin tartismali bolgelerden
ortaya c¢ikacak ve sinir asir1 organize suglar dolayisiyla elde edilen
gelirlerin bu orgiitlerin eylemlerini finanse edecektir. Her ne kadar
Birlesmis Milletlerin kiiresel problemlere ¢oziim iiretmesi gereken
kurum oldugu diistintilse de, BM organlarinin terorizm ve sinir agan
suclar Ozelinde etkili oldugunu soylemek zor olacaktir. Bunun
Otesinde, terérizm taniminin ne oldugu noktasinda netligin olmamasi,
egemen devletlere cikarlarina gore bir terorizm tanmimi yapmalaria
imkan saglamaktadir. Genellikle devletler ¢oziimiin parcasi olmak
yerine problemin bir parcasi olma egilimindedirler. Boylece, kiiresel
yonetisim catismalarin ¢Oziime kavusmasi noktasinda ciddi
zorluklarla karsilagsmaktadir. Bu calisma bu zorluklar {izerine
odaklanmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Terrdrizm, Ulusotesi Organize Suclar,
Birlesmis Milletler, Kiiresel Yonetisim, 11 Eyliil Saldirisi
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Introduction

It is undeniable that both terrorism and organised
crimes are currently global issues. Violence and illegal
activities have a background that can be traced back to
human history. However, globalisation has changed the
magnitude of illegal activities on a global level. It is also
noteworthy to indicate that there are other reasons behind the
support on terrorist groups such as human mobilisation from
national borders and poverty but not counted as crime promoting
terrorism. Hence, it is evident that different aspects have existed in
this issue. The United Nations is the primary actor tackling this
global issue which is multidimensional. It is questionable to
advocate that international organisations are successful in
struggling with terrorism. Instead, it is easily seen that
violence gradually increases especially in particular areas of the
world. As proof of this, the number of books, which have the
main topic and title as “terrorism” began to increase dramatically
just after the Cold War, particularly following the 9/11 attacks.

Furthermore, new terrorist groups emerged such as ISIS
and YPG after the invasion of lraq and the longstanding Syrian
civil war. Although these terrorist groups fight each other, as well
as the fight against states so they learn tactics and terrorist
methods from each other. These terrorist groups afford the
expenditure of their terrorist actions mostly by having
transnational crime links. The struggle against terrorism will not
be instrumental as long as the revenue of terrorist groups is not
cut off. It is suspicious that international organisations and
international law (mainly the UN and its organs) can overcome
terrorism and transnational organised crimes adequately
due to the lack of capacity. Another problem is the structure
of the UN; in particular, the UN Security Council.
Permanent members of the Security Council have veto power and

This paper is aimed to indicate whether global governance is
successful or not regarding the relationship between transnational
crime and terrorism. Moreover, it will be criticised via the historical
method. There are some sections to explain the global governance of
terrorism. In the first two section, terrorism and organised crimes are
strived to analyse; the difficulty of making a generally accepted
definition of terrorism is endeavoured to highlight, and the
relationship between terrorism and organised crimes is aimed to
illustrate. Then, 9/11 and its consequences are discussed. In the
following section, the UN and its organs are sought to examine in
terms of their effectiveness. Finally, the challenges to the global
governance of terrorism are explained. The primary argument of this

2019




Global Governance of Terrorism and Transnational Organized Crimes

paper is that global governance of terrorism and transnational
organised crimes is insufficient.

1) Terrorism

Terrorism is shallowly considered as an act of violence against
innocent people or non-combatants. However, it is more than
violence as people or groups who take part in terrorism have an
agenda to “achieve political goals by using coercive intimidation”
(Primoratz, 2004, p.16). Thus, terrorism has to be seen as a method
and tactic. Furthermore, it should be underlined that not every
violence is terrorism. Although terrorism contains violence, some
violent acts such as civil war and banditry cannot be described as
terrorism (Laqueur, 2000, p.8). Moreover, it is worth mentioning that
making a definition of terrorism is difficult and changeable according
to various perspectives. Similar events might be described in different
ways. For example, PKK is widely known as a terrorist organisation
due to its bloody attacks on civilians; however, its militants are called
as “Kurdish rebels” especially by Western media (Raghavan, 2007).
Likewise, Bush preferred to call people who attacked the Twin Towers
“Islamic terrorists” and “Islamofascists” to display his position and
express his mood toward the extremists. Others have analogically
called them “suicide murderers” and “suicide terrorists”. Despite all,
people from the Arab/Islamic World who have sympathy for those
"suicide murderers" use the term "martyrs" to describe those people
(Gupta, 2008, p.6). Therefore, it can be said that terrorism and
terrorist groups could be named and approached variously according
to different perspectives and interests.

Terrorism is a kind of “unique form of violence” (Guelke,
2009, p.18). It does not make a distinction between victims.
Terrorists are just focusing on their targets what they have in their
minds (Coady, 2004, p.7). Terrorism as a method does not
discriminate between the innocent and the guilty. Ignoring any
discrimination while using violence is the most diagnostic feature of
terrorism. However, this does not mean that terrorist attacks are
being made randomly, these attacks are indeed quite selective.
Terrorism and its tool, violence, are not against people or the
innocent all the time, the destruction of property may also be counted
as terrorism (Primoratz, 2004, p.17-21). Terrorism includes several
methods, furthermore, it renews its tactics to manipulate public
opinion and achieve political goals.

According to Kiras (2011), as terrorism has various subjective
definitions, types of terrorism vary from one interpreter to another.
Nevertheless, it is possible to divide terrorist groups into four classes,
which are leftist terrorists, rightist terrorists, separatist terrorist, and
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religious extremist terrorists. However, this kind of classifications
might not be useful always. Terrorist groups can be shaped by many
effects such as region, regime, political history, and even climate.

It was the first time that the term "terrorism™ is mentioned in
a study conducted by the League of Nations. The term "terrorism" is
originated from the Latin word "terror”, which means the emotional
state of extreme fear (Crenshaw, 2011, p.21). Nevertheless, it is not
enough to make the term clear, "terrorism" is still a confusing and
controversial subject (Gupta, 2008, p.7). Each terrorist act contains
violence. However, violence can also be used for other reasons.
Therefore, any action needs to be considered much more than
violence. Terrorism can be conducted for political reasons but also as
a result of criminal and extreme psychological motivations
(Primoratz, 2004, p.24). Terrorist organisations can place easily in
the region where tragic situations had occurred as it is seen in Iraq
and Syria. Consequently, it can be said that people without political
motivations might support terrorist organisations due to their
psychological situation.

Terrorism, as a new threat, “posed by non-state actors”
(Heywood, 2007, p.137). By the globalisation process, the distinction
between global and local has been less critical. States need to have
international support to overcome problems even if they seem
domestic. Because the security problem is currently a global issue; in
other words, it is beyond the state (Abrahamsen & Williams, 2011,
p.217). Moreover, terrorism is beyond interstate relations. The
experience of two world wars showed that international peace and
security is the essential precondition of the stability of international
organisations. As a result of World War 11, the League of Nations
failed. Terrorism currently is the biggest threat to international peace
and security. Hence, the UN is struggling against terrorist activities to
make the international system more sustainable. There are three
main UN actors concerning international peace and security, which
are the General Assembly, Security Council, and Secretary General
(Boulden, 2007, p.427).

Many terrorist groups improve their financial capability
through illegal and criminal activities. The main aim of these groups
is not to make much money and have comfortable lives, they are
rather trying to survive and acquire weapons to pursue their activities.
There have been organised crimes for centuries, but it has reached
unprecedented levels as the drug trade and other new forms of crimes
regarding economic gains increase dramatically. Moreover, the
earnings from illegal activities give opportunities to terrorist
organisations to spread their objectives all over the world (Laqueur,
2000, p.210-11). The technical capabilities of terrorist groups have
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been increased by globalisation. Technological improvements have
given opportunities to terrorist groups to plan and conduct their
operations worldwide (Kiras, 2011, p.372). Indeed, terrorist groups
use social media as a weapon to spread their propaganda around the
world. Thus, it can be advocated that states and international
organisations have to cooperate against terrorism due to the
difficulties in struggling with a new phenomenon that does not have
borders and limits.

The research about terrorism is, almost inevitable, based on
the variety of crimes (Madsen, 2009, p.62). Terrorist organisations
and similar groups who use terrorism as a tool to achieve political
goals benefiting from transnational organised crimes, which can be
considered as a global security threat (Berdal & Serrano, 2002, p.197).
This relationship shows that organised crimes feeding terrorism and
both of them threaten global security. In this context, the emerging
essential question is whether the international community and
international organisations, in particular, the UN, are successful or
not?

2) Transnational Organized Crimes

Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime (CATOC)
was adopted by General Assembly resolution 55/25 on November 15t
2000. It is the leading international instrument to respond to
transnational organised crime. The CATOC focuses on international
cooperation to battle against transnational organised crime and its
global networks (Williams & O’Hayon, 2002, p.136). Furthermore, it
is supported by three further supplementary protocols that aim at
specific areas to prevent crimes. These protocols are planning to fight
mainly three kinds of organised crimes, which are human trafficking,
especially women and children; illegal manufacturing and trafficking
in firearms; and the smuggling of migrants by land, sea, and air.
Being parties to the convention is a precondition to be parties to the
protocols (UNODC, 2012).

Globalisation is the main contributor to organized crime as the
drug trade, human trafficking, and human mobilisation are facilitated
by the globalization process. On the other hand, there are other
reasons such as civil wars and state failures that give opportunities for
criminal actors as well as terrorism (Berdal & Serrano, 2002, p.198).
It is not surprising that one illegal actor might use the methodology of
the other one, so terrorism and the organised crime have similarities.
Terrorism uses illicit ways such as drug trafficking, extortion,
criminal abduction, and armed robbery, which can be called
organised crime to fund their operations, while organized crime uses
the terrorist methodology to "send messages" as intimidation.
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Besides, there are many samples where terrorist organisations and
organised criminals may cooperate. The Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia (FARC) in Colombia, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) in Sri Lanka, and the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
in Turkey are some of those examples (Madsen, 2009, p.64).
According to the UN CATOC, organised crime, which is committed by
a structured group of three or more people, is a serious crime and
offence that targets to obtain, directly or indirectly, financial or other
kinds of benefits (Madsen, 2009, p.127). Defining the problem is a
precondition to resolve the problem. However, it is questionable that
the UN and its organs are able to define problems comprehensively. It
cannot be thought that trouble can be solved without determining its
borders precisely. International law might be successful as much as
its capability in response to international conflicts. At the moment,
the main challenge that the UN faces is the definition of the problems
efficiently.

Organised crime networks and terrorist groups are
increasingly supporting each other. Their ability to damage law-
abiding communities is strengthened by conventional weapons
currently. Furthermore, it might not be a prophecy that nuclear
weapons and other weapons of mass destruction will be used by these
illegal groups in the future. The destruction of the criminal network is
crucial to fight against terrorist groups before they have opportunities
that states already have. It is known that particularly in South Asia
and the Middle East, a range of criminal and terrorist organisations
have collaborated in transnational operations. In the Middle East and
South Asia, criminal groups are firmly related to terrorist groups
through drug trafficking. Earnings from illegal drug trade encourage
both criminal and terrorist activity. The connections between the
crime and terrorist organisations let terrorist networks expand their
operations globally through criminal sources, money laundering and
transit routes (Lal, 2005).

It might be beneficial to mention the term "narcoterrorism" to
symbolise how terrorism and transnational organised crime networks
complete each other. The term that swiftly became very popular was
coined by Peruvian President Belaunde Terry in 1983.
“Narcoterrorism” provides a more critical and specific study of drug
links among terrorist and rebellious groups (Schmid, 2004, p.3).
Apart from conspiracy theories, such as intelligence services feeding
these groups, it is impossible to clarify funding of terrorism without
mentioning drug trade. Moreover, a voluntary contribution cannot be
the sole reason that sustains terrorist groups.

Organised crime can be considered as a global problem.
Almost half of the US citizens see organised crime as a serious
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problem to public safety much more than terrorism (Jagel, 2013).
Organised crimes feed all kinds of crimes affecting the society as well
as feeding terrorism. Therefore, it is understandable that people
comprehend organised crimes as an obstacle to maintain public
peace. According to the UN’s estimation, more than 100 countries are
involved in the illegal drug trade either in terms of cultivation,
processing, trafficking, or distribution. As of today, in many countries
where drugs are produced, trafficked or consumed, there is a causality
to crime, including violent crime, which is not necessarily a terrorist
crime. Mostly, there is only rare empirical evidence for some of the
often cited cases of pontificated connections between illicit drugs and
terrorism (Schmid, 2004, p.2). Although the connection between
organised crime and terrorism is supposed to be indisputable, more
empirical data are needed to support this view.

According to the findings of a UN Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) pilot study surveying 40 groups in 16 countries, for one-
third of the cases, there is some degree of cooperation with
transnational organised crime groups outside of the country where
the survey of the criminal group itself was conducted. For around
one-fifth of all cases, both external and internal cooperation are
indicated (Schmid, 2004, p.8). Within the supply chain, criminals and
terrorists work together to fund their activities. From Africa and the
Middle East to Europe, there has been a large number of
transnational criminal networks and also individuals. According to
Rob Wainwright, who had been the director of Europol for a long
time, around 30,000 people might be part of these criminal activities.
In Turkey, PKK has been known as a terrorist group that based on
organised crime and engage in several illegal economic activities such
as human trafficking, drugs smuggling and other forms of organised
crime, including tribute (tax) and money laundering in which ways
ISIS earns money. Although ISIS is a relatively new terrorist group in
contrast with PKK, which has existed for a few decades, it is identified
as the richest terrorist organisation in the world. It is estimated that
ISIS earns almost 2 billion USD per year from the range of criminal
activities. It is merely speculated that ISIS has earned around 20-45
million USD per year from the ransom obtained from kidnapping
victims. Furthermore, ISIS gains a great deal of money through its
exploitation of the oil and gas sector that brings 3 million USD in a
day (Reitano, 2017).

3) The September 11 as a Milestone
The September 11 of 2001 as a phenomenon confirms a reality
that the most challenging contemporary issue is terrorism. The US,
after the September 11, defined terrorism precisely and tried to
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underline the global characteristic of terrorism as far as possible
(Berdal & Serrano, 2002, p.201-202). Nearly 3000 people died
because of the 9/11 attacks. The emergent Bush Doctrine had a
language that is harsh against terrorism and its supporters as well.
According to the Doctrine, the US counter-terrorism initiates "global
war on terror”.

Furthermore, it sent a message to the entire world that “you
are either with us or against us” as Bush said. Even, this new policy is
described as the modern-day “Crusade”. It is assumed that if any
government had been suspicious to support a terrorist organisation,
which perceived as an enemy by the US, it could be possible that the
US military responds by oneself disregarding any question of
international legitimacy (Gupta, 2008, p.1).

It is clear that planning “war against an abstract term” is
problematic (Heywood, 2007, p.137) because one cannot determine
the rules clearly against an arbitrary concept like terrorism. Another
consequence of the 9/11 indicates that terrorist people are not always
poor and uneducated people opposed to as popular belief. The 9/11 is
the proof that indicates these people are equipped and informed
about combat tactics, besides they have a strategy to lead mainstream
media organs and global public opinion as they wish to. Otherwise, it
is impossible to mention such power even it could change the US
strategy sharply.

Fighting against terrorism without any legitimacy and
arbitrary invasion might have dangerous consequences. Consensus on
conflict is crucial to solving a problem. Finding unilateral solutions
might become part of problematic issues. After September 11, the US
forced the international community to support its efforts. Although
the majority of international society did not support the US actions,
the US take initiatives under the rationalisation of “war on terror”.
This kind of unilateral efforts might result in authority gaps as it is
seen in lraq and Afghanistan. Authority gaps enable the terrorist
organisation to spread quickly. ISIS took advantage of this authority
gap in Irag and expanded its power into Syria as well. Then, many
other terrorist organisations such as YPG (PKK'’s sister organisation)
burst and a suitable region for transnational organised crimes came to
exist.

4) The UN and its Organs against Terrorism and
Transnational Organized Crimes

The attack on lIsraeli athletes in 1972 was the first discussion

topic concerning terrorism in the General Assembly. After that time,

almost during three decades, the General Assembly dealt with

terrorist attacks alone. Because of the conjuncture of the Cold War,
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permanent members of the Security Council had little interest in this
kind of issues. The General Assembly had annual resolutions to
condemn terrorism within this period and prepared thirteen
international legal conventions against terrorism. It was the aim that
the General Assembly resolutions and the conventions work together
to frame the rules in order to encourage states to take measures to
tackle violent activities. Besides, the Assembly created an ad hoc
committee on terrorism in 1996 to develop a convention on terrorist
bombings and then establish an inclusive treaty on terrorism
(Boulden, 2007, p.418-19)

The Security Council, by the early years of 1990, began to react
to a new upsurge in terrorist activities. The General Assembly has
tried to establish a general framework against terrorism while the
Security Council has tackled with terrorism by focusing on single
cases to maintain international peace and security. The reaction of the
Council to those cases was punitive with heavy sanctions. For
example, Libya faced strengthened sanctions in response to the
Lockerbie bombing. The Council maintained the same kind of
implementations toward similar cases. Taliban government was
considered responsible for al Qaeda bombing of the US Embassy in
East Africa.

Consequently, the Security Council condemned the attacks
and imposed severe sanctions on the Taliban in Afghanistan where
Osama bin Laden could have the opportunity to lead his terrorist
organisation, al Qaeda. Moreover, the Council created a committee,
called the 1267 Committee to check the implementation of the
sanctions (Boulden, 2007, p.419-31). Generally, permanent members
of the Security Council take a position in every single case according
to their strategical priorities. As a result, permanent members tend to
act arbitrarily by contrast with solving conflicts that feeding
terrorism.

The UN’s main response to terrorism is based on two
permanent committees under the Security Council, which are the
1267 Committee and the Counter-Terrorism Committee. The 1267
Committee aims to follow specific criminals of Taliban and al Qaeda
members and prohibits states from activities which help terrorist
organisations by providing funding and arming. However, the
effectiveness of the 1267 Committee is ambiguous since it is difficult
to measure the extent of prevented terrorist activities. The Counter-
Terrorism Committee is responsible for confronting terrorism and
creates rules so that member states could follow legal ways while
tackling terrorism. The CTC has no authority to penalise and identify
terrorist groups (Shirkey, 2010, p.278-79).
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The International Court of Justice is the most well-known and
prestigious institution of international justice. However, the ICJ could
deal with issues in which case states take part (Shirkey, 2010, p.276-
78). The International Criminal Court is a part of the UN. The main
difference between the ICJ and the ICC is that the ICC can prosecute
specific criminals while the ICJ cannot. In general, the ICC judges
people who are supposed to commit crimes against humanity.
However, the US is not a member of the ICC, and thereby, it can be
considered as a significant limitation for the ICC. Although states
achieve reputation and reciprocity by obeying international law, they
might ignore the rules due to their interests. If states are reluctant to
act in accordance with the international community, international
laws are useless. For example, in 2004, the ICJ decided against Israel
policy of building a construction wall to separate Israel border from
Palestinians. Though there was a decision of the ICJ, Israel ignored it
(Duncan, Webster & Switky, 2006, p.377-78). Sovereignty is
“unrestricted power” (Heywood, 2000, p.37). As one of the main
challenges for effective global governance is sovereignty, similarly
states perceive international laws as less important than their
national interests. Thus, the international system and global
governance become more complicated and then struggling with
terrorism might be more difficult.

The Secretary-General is another actor of the UN to motivate
member states to negotiate issues relating to terrorism. The
Secretary-General could take the initiative in reaction to terrorist
activities to struggle with. For instance, following the attacks of 9/11,
Kofi Annan established a Policy Working Group (PWG), including
staff members of the Secretariat and experts from outside of the UN,
to investigate the implications of terrorism. Then, PWG offered a
broader strategy to work closely and provide international
cooperation in countering terrorism (Boulden, 2007, p.432-33). Even
though the Secretary-General is the head of the UN, it is unrealistic to
expect the elimination of terrorist activities and transnational crimes
by him or her.

5) Challenges of Global Governance of Terrorism and
Transnational Organized Crimes
One of the most critical challenges that the UN faces is the
definition of terrorism. Defining terrorism is an ongoing discussion
(Martin, 2013, p.35). The reason for the absence of a comprehensive
convention on terrorism is related to a disagreement over its
definition (Karns & Mingst, 2010, p.377). An unbiased interpretation
of terrorism is needed. Otherwise, describing a group as a terrorist
organisation is compelling. One considers a group of people as a
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terrorist organisation, while the other one calls them “freedom
fighters”. It is seen in the cases of FARC and Hezbollah. Hugo Chavez
of Venezuela refused to recognise Revolutionary Army Forces of
Colombia (FARC) as an illegitimate organisation (which organisation
made a deal with Colombian Government in 2016). Similarly, Iran
does not see Hezbollah as a terrorist organisation (Shirkey, 2010,
p.276-77).

In some cases, the situation is more complicated due to the
various dimension of the problem. Hamas, the government of Gaza
Strip of Palestine, is mostly known as a terrorist institution by most of
the Western states and their ally Israel, although it has been elected
by Gazan people that give it legitimacy to rule them. The reason that
some states perceive Hamas as a terrorist group since they launch
rockets into Israel side in response to Israeli air strikes on Gaza. In
that respect, although Hamas is a legitimate government, its actions
threaten Israeli peoples’ lives with their rockets, which might be
considered as tools for their terrorist actions. However, Hamas is a
legitimate organisation in the eyes of Gazan people. Accordingly, it
can be dangerous to describe an organisation which is supported by
people as a terrorist organisation. In the early 1970s, Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO), which was seen as a terrorist group by
Western ones, as well as Hamas, obtained observer status (Shirkey,
2010, p.277). In the late of 2012, the state of Palestine achieved non-
member permanent state status. 138 states voted in favour of
recognition; 9 states were against, and 41 states were abstentions
(UN, 2012). The dilemma is that Palestine has international
recognition of being a state though it is a non-member. On the other
hand, most of the officials of Palestine are the executives of the
terrorist organisation according to some Western states that have
strong relations with Israel. The debate inevitably turned into the
definition of terrorism. The problem is beyond the definition of
terrorism. The difficulty that the international community, in
particular, the UN, is to provide a legal framework, at this point, the
UN is not successful. Generally, the UN prefers to provide such forces
on an ad hoc basis that reduces the effectiveness (Shirkey, 2010,
p.276).

The effectiveness of global governance has direct links with
decisive strategy. Although many initiatives have been taken by the
UN and states, an overall strategy has not been established (Williams
& O’'Hayon, 2002, p.142-43). The best way might be the effectiveness
of international organisations to fight terrorism. However, the UN,
the leading global security organisation, cannot be seen as the world's
police. There are also limitations in legislation. As a result, the UN
could not be effective to prevent violence in some countries such as
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Kosovo, Rwanda, and Chechnya. Furthermore, the US intervened in
Irag without the UN's approval (Duncan, Webster & Switky, 2006,
p.375). The invasion of Irag by the US-led operation was not
successful and had catastrophic results in terms of humanitarian and
environmental consequences. The main reason for these catastrophes
could be the lack of legitimacy (Bobbit, 2008, p.489).

States have tried to improve global governance devices to
overcome transnational organised crimes (Williams & O’Hayon,
2002, p.129). Although the US has opportunities to make operations
globally, failure is unavoidable since there is no international
community support. The active participation of states, developed or
developing, is essential to combat transnational organised crime
(Vlassis, 2002, p.94). Otherwise, it will be more challenging to deal
with terrorism, because the international community will have to
struggle with rough states as well.

Collecting intelligence is crucial for states to cooperate.
Counter-terrorism attempts could be much more formidable and
inevitably less effective for states and the international community
without any cooperation (Shirkey, 2010, p.275). The US is the unique
power of the world that can afford its defence sources globally.
Problems such as transnational crime, crimes against humanity and
global terrorism network cannot be eradicated without the US. The
other states which can be seen as regional powers could respond to
regional catastrophes, not global ones (Bobbit, 2008, p.487).

Nevertheless, it is hard to say that the US undertook positive
actions to reduce terrorism globally. Instead, Bush doctrine created
new “enemies”. It was not new. In the second Clinton period, he said:
“multilateral when we can, unilateral when we must”. The US actions
have gained legitimacy as a result of the absence or weakness of
international law (Bobbit, 2008, p.489). As a result, the effectiveness
of global governance has been weakened.

The other challenge that the international community faces is
some states have cooperated to reduce and eradicate global criminal
networks while other states have been a part of these global crimes
(Williams & O’Hayon, 2002, p.139). Terrorism is a tool of the weak
people against strengthened ones. State terrorism that undermines
international law as a particular form of terrorism is wielded by the
strong against the weak (Chaliand & Blin, 2007, p.203). In the case of
Mavi Marmara Flotilla, on 315t May 2010, Israeli commandos killed 9
unarmed activists in international water (Berkowitz, 2011). Moreover,
according to the body of law, it is forbidden to use lethal force against
civilians who have no direct participation in hostilities (Barnidge,
2011). It is clear that such a state, supposed to be democratic and an
ally of Western States, could violate international law.
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Conclusion

There is no clear definition of terrorism. Hence, international
law cannot be sufficient to solve such problems as violent actions and
transnational organised crimes. Moreover, terrorist activities are
increased in an unprecedented way due to globalisation. Conflicts
feed violence, and thereby, new terrorist groups have emerged. These
groups might influence on people globally by using technological
opportunities like social media. Therefore, struggling with these
groups should be decisive, global and cooperative. International
organisations could not improve their organs to combat terrorism;
they even make it more complicated. Global issues have to be
overcome on a global scale. However, intergovernmental cooperation
has remained at very low levels.

Furthermore, some states are not respectful of international
law, and this situation reduces the effectiveness of global governance
of terrorism. The UN, the primary international organisation, is not
sufficiently equipped to tackle terrorism and organised crimes.

Moreover, the US as a superpower cannot lead states to
cooperate and fight against these global problems. Instead, it
becomes a part of the problem. Thus, it is difficult to eradicate these
global issues with current approaches. There is no local problem
anymore in a “global village”. Almost every conflict has a global
impact, therefore, the UN has to be structured as accurate as possible
so that conflicts can be solved and terrorism can be eradicated.
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Abstract

In recent years, with the globalising world, countries are trying to
obtain too many military equipment such as nuclear weapons,
continental rockets, and high-tech armours. On the other hand, every
service is becoming more private which used to belong to the
government in history. After the cold war era, security details such as
border security, presidential protection, abroad activities,
intelligence, and security strategy are provided by private
organisations. This study tries to explain what is ‘cold war? , what is a
private military company? What is the change for the private military
industry after cold war?’
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Soguk Savas Sonrasi1 Dénemde Ozel Askeri Sirketlerin
Degisen Rolii

Oz

Kiiresellesen Diinya ile birlikte son yillarda bircok iilke niikleer
silahlar, kitalararas: balistik fiizeler ve yiiksek teknolojili silahlar gibi
gereginden fazla askeri materyale sahip olmaya calismaktadir. Diger
taraftan, gecmiste devletlerinyapmakla sorumlu oldugu tiim hizmetler
artik 6zel sektor tarafindan yapilir hale gelmeye baslamistir. Soguk
savas doneminden sonra ise smir giivenligi, devlet baskanlarinin
korunmasi, sinir oOtesi faaliyetler, istihbarat ve giivenlik stratejileri
gibi askeri konular artik 06zel sektor kuruluslar1 tarafindan
karsilanmaktadir. Bu calismada “soguk savasin ne oldugu”, “Ozel
askeri sirketlerin ne anlama geldigi” ve “soguk savas sonras1 donemde
0zel sektoriin sundugu giivenlik endiistrisinin degisimi” ile ilgili
konular agiklanmaya calisilacaktir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Soguk Savas, Ozel Askeri Sirketler, Ozel
Guvenlik Endustrisi

Introduction

After World War 11, there were two political blocks in the
world. The first one was the USA and the second one was the Soviet
Bloc. These two sides created a new system and a new political
situation which is called the Cold war. With all these transformations,
world politics became more stressful and full of tension with the
development of too many military arms such as nuclear, biological,
chemical, and high-tech weapons. Both sides always improved new
strategies against each other. The cold war continued until the
collapse of the Soviet Union. During the cold war, the USA and Soviet
Bloc threatened each other by showing their power which included
nuclear weapons and long-distance missiles. However, military
technology was improving at an enormous speed at the time that the
world has never seen. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, countries
all over the world reduced their military spending which was
redundantly high during the cold war.

On the other hand, all over the world, some countries started
using Private Military Companies (PMCs) to protect themselves
rather than depending on the states’ military. Especially, the USA and
the UK focused on PMCs to protect themselves and to implement
their foreign policy in problematic areas. PMCs are not formal state
organisations and can act more flexible and independent than the
armies of the states. Because of that, governments use PMCs where
they would like to intervene and invade without any formal and
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international responsibility. For those reasons, governments focus on
PMCs more than regular armies after the cold war. Furthermore,
neoliberalism started to spread out all over the world after the
collapse of the Soviet Union. The effects of liberalism on governments
and the militaries led PMCs to become more common and popular. In
light of this information, this article will try to explain cold war,
private military companies and private military industries.

1) What is the cold war?

The term “cold war” does not define an actual war such as
WW1 and WW?2. Cold war indicates the period which points a struggle
on global power based on the ideological concept between the USA
and the Soviet Union after WW?2. In that period, the USA became a
hegemonic power representing liberal values, whereas the Soviet
Union representing socialism. When Gorbachev took Control of the
Soviet Union, he implemented transparency (Glastnost) in the
political area, and transformation (Perestroika) in the economic area
but these attempts failed due to various reasons. That situation
resulted in severe consequences in world politics and the Soviet Bloc’s
regime. With the fall of the Berlin Wall, East and West Germany were
united, regimes in Eastern Europe started to change and Warsaw pact
collapsed. Problems that occurred after the Gulf War period caused a
complicated situation for the region’s future. As soon as Slovenia and
Croatia declared that they break off from the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia, Yugoslavia got into an internal war and dispersion
process. After the Soviet Union collapsed, ‘Commonwealth of
Independent States’ was founded (Ciftci, 2009). If we try to give a
detailed definition of cold war, we could say that the cold war is a fear
and balance policy without any real war activity between the USA and
the Soviet Union, that is created by using the other states and groups,
generating local conflicts and regional battles, internal conflicts,
exporting new regimes, spreading their ideas and benefits with
ideological propaganda and provocation, and fostering permanent
tension and arming (Kantarci, 2012).

Consequently, the Cold war is a political case between two
ideologies which are socialism and liberal thought. The two poles in
the cold war era were the USA and the Soviet Union. They always
threatened each other by using their alliance. During the Cold War,
several countries tried to strengthen their military and obtain new
weapons in order to protect themselves against another pole.

2) What is a Private Military Company?

After the Cold War, the period called ‘the new world order’
started with the ‘great promise’ of the USA which triumphed as the
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sole hegemonic power. This promise is about spreading democracy all
over the world. The great promise realised by creating a new world
which is full of injustice, poverty, and violence. The great promise
consisted of political and military tools implementing humanitarian
intervention and governance. On the other hand, with 9/11, the USA
gave up the humanitarian and democratic tools and a new concept
called “just war” emerged to deal with terrorism and rogue states
(Zabci, 2004). After 9/11, the Private military companies had a new
and great opportunity and this situation was a perfect milestone for
them. When United Nations lost its former power, and when there
was a judicial emptiness about international and national law for
PMCs, the organisations called Private Military Companies whose
only goal is profit, find a perfect opportunity to be active. History of a
mercenary is as old as the history of war.

On the other hand, PMCs are a fact for about the last 20 years
and PMCs are going to become a vital part of international security.
These companies are in a full of the secret industry which is the centre
of a cryptic relationship existing in a political and commercial
network which is not still exactly known in details. PMCs fulfil a
particular job in the global market. These companies are based on
profit, and they provide professional services which are about military
and war. PMCs fulfil essential services for a military skill such as
‘logistic support, operational tactic attacks, strategic planning,
obtaining and analysing secret intelligence, operational support,
defence and battle in conflict areas, military training and technic
assistance for the military’. PMCs generally located in the USA, the
UK, and South Africa and they are generally active in Africa, Latin
America, and Asia (Zabci, 2004). PMCs usually have experienced
soldiers who are retired from the army (Brooks, 2000). If a soldier is
retired or kicked out from the army, he might try to find a new job
which needs his skills about war or any other military stuff. PMCs are
the perfect opportunity for those people. After the Cold War era, all
over the world, countries which could not protect their border,
presidents, and citizens with their army, began to look for new
protectors which indicate PMCs. It means that states could not ensure
their people’s safety in the border of the country or an international
area (Wulf, 2011). Because PMCs are profit based companies, anyone,
any organisation, or any state could hire them, if they pay enough
money, to use for whatever they want. For example: If a state or an
organisation has a security problem about something, PMCs provide
the military support, and the main point is that the support is not
supplied by another country or an organisation such as UN, it is
provided by the global market (Singer, 2001).
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Singer has a clear definition of PMCs, and he summarised all
the things we try to explain. “PMCs are profit-driven organisations
that trade in professional services intricately linked to warfare. They
are corporate bodies that specialise in the provision of military skills -
including tactical combat operations, strategic planning, intelligence
gathering and analysis, operational support, troop training, and
military technical assistance.” (Singer, 2001: 186). PMCs are working
in a difficult position. It is hard to define the activity which could be
the correct things to do for PMCs. These security companies could
provide all the equipment for military operations such as high-tech
weapons (Prado, 2011). PMCs could also supply strategy, logistic, and
any other services for those hiring them.

On the other hand, PMCs are not only for active security or
attack staff; they are also for inactive security (Prado, 2011). We could
easily understand that PMCs have an incredible impact on
international and national security issues since the Cold War. PMCs
have enhanced their role in the international area which is not based
on two spheres. All over the world, with insecure atmosphere, weak
states, actors which are not related to states, have to look for powers
called PMCs to supply them security which could not be provided by
national armies (Alexandra et al.,2008: p. 1-2,). According to Singer:

“PMFs are ordered along pre-existing corporate lines, usually
with a clear executive hierarchy that includes board of
directors and shareholdings. This creates a tested, efficient,
and more permanent structure that can compete and survive
in the global marketplace.” (Singer, 2003: 45)

With all these explanations, PMCs are great organisations for
those who seek security and military support. On the other hand,
PMCs have some problematic issues. According to Frost ‘These
include their lack of accountability, and transparency, a suspicion that
they pose a threat to human rights, a suspicion that they will be able
to circumvent international humanitarian law, and many others’
(Frost,2008: p.43). In addition to this, the increase of PMCs in the
global market and global war areas result in too many unethical
situations all over the world for the law of war (Runzo,2008: p. 56).

Consequently, PMCs are profit based organisations and
anybody or any organisation could hire them to protect themselves
and to use their power to get what they want. PMCs are different from
mercenaries because PMCs are organisations that have a structure,
hierarchy, policy, accounting or any other regularity for a private
company but mercenaries are individuals. PMCs appeared after the
cold war era when the world was lacking security. Increasing insecure
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areas and situations have a significant impact on PMCs®
development. PMCs do not only provide weapons, but they also
provide strategy, logistic support, planning or any other military and
security issues. As a result, according to Singer (2001: p.201-202)
“the industry is divided into three types: (1) military provider firms
which focus on the tactical environment such as control, command,
leadership, and experience, (2) military consulting firms which
provide advice and training such as strategic, operational, and
organizational analysis, and (3) military support firms which provide
supplementary services such as logistics, technical support, and
transportation.” If an organisation or a state would like to invade or
intervene somewhere, they could use PMCs for humanitarian
purposes, but they could also use PMCs for only politic intentions.
Last but not least, there could be an essential problem about human
rights and international law for war when PMCs are active in any
area. As a result, PMCs were the war trend in that era, and they are
still used all over the world for any purposes.

3) Private Military Industry During and After Cold War
In the 1990s, international interest for PMCs appeared along
with activities of ‘Executive Outcomes’ which is famous in the private
military industry and has a relationship with international energy and
mining companies (Zabci, 2003). Especially after the Cold War,
private military and security industry have changed substantially. The
industry was getting bigger than the 1990s. This industry had only
3000 contractors who were working for the USA in Iraq after the
1990s. The value of these contractors was about 300 billion dollars. In
Irag, about 50000 staff who are related to PMCs are working for the
USA. Private military industry supplies logistic, strategy, and battle
issues in around 110 countries. This industry could be hired by the
UN, non-governmental organisations, states, rebel groups, and any
other organisations which need tools for war or security (Steinhoff,
2008: p.19). In the Cold War era, a number of states allied with the
USA or Soviet Russia. These two blocs determined world politics at
that time. For those reasons, states support one of the powers to
provide them with military based equipment. The weak states could
not defend themselves in a dangerous situation which indicates
national conflicts and global threat. Each bloc protected their allies
against each other. However, when the Soviet bloc was collapsed,
there was no power to provide security for allies of the Soviet Union.
On the other hand, the same problem also applied to the allies
of the USA. Since there was no threat of the Soviet Union, the USA
started to decrease the support provided to its allies. (Alexandra,
2008: p.89). All of these explanations mean that the USA won the
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Cold War and there was no threat streaming from socialism. With
these incidents, neo-liberalism could get an excellent opportunity to
be active. Eventually, PMCs appear on the global market to sell their
services and military tools for whoever needs because weak states
need protection and they could buy any military tools or hire any
security services easily. We said that privatisation increased with neo-
liberalism after the Cold War, and it makes the international area
more free for PMCs. As we know, according to capitalism or
neoliberalism, the free market makes the companies better, and
PMCs which are private profit based organisations could improve
themselves faster than governmental military. PMCs provide modern
military tools better, cheaper and faster than formal military (Brooks
& Cherov, 2008: p.120). In addition to this, after the Cold War, PMCs
became more popular.

On the other hand, the USA and the UK could easily use those
PMCs to intervene in any region or area to support ‘humanitarian and
democratic!’ structure or government. If they hire PMCs to intervene,
no international organisation could prove that the intervention is
originated from those countries because they are not a formal military
organisation, and they are not formally related to any government.
Anyone who has money or any resources to pay the bill for security
services could hire PMCs. If a war or a war-like situation is occurring
in somewhere operated by the PMCs, the UN could not implement
any sanctions or penalties to countries who are actually responsible.

First PMC was founded by British Special Air Services’ staff in
the 1960s (Ballard, 2007: p.43). As we said, PMCs increased after the
Cold War. According to Ballard:

“One can see that the emergence of PMCs is not a recent
phenomenon. However, in the post-Cold War era, the private
military industry has become a force unlike any in the past.
Never before have private companies been so advanced and
organised. Thus, since the end of the Cold War, the use of
PMCs has grown exponentially, and such firms now play a
pivotal role in international relations.” (Ballard, 2007: p.43).

After the Cold War, without two centre power, national and
regional conflicts rise too much. However, there were too many
powerful weapons which were oversupply from the Cold War, all over
the world. In addition to these, as soon as the Cold War ended, big
powers of the world reconstructed their armies, and with this
progress, millions of military staff start to work for private
organisations (Ballard, 2007: p.44). PMCs do not only supply regular
weapons or security services but they also could provide high tech
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weapons or tools for military such as ‘the B-2 bomber, F-117 stealth
fighter, Apache helicopter, KC-10 refuelling tanker, U-2
reconnaissance plane and the unmanned Global Hawk
reconnaissance unit’ which are used in Irag (Yeoman, 2003). With all
this information, we could easily claim that PMCs and their roles have
changed after the Cold War. Wars and conflicts which happened after
the Cold War era particularly appear in the weak states which have
socio-economic and political problems. These conflicts and wars are
left on the PMCs’ control, and the weak states think that using PMCs
is a benefit from international resources. In that situation, the
remarkable point is that PMCs’ fundamental skill is combat, conflict,
and fight (Yalcinkaya, 2006). PMCs make money from combat
activities which causes too many problems, and thus it makes their
legal existence controversial. Because PMCs prefer the presence of
conflicts and wars rather than peace to sustain their profit, the basis
of PMCs is opposing the peace (Shearer, 1998: p.73). Another proof
for that case, Akcinaroglu and Radziszewski (2012: 815) claim that
“most PMCs strive for insecurity because it allows them to expand
their profit. We argued that as business ventures PMCs strive to
secure profit, but that opportunity structures greatly determine their
behaviour”. As a result, it could be claimed that PMCs are not only
used for humanitarian aims, security, or war, but also they are used
for profit, political aims, and ideological goals.

Conclusion

PMCs do not have an old history as mercenaries. Mercenaries
have been used for decades, but PMCs are active for about 40 years.
PMCs became popular after the cold war. In the cold war era, the two
blocs create their security system to protect their allies and
themselves. PMCs were not used too much in wars or conflict areas
during the cold war. There were not too many PMCs during the cold
war era. Even if they were active, they did not have great capacity,
quality, and activity as after the cold war. They might only work for
superpowers during the cold war, but after the cold war, everyone
could use PMCs. However, with the collapse of the Soviet Bloc,
neoliberal ideas spread all over the world for any issue and area to be
active. Neoliberal thought promotes privatisation in all areas such as
military, security, etc. With those developments, PMCs appeared on
the global market to perform their capability. After the cold war, the
activities of PMCs skyrocketed because the underdeveloped states
lacked the means to provide their own security. PMCs could be hired
by anyone, any organisation or any states because they are profit
based companies which do not have political or ideological thoughts.
PMCs only think of their own benefits, not public or humanitarian
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benefits when they sign a contract. PMCs which appeared after the
cold war have the excellent capability because they could provide
weapons and security better, cheaper, faster than governments’
military which needs too much bureaucracy to be active.

Furthermore, PMCs could also supply more qualitative and
high-tech military tools than a regular army. Furthermore, PMCs’
activities are not formally related to any states, and it is basically
impossible to find out who rented them. For that reason, PMCs could
intervene or invade any area without any formal letter or permission.
On the other hand, PMCs could create unsecured areas or situations
to make a profit which is not ethical.

Consequently, after the cold war, PMCs have undergone too
many changes by enhancing their organisations, improving
capabilities, being more active in any areas, developing more qualified
military tools, making more profits, having more freedom, being more
flexible, providing tools cheaper, and faster. On the other hand, PMCs
are not always used for good things. They are also used for political
and ideological aims. With all these explanations, it could be claimed
that PMCs are great companies and they became the war and security
trend in the global world after the cold war.
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Sadece medeniyetlerin degil, catismalarinda merkezi olarak algilanan
Ortadogu’da yakin zamanda devlet iddiasiyla ortaya ¢ikan bir orgiit
siiratle ve sasirtic1 bir bicimde Irak ve Suriye topraklarinda ilerleyerek
tim diinyanin dikkatini iizerinde toplamigtir. Hareket tarzi ve
ideolojik temelleri uzaktan, yakindan islamiyet ile alakasi olmadig
halde kendisine “Islam Devleti” ad1 veren bu orgiit her ne kadar son
zamanda bolgesel gelismelerde oyun dis1 kalmis gibi goriilse de her
kiiresel proje gibi yeniden bir aktor olabilecegine dair ciddi kuskular
barindirmaktadir. iste bu makale benzer organizasyonlarn siklikla
duyuldugu Ortadogu’nun jeopolitigine yakindan bakmak ve kendisine
Irak ve Sam Islam Devleti adimi veren orgiitii yakindan tanmimak
amaciyla yazilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Orta Dogu, Islam Devleti, Terérizm, Cihat,
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lYiiksek Lisans Ogrencisi, Ankara Yildirim Beyazit Universitesi,
bora.iyiat@gmail.com



mailto:bora.iyiat@gmail.com

NOVUS ORBIS

The Red Geopolitics of the Middle East
ISIS as a Religious Terrorist Organization

Abstract
An organization that emerged in the Middle East in recent years with
the claim of being a state and it rapidly and surprisingly captured
territories in lraq and Syria, attracting the attention of the whole
world. This organization calls itself the “Islamic State” although its
movement style and ideological foundations have no connection
whatsoever to Islam. And, there is a possibility that it can be an actor
like every global project again even though it seems to be out of play
in regional developments. This article aims to take a close look at the
geopolitics of the Middle East, where similar organizations frequently
emerge, and to get to know the organization which calls itself the
Islamic State of Iraqg and the Damascus.

Keywords: Middle East, Islamic State, Terrorism, Jihad, Geopolitics

Giris

Jeopolitik; bugiinkii ve gelecekteki gilic ve amac iligkisini-
politik dizeyde-fiziki ve siyasi cografyayr esas alarak inceleyen
bilimdir. Kendi i¢ metodolojisi ile gilic unsurlarinin, cografi platform
ve verilerle politikaya ¢izdigi yonii belirler. Jeopolitik adin1 verdigimiz
ozel alan bir anlamda cografyanin biitiin unsurlan ile aktiflesmesi ve
bu unsurlar degerlendirilerek sonuclar cikarilmas1 anlamindadair.
Fiziki cografya, bagka bir deyimle cografi platformun iizerinde,
evrensel ve bolgesel giic merkezlerini karsilikh olarak degerlendirir,
politik diizeyde gii¢ ve hedef iligkisini kurar. Bir devletin, devletler
toplulugunun veya bir bolgenin giivenlik ve gelisme politikasinin
bilimsel zeminini olusturur (ilhan, 2002, s. 318).

Bugiine kadar bilim insanlar tarafindan farkh tanimlamalarla
jeopolitik kavrami agiklanmaya calisilmis ancak bunlarin tamamina
yakininda devlet, cografya, politika sozciikleri mutlak suretle
kullanilmigtir. Aslinda nasil tamimlanirsa tanimlansin jeopolitik,
cografyanin politikaya cevirdigi yonii arastirir ve degerlendirir.
Gercekte de 19’uncu yiizyihn ikinci yarisinda siyasi cografya
iizerindeki calismalar jeopolitigin olusumunu hazirlamistir. Jeopolitik
politika iiretmez, politika iiretecek alanlara veri hazirlar(ilhan, 2002,
s.319).

Olaylar1 dogru analiz etmenin ilk sarti, tarih ve cografya
bilimlerinden faydalanarak ortaya bir projeksiyon koyabilmekten
gecer. Bugiin yasananlar ve gelecekte yasanmasi muhtemel tim
hadiseler ancak bu iki bilimin 1s181nda anlasilabilir. Giiniimiizde
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yasananlar i¢in bagvurulmasi gereken ayni yontemdir. Bu yiizden
once icinde bulundugumuz cografyay1 ve onun yasattig1 sartlar1 dogru
kavramak bir zorunluluktur. Tam da bu anlamda 14. ytizy1l diisiiniird,
devlet adam ve tarihcisi Ibn-i Haldun’un asirlar énce soyledigi
“cografya, kaderdir...” iizerinde yeniden diisliniilmesi gereken
muhtesem bir sozdiir. Ozellikle de o cografyanin adi Orta Dogu ise.

Orta Dogu olarak adlandirilan bolge, Dogu ile Batr’'y1, Akdeniz
ile Hint Okyanusu’'nu, Rusya ile sicak denizleri birbirine baglayan,
aynt zamanda Dogu ile Bati arasindaki biitliin ticari ve kiiltiirel
baglantilarin yapildig1 bir bolgedir(Sakin — Deveci, 2011, s. 3).
Yerkiirenin en Onemli kara ve su yollar1 {izerindeki hakim
konumunun anilan cografyaya kazandirdig1 essiz jeopolitik deger,
bolgeyi tarihin ilk donemlerinden bu yana diinya egemenligi pesinde
kosan giiclerin birincil hedefi haline getirmistir. “Kara altin” olarak
tamimlanan petroliin 20. ylzyilin ilk yarisindan itibaren deger
kazanmasiyla Ortadogu’nun, dolayisiyla buradan gecen kara ve deniz
yollarinin stratejik 6nemi diinyanin hicbir yeriyle kiyaslanamayacak
derecede artmistir (Turan, 2002, s. 16-17).

Iste tiim bu 6zellikli durumuyla Orta Dogu kavrami bir cografi
tanimlamadan c¢ok bir politik ve stratejik tanimlamanin {iriiniidiir.
“Orta Dogu” diger bolgeler gibi kendi icinde tutarl bir tanimlamaya
sahip olmayip tizerine yakistirillan bigimlendirmeler daha ziyade
siibjektif cercevede olmaktadir. Bahsi gecen kavram, ilk kez 1902
yilinda Amerikalilarin {inlii deniz istihbaratc¢is1 ve Amerikan Deniz
Politikasinin babasi olarak bilinen Alfred Thayer Mahan’in, National
Review isimli dergide yayimlanan “The Persian Gulf and
International Relations” baghkli makalesinde yer almistir. Mahan,
makalesinde, Basra Korfezi'nin diinya ekonomisi ve deniz hakimiyeti
iizerindeki biiyiik rolii ve 6nemini anlatirken, Orta Dogu (Middle
East) kelimesini ilk kez Arap yarimadasi ve Hindistan arasindaki
bolge i¢in kullanmistir (Simsek, 2005, s. 10).

Bilinen yaygin goriis ve bu goriislerin toplandig1 kaynaklar her
ne kadar bu terimin etimolojik gec¢misinde Alfred Thayer Nayan’
isaret etse de “Orta Dogu” teriminin ilk olarak Ingilizler ve Fransiz
tarafindan kullanildig1 iddiasinda mevcuttur. Bu iddiay1 ileri siirenler
ise tezlerini ge¢cmisten referans savunurlar. Soyle ki: Ge¢miste “Sark
meselesi” olarak bilinen kavram zaman icinde Orta Dogu sozciigii ile
ifade edilmeye baslamis giiniimiizde kullanilan soézciik de Osmanlh
Devleti'nin ¢okiislinlin ardindan ortaya ¢ikmigtir. Bu stibjektif cografi
niteleme Ingilizler tarafindan ilk defa 9 Mayis 1916 tarihinde Fransa
ile aralarinda imzalanan ve Osmanli Devletinin parcalanmasini
ongoren Sykes-Picot gizli anlagsmasimmin akabinde 1920’lerde
kullanilmistir. Ingiltere, Osmanhnin hakim oldugu topraklar icin
Near East (Yakin Dogu) sozciigiinii kullanirken, Osmanli Devleti'nin
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cokiisiinden sonra bu sozciikten sarfi nazar etmis yerine Middle East
(Orta Dogu) terimini kullanmaya baslamistir. Ingiltere icin bu kelime
Irak, Tiirkiye ve Suriye’yi icine alan topraklar: ifade ediyordu (Arslan,
2017).

Esasinda ilk nasil ya da kim tarafindan kullanilirsa kullanilsin
tarihi, insanhk tarihi kadar eski olan Ortadogu, bolgeyi ifade eden
Ozellikler ve buna bagh sinirlar, diinyadaki siyasal duruma, zamana ve
bolgeye nereden bakildigina bagh olarak degisiklikler gostermistir. Bu
durumu Cemil Merig; “Ortadogu kaypak bir mefthumdur. Ciinkii ne
zaman dogdugu, ni¢in dogdugu, hudutlarinin ne oldugu konusunda
rivayetlerin muhtelif oldugu bir kavramdir” (Meri¢, 1980, s. 282)
sozleriyle ortaya koymustur. Bu ise degisen tamimlamalara neden
olmustur. Her seyden once bu kavramin siyasi cografya olarak
tanimlanmas1 tanimlamay1 yapan 6znenin durusuna gore degisiklik
gostermistir (Sakin — Deveci, 2011, 5.283).

Bolgeyi demografik agidan ele aldigimizda ise yapinin ¢ok
kiiltiirlli, ¢ok milletli ve ¢cok dinli (ve mezhepli) yapisiyla karmasaya
acik bir alan oldugunu soyleyebiliriz. Zira anilan bu cografya ii¢ biiyiik
dini; Musevilik, Hiristiyanlhik ve Miisliimanhgin dogdugu yerdir. Din
acisindan yasanan bu zenginlik mezhepsel anlamda da Ortadogu’da
hissedilmektedir. islam dini, Siinni ve Sii temelinde ayrilmakla
kalmamis o6rnegin Sii’lik, Ismaliye, Nusayri vb. olarak cesitlilik
gOstermistir. Hiristiyanlk ve Musevilikte de durum pek farkh degildir
(Lewis, 1998, s. 27-28). Dini zenginligin yan1 sira Ortadogu, etnik
anlamda da ¢oklu bir kimlik sergilemistir. Farslar, Araplar ve Tiirkler
bu anlamda baskin olan halklardir (Lewis, 1998, s. 33). Bugiin sikca
adindan soz edilen bir diger etnik unsur Kiirtler ise s6z konusu
cografyada diger tli¢c temel unsurun yaninda azinhktir.

Genel tanimiyla duygular, diistinceler ve davramslarn
belirleyen idealler engellenmesine yahut da karsi bir duygu, idealle
miicadele etmesine ¢atisma adi verilir (Aydinalp, 2010, s. 189). Farkh
giiclerden beslenen bu karsit unsurlar arasi dogan, yiikselen ve artan
gerilim zaman icerisinde ¢atismanin en iist hali olan diisiik ya da
yiiksek yogunluklu savasa evrilir. Catisma, tabiat1 itibariyle sosyolojik
bir olgudur ve tabi olarak sosyal nedenlerle ortaya ¢ikar ve onlardan
beslenir. Bu yoniiyle baskin bir sosyal olgu olan din bir uzlagma ve bir
arada tutma hali oldugu kadar bir catisma nedenidir. Icerdigi anlam,
simgesel 6zellikleri ve bu 6zelliklerin pratik yasama tezahiirii ile din
olgusu, etnisite, tarih ve cografya ile birlikte bir kimlik 6gesidir. Bu
kimlikler onu tasiyanlara bir suur kazandirmanin yani sira ¢ogu kez
toplumsal iligkilere yon vermektedir (Okumus, 2003, s. 77).

Bunu orneklendirmek gerekirse; dini referans aldigimi iddia
eden teror gruplarmin diizenledikleri intihar saldiris1 eylemlerini
Islam savas hukukuna dayandirdiklar1 iddias1 bir anlamda baz
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kesimler tarafindan kabul gormeyi kolaylagtirmaktadir. Benzer
sekilde Halaka’ya (Yahudi Seriat1) dayali politik ideolojinin onde
gelen temsilcilerinden Gush Emunim Hareketi, Bati Seria’nin
Yahudilerce kontroliiniin ilahi bir emir oldugu iddiasiyla bolgede
kurduklar: izinsiz ikametleri boylece mesrulastirmaya
calismaktadirlar (Aydinalp, 2010, s. 195)

Tiim bu parametreler ve baslangicta belirttigim Orta Dogunun
jeopolitik konumu, ¢ok dinli/kiiltiirlii demografik yapisi ile birlikte
degerlendirildiginde temel referansini dinden aldig1 iddiasiyla yola
cikan farkli teror gruplar1 ve bunlarin farkh dlgekte ortaya koyduklar
eylemlere taniklik etmektedir. S6z konusu orgiitler konjonktiirel
anlamda eylemleri icin uygun zemin bulduklarinda carpan ve etki
alanlar1 daha genis olarak siyaset sahnesinde var olmaktadir.
Gectigimiz birka¢ yildan beri Irak ve Suriye’nin i¢inde bulundugu
kosullar sahada oyuncu olmak isteyen radikal dini orgiitlerin
varhklarini, yasamlarini, eylemlerini oldukea kolaylastirmaktadir. Iste
bu tanimlamaya en uygun &rgiit olan DAES (Irak Sam Islam Devleti)
sasirtict bir ivmeyle kisa siirede hem bolgesel hem de uluslararasi
sahada bir tehdit, bir aktor haline gelmistir (Erdogan — Delig6z, 2015,
s. b).

1) DAES’in Ideolojik Temelleri, Kurulus ve Gelisme

Sureci

Son birka¢ yildir tiim diinyanin giindeminde ilk sirada yer
alan, Suriye ic savas1 ve Avrupa’daki eylemleri ile adimi siklikla
duydugumuz DAES’in kurulus temelleri her ne kadar Irak’ta atilmig
olsa dahi orgiitlin kokleri Afganistan’a dayanmaktadir. Bilinen ilk ad1
Irak El-Kaidesi olan 6rgutin kurucusu Ebu Musa Zerkavi'dir (Boz,
2014, s. 5).Bu anlamda fikri temeli anlamak icin ilk dnce El-Kaide'ye
yakindan bakmak 6nemlidir.

El-Kaide adli teror orgiitii uluslararasi arenanin dikkatini 11
Eyliil eylemleriyle cekmistir. Tiim diinyanin gozii oniinde cereyan
eden hadiseler ve New York kentinde yerle bir olan ikiz kuleler bir
anda Batrmin bilincaltindaki Islam-Teror iliskisini de su yiiziine
cikartmistir (Sen, 2011, s. 5). Orgiitiin dogdugu cografya Afganistan
topraklaridir. Soguk Savag doneminin ABD projesi olan “Yesil Kusak”
ve Afganistan’in SSCB tarafindan isgali siirecinde desteklenen cihatci
gruplar ozellikle Suud petro-dolarlar1 ile finanse edilmis bu da
tabiatiyle bir Suud akimi olan Vehhabi mezhebinin bolgede etki
alammi genisletmesi ve yayllmasina hiz vermistir. Iste El-Kaide’'nin
ardindan gelen DAES’in de beslendigi ideolojik temel bu kaynaktir.

Bu noktada eklenmesi gereken 6nemli bir husus ise bu tarz
orgiit ve terorist organizasyonlarin kurulus, alt yapisal ozellikleri
incelendiginde goriilmektedir ki tamamina yakim1 Samuel
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Huntington'un “Medeniyetleri Catismas1” tezi sonrasinda olusan
travmadan beslenmistir. Bu tezin isaret ettigi Islam karsithgi ve
fobisinin Miisliimanlar iizerinde yarattigi sosyo-psikolojik durum,
Musliman bilincaltinda “Oteki” olma duygusunu gelistirmis bu
sayede koktendinci orgiitlerin istismar edecegi sahayr ortaya
cikartmigtir (Kongar, 2011, s. 67).

Bilindigi gibi Islam tarihi icerisinde yasanan Hz. Ali ve
Muaviye arasindaki Siffin savasi siirerken daha fazla Miislimanin
katlini 6nlemek, savasi durdurmak icin ulemanin tahkimine gidilmis,
ancak bu tahkim kararimi kabul edilemez bulan bir grup, savasa
devam etmek gerektigini, bunun disinda bir kararin kiifiir demek
oldugunu iddia edenler Hariciler olarak adlandirilmigtir. Bu kisiler ve
Haricilik ekolii, catismaci ve tekfirci fikrin Islam diinyasindaki ilk
temsilcileri olmuslardir. Radikal bir ekol olan bu akim, kiifiir
icerisinde olan Miisliimanlarin da katlinin vacip olduguna kadar
varan agsirl disiincelerin temsilcileridir. Yukarida bahsettigimiz
Vehhabi mezhebi buraya kadar anlattigimiz Hariciligin evrilerek
glinlimiize kadar ulasan halidir (Cevizci, 2014, s. 32).

Vehhabilik, Islam icerisinde en kati ekol ve yorum seklini
iceriginde tasiyan Hanbelilik icinden dogmus ve gelismistir. Temel
ideolojisi “Altin Cag” olarak isimlendirilen Peygamberimiz ve dort
biiyiik halife devri sonrasi her tiirlii dini ritiel, uygulamay1 red
ederek, dini tiim bu bi'datlardan temizlemek boylece ar1 hale
getirmeyi amaclamaktadir. Ustelik bunu hem amac hem de tek
kurtulus yolu olarak gormektedir. Diger yandan Vehhabilik daha ¢ok
siyasal oOzellikleri ile on plana c¢ikmaktadir (Bodur, 2003, s. 7).
Hareketin ortaya ciktigi bolge dini taassuplarin oldukca yogun
oldugu, egitim seviyesinin oldukca asagida, ailesel, siyasal ve
ekonomik tiim sosyal davramslarin dini olarak kabul edildigi Necd
bolgesidir. Vehhabi diislince sistematigi kendisi disinda tiim diger
diisiincelerden nefret eden tipki Islamiyet 6ncesi dénem gibi kendisi
ile Altin Cag arasi tarihi de “Cahiliye Devri” olarak adlandirmasiyla
tim digerlerini “oOteki” olarak kabul etmektedir (Bodur, 2003, s.
10).Bu hal dogal bir hosgoriisiizlik hatta daha Otesinde nefret
duygusunu korikler. Ozetle tarihsel bir gercek olan Arap kabile ve
topluluklar1 arasinda siklikla goriilen karsihkh kafirlik suclamasi
Vehhabiler icin kendi disindaki herkesin Islam dis1 oldugu iddiasina
kadar uzanmigtir. Daha 6nce de belirttigim s6z konusu ekol siyasi
yoniiniin agirhig ile ise din-devlet kavramlarimin birbirinden
ayrilamayacagim1 vurgulayarak, dine dayali olmayan bir devletin
yasamasinin miimkiin olmayacag teziyle fanatik, fundamentalist
gruplarin dogmasina zemin yaratmistir (Bodur, 2003, s. 13). Bu
vahadan beslenen teolojik doktrinin arka planinda yer alan
ozelliklerden onemli bir tanesi de “lafizcihik™tir. Bu kutsal metin olan
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ayetlerin, hangi maksatla, hangi olay iizerine gonderildigi ya da
amacindan ziyade olarak yalin olarak degerlendirilmesi anlamina
gelmektedir. Ustelik Islam peygamberi zamaninda olmayan her seyi
din dis1 kabul eden ve yukarida bi’dat olarak adlandirdigimiz sert
tutumundan sadece sufi-tasavvufi akimlar etkilenmemis, anilan
dbénem igerisinde var olmayan cami minareleri de bu 6fkeden nasibini
almistir (T.C. Disisleri Bakanhgi, 2016, s. 4).

Iste bu zeminde yeseren érgitlerden birisi DAEStir. Orgiitiin
kurucusu olan Zerkavi ilging bir kisiliktir. 1980 yilinda heniiz 14
yasinda iken uyusturucu ve cinsel suclardan olusan bir adli dosya ile
cezaevine girmis ve bu tutukluluk genel af ilan edilen 1988 yilina
kadar siirmiistiir. Zerkavi, cezaevinde bulundugu siirede siyasal Islam
fikriyat1 ile tanismis ve cok etkilendigi bu fikirlerle yogrulmus halde
ciktig1 cezaevinden sonra Sovyet giiclerine karsi savasmak iizere
Afganistan’a gecmistir. Savas sona erdiginde Urdiin’e geri donmiis
ancak yaninda Afganistan’da kendisine akil hocaligi yapan El-
Magdisi’yi de beraberinde getirmistir. Artik zihninde iyiden iyiye
olusan Islam Devleti diisiincesi icin harekete gecmeye karar vermis,
ilk is olarak da Urdiin’de monarsik diizeni yikacak ve hayallerindeki
devletinin temellerini atmak icin planladigi ancak basarisizhikla
sonuclanan 1993 yilindaki bir yerel sinemaya yonelik bombal
eylemin sorumlusu olarak El-Magdisi ile birlikte yeniden cezaevine
girmistir. Bu ikinci bes y1llik cezaevi doneminde kendisini ideolojik
olarak yetistirmeye devam eden Zerkavi, artik internet ortaminda
risaleler yayinlamaya baslamis ve El-Kaide'nin lideri Usame Bin
Ladin’in dikkatini c¢ekmeyi basarmistir. Zerkavi, Ladin’in daveti
iizerine Kandahar kentine gitmis, her ne kadar Ladin tarafindan
goriigsme siiresince kugku ile karsilansa da El-Kaide’nin kurmaylarinin
tegviki ile kendisine bir egitim kampi1 kurmas: i¢in maddi yardim
yapilmistir. Bu destekle Zerkavinin Iran smrmna yakin Herat
Kampr'nda kurdugu bu ilk orgiitiin ad1 “Tevhit ve Cihat™tir (Boz,
2014, s. 8).

Orgiit, ABD’nin Afganistan’a girmesinin ardindan ilk 6nce
Iran’a sonrasinda da Irak’a gecmistir. Irak’in isgali sirasinda da
koalisyon giiclerine yonelik ciddi eylemler yapmis, her eylem orgiitiin
adinin duyulmasi ve biiylimesini saglamistir. 2004 yilinda ise Zerkavi,
El-Kaide orgiitii ile birliktelik karar1 verecek, El-Kaide'nin maddi ve
psikolojik giiciinden faydalanmak icin orgiitin adim “Iki Nehir
Arasinda El-Kaide” kisaca “Irak El-Kaidesi” seklinde degistirecektir.
El-Kaide'de bu sayede Irak cografyasindaki varhik ve etkisini
arttirmustir (Sandikh, 2015, s. 17). Orgiit kisa zamanda Irak'ta
disiplini ve stratejisi ile dikkatleri Uzerine ¢ekerken 6zellikle EI Anbar
kenti ve ¢evresini Irak gicleri ile ABD askerlerinden temizleyerek bir
anda popularitesini artirmigtir (Sandikh, 2015, s. 17). S6éz konusu
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bolgelerin Siinni kimligi ve Zerkavi'nin eylemleri, onun kendisine
bictigi Siinnilerin savunucusu roliiniin bir¢cok Irakli tarafindan
kabuliinii saglamistir. Bu durum ona finansal destek anlaminda
sasirtic1 boyutlara ulagan bir imkan tammmistir (Weiss — Hassan, 2016,
S. 65).

Zerkavi'nin bu kan ve siddet dolu yasami 2006 yilina kadar
siirecek ve soz konusu yiin haziran ayinda ABD ozel kuvvetleri
tarafindan diizenlenen bir operasyonunda hayatin1 kaybedecek ve
orgiitiin liderligine El Muhacir getirilecektir. Bu tarihten 5 ay kadar
kisa bir siire sonra orgiit adini, temel ideoloji ve stratejisine uygun bir
sekilde “Irak Islam Devleti” olarak degistirecek orgiitiin yeni bir
numarasi Saddam Hiiseyin’in eski BAAS’cilarindan bir isim olan Ebu
Omer El Bagdadi olacaktir (Warrick, 2016, s. 9). 2010 yilinda bu
isimde oldiiriilecek ve yeni lider Ebu Bekir El Bagdadi olacak orgiit ise
8 Nisan 2013 tarihinde de adim Irak-Sam Islam Devleti olarak
giincellemekle kalmayacak kendisini tanimayan El-Kaide ile baglarini
kopararak bir yil sonra hilafeti ve hedefledigi sézde Islam devletini
kurdugunu resmen ilan edecekti.

2) DAES’in Stratejisi, Eylem Tarz ve Kapasitesi

DAES’in tarihcesi ve kronolojik liderlerine goz attiktan sonra
orgiitiin stratejisine, hareket tarzi, kapasitesine daha yakindan
bakalim; Irak-Sam Islam Devleti, o giine kadar yapilanmalari,
dinamikleri ve modeli birbirine ¢ok benzeyen radikal dini referansh
orgiitlerden ciddi farkliliklar tasimaktadir. Bu orgiitler arasinda bir
donem parcas1 oldugu El-Kaide gibi bir miicahit grubu olmanin
Otesinde bir profesyonel orduya sahip, para basmay1 amaclayan, ciddi
miktarda para kaynagim da kontrolii altinda bulunduran (Sadece
Musul savasinin ganimeti bile yaklasik 313 Milyon Euro olarak
tahmin edilmektedir.) listelik mithimmat ve agir silahlar dahil ciddi
bir ates giiciine sahiptir (Luizard, 2016, s. 21-22).DAES, uluslararasi
giivenlik arastirmalar1 merkezleri ve istihbarat raporlarina gore
diinyanin en iyi finansal gilicliine sahip teror organizasyonudur.
Tahminlere gore 2,4 Milyar Dolar1 agkin bir nakdi servete sahiptir. En
onemli gelir kaynag tahmin edilecegi gibi petrol kacake¢ihigidir.
Bunun disinda harag, fidye, adam kacirma ve bagislar diger
kalemleridir. Ayn1 sekilde bolgenin alt yapisal avantajlar ile tarihi
eser kacakcilign da hatirn sayihr bir gelir kalemidir (Erdogan —
Delig6z, 2015, s. 17).Tek basma bir gelir araci olarak degil aym
zamanda devlet iddias1 temeline dayanak olmasi amaciyla orgiit Subat
2014'te Felluce kentinin ele gecirilmesini muteakip zekat, cizye ve
sadaka sistemi iizerinden kendi pratigini ortaya koymus ve Felluce,
mikro dlgekte bir devlet laboratuvar: olmustur (Luizard, 2016, s. 23).
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Bunun disinda DAES, yapilanmasini ve yayillma sahasini
titizlikle planlayarak hareket etmistir. Cografya tabanh bir inceleme
yapildiginda goriilecektir ki orgiitiin ozellikle isgal ettigi sahalar petrol
kuyular1 basta olmak {iizere, rafineri ve petrol isleme tesisleri, sinir
kapilar1, imalathane — fabrikalar ile barajlar, tahil silolaridir ki bu
DAES’in temel stratejisinin gelir kaynaklarina erismek ve kontrol
etmek oldugunu gostermektedir (Cevizci, 2014, s. 36).

DAES’in hayallerini kurdugu devlet ideali icin yaptiklar
elbette bununla sinirh degildir. Kendi siyasal alt yapisi i¢in uyguladig:
belli hareket tarzlar1 vardir. Ornegin bir kenti ele gecirdikten sonra
birka¢ giin icerisinde yerel asiret ve idarecilerle miizakere ederek
kentin yOnetimini onlara birakmasi da oldukca rasyonel bir
yontemdir. Bunun i¢in orgiitiin sadece birkac¢ kosulu vardir; kentte
DAES sembolleri disinda hicbir alamet ve simge bulunmayacak, ahlak
kurallar1 ile yasalarla ilgili kesin bir sekilde cihatcilarin emrine
uyulacaktir. Ozellikle Irak topraklarinda Maliki merkezi hiikiimetinin
oldukga beceriksiz kotl yonetimi, devlet gorevlilerinin buyldk
cogunlugunun yolsuzluk ve riisvete saplanmis olmasi karsisinda
DAES’in ele gecirdigi yerlerde bu kisileri tespit ardindan infaz etmesi
yine ele gecirilen yerlerde halka yonelik sosyal yardimlar orgiit eliyle
dagitilmasi halkin bazi kesimlerince sempatiyle karsilanmigtir. Irak
ordusunun ise bolgede sanki bir isgal ordusu gibi gorulmesi,
sevilmemesi sonucu yarattigi moralsiz durum DAES karsisinda ¢ok
fazla direnis gostermeden cekilmesine neden olmustur. DAES ise
motivasyonu son derece diisiik Irak ordusu birliklerinin, ekipman ve
egitimi yetersiz pesmergelerin aksine kalifiye giiclerce yonetilen,
sehitlik kavraminin yiliksek motivasyonunu barindiran cekirdek bir
orduya, bir vurucu giice sahiptir (Luizard, 2016, s. 18-22). Ustelik bu
gii¢ bir terorist organizasyonda pek alisik olmadigimiz bicimde BM
Guvenlik Konseyi Raporu’na gore 40 adet tank cok sayida cekili top ve
CNRA  (Cok  Namlulu Roketatar)  sistemini uhdesinde
bulundurmaktadir (Erdogan — Deligdz, 2015, s. 15).

Orgiitiin 6nemli bir diger dinamigi de hi¢ kuskusuz insan
kaynaklaridir. Bu noktada DAES’in savas¢1 kadrosunda net iki unsur
goze carpmaktadir. Bunlar Irakl olanlar ve olmayanlar seklindedir.
Iraklh olmayanlarin demografik dagihimlarinda agirhk Orta Dogu ve
yakin cografyadaki iilkelerden cihat cagrisina uyarak katilanlar ve
daha az oranda da olsa hatir1 sayilir nicelikte Avrupah savasgilardir.
Insan kaynaklar1 agirhkh olarak orgiitiin propaganda mekanizmalar:
ile saglamirken ikinci sirada orgiit tarafindan sistematik sekilde
organize edilen hapishane bosaltma operasyonlar1 sonucu devsirilen
kisiler gelmektedir ki bu operasyonlar 6zellikle Siinni mahkumlarin
agirhkli oldugu cezaevlerine yonelik yiiriitiilmiistiir (Giirler —
Ozdemir, 2014, s. 4-5). ABD Istihbarat1 (CIA) raporlarina gore; DAES
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saflarinda sahada savasan yaklasik 15.000 savascidan 2.000 civarini
Batili iilkelerden Suriye’ye gecmis olan yabancilar olusturmaktadir.
Bu noktada sz konusu istihbarat bilgisinde bu Batili savascilarin
agirhginin DAES icerisinde oldugu tahmin edilse dahi ne kadarimin
soz konusu orgiit icerisinde, ne kadarinin da diger muhalif orgiitlerde
olduguna dair kesin bir veri mevcut degildir. Yine DAES icerisindeki
yabanci savasgilar ile ilgili olarak agiklama yapan Irakh bir
parlamentere gore; DAES icindeki Batih yabanci savas¢i orani
yaklasik yiizde otuzdur ( Dolunay — Erdem, 2016, s. 282).

Bir koktendinci radikal terorist organizasyon olan DAES’in
sosyal kurallarinda kadinlara iliskin de bir takim diizenlemeler
bulunmaktadir. DAES’in koydugu ve sozde ilahi olarak nitelendirdigi
bu toplumsal kurallara gore, kadinlarin ellerine silah almasim
yasaktir. Ancak cihat i¢in kadinda calismahdir fakat bu cephe degil,
cephe gerisi olmalidir. DAES’in kadinlari; ilk yardim, yemek pisirme,
hemsirelik ve dikis isleri gibi lojistik konularda savasgilara destek
olmaktadirlar ve bu rolleriyle “iyi cihat esleri-cihat gelinleri” olarak
adlandirilmaktadir. DAES doktrinine gore dinyevi ilimler gereksizdir
ve kadinlar ancak dini konularda egitim alabilirlerken, bir kadinin en
onemli gorevi es ve anne olmaktir ki evlilik yas1 icin 9 yasi kabul
edilmektedir (Dolunay — Erdem, 2016, s. 279).

Daha once benzeri goriilmemis bir biiyiikliikte terorist orgiit
yapilanmasi ve finansman yonetimi ile Ortadogu’da ortaya cikan
DAES, ele gecirdigi genis cografyada eylemlerini uluslararasi
izolasyona ragmen uzun siiredir devam ettirebilmisse kuskusuz bunu
petrol, su kaynaklar1 ve tarim arazilerinin kontroliine yonelik izledigi
stratejiler kendi ekonomik sisteminin siirekliligini saglamasinin
yaninda yukarida bahsettigim siyasal ve sosyolojik yontemlerine
bor¢ludur ( Boz — Kuru, 2016, s. 19).

3) Web Tabanh Terér Orgiitii: DAES

DAES bolgede etkin bir psikolojik harp faaliyeti de
yurutmektedir. Psikolojik savas ve onun bir parcasi olarak yiiriitiilen
psikolojik harekat, kimi zaman konvansiyonel harbin bir parcasi, kimi
zamanda bash basina bir harp seklidir. Bu savas ya da harekat tlrtuni
de icerik olarak temel uygulama oOzellikle de cagimizin iletisim
imkanlarimin geldigi noktadan da faydalanarak, rakip ya da harp
terimi ile diismanin iizerinde baski unsuru kurma, aldatma, harbe
girmesine cesaret edemeyecek derecede zihinsel ¢okuntl yaratma
iizerine kurgulanir. Bu tiir savas veya harekatta ¢izilen strateji ¢ok
boyutlu ve temelinde Sun Tzu'nun “diismanin mukavemetini
savasmadan kirmak” ile Clausewitz'in “kuvveti acimadan, kan
dokmeden, cekinmeden kullanmak” anlayis1 yatmaktadir ( Toptas,
2006, s. 106).Bu harp yontemi devletler tarafindan o6zellikle son
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yillarda oldukg¢a fazla tercih edilir bir harekat bigimi olmustur.
Devletler, sadece harp sahasinda degil, barig zamaninda da psikolojik
harekati kullanmaktadirlar ( Ozdag, 2009, s. 246). Bugiin devlet dis1
aktorler, dzellikle de uluslararas: teror orgiitleri ayn1 sekilde benzer
teknikleri kullanmaktadirlar.

DAES’in bir ozel giicli de psikolojik harekat unsurlarinin en
basinda gelen propaganda giictidiir. Teknolojik imkan ve ekipmanlar
verimli kullanmasimi ¢ok iyi basaran orgiit ozellikle web tabanh
uygulamalar sayesinde mesajlarini tiim diinyaya iletebilmekte hem de
yabanci  savascillar  olarak  tamimlanan  insan = unsurunu
genigletebilmektedir. Bu faaliyetleri icin Mayis 2014’te El-Hayat
Medya Merkezini kurarak yonetmeye baslamis, ilk video yayininda
batih sempatizanlarina cihat cagris1 yapmistir. Yine enformasyon
amach olarak “Dabiq” dergisi de orgiit tarafindan yayina almmistir
(Tirkoglu, 2017, s. 167). Derginin ismi siradan secilmis bir kelime
degildir. Dabiq sozciigiiniin semantiginde psikolojik harekat 6gelerine
rastlamak miimkiindiir. Dabiq, Suriye'nin kuzey batisinda Halep iline
bagh Azaz ilgesinde Mercidabik olarak da bilinen bir yerlesim yeridir.
Biiyiik agirhig1 Tiirkmen olan 5.000 civari kisinin yasadig1 bu yer 2014
yilinin Agustos ayinda DAES tarafindan, Siileyman bin Abdiilmelik
tiirbesi yok edilerek ele gecirilmistir. Hadislere gore Mehdi
komutasindaki Islam ordulariyla Deccal komutasindaki "Romali" yani
batidan (Amikiye, Hatay tarafindan) gelecek gayri- Miislim ordularn
kars: karsiya gelecekleri yer olarak kabul edilmektedir. Yani Dabiq ti¢
biiyik dinde de yer alan Hiristiyanlarin “Armageddon”
Miislimanlarin ise “Melhame-i Kubra” olarak isimlendirdikleri
kiyamet savasinin yasanacagl yerdir. Bir anlamda orgiit web
Uzerinden e-cihat faaliyeti yapmaktadir. Kabul edilmelidir ki orgiitiin
adin1 en ¢ok duyuran fenomen video formath sitelerde dolasan kafa
kesme goruntialeridir.

DAES Terér Orgiitii'niin web tabanh faaliyetlerdeki (6zellikle
sosyal medyadaki) gucl ve etkisini en guzel ifade eden isim Irak
Devletinin ulusal giivenlik eski damismani Muvaffak er-Rubai
olmustu. Rubai'ye gore, Irak ordusunun silah birakarak cekilmesine,
sonucunda Musul kentinin kaybedilmesine Facebook ve Twitter
iizerinden cihatgilarin yayinladiklar1 goriinti ve mesajlar etkili
olmustu (Weiss-Hassan, 2016, s. 212). Bu goriis ¢ok hakl gerekeelere
dayaniyordu. Irak ordusunun, Musul'u terk ederek, kentin
diismesinden sadece iki hafta 6nce DAES psikolojik harekat rotatifleri
islemeye baslamis ve “Kiliclarin Sesi” isimli meshur videoyu
yayinlamisglardi. S6z konusu propaganda filmi, tintinii hak edecek bir
icerige sahipti. Filmin basinda cihatc1 bir vaiz, elindeki kilic1 6fkeyle
savurarak, Ozellikle kafir ve Yahudileri ilgilendiren tehditkar
climlelerini ardi1 ardina siraliyordu. Filmin ilerlemesi ile sirayla
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ekrana gelen goriintiiler, tehditlerin boyutlarim1 ispat eder
nitelikteydi. S6zde “Miirted Avcilar1” Irak ordusuna katilmaya giden
ve Sii oldugu anlasilan askerleri ates acarak oldiiriiyorlardi. Bir
sonraki sahnede ise cami igerisine toplanmis halde olan bir gruba
yonelik yapilan vaazda, onlardan tovbe ederek, hatalarindan
vazgecmeleri halinde DAES’e ve dolayisiyla Islam’a kars: isledikleri
suclarin af edilecegi soyleniyordu. Bagka bir goriintiide ise kendi
mezarinl kazan ve az sonra infaz edilecegi anlasilan bir Irakh
komutanin itiraflar1 ekrana geliyor, mezarin kazilmasinin ve
itiraflarin tamamlanmasimin ardindan bir DAES klasigi olan Irakh
komutanin kafasinin kesilerek infaz edilmesi ritteli ile sona eriyordu
(Weiss — Hassan, 2016, s. 213-214)

Cagin teknolojik alt yapisini ve iletisim becerilerini ¢cok ustaca
kullanan DAES, bu avantajla onlarca farkl tilkeden, sayilar1 on binleri
bulan savasc¢iy1 kendi saflarina katmay1 basarmist ( Karakas, 2017, s.
43).0zellikle Twitter'ln  giindem belirleme uygulamas1 olan
hashtagleri, orgiitiin siber cihat sorumlular1 maniple etmis, popiiler
konular1 iceren kiiresel hashtagler orgiit propagandasi icin hedef
almmistir. Ornegin; 2014 yili, Haziran ayinda Brezilya’da yapilan
Diinya Kupas1 hakkinda yorum ve haber almak amaciyla twitterda
ac¢ilmig olan hashtaglere yonelik basarili manipuilasyonlar yapilmis ve
#Brazil2o14, #ENG, #France ve #WC2014 hashtaglerine tiklayan
kisiler, DAES onderliginde cihada davet eden bir video ile
karsilasmistir ( Karakas, 2017, s. 38).

Sonug

Teolojiden, tarihe kadar bircok disiplin tarafindan tarihin ve
insanoglunun besigi olarak adlandirilan Ortadogu cografyasi,
basglarken bahsettigimiz gibi farklh milletleri, uygarhk ve
medeniyetleri barindirmakla birlikte onlarin kendi kiiltiirleri, inang ve
rituelleri ile yogun bir bolge olarak goze carpmakta, yine daha once
belirttigimiz jeo-politik 6zellikleriyle zengin enerji kaynaklari, cografi
konumunun sagladig1 avantajlariyla kiiresel gii¢ iddiasinda bulunan
tiim tlkelerin ilgisini {izerinde toplamistir. Ortadogu bolgesi 19 yy ile
baslayan kiiresel hegemonya miicadelesinin en 6nemli merkezi olmus
bu durum da periferisinin siirekli bir kriz, ¢catisma tehdidi altinda
yasam siirmesine neden olmustur. Kiiresel hegemonya miicadelesinin
pik yaparak biiyiik savasa doniistiigti 1914-1918 yillarinin ardindan
bolgenin tek hakimi Osmanli Devleti'nin yikilmasi bir anda bolgede
hakim giiclerin kurdugu yeni devletlerin ortaya cikmasini saglamis,
soguk savas miicadelesi sonrasi iyice kirilan bolgesel fay hatlar
istikrarsizlik ve bunu doguran din, mezhep gibi olgulardan beslenerek
kirilmigtir. 2003 yilina gelindiginde ABD’nin Irakl isgal etmesi ve
yakin tarihte yasanan, “Arap Bahar1” olarak adlandirilan
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demokratiklesme talep ve siireclerinin kanh bicimde bastirilmasi
sonucunda bir anda bircok bolge iilkesinde i¢ catismalar savasa
varacak sekilde koriiklenmis bu durum radikal koktendinci DAES
benzeri orgiitlere manevra ve yasam alani kazandirmistir.

Bilindigi gibi beslendigi ideolojik kaynak ne olursa olsun
terdérle mducadele sadece terorist unsurlarla miicadele anlami
tasimamaktadir. Terorle miicadele militarist politikalar, giivenlik
yaklasimlar1 kadar akademik etiitler ile desteklenmis bir politik
yaklasim  olmak  zorundadir.  Yukarida ~ DAES  terorist
organizasyonundan bahsederken olusum siirecinde kiresel aktorlerin
Ortadogu ve periferisinde yiiriittiigii hakim olma miicadelesinin
nelere neden oldugundan, mezhepler arasi gerilimin dogurabilecegi
sonuclara ve medya kullammminin titizlikle yiiriitiillmedigi takdirde
doguracag1 sonuclara kadar bir cok parametreden bahsettik. Bu
anlamda da bilim insanlar1 ve aragtirmacilara en az giivenlik politikasi
yapicl ve uygulayicilara kadar biiyiik sorumluluk diismektedir.

Bu noktada bir sorumluluk da hi¢ kuskusuz teolog ve
ilahiyatcilara diismektedir. Adinin 6niine Islam ibaresini koyarak
yaptiklari, Islamiyet degerleri olarak betimledigi ideolojik alt yapisiyla
tim diinyanin kendisinden korku ve nefret duydugu DAES teror
orgiitiiniin eylem, soylemlerinin Islam dini ile hicbir ilgisinin
olmadig1 ve kendisine gore yiice Islam dinini karaladig1 ortadadir. Bu
noktada bu makalede genellikle ISID “Irak Sam Islam Devleti” olarak
kullanilan s6z konusu terér organizasyonunun adini, Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti Cumhurbagkani1 Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in sdyleminde
oldugu gibi Islam ibaresini disarida birakarak DEAS yerine DAES
seklinde kullanilmasinin nedeni de tam olarak topluma subliminal de
olsa Islam ve vahset kavramlarin1 bir arada kullanmamak
cabasindandir ki bu noktada Erdogan’in etimolojik hassasiyeti
dogrudur. Aslinda cok iyi bilinmektedir ki, Islami gelenegin hicbir
doneminde benzer sekilde eylemler tasvip edilmemis bilakis bu tarz
eylemlerin sahipleri lanetlenmistir. Bilindigi gibi Islamiyetin ilk
yillarinda, Mekke’den goc etmeden Once inananlarin mallar
yagmalanmis ve biiylik oranda sefalete siiriiklenmislerdi. Bu anlamda
Arap ve Islam tarihcileri tarafindan kutsal savas olarak tanimlanan
“Gaza” kavram sekillenerek bir yasal zemin bulmustu. Islamiyet’in ilk
savasi olan Bedir Savasi sonucunda olusan islam Harp Hukuku, su
emirler cercevesinde viicut bulmustu; “Allah’tan korkunuz. Misliman
askerlere iyi muamele ediniz. Kafirlere kars1 Allah'in adiyla savagimz.
Ganimeti adaletli dagitimiz. Her tiirli ihanetten sakininiz. Miisle
yapmaktan sakininiz. Cocuklar1 ve kadinlar1 6ldiirmeyiniz. Diismanla
karsilastigimiz zaman onlara (¢ teklifte bulunun ve bunlardan
hangisini kabul ederse siz de onu kabul edin: Onlara Islim1 davet
edin, eger kabul ederlerse siz de kabul edin ve onlardan uzak durun.
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Sonra onlara kendi topraklarindan muhacirlerin topragina hicret
etmelerini teklif edin, kabul ederlerse diger muhacirler gibi ayn1 hak
ve vecibelere sahip olacaklarin1 kendilerine haber verin. Eger hicret
etmeyi reddederlerse, diger miiminlerin iizerine oldugu gibi ayni ilahi
kanunlarin onlarin iizerine de mecburi olmasiyla beraber kendilerinin
Miisliiman telakki edileceklerini, diger Miisliimanlarla yan yana harp
etmedikce ganimetlerden ve diger devlet gelirlerinden istifade
etmeyeceklerini onlara haber verin. Eger reddederlerse o vakit onlara
cizyeyi (himaye vergisini) teklif edin, kabul ederlerse, siz de kabul
edin ve onlar1 rahat birakin. Eger bunu da reddederlerse Allah’in
indyetine s1g11p onlarla harp edin ( Arslan, 2015, s. 1044).” Bu derece
hassas kurallar1 savasta bile gbz eden bir medeniyetin asla boyle bir
vahseti  gerceklestiremeyecegi mutlak suretle ilahiyatcilarca
anlatilmahdir.

Bugiinlerde halen etkisi sliren oOrgiitiin hareket tarzi ve
yarattig1 tehdit unsurlar iizerine yapilan dogru etiitler ile orgiite karsi
yoneltilen ortak uluslararasi operasyonlar orgiitiin bolgedeki
etkinligini kirmig olsa dahi konjonktiirel degisiklikler karsisinda
yeniden bir tehdit unsuru olabilecegi ortadadir.

Extended Abstract

The Middle East has been at the centre of contradictions and
conflicts since the first ages. The region most affected by imperialist
ambitions, economic exploitation and religious conflicts is
undoubtedly the Middle East. Today, global powers exercise their
power plays in the Middle East rather than any other place. The
people of the Middle East have suffered in ways that cannot be
compared with other regions throughout history. The reasons for all
these conflicts are hidden in the mysterious history and significant
geography of the Middle East. The current conflicts are related to the
process of the Greater Middle East Project of the United States of
America, which was put in motion in order to make Islam compatible
to democracy, liberalism, modernism and free market economy. In
the aftermath of the Cold War, reforming Islam in accordance with
Western interests was the main objective. Over time, the clashes
would take place within the Islamic civilisation itself, not the
“civilisation”, as the West had foreseen. This strategy would consume
the resources of the Islamic countries and destroy the unity between
the Muslim countries. In Syria, Shiite Islam is fighting with Sunni
Islam. In Egypt, the concepts produced by global actors have been
confronted with moderate-controlled Islam and radical-uncontrolled
Islam.
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This situation has made extremist groups more radical in the
region. As such, terrorist organisations that use the name of Islam in
their names but are not closely related to real Islam have emerged.
One of the similar terrorist organisations in recent history is the ISIS.
In 2014, the organisation took its name with the bloody actions, it
carried out and the lands it captured in Iraq - Syria. As a result of the
US's green belt project, the organisation evolved from Al-Qaeda in
Afghanistan, and after the US invaded Afghanistan, it first moved to
Iran and then to Iraqg. During the occupation of Irag, the coalition had
engaged in serious military operations against its forces and each
action contributed to the name recognition of the organization. In
2013, ISIS leader broke off his ties with Al-Qaeda, and a year later he
officially proclaimed establishing the caliphate and the so-called
Islamic state he intended. ISIS has signalled the emergence of a new-
style terrorist organisation with serious structural differences from
radical religious reference organisations, whose structure, dynamics
and model are very similar to each other. Unlike similar
organisations, ISIS has a professional army beyond being a
mujahedeen group and has serious firepower, including ammunition
and heavy weapons, which will not only keep a considerable amount
of money under control but also aim at printing money. ISIS has
many financial capabilities. Another special power of ISIS is the force
of propaganda that is at the forefront of psychological operations. The
organisation, which knows how to use technological facilities and
equipment efficiently, can communicate its messages to the whole
world through web-based applications and can expand the human
element defined as foreign fighters.

If ISIS has been able to carry out its activities for a long time
despite its international isolation in the vast geography it has
captured, it will be by means of the strategies it pursues to control the
oil, water resources and agricultural lands, as well as the continuity of
its economic system. In the last year, even though its effectiveness in
the region has been broken by the international operations carried
out against itself, it is clear that the organisation may be a threat
again in the face of conjectural changes.
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